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In this issue... 

 Join the Birmingham District Beekeepers’ Open Honey Show 

 Meet Jane Nimmo, our new Hon Secretary 

 Read about the first Asian Hornet found in the Republic of Ireland 



What’s On 2021 

July 

  

3 Members BBQ, Warwick & 

Leamington 

Details to be Confirmed 

  

8 Avon Dassett Fete Warwick & 

Leamington 

Details to be Confirmed 

  

 Rowington Village Fete , Warwick 

& Leamington 

Details to be Confirmed 

  

12 19:00-21:00 Monthly Members’ 

meeting, Shipston-on Stour 

‘Preparing for Autumn and the 

end of the beekeeping season’ by 

Rod Oates 

Meeting details (physical or 

virtual) will be emailed to 

members closer to the date 

  

15 17:30 Annual BBQ, Sutton 

Coldfield and North Birmingham 

In hopes that we can host it this 

year, we will also have a raffle 

with proceeds donated to Bees 

Abroad 

  

24 Apiary Visit, Rugby 

Clearing and Extracting Honey 

Branch Apiary by invite (see your 

inbox or please contact us) 

  

25 Wolston & Brandon Walkabout , 

Rugby 

Come along to support the branch 

or offer to volunteer to help out 

For more details see your inbox 

or please contact us 

  



View the 

Warwickshire 

Beekeeper’s 

Association Calendar 

Online any time! 

19 Members Meeting, Warwick & 

Leamington 

Preparing for Honey Shows 

  

August 

  

21 Apiary Visit, Rugby 

Inspections Topic: Uniting colonies 

and Varroa identification and 

treatment  

Branch Apiary by invite (see your 

inbox or please contact us) 

  

9 19:00-21:00 Monthly Members’ 

meeting, Shipston-on Stour 

‘Using Wax. Preparing Wax 

Exhibits for Honey Shows’ by 

Douglas Nethercleft  

Meeting details (physical or 

virtual) will be emailed to 

members closer to the date 

  

15 Members Meeting, Warwick & 

Leamington 

Details to be Confirmed  

  

https://warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk/calendar/
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Please Note 

Items appearing in WB 
are not necessarily the 
view of  either the 
editor or Warwickshire 
Beekeepers Association 

Editor’s 
Letter 

Was there a June Gap? Was it shorter? With the 

unpredictable weather currently sweeping the UK, 

make sure your hives have the stores they need and 

that you don’t overharvest. 

This is also the time you should be considering any 

replacement of hive parts, frames, brood boxes, 

queen excluders—all in preparation for the end of the 

season. 

Last but not least, keep an eye for pests and threats 

such as varroa mites (perhaps consider what type of 

treatment you would like to use) and Asian Hornets—

the first one has been spotted in the Republic of 

Ireland. 

With the County Honey Show postponed for now, 

there is the great opportunity to attend the branch 

honey shows. Birmingham and District are running an 

Open Honey Show, don’t hesitate to take part! 

All the best, 

Katerina Prokopiou 

Do you have 

an idea,  story 

or wonderful 

photographs to 

share? 

 

Please share 

them with your 

Editor at 

wbeditor@wbka.

org.uk 

Cover Photo: Keeping Bees in Arrow Gorge, NZ by David Richardson 

mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
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D ear all Warwickshire Beekeepers, 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce 
myself and share a few words about my experience and 

passion for both beekeeping and our Association. 

I’ve been a beekeeper and member of Birmingham and District BKA for the 
last 10 years. I naively went on a one-day Introduction to Beekeeping course 
and thought it would be easy! Luckily our beekeeping community is hugely 
supportive, and I had tremendous help and encouragement throughout my 
journey. In turn, I also enjoy supporting new beekeepers and improvers and 
so I get involved in our branch training as Education Coordinator.    

