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What’s On 2021
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15:00-16:30 Honey Bee Watch. A
Citizen Science Study on FreeLiving Colonies, BIBBA

“Sweet Treats: Emerging Parasites
of Honey Bees” by Courtney
MacInnis

"Honey Bee Watch. A Citizen
Science Study on Free-Living
Colonies” by Steve Rogenstein
and Grace McCormack
Zoom link here

Register for the Zoom event here.

20

Watch live on Youtube here

12

19:30 Monthly Members’
Meeting, Rugby
Group discussion on vurrent
beekeeping issues. Bring your
ideas and concerns
Online Zoom meeting by invite
(see your inbox or please
contact us)

19:30-20:30 Sweet Treats:
Emerging Parasites of Honey
Bees, BIBBA

20

World Bee Day
Happy World Bee
Day to our
beekeepers and
bees!

11:00-12:30 World Bee Day, FAO
“World Bee Day - Bee Engaged:
Build Back Better for Bees” by the
Food and Agriculture Organisation
of the United Nations.
Register for the Zoom event here.

20

19:30 Monthly Members’
Meeting, Sutton Coldfield and
North Birmingham

June

“Pollen and Bees” by Professor
William Kirk

17

Login details for the Zoom
Meeting will be shown approx. 3
days prior to the talk.

29-

06

National Hedgerow Week

19:30 Monthly Members’
Meeting, Sutton Coldfield and
North Birmingham
"Communication in Bees” by
Margaret Murdin
Login details for the Zoom
Meeting will be shown approx. 3
days prior to the talk.

This week is dedicated to the
“Close the Gap” programme by
the Tree Council.
For more details, please contact
claire.mccafferyclarke@treecouncil.org.uk

View the
Warwickshire
Beekeeper’s
Association Calendar
Online any time!

Editor’s
Letter
For our members who celebrate Orthodox Easter,
Happy Easter from afar!
This month is World Bee Day! We should all take a
moment to celebrate our colonies, Queens, workers
and Drones alike. We are dedicating this day in May
to celebrate the importance of bees in our lives and
livelihood for all days.
This month is also hot for swarms, with some of you
already busy collecting from all sorts of locations.
Swarming is a sign of a healthy, growing colony an;
an indication you have been providing the right
support for it to grow.

Do you have
an idea, story
or wonderful
photographs to
share?
Please share
them with your
Editor at
wbeditor@wbka.
org.uk

It is also a sign of potentially bad neighbours, so
hopefully you are prepared to manage the swarms as
they come, before they land on your neighbour’s
garden!
Please Note

All the best,
Katerina Prokopiou
Cover Photo by Katerina Prokopiou
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Items appearing in WB
are not necessarily the
view of either the
editor or Warwickshire
Beekeepers Association

Warwickshire
Apiarists’ Seasonal
Pollen Survey*
Warwickshire Beekeepers
Association
Education Co-Ordinator Group

Watch out for WASPS!
Have you ever wondered which plants your bees have been to as they return
with loads of different coloured pollen? And if you have more than one
colony, do they prefer to forage on different plants and bring in
different colours?
If these questions intrigue you then why not join beekeepers across the
county in our WBKA ‘Citizen Science’ activity this season – the Warwickshire
Apiarists’ Seasonal Pollen Survey*?
Our aim is to assess the variety of plants in the habitat where our bees
forage using a simple method of recording the colours of pollen masses
brought back to the hive on specified weekends throughout the coming
season. By pooling results we can compare the situation within localities and
across the county. The method will be adapted from the techniques used in a
recent national scale project carried out in Austria. Pollen traps can be used
but open mesh floors with a varroa tray will be just fine and you will not
need a microscope to participate.
*(WASPS of course!)

If you would like to take part, please register your interest here: https://
warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk/wasps/
More detailed information will be shared by the end of March to those who
are interested in taking part.
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The Roots that formed Branches and Beyond
Episode 3—A Hint of Skulduggery

A HINT OF SKULDUGGERY
Last month we heard how the Association got its name and of some of its
activities. This month we move past the first AGM and discover some nifty
footwork by some of the committee.
The first AGM – 10th March 1881 – passed off quietly with everyone reelected except G. B. Wilson (assistant Secretary) who resigned having been
found to have been slack in his duties as minute taker. To encourage the
adoption of the new movable comb hives, a raffle for a hive was held at the
AGM which was won by Mr. Forsey of Atherstone. These raffles were held
for several years to come.

