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19:30 Warwickshire Beekeepers
Event
"Updates from the UK Pollinator
Monitoring Scheme and National
Honey Monitoring Scheme" by Dr
Claire Carvell and Dr Anna Oliver,
UK Centre for Ecology &
Hydrology

“Hornets” by Steve Martin
Zoom joining details will be on
the website approx. 3 days prior
to the talk.
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19:30 Monthly Members’
Meeting, Shipston-on-Stour
Dave Bonner, Master Beekeeper
and a former SBI, will give a talk
on Nucs.

This is a virtual meeting
conducted using Zoom.
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This is a virtual meeting
conducted using Zoom.
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19:00-21:30 Introduction to
Beekeeping, Shipston-on-Stour
4 Consecutive Zoom meetings for
new beekeepers.

Monthly Members’ Meeting,
Rugby
“Apitherapy: using bee products
for health and healing” by
Barbara Dalby

Register here
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19:30-20:30 Monthly Meeting,
Sutton Coldfield and North
Birmingham

19:30 Monthly Meeting,
Warwick & Leamington
This is a virtual meeting
conducted using Zoom.

1618

19:30 BBKA Virtual Spring
Convention
Visit www.bbka.org.uk for up to
date information
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19:30 Open Lecture, The Central
Association of Bee Keepers
"Genetic Testing of Honeybees for
UK Beekeepers" by Mark Barnett,
Matthew Richardson & David
Wragg
Register through the CABK
website to receive the Zoom
joining details.
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17:30-20:30 Open Talk, BIBBA
“The National Honey Monitoring
Scheme: Using citizen science to
understand the foraging habits of
UK honeybees” by Dr Anna Oliver

Zoom link will be available on the
BIBBA Webinar website

19:30 Open Lecture, BIBBA
"Never Waste a Queen
Cell" by Tony Jefferson

Zoom link will be available on the
BIBBA Webinar website
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BBKA Module Exams
The BBKA will be holding the
spring Module Exams in electronic
form, with online invigilation.
Anyone who has already applied
and does not want to take the
exam online can have their entry
transferred to November 2021 at
no cost, when we are planning to
offer paper exams.

View the
Warwickshire
Beekeeper’s
Association Calendar
Online any time!

Editor’s
Letter
Happy Easter!
Despite the lockdown, our community has been more
active than ever, with colonies growing strong and
apiaries blooming.
The beekeepers have also been less dormant than usual
with the incredible opportunities that webinars and Zooms
have provided us. Lectures beyond our own branch,
county or even country now being vastly available and
mostly free.
While busy with the excitement of human e-connection,
we should also be aware that this is the time to take stock
of your equipment and prepare for the new beekeeping
season.
Do you have all the tools and hives you need? Have you
considered what you will do about potential swarms? Are
we done with Asian Hornets? We have had early mild
weather again, be prepared for the potential of a new
foraging ‘gap’.
Most importantly, take care and keep on buzzing!
Katerina Prokopiou

Cover Photo by Katerina Prokopiou
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Do you have
an idea, story
or wonderful
photographs to
share?
Please share
them with your
Editor at
wbeditor@wbka.
org.uk

Please Note
Items appearing in WB
are not necessarily the
view of either the
editor or Warwickshire
Beekeepers Association

Warwickshire
Apiarists’ Seasonal
Pollen Survey*
Warwickshire Beekeepers
Association
Education Co-Ordinator Group

Watch out for WASPS!
Have you ever wondered which plants your bees have been to as they return
with loads of different coloured pollen? And if you have more than one
colony, do they prefer to forage on different plants and bring in
different colours?
If these questions intrigue you then why not join beekeepers across the
county in our WBKA ‘Citizen Science’ activity this season – the Warwickshire
Apiarists’ Seasonal Pollen Survey*?
Our aim is to assess the variety of plants in the habitat where our bees
forage using a simple method of recording the colours of pollen masses
brought back to the hive on specified weekends throughout the coming
season. By pooling results we can compare the situation within localities and
across the county. The method will be adapted from the techniques used in a
recent national scale project carried out in Austria. Pollen traps can be used
but open mesh floors with a varroa tray will be just fine and you will not
need a microscope to participate.
*(WASPS of course!)