Like you, I find honeybees fascinating and, 
each year do some exams or assessments. 
I’ve just passed my Honeybee Health and 
General Husbandry and am now working my 
way through the BBKA. Beekeeping has so 
much taken over my life, I have quit my day 
job to run my own business ‘Let It Bee’. I can 
now happily consume my days making 
natural skincare products and beeswax 
wraps.  

As Honorary Secretary, I find joy in learning more about running a charity. I 
would like to thank Mike Blanco for showing me the ropes and handing 
everything over in good shape. I look forward to meeting you all when we 
are out and about again. 

Best wishes,  

Jane Nimmo, WBKA Honorary Secretary  

Letter from the WBKA Honorary 
Secretary 

For the full list of our County and Branch Trustees, and how to contact 
them, please visit the WBKA website:  
https://warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk/members-pages/wbka-officer-
and-branch-officer-contacts/ 
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The Roots that formed Branches and Beyond 
Episode 5—A Honey Co-operative Established  

A HONEY CO-OPERATIVE ESTABLISHED  

Last month we saw how the Association really started to buzz. In the 
anticipation of improved honey harvests arising from the improvement of 
beekeeping practices, plans were set in motion to dispose of it. Read on…  

Arrangements were made in 1882 to establish a sales depot for members’ 
honey with the Birmingham Dairy Company, but this had to be left in abeyance 
until 1884 as there was so little honey available (the summer was dry and 
cold), but once established, this arrangement provided a valuable outlet for 
members’ honey over many years. Most references to honey sales in the 
minutes of the Association during the next 25 years indicate a glut so big that it 
was difficult to sell, or a shortage so severe that there was none to sell anyway. 

The practice of storing honey to even out the vagaries of supply was frowned 
upon for the rules of the honey shows of the time required “All honey must be 
the produce of his or her own bees and gathered in the natural way during the 
current year. Anybody exhibiting honey which is not this year’s produce shall 
be disqualified from exhibiting for three years”. (what a furore if this rule were 
applied today!)  

To facilitate sales of honey, a Warwickshire County label was designed in 1895 
and, within a few years, the Birmingham Dairy company insisted on this label 
for all local honey supplied to them, the label being regarded as a symbol of 
the quality for the contents. 

Honey Show Rules required that “All honey must be the produce of his or 
her own bees and gathered in the natural way during the current year. 
Anybody exhibiting honey which is not this year’s produce shall be 
disqualified from exhibiting for three years”.  
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The Committee were naturally anxious to maintain this and carefully 
investigated any complaint. In 1900 a section bought from the Dairy Company 
was sent to the Committee by a purchaser with a complaint regarding its 
quality. The sample was forwarded to the British Bee Journal who published 
an opinion on 12th December 1900 that the honey was pure but unripe and 
not suitable for table use.  

In all the years the Birmingham Dairy Company maintained this agency, the 
number of complaints was very low. One, however, was so serious that the 
Executive Committee submitted a sample of the offending honey for analysis. 
The report concluded that the sample was genuine specimen of honey. 
Undeterred, the Executive Committee decided to ask the member for his 
explanation as to why the honey was so unsatisfactory. The member’s reply 
came via his solicitor. Whatever this was, A H Foster tried again to get a 
sensible answer but recognising the futility of the situation, the offending 
member’s name was removed from the Association’s list. The only time in 100 
years that this has been done. 

At the turn of the century, honey 
commanded a wholesale price of 9s.0d. 
per dozen and retailed at 1s.0d. per lb. 

In the Spring of 1915, a Member noted the display of local honey in the 
Window of the Birmingham Dairy Company did not bear the Warwickshire 
Honey Label. When the Secretary enquired why, the reply indicated that the 
association members were now unable to supply enough honey to meet the 
demand. This was the period when the “Isle of Wight” disease ravaged 
through the apiaries but, even when the beekeeping situation improved, the 
arrangement with the Dairy Company never returned to its earlier 
importance.  