A committee meeting was held in mysterious circumstances at
the office of Mr. Foster on Bennetts Hill, Birmingham...
A committee meeting on the 23rd March 1881, which was probably
decisive in establishing the Association on a permanent basis, was held in
mysterious circumstances at the Office of Mr. Foster on Bennetts Hill,
Birmingham. Mr A. H. Foster is not recorded as having been at the
inaugural meeting nor at the first AGM.

There were only two committee members present,
James Noble Foster (Treasurer) and a Captain Daykin...
Furthermore, there were only two committee members present at this
meeting apart from Mr. Foster. These were James Noble Bower (Treasurer)
and a Captain Daykin.
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By the end of the meeting, … although not formerly elected until
the 1886 AGM, A. H. Foster was the de facto chairman for the
next 40 years.
By the end of the meeting A. H. Foster had been appointed to the
management sub-committee and immediately took the chair. Although not
formerly elected as chairman until the 1886 AGM , he was the de facto
chairman from this meeting on and all committee meetings for the next 40
years were held at Bennetts Hill.

Ivan A Perry
This seems to be something of a coup d’etat, whereby Foster was
parachuted in at the instigation of a small cabal of members.

USING RAT TEST TO CONDUCT APIARY VISITS AND TRAINING
The government has made available to the general public Rapid Antigen
Testing (RAT) for Covid and it is FREE (7 tests per pack!).
What this means is that prior to an event one can take a test that will
determine if one is covid positive or negative.
Obviously, those negatively tested are allowed to enter the event and the
positives must report their status and return home for the 10-day
quarantine. As you can no doubt see this helps the relevant UK health
agencies pinpoint outbreaks of covid and keeps those with the virus off
the streets to the good and health of us all.
This is an extremely attractive tool, to enable the association to open the
apiaries for teaching and other duties, it is evident that vaccines will not
allow us to open events because it is possible for vaccinated individuals to
catch and pass on Covid, without getting into a covid severity discussion,
because they would produce a positive result.
Please take a moment to consider this, it should mean that the
association open the apiaries in a safer manner.
Rada
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World Bee Day
20 May 2021

Bees are under threat. Present species extinction rates are 100 to 1,000
times higher than normal due to human impacts. Close to 35 percent of
invertebrate pollinators, particularly bees and butterflies, and about 17
percent of vertebrate pollinators, such as bats, face extinction globally.
If this trend continues, nutritious crops, such as fruits, nuts and many
vegetable crops will be substituted increasingly by staple crops like rice, corn
and potatoes, eventually resulting in an imbalanced diet.
How can we do more?
INDIVIDUALLY BY:
 planting a diverse set of native plants, which flower at different times of
the year;
 buying raw honey from local farmers;
 buying products from sustainable agricultural practices;
 avoiding pesticides, fungicides or herbicides in our gardens;
AS BEEKEEPERS, OR FARMERS BY:
 reducing, or changing the usage of pesticides;
 diversifying crops as much as possible, and/or planting attractive crops
around the field;
 creating hedgerows.
AS GOVERNMENTS AND DECISION-MAKERS BY:
 strengthening the participation of local communities in decision-making,
in particular that of indigenous people, who know and respect
ecosystems and biodiversity;
 enforcing strategic measures, including monetary incentives to
help change;
 increasing collaboration between national and international
organizations, organizations and academic and research networks to
monitor and evaluate pollination services.
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Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper

I

t’s been a funny month from my Beekeeping point of
view. On the positive side, I managed to get myself
better prepared for the upcoming season, especially
as I finally got the equipment needed to be able to boil
up some frames which had accumulated.
When I first started beekeeping, I certainly never anticipated all the
equipment I’d need. Who knew?
In spite of feeding all my colonies, I have lost one due to isolation
starvation. It’s so sad opening a hive and seeing it still and quiet.
Luckily the other colonies are doing well so far, with three of them
very large and strong. When we had the few days of fantastic
weather a few weeks back, I was able to have a quick peak in all my
hives. I decided to put two supers on the strongest colonies to give
them loads of space and some added work to do. I decided to do
that as I didn’t want to risk early swarms on the allotment and given
the forecast, it didn’t look like the weather was looking good for
regular inspections. Hopefully that plan will work.
I also started a new project in March. I started making mead with
some naturally fermented honey I’d obtained. I added apricots,
apple, cinnamon and black tea as flavourings in the mead. I’m well
impressed as its actually smelling quite nice and seems to be
progressing as it’s supposed to. It’s almost ready for secondary
fermentation.
In early April I noticed two fields of oil seed rape starting to bloom
not too far from my site, so hopefully the foragers from my colonies
will be making the most of that.
Denali Enns
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All in a month
SUTTON COLDFIELD AND NORTH BIRMINGHAM
Biology of the Asian “Yellow Legged” Hornet
Vespa Velutina and Recent discoveries
Professor Stephen Martin
University of Salford, Manchester
15th April

Professor Martin’s talk on Vespa Velutina, also known as Asian or Yellow
Legged Hornets, was not only engaging but also incredibly well informed by his
experience studying them in their native lands: Korea and Japan.