If you would like to take part, please register your interest here: https://
warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk/wasps/
More detailed information will be shared by the end of March to those who
are interested in taking part.
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The Roots that formed Branches and Beyond
Episode 2—The First Faltering Steps

THE FIRST FALTERING STEPS
Last month we dealt with the inauguration of what was to become the Warwickshire
Bee-keeping Association. We now follow the early days of the organisation as it
strives to become established.
At the inaugural meeting, Lord Leigh of Stoneleigh Abbey was invited to be
President. This was the age when connections and influence indicated the status of
an organisation. The meeting went on to appoint a provisional committee which
included Canon Evans as Chairman, James Noble Bower as Secretary (a post he held
for 35 years), Janes Leigh as Treasurer, G B Wilson as Assistant Secretary and twenty
-six others, eight of whom were clergymen.
Of all these, eighteen failed to attend any of the three committee meetings before
the first AGM, the average attendance being six. This was due mainly to a very
sensible decision at the first committee meeting to form a sub- committee of seven
to transact the detailed business of the Association.
DECISIONS IN THAT FIRST YEAR INCLUDED THE PURCHASE
OF A BEE EXHIBITION TENT FOR £28.0S.0D
Other decisions in that first year included the purchase of a Bee Exhibition tent for
£28.0s.0d, paid for by an overdraft at the Birmingham Banking Company (of which
James Leigh was General Manager), arrangements for an exhibition of Bees, Hive,
Honey etc to be held at Rugby in conjunction with the Warwickshire Agricultural
show in September 1881, and the engagement of Mr C. W Summerskill as “Expert”
to visit and advise members, who asked for his help, at the Association’s expense.
Affiliation to the BBKA was also arranged although this caused a little difficulty. The
normal affiliation fee for a County Association being one guinea. (£1.1s.0d) the BBKA
proposed charging the new Association 3 guineas because it intended operating in
three counties. It therefore comes as no surprise
to find, at the next committee meeting, that the
Subscriptions for
decision was taken to alter the name to be
WBKA members were

set at 2s.6d.
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Warwickshire Beekeeping Association thereby saving two guineas. Subscriptions for
WBKA members were set at 2s.6d.
So, it would seem, that, from the early days, public displays were a feature of the
Association’s activities. Indeed, Warwick and Leamington supports successor of the
Warwickshire Agricultural Show to this day. ( well not for the last two summers,
obviously) It is also interesting to note that even back then, Beekeepers’ legendary
parsimony was evident.
Ivan A Perry
|Next month a hint of skulduggery.

Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper

T

his month’s write up is a bit of a confessional. I don’t
feel prepared.

I had a moment’s panic when I read an email from our
branch suggesting swarm season is sooner than anticipated;
what happened to February and March?! I just don’t feel
very organised this year. Last year, attending Bee Tradex forced me to
check my gear, plan for the season and make a shopping list. I
wonder if this is because I don’t have the experience yet to have a robust
routine established.
Well, no point in making excuses, I’d really better get cracking. The signs
are there: the pear tree blossoms, bees bringing in pollen and attending a
branch Zoom meeting about Swarm management last week really brings it
home that the colonies are expanding.
Fortunately, I have some time off work around Easter which means I
should be able to get some important jobs done. I’m thinking I’d better
make a "To Do” list as there’s a fair bit to be done.
In summary, the bees are fine, it’s me that’s got the issues.
Denali Enns
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Asian Hornet Report—April 2021
By Julian Routh, AHAT Co-ordinator Warwickshire
It may seem very early in the year to start thinking about Asian Hornets but there are
things that can be done now.
During the last winter many of you may have spent more time outside on walks etc. to try
to keep up fitness or simply to get out of the house, there is still time to keep an eye out
in trees for any Asian Hornet nests that may have been made last year and have not been
destroyed by the weather. This will be the last chance as the leaves will start sprouting
soon.
Last year there was only one sighting near Gosport, Hampshire where the nest was found
and quickly destroyed. This is fewer than in previous years but does not mean that there
were no others. One theory for the low numbers was that far fewer people travelled to
France and other countries where Asian Hornet are prevalent and hence fewer queens
were brought back in boats, caravans etc. As this would only apply to last summer and a
nest was found in Gosport which must have been built early in the year it may not be the
whole picture and so we must be vigilant again this year for other incursions.
At this time of year any Asian Hornet queens will be coming out of hibernation and
feeding to build up strength to build a primary nest. They are unlikely to be anywhere
near beehives but will be on early flowers feeding on nectar. A monitoring trap put out at
this time of year may catch any queens around and should use a sugar rich solution as bait
simulating nectar. This trap will also attract many other insects with similar intent and so
the trap should be inspected very frequently, daily if possible, to release any other insects
including queen wasps. Wasps early in the year are very important predators on small
insects and only become a problem much later in the year when we can take precautions,
removing them earlier in the year could lead to disruption of the food chains and a
proliferation of smaller insects many of which are considered as plant pests.
Best of luck for the year to come and I hope that we do not find any Asian Hornet in our
area or elsewhere in the country. Please remember that if any sighting is made it should
be reported, full details are on Beebase. If there is any uncertainty on identification either
use the Asian Hornet app or send me a photograph on routhjulian@gmail.com.
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All in a month
SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR
February’s AGM and Mead Tasting
February had the club AGM, this was a well-attended meeting and
encompassed all of the usual club administration, at the conclusion of
business we were treated to a mead tasting.
Members who wanted to take part donated a bottle or two, which were then
portioned out into individual tasting pots (many thanks David Blower) and sent
out prior to the meeting.
During the tasting we were treated to commentary and explanation from a
distinguished mead judge and a professional mead producer, each mead was
individually scored by the participants with the results collated at the end and
a winner was announced: Well done, David!