Ivan A Perry 

NEXT MONTH, SOME UNDEMOCRATIC PROCESSES – A SIGN OF 
OVERCONFIDENCE  

The [suspicious, honey] sample was forwarded to the British Bee 
Journal who published an opinion on 12th December 1900 that 
the honey was pure but unripe and not suitable for table use.  

Honey Prices 
Wholesale: 9s.0d /12lb 
Retail:  1s.0d / 1lb 
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Warwickshire Beekeepers Assocination 
Announcements 

COUNTY HONEY SHOW - POSTPONED - 

PRACTICAL VIDEOS TO IMPROVE YOUR BEEKEEPING 

Wondered how to light a smoker so it doesn’t go out at the critical moment? 
Or to see how a Master Beekeeper does a hive inspection? 

Well, you can now access our very own video library and get practical advice 
from Warwickshire Beekeepers.  

These practical videos are perfect for new and improving beekeepers and 
can be used for any training you are planning. You can also access our winter 
lectures which cover everything from bee houses to comb management. 
 Thanks to our Education Coordinators for allowing us to use these clips and 
to Gary our webmaster for pulling the library together.  

If you would like to share your ideas for new or improved videos, please do 
not hesitate to reach out to your branch EDCO.  
https://warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk/members-pages/beekeeping-
videos/  

During their April meeting Trustees discussed whether it was feasible, and 
advisable, to hold a honey show this year. 

After a discussion and a round of votes, it was decided to encourage 
branches to hold their own shows but to postpone the County Honey Show 
until 2022. 

This decision was largely due to uncertainty, and the challenge of running 
such an event with restrictions and potential short notice cancellation. 

https://warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk/members-pages/beekeeping-videos/
https://warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk/members-pages/beekeeping-videos/
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Birmingham and District Beekeepers are remaining optimistic, keeping our 
fingers crossed and hoping that the new variant of Covid does not bring us 
once more into a lockdown.  

We really do need something to keep us positive that life hopefully will 
regain to some normality soon and as such, we have an agreed venue for 
our annual Open Honey Show. We have two judges that feel able to judge 
the show in a marquee that will be restricted to themselves and up to four 
stewards. During judging, no members of the public will be allowed entry 
until the Judges have finished and left the area.  

We will be holding the Show at the beautiful Winterbourne House and 
Gardens during the Heritage Open Weekend on the 11th and 12th of 
September 2021.  

As part of the ‘Edible England Festival’, our Show will be running from 
10:30am to 4:30pm and will be free to all.  

This is an Open Show and anyone who is a member of the BBKA is eligible to 
enter. We look forward to welcoming many of the Warwickshire 
Beekeepers to our Show. 

Schedule and entry form will shortly be available on our website 
www.birminghambeekeepers.com. 

 

 

Birmingham and District Beekeepers 
Open Honey Show 

For more details do not hesitate to contact:  
Jan Willetts  
Email: bdbkashowsec@gmail.com  
Mob: 07511284586 

http://www.birminghambeekeepers.com.
mailto:bdbkashowsec@gmail.com?subject=Sign%20me%20up%20for%20the%20Birmingham%20&%20Disctrict%20Open%20Honey%20Show%20!
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To date this year no Asian Hornets have been seen on the UK mainland but that is 

not to say that we should not remain vigilant, if any nests have been created by 

queens missed last year, the workers will now be starting to fly for food and may 

start to be seen near hives. Keep an eye out, I have already seen European Hornets 

around but please make sure to check the difference.  

In Jersey a record number of primary nests and queens have been seen and it is 

close to becoming a possibility that Asian Hornets will soon be considered endemic 

there and steps will change from containment to control. The winds earlier this year 

were very favorable for the queens to be blown over from France.  

The first Asian Hornet has been found in the Republic of Ireland, it was thought to 

be a worker and dying so could have come over on some transport and was not 

thought to be a problem although it did demonstrate that Asian Hornets could be 

transported there.  