The Professor gave a fascinating talk on the insect’s lifecycle, how they breed,
what the queen does to gain weight in the spring months and how fast they
can build up numbers from a couple cells to several thousand cells by July
to September.
Professor Martin also described how honeybees are a valuable source of
food for these hornets, which in turn could potentially make them lethal as
they decimate bee populations. He went ahead to explain how they hunt in
the Far East, how they use hawking outside the hive and why they choose to
not enter the hives. Indeed, in Japan, honeybees would ball the hornets
leading to a sure death, of course this is not something European honeybees
know how to do. Lucky for our bees, the Asian hornets are not aware of that
yet, so they continue to hawk on the outside.
OTHER COUNTRIES HAVE ATTEMPTED TO WEAPONIZE
NEMATODES (SLENDER WORMS) AGAINST VESPA
VELUTINA, UNFORTUNATELY, UNSUCCESSFULLY...
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He also talked about a virus that affect these hornets: Moku Virus (an RNA
Virus) and how other countries have attempted to weaponize nematodes
(slender worms) against Vespa Velutina, unfortunately, unsuccessfully. The
reason for nationwide fights against the Asian Hornet, lies in the extent of
their impact, well beyond the honeybees’ life and into crop pollination
which is significantly reduced due to the hornets’ consumption of
pollinating insects.
This was an interesting talk, demonstrating Professor Martin’s true interest
in his subject matter, and affirmation that scientists are studying these
insects with a great deal of passion.
Jitesh Patel

COVENTRY
Where is the time going – May already!
As I write this, the first full inspection of the branch bees has yet to take
place; the cold weather has tested the patience of many beekeepers.
However, we have been keeping a close eye on stores and space. Of
the 8 colonies:


2 have needed a second brood box – the queen had moved up into the
roof space, through lack of space.
 3 have had a super put on to accommodate the growing number of
bees.
 2 were Ok.
 The last 1 was a Drone layer.

A commercial beekeeper has a view of his colonies:
1/3 are fantastic • 1/3 are average and • 1/3 are ‘rubbish’
I think this is not far from the truth.
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The month continued...

A busy hive

A colony so big it’s building comb on the roof

Drone frame in the drone
laying colony

At the Branch Apiary the site is looking very good. The daffodils provided a
lovely splash of colour to herald in the spring. The trees are starting to bud –
showing they have survived (so far). Even the Wyken Pippin is starting to
show some apple blossoms.

At the allotment site, we have maintained
several ‘wild spots’ providing bees and
pollinators with a wide variety of flowers
to choose from apart from our carefully
selected flowerbeds.
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Even a small patch left
for dandelions, nettles
etc. would make a
difference.

If it were possible to encourage people to have such wild places in their
gardens it would make such a difference to the number and variety of
pollinators we would see in our gardens.
The programme of Winter ZOOM meetings has now been completed.
In March David Blower gave a very good and instructional talk “Swarming:
Prevention better than control?”. There were lots of tips on what we can
do to help stop a colony developing the swarm ‘urge’.
In April Dr Bill Crofts gave a fascinating talk titled “WUSAT-3 - Satellite
Wildlife Monitoring”. This detailed the work that Bill’s team at Warwick
University were doing on this phase of the satellite project.
Both talks were excellent and are highly recommended.
Coventry Branch has developed a series of video-based tutorials for all
members. Currently there are 14 videos on the Vimeo site,
ranging from lighting a smoker, using a hive tool, to filtering wax and
making candles.
Although not planned yet, we hope to be able to run a series of Video
tutorials and Zoom Follow-up pairings to allow members to
learn, discuss and ask questions on all available topics.
Dave Bonner

SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR
Well, the weather is picking up and we are now well into spring, hopefully
those cold dark nights drift into distant memories.
During the club meetings we are trialling a slightly different format, prior to
the main meeting we have set up three smaller groups, each group is
headed up by an experienced beekeeper enabling more of a one-toone question and answer session. When the main group then reassembles
key points from the discussions are discussed in the full meeting, currently
this has had positive responses so we will keep this format going forward.
During the meeting there was a lively discussion on the current weather
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The month continued...
and its impact on the bees, many of the keepers had not felt it was warm
enough for the first inspection, but others had taken the opportunity during a
couple of the warmer days. There was also a discussion on the fickle weather
with the sunny but bitterly cold weather if feeding was required, I believe it
comes down to how competent you feel on hefting the hives.

