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What’s On 2021
March

8

11

“Making Bees Your Business” by
Caroline Drummond MBE, LEAF
Chief Executive

19:00-20:00 Monthly Members’
Meeting, Shipston-on-Stour
“Your plan for the coming season
– what you might consider” by
Douglas Nethercleft
This is a virtual meeting
conducted using Zoom.
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Zoom joining details will be on
the website approx. 3 days prior
to the talk.
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19:30 Open Talk, Bee
Improvement and Bee Breeders
Association
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19:30-20:30 Monthly Meeting,
Coventry
“Swarming: Prevention better
than control?” by David Blower

This is a virtual meeting
conducted using Zoom.

"Breeding and Improving our
Native Bee" by Keith Pierce
Zoom joining details will be
available on the BIBBA website.

19:30 Monthly Meeting, Sutton
Coldfield and North Birmingham
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19:30 Open Lecture, The Central
Association of Bee Keepers
"The gut microbiome is key to
nestmate recognition in the
honey bee" by Cassondra Vernier

19:00-20:00 Monthly Members’
Meeting, Rugby

Register through the CABK
website to receive the Zoom
joining details.

"Bee Diseases" by Kirsty Stanton
Zoom joining details will be
available via invitation.
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19:30 Monthly Meeting,
Warwick & Leamington
This is a virtual meeting
conducted using Zoom.
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19:30 Monthly Meeting, Sutton
Coldfield and North Birmingham
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“Wax Lyrical” by Joyce Nesbit
Zoom joining details will be on
the website approx. 3 days prior
to the talk.

“Hornets” by Steve Martin
Zoom joining details will be on
the website approx. 3 days prior
to the talk.

April

15
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19:30 Monthly Meeting, Sutton
Coldfield and North
Birmingham

"Updates from the UK Pollinator
Monitoring Scheme and National
Honey Monitoring Scheme" by Dr
Claire Carvell and Dr Anna Oliver,
UK Centre for Ecology &
Hydrology

19:30-20:30 Monthly Meeting,
Sutton Coldfield and North
Birmingham

19:30 Monthly Meeting,
Warwick & Leamington
This is a virtual meeting
conducted using Zoom.
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19:30 BBKA Virtual Spring
Convention
Visit www.bbka.org.uk for up to
date information

Zoom joining details will be on
the website approx. 3 days prior
to the talk.
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19:30 Monthly Members’
Meeting, Shipston-on-Stour
Details to be Advised
This is a virtual meeting
conducted using Zoom.

View the
Warwickshire
Beekeeper’s
Association Calendar
Online any time!

Editor’s
Letter
With so many free, online courses and lectures there
is no excuse for any of us to not continue our
Education and learning. The WBKA Calendar now has
even more events from within and outside our
Association, make sure to check them out!
It is obvious that climate change is impacting the
beekeeping season with warmth arriving sooner than
expected and cold spells surprising us at the later
stage of spring. That, coupled with the potential of
neonicotinoids impacting wildflower population, all
bees and insects need our attention and care.
This is the time to prepare for the new season,
review your equipment and tools, your apiary and
colonies—plan for swarms and for losses. Most
importantly make sure you keep in touch with your
mentor and your beekeeping community who are
there to support your questions and challenges.

Katerina Prokopiou
Cover Photo by Tiffany Fox from Pixabay
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Do you have
an idea, story
or wonderful
photographs to
share?
Please share
them with your
Editor at
wbeditor@wbka.
org.uk

Please Note
Items appearing in WB
are not necessarily the
view of either the
editor or Warwickshire
Beekeepers Association

Warwickshire
Apiarists’ Seasonal
Pollen Survey*
Warwickshire Beekeepers
Association
Education Co-Ordinator Group

Watch out for WASPS!
Have you ever wondered which plants your bees have been to as they return
with loads of different coloured pollen? And if you have more than one
colony, do they prefer to forage on different plants and bring in
different colours?
If these questions intrigue you then why not join beekeepers across the
county in our WBKA ‘Citizen Science’ activity this season – the Warwickshire
Apiarists’ Seasonal Pollen Survey*?
Our aim is to assess the variety of plants in the habitat where our bees
forage using a simple method of recording the colours of pollen masses
brought back to the hive on specified weekends throughout the coming
season. By pooling results we can compare the situation within localities and
across the county. The method will be adapted from the techniques used in a
recent national scale project carried out in Austria. Pollen traps can be used
but open mesh floors with a varroa tray will be just fine and you will not
need a microscope to participate.
*(WASPS of course!)

If you would like to take part, please register your interest here: https://
warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk/wasps/
More detailed information will be shared by the end of March to those who
are interested in taking part.
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All in a month
WARWICK & LEAMINGTON SPA
With those harbingers of spring, - snow drops, aconites and catkins - putting in
an appearance, the occasional warmer days saw our bees out on cleansing
flights and foraging on the winter jasmine and winter flowering
clematis. Queens had started laying by late January, so advantage was taken
of these warmer days to check on the stores to see the developing colonies
through the next couple of months.
Irrespective of the outside temperature, our hardy training apiary team have
been working hard getting the apiary ready for the upcoming season. Colonies
farmed out to members to look after over the winter are being returned to
newly modified stands. A spring clean and thorough review of kit has thrown
up surplus items for disposal. It’s not just the training team who have
identified surplus kit though. Lockdown seems to have provided