If you do put out monitoring traps remember to check them daily and release all 

other insects as many will be important as predators and pollinators and removing 

them from the environment can have adverse consequences.  

 

Julian Routh  

WBKA AHAT Coordinator  

Asian Hornet Update 
June 2021 

The First Asian Hornet has been found in the Republic of Ireland 

and it was thought to be a worker 
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Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper 

W hat a difference a month makes! I had finally 
completed the first inspection of my hives, after not 

being able to do so for a month, which meant I had a lot of 
work of work to do. It was definitely worth it, as the 
highlight was no other than hearing a Queen bee piping 
away from inside her cell. An incredible sound, it was 

distinctive and surprisingly loud. 

During the inspection, I noted that one of my colonies had already 
completed the supersedure of their Queen, with the new one entering the 
hive just a few days before my inspection. Looking back through my logs 
(six weeks prior), this very same colony had a patchy brood laying pattern, 
a sign that the Queen was no longer laying as much. It was such a relief to 
see that the bees took care of business themselves ensuring a new Queen 
was raised when it was needed. 

I let my hopes go up only to be devastated during the next inspection, 
three weeks later. Unfortunately, the new Queen did not make it, my 
colony was now Queenless. Perhaps it was the dangerous mating flight, 
perhaps something else but I have already moved to Plan B – I have added 
a Queen cell from a neighbouring colony. If that doesn’t work, then my 
next option is to borrow a frame of eggs. 

In contrast to that colony, I also have one that is truly a superstar. It is my 
largest colony, showing no signs of swarming (yet) and, during my last 
inspection, I even had to make it into a brood and a half! The colony was 
also honey bound so I extracted two of its supers and added an empty one. 
It now has a total of six supers on it; this colony is on fire! 

It now also seems that an abundance of forage has come out all at once; oil 
seed rape is in full bloom and the brambles are slowly joining in too. This 
season has certainly gotten off to an interesting start; in my still limited 
beekeeping experience, I’ve not experienced anything quite like the start 
of this season.    

Denali Enns 
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All in a month 

SUTTON COLDFIELD AND NORTH BIRMINGHAM 

Communication in Honeybees 

Margaret Murdin, Master Beekeeper 

NDB Biography: 

https://national-diploma-beekeeping.org/front-
page/ndb-biographies/#Margaret-Murdin 

17th June 

 

Margaret Murdin, a Master beekeeper having gained her National Diploma 
in Beekeeping, gave a talk to the Sutton Coldfield Beekeepers this month. 
This was an ideal talk aimed at all members, from Novice to Advanced 
beekeepers, and especially useful to students doing the module exams 5 and 
6.  

Margaret gave a general overview on how bees communicate with each 
other and went into detail around touch, smell, vibrations and trophallaxis. 
She gave details of the various dances and talked about the modern 
thoughts around these dances. Modern thoughts have evolved since I did 
module 5 and 6. Margaret’s passion and knowledge of her subject matter 
was evident as she shared with us how bees talk to plants. With examples of 
White Clover, Forget-me-nots and Horse chestnut candles, she successfully 
excited and encouraged our beekeepers to look at this special 
communication more closely. 

Her section on Pheromones was particularly good and remined me of the 
Primer and release pheromones, something which was explained with great 
clarity. 

In the post lecture Q/A session, Margaret was asked about similarities 
between a colony and a mammal. She gave a response that advocated a 
colony of bees could be seen to have the tracts of a mammal. I’m sure many 

https://national-diploma-beekeeping.org/front-page/ndb-biographies/#Margaret-Murdin
https://national-diploma-beekeeping.org/front-page/ndb-biographies/#Margaret-Murdin
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 have heard similar arguments and it was fascinating to hear her thoughts 
on the matter. 

A most exciting talk, we look forward to having Margaret as a guest 
speaker again! 

Jitesh Patel 

 

COVENTRY 

Talk about extremes of weather – wettest May on record to a short 
heatwave in June! 