As part of the meeting, we were also treated to a very interesting talk on all
aspects of Nucs by Master Beekeeper, Dave Bonner. This covered the
different make ups and configurations of the NUC how best to manage them
and what you should look for both when buying and selling. This was an
excellent presentation from somebody with a wealth of knowledge and
experience. Many thanks, David.
Hoping you all stay safe
Ray Pearce

SOLIHULL
Well, the season has begun, and we should all be looking forward to meeting
up at the Teaching Apiary as usual from May, sadly this is not yet possible.
The SBKA committee are having discussions about re-opening the apiary for
members, beginners and visitors but until we have firm confirmation from
the Government, we are being cautious and leaving the bees to their own
devices (supervised by our excellent Apiary Team).
Once reunited with the bees our priority will be for the beginners, two
courses have now been done and no chance to look at the bees!
The 2021 course was run on Zoom
and, although not quite what we are used
to, all 14 participants joined us weekly and
said that they had enjoyed themselves. One
hardy soul joined us from his car on a cold
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ALL 14 PARTICIPANTS
JOINED US WEEKLY AND
SAID THAT THEY HAD
ENJOYED THEMSELVES

February night, as he was away from home and did not want to miss
anything – dedication indeed!
We have continued our regular monthly meetings via Zoom and even
conducted a Nosema Clinic remotely; with members sending their frozen
bees through the post to be examined by microscopists at home.
Unfortunately, some were delayed and distinctly unpleasant when opened.
Andrew and Sarah did a ‘live’ demonstration on Zoom and we were able to
look down the microscope and see the nosema, or lack thereof. For this, we
have technology to thank for! We are hoping for a better season this year
with at least a few face-to-face encounters.
As I write this, my garden is undergoing a radical makeover and a raised
platform being built for the bees, complete with my own shed; I am
ridiculously excited about it all as it will be the first time, I have had bees in
my garden since beginning beekeeping in 2009.
Always having had them in an out-apiary it will be nice to go down and
‘commune with the bees’ whenever I like, without packing up the car (and
always forgetting something!) driving 5 miles and finding they are not in the
mood for inspection.
Hopefully, soon I will be able to write something bee related in the
newsletter, even if it’s that ‘the girls’ are grumpy about being moved.
Denise Grove

RUGBY
This month we had a stimulating talk about apitherapy. Every speaker on the
subject since two found further information about how much honey was
used in ancient Egypt, Greece or Rome and including possibly during the iron
age.
The usual subject of the excess of manuka honey came up and the fact that
people still pay extraordinary prices for it. There were lots of examples of
use in modern wound and ulcer dressings. All very adulterated honey by the
time it is used. Unlike the middle ages when raw honey or even uncapped
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The month continued...
comb was placed on wounds. There were numerous interesting facts about
pollen and propolis.
The weather continues to play havoc. A local farmer told me that the dry
weather was suppressing all his crops. However, in our area it certainly hasn't
suppressed the hedgerow blossom which is more prolific than it has been for
years. It is sad to see long stretches of thrashed hedges. It looks neat but very
sterile. There was a discussion why it isn't possible to trim one side one year
and the other the next. No one knew the answer.
As a branch we were unable to run our beginners’ course fully with apiary
visits out of the question last year. It seems that a number of people thought
that getting a colony of bees was a good way to entertain themselves during
lockdown. It is interesting that some commercial retailers feel that they can
sell a nucleus and provide suitable mentoring remotely. A recent request for
help demonstrated just how hard it is to accurately assess and mentor
someone over the telephone.
One member has rescued two derelict hives after being invited by a
landowner to take over the bees if he wanted them. The bees had not been
touched for over 10 years. The pallets they had been left on had rotted, both
were at 45° only stopped by the hedge from tipping into the ditch. One had
what the landowner described as rifle-holes on the side. These were actually
woodpecker holes and the bees had partially closed these with propolis. Only
partially sealed, as the lower box had rotted and collapsed, making these
holes a better entrance for the hive.
THE BEES HAD NOT BEEN TOUCHED FOR OVER 10 YEARS.
THE PALLETS THEY HAD BEEN LEFT ON HAD ROTTED, BOTH
WERE AT 45° ONLY STOPPED BY THE HEDGE FROM TIPPING
INTO THE DITCH.
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Getting them vertical, transferring the frames into a good box with a proper
roof was okay for one, but in the other colony, the frames were so old and
decrepit, the box on the edge of falling to pieces that it was instead taped
for the winter with a watertight roof added.
Interestingly, the bees have thrived and are completing a Bailey comb
switch. Having heard a lecture about hygienic bees and varroa at the BBKA
conference last week one has to wonder if these bees have managed to
become hygienic. Certainly, this young beekeeper's father is hovering
over, ready to breed Queens from these colonies somehow.
Steve Brown