Mead tasting pots were delivered to all
participants. Needless to say, after the tasting
nothing went to waste 
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The month continued...
March, an educational month
With the current restrictions still in place all club business is taking part on
Zoom, the monthly meetings are well attended allowing members to keep in
touch and for us rookies to get advice on what we should be doing and how
to achieve it.
There have been a number of Webinars and Zoom lectures keeping members
up to date with the many facets of bee keeping from queen rearing to making
bees your business, these are both informative and a welcome change from
the current situation.
As the nights are drawing out, the clocks soon to change and a very gradual
warming up the bees are stirring from their winter isolation. Many members
have noted the bees beginning their foraging and thoughts are turning to the
first inspections, Queen marking and the start of a new season.
Let’s hope it won’t be long before we return to group meetings in person and
meeting fellow beekeepers at their apiaries discussing what interests us all.
Hoping you all stay safe
Ray Pearce

MANY MEMBERS HAVE NOTED THE BEES
BEGINNING THEIR FORAGING AND
THOUGHTS ARE TURNING TO THE FIRST
INSPECTIONS, QUEEN MARKING AND
THE START OF A NEW SEASON.
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RUGBY
One of the key conversations this month revolved around the
strange weather and its effects on beekeeping. The weather continues to
be mild, and we were wondering whether there will be a surprise just past
the corner, as has happened previously. We all remember the impact of
mild weather causing a foraging gap between early blooms and those
delayed by the follow-up period of bad weather.
As the saying goes, who knows?

At least, this makes a change from wondering how COVID will disrupt our
lives. Certainly, at the committee meeting the debate continues as to how
we will organise educational events and the best way forward given the
restrictions and the possibility that the present plan may be altered at
some stage.
This month we had a truly fascinating talk given by Kirsty Stainton. Kirsty
delivered a brilliant, extensively comprehensive talk, covering viral
illnesses and in particular chronic bee paralysis virus (CBPV) and deformed
wing virus; two very relevant topics for several our members and their
colonies.
It remains disturbing that there is very little detailed knowledge
about CBPV and, of course, no dominantly effective treatment. Kirsty told
us about her research in the filed which was truly fascinating and engaging.
It was a sit-up moment for us all to learn about Wolbachia, a type
of symbiotic bacteria, present in many insects. It has the effect of reducing
the ability of insects to spread viruses. Already there are large-scale trials
which appear to be successful in preventing mosquitoes transmitting viral
diseases such as Dengue fever. It has potential benefits if a suitable strain
could be developed to prevent the varroa mite spreading viruses.
WOLBACHIA, A TYPE OF SYMBIOTIC BACTERIA
PRESENT IN INSECTS, REDUCES THEIR ABILITY TO
SPREAD VIRUSES.
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The month continued...
This month has been especially fascinating with so much knowledge
becoming available through webinars. Whereas in the past we may have
delved into one or two webinars, we were treated with a fantastic array of
educational topics within a span of a single week!
One day, we dive into the yellow legged hornet, learning all about
its progress through France. One alarming fact: the hornet prefers the
warmer, maritime climate of western France, but the climate has
been warming up and this boundary has
moved 150 miles to the East in the last 15
HOW DO YOU STOP
years. How do you stop an insect whose
preferred climate is spreading globally? AN INSECT WHOSE
And one interesting fact: the variation in PREFERRED CLIMATE
technology to deal with nests is so vast, it IS SPREADING
ranges from six Frenchmen blasting a nest GLOBALLY?
with shotguns, to sophisticated drones and
heat seeking cameras.
The next, a fantastic lecture on genetics providing considerable insight and
information. A clear understanding of why the Queen needs to mate with
numerous drones and the problems of the Queen mating with drones from
her own colony. The lecture raised discussion about how it is best to bring in
new genes to your local pool, but the consensus was very strong these should
be at least from the UK if not from the local region.
Yet another day, a lecture from a scientist in America talking about the gut
microbiome and its role in the recognition by guard bees of their own
colony members. Something else that many others previously knew
nothing about.
Interesting to reflect that this was brought to us by the benefits of the digital
age and webinars.
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It seems possible to join a webinar almost every day to learn something
about the vast subject of honeybees. Perhaps accessing this wider learning
experience is a habit we should try and maintain even when life has gone
back to normal.
Some of those who are pursuing the BBKA modules would like to
acknowledge the incredible efforts made by the team at the BBKA to deliver
assessment this year. It Is not perfect, especially if you type as slowly as I do.
Great credit is due their efforts. The big software test is coming up and we
all hope it goes well. Regardless, we would like to thank the BBKA team for
supporting make this the best experience possible.
Steve Brown
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Honey Candy
SERVES 48 CANDIES
TIME 20 MINS COOKING AND 30 MINS CHILLING
EASY