The bees have been able to start bringing in nectar and start filling some of 
the supers – how long will that last, I wonder?  

Those hives which had virgin queens look as though mating has been 
successful, with eggs and young larva being seen  . The next inspection 
will be focused on confirming that the overall brood pattern is good. 

If all goes to plan there will be four NUCs ready to be sold – priority will be 
for Coventry members. 

There are some members who also have NUCs for sale – if anyone is 
interested contact cbka.membership@wbka.org.uk and they will be put in 
touch. 

The Apiary looking tidy with the grass freshly cut 

mailto:cbka.membership@wbka.org.uk?subject=Interest%20in%20Nuc%20for%20Sale
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The month continued... 

The branch apiary is looking good, the grass has had its first cut and the 
boundary hedges are coming into full leaf. The willow ‘whips’ and borage 
plants have all taken and starting to grow. Plans for the raised beds have 
been put on hold as there is already enough work to be done and resources 
are ‘thin’.  

Plans to get the protective fence around the beehives have started to be 
formed. Pete Barclay has proposed two options, with costs. Once the 
committee has decided on the preferred option, work can be planned.  

It is hoped that Apiary meetings will start again in July obviously these will be 
subject to current guidance and proper safety protocols. 

On the training front:  

 At least five candidates have applied to do the Basic and the 
programme of support and training is well underway. A practical apiary 
session is scheduled for Sunday 27th June to focus on hive 
manipulations and reading the comb. 

 The “Basic Beekeeping’ ZOOM calls are going well, with eight 
enthusiastic students.  A practical apiary session will be held in July and, 
for some of the students, this will be their first experience of looking in 
a beehive. 

Dave Bonner 

SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR 

The weather is once more unstable, unpredictable – with beekeepers basking 
in the mid-twenties one week and shivering the next.  

Our apiary meetings are now taking place with two groups, one on Monday 
and the other on Wednesday, each responsible for a set number of 
beehives. The groups are a mixture of the delegates who took part in the 
training weekends as described in the previous issue and keepers returning 
to beekeeping, as well as recent keepers still honing their skills.  
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 The evening normally starts with instructions on the session and 
a discussion on all aspects of beekeeping from bee anatomy to honey 
production. Following this, everyone in the group gets a chance to work 
with the bees learning how to handle them and what to be looking out 
for during inspections. These meeting provide a great opportunity for all 
members to ask questions, seek advice from the group and discuss their 
individual hive situations.  

With the restrictions still in place, the club meetings are still taking place 
using Zoom. This month’s meeting featured two scenarios of ‘transporting 
bees’:  

 My own hive move, a small-scale move of only four hives  

 Our guest speaker, David Richardson, on how bees are moved in 
commercial settings. 

The comparison shed light on the differences between a keen amateur’s 
considerations and a professional’s approach. Even more exciting, David 
shared with us his experiences while keeping bees in New Zealand. His 
spectacular photos and videos are a testament to the exciting talk he 
delivered. 

Finally, and not surprisingly, the meeting included a lively discussion 
regarding the state of the different hives, with several members reporting 
missing Queens (a problem also affecting my own hives). I wonder if 
members of the other branches have also been reporting the same.  

For those hungry for more knowledge, BIBBA have several Webinars, free 
for everyone to attend. Simply visit their website to join: https://
bibba.com/webinars/.  

BIBBA OFFER FREE WEBINARS FOR ANYONE 

TO ATTEND. VISIT THEIR WEBSITE TO JOIN 

HTTPS://BIBBA.COM/WEBINARS/ 

https://bibba.com/webinars/
https://bibba.com/webinars/
https://bibba.com/webinars/
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Apiary Site for Manuka, Hicks Bay, NZ by David Richardson 

Transporting commercial beehives is no easy task when in New Zealand by David Richardson 
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Ray Pearce 

BIRMINGHAM AND DISTRICT 

Things have been very difficult this season at our branch apiary in Highbury 
Park, due to the wet and boggy landscape. This has prevented us from 
replenishing our Association’s winter losses, but our members have 
persevered and tended their colonies without disappearing into the mire. 
Thanks to Colin, our branch apiary manager, they are now rewarded with a 
refreshing cup of tea and biscuits.  