WARWICK AND LEAMINGTON
Our Members talk in April was on Hive Monitoring. This was the last talk in
our winter programme. We enjoyed two presentations by our members Paul
Day and Alan Deeley who both use different Hive Monitoring Systems.
Alan has been overseeing the Arnia hive for the branch and Paul uses Bee
Hive Monitoring, a company based in Slovakia. These systems monitor the
weight, temperature, humidity of the hives but also the sounds the bees
make and the volume. The idea being that the beekeeper can cut down on
the number of inspections.
Alan managed to give his presentation while on holiday on the
Pembrokeshire Coast!
Technology is having an impact even in beekeeping. It is amazing how much
we have all had to rely on technology this year. Where would we be without
zoom/WhatsApp and such. Fingers crossed we will be able to organise some
beekeeping events face to face this summer.
Rachel Dove
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Honey Candy
SERVES 48 CANDIES
TIME 20 MINS COOKING AND 30 MINS CHILLING
EASY

INGREDIENTS
1 cup raw honey
•

1/4 cup raw apple cider vinegar
•

1 teaspoon vanilla extract
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METHOD:
1.

Add the honey and vinegar to a sauce pan and
heat it to a boil.

2.

Reduce heat so that the ingredients are still
boiling, but not scorching.

3.

Check the temperature with a candy
thermometer.

4.

When it reaches 275 degrees Fahrenheit, turn the
burner off and remove the pot from the heat.

5.

Let sit for a minute and then add vanilla in small
amounts (important so the vanilla doesn’t scorch).

6.

Stir the candy to combine.

7.

Pour candy into a silicone candy mold, or a baking
tray lined with parchment paper.

8.

Place in the refrigerator or freezer. Depending on
how large the candies are, they will probably take
about 30 minutes in the freezer to cool.

Recipe from traditionalcookingschool.com
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FOR SALE: 2 CEDAR WBC HIVES
Complete with outer lifts,
each with 1 brood box / 2
supers and frames in good
condition
NO BEES

Sellers contact details:
Daphne Hall
Phone 01788 570015
Location Long Lawford nr
Rugby
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CAVEAT EMPTOR
Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any goods or services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or
on the website. Anyone purchasing bees or
nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are
disease free and that they are aware of the
provenance of any queens.
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WBKA Committee
President Peter Spencer
T: 01926 856204

Bee Inspectors
Seasonal (Apr - Sept only)

Chairman Samantha Peckett
T: 01788 540678
E: chair@wbka.org.uk

Colleen Reichling T: 07990 138898

Secretary Mike Blanco
T: 01527 591855
E: secretary@wbka.org.uk

Colin Pavey

Treasurer Jane Brown
T: 01926 843416
E: treasurer@wbka.org.uk
Examination Secretary
Jane Medwell
E: examsec@wbka.org.uk
WB Editor Katerina Prokopiou
E: wbeditor@wbka.org.uk

Web Master Peter Barclay
T: 02476 411275
E: webmaster@wbka.org.uk

Gordon Bull

T: 07867 351626

Regional
T: 07775 119471

BDI Representatives
WBKA Representative
Julian Routh

T: 0121 3545956

Director & Claims Manager
Bernard Diaper

T: 07711 456932

Warwickshire
AHAT Coordinator
Julian Routh
E: routhjulian@gmail.com

Branch Secretaries
Birmingham

T: 07708 031926

E: bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk

Coventry

T: 02476 411275

E: cbka.secretary@wbka.org.uk

Nuneaton

T: 01827 880689

E: jandl.twidle@gmail.com

Rugby

T: 07486 508079

E: secretary@rugbybeekeepers.org

Shipstone

T: 07506 086133

E: secretary.shipston@wbka.org.uk

Solihull

T: 0121 7041731

E: solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com

Sutton Coldfield

T: 0121 3549451

E: secretary.sutton@wbka.org.uk

Warwick & Leamington

T: 01926 316192

E: secretary@warleambees.org.uk

Copy Date for next Issue 21 May 2021
24