INGREDIENTS
1 cup raw honey
•

1/4 cup raw apple cider vinegar
•

1 teaspoon vanilla extract
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METHOD:
1.

Add the honey and vinegar to a sauce pan and
heat it to a boil.

2.

Reduce heat so that the ingredients are still
boiling, but not scorching.

3.

Check the temperature with a candy
thermometer.

4.

When it reaches 275 degrees Fahrenheit, turn the
burner off and remove the pot from the heat.

5.

Let sit for a minute and then add vanilla in small
amounts (important so the vanilla doesn’t scorch).

6.

Stir the candy to combine.

7.

Pour candy into a silicone candy mold, or a baking
tray lined with parchment paper.

8.

Place in the refrigerator or freezer. Depending on
how large the candies are, they will probably take
about 30 minutes in the freezer to cool.

Recipe from traditionalcookingschool.com
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The BBKA Spring Convention - An Armchair Event
Thursday Evening 15th April to Sunday 18th April
Registration now open. To Register follow this link: https://
springconvention.bbka.org.uk/access/register
An event for all levels of experience, with a mix of over twenty practical and scientific presentations, plus more social events. You need to register to take part, but
free-to-view content includes: • Dr David Aston’s Keynote Address, 7.30pm, Thursday 15th April; • the Market Place, for your favourite beekeeping equipment suppliers plus other exhibitors; • the Beacon Schools Presentation, 3.30pm Sunday 18th
April.

Those wishing to attend the full event need to pay for entry: The fee is £10 for all
three days, if registered in advance, (by Thursday 15th April) or £12 during the
event.
Complimentary registration for BBKA Junior and School members is available. A parent /guardian/teacher should email joyce.nisbet@bbka.org.uk, by 9th April giving
the junior/ school member’s name, BBKA number (if available) and e-mail address
for sign-in.
There is a handy ‘pull-out’ summary of the Convention Programme in the centre
pages of April’s BBKA News.
The Full Programme may be found here: https://springconvention.bbka.org.uk/
lobby
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CAVEAT EMPTOR
Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any goods or services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or
on the website. Anyone purchasing bees or
nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are
disease free and that they are aware of the
provenance of any queens.
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WBKA Committee
President Peter Spencer
T: 01926 856204

Bee Inspectors
Seasonal (Apr - Sept only)

Chairman Samantha Peckett
T: 01788 540678
E: chair@wbka.org.uk

Colleen Reichling T: 07990 138898

Secretary Mike Blanco
T: 01527 591855
E: secretary@wbka.org.uk

Colin Pavey

Treasurer Jane Brown
T: 01926 843416
E: treasurer@wbka.org.uk
Examination Secretary
Jane Medwell
E: examsec@wbka.org.uk
WB Editor Katerina Prokopiou
E: wbeditor@wbka.org.uk

Web Master Peter Barclay
T: 02476 411275
E: webmaster@wbka.org.uk

Gordon Bull

T: 07867 351626

Regional
T: 07775 119471

BDI Representatives
WBKA Representative
Julian Routh

T: 0121 3545956

Director & Claims Manager
Bernard Diaper

T: 07711 456932

Warwickshire
AHAT Coordinator
Julian Routh
E: routhjulian@gmail.com

Branch Secretaries
Birmingham

T: 07708 031926

E: bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk

Coventry

T: 02476 411275

E: cbka.secretary@wbka.org.uk

Nuneaton

T: 01827 880689

E: jandl.twidle@gmail.com

Rugby

T: 07486 508079

E: secretary@rugbybeekeepers.org

Shipstone

T: 07506 086133

E: secretary.shipston@wbka.org.uk

Solihull

T: 0121 7041731

E: solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com

Sutton Coldfield

T: 0121 3549451

E: secretary.sutton@wbka.org.uk

Warwick & Leamington

T: 01926 316192

E: secretary@warleambees.org.uk

Copy Date for next Issue 21 April 2021
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