The Winterbourne apiary is managed by Jonathan, who had an extremely 
difficult time last year due to the tight lockdown across the country. A visit by 
our local bee inspector in May, found the bees to be in an overall good 
condition, although a couple of them were showing evidence of Chronic Bee 
Paralysis Virus. Nevertheless, the apiary now has five hives and Jonathan has 
reached out to the other members for support. With the apiary still operating 
under strict rules of only two beekeepers attending at any one time, each of 
our members have taken on responsibility of one allocated colony to look 
after on the day they visit their own.  

Our swarm collectors have over the past couple of months been busy 
responding to calls from the public, leading to educating them about the 
wonderful world of the honeybee. Needless to say, callers are full of 
questions about the wonderful little creatures that have taken up residence 
in their garden and are always keen to learn more.  

Finally, we are maintaining our optimism about holding our Open Honey 
Show in September, so keep the date free and hopefully you will think about 
entering one or two classes. 

 

Jan Willets 

The month continued... 
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Important Petition 

- 

Stop the importation 
of honey bees into 
GB from the EU via 
Northern Ireland 

Government Petition: Stop the importation of 

honey bees into GB from the EU via Northern 

Ireland 

This online petition is intended to impose a ban 

in Great Britain, on the importation of honey 

bees from the EU and Northern Ireland. 

One of the main risk of continued importation is 

"Unrestricted movement of bees could allow 

Small Hive Beetle to arrive and devastate British 

Beekeeping".  

If you would like to sign it please go to the 

website: https://petition.parliament.uk/

petitions/577603 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/577603
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/577603
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CAVEAT EMPTOR 

Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Asso-
ciation is not responsible for any goods or ser-
vices advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or 

on the  website. Anyone purchasing bees or 
nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are 

disease free and that they are aware of the 
provenance of any queens. 
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WBKA Committee 

President Maurice West 

T: 01788 574249  

Chair Samantha Peckett 

E: chair@wbka.org.uk 

Secretary Jane Nimmo 

T: 07926 202066  

E: secretary@wbka.org.uk 

Treasurer Jane Brown 

T: 07702 160751  

E: treasurer@wbka.org.uk 

Examination Secretary Jane Medwell 

T: 07721 470702  

E: examsec@wbka.org.uk 

WB Editor Katerina Prokopiou 

E: wbeditor@wbka.org.uk 

Web Master Gary Thomas 

E: webmaster@wbka.org.uk 

Branch Secretaries 

Birmingham T: 07843 577452  E: bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk  

Coventry T: 07970 630090  E: cbka.secretary@wbka.org.uk  

Nuneaton & Atherstone T: 01827 880689 E: jandl.twidle@gmail.com 

Rugby T: 07486 508079  E: secretary@rugbybeekeepers.org 

Shipston-on-Stour T: 07506 086133   E: rod.oates@hotmail.co.uk 

Solihull & District T: 0121 7041731  E: id12c3076@blueyonder.co.uk 

Sutton Coldfield T: 0121 3549451 E: secretary.sutton@wbka.org.uk 

Warwick & Leamington T: 07836 668439  E: secretary@warleambees.org.uk 

Copy Date for next Issue 21 July 2021 

Bee Inspectors 

Seasonal (Apr - Sept only) 

Colleen Reichling T: 07990 138898 

Gordon Bull T: 07867 351626 

Regional 

Colin Pavey T: 07775 119471 

BDI Representatives 

WBKA Representative 

Julian Routh T: 07758191955 

Director & Claims Manager 

Bernard Diaper T: 07711 456932 

Warwickshire 

AHAT Coordinator 
Julian Routh 

E: routhjulian@gmail.com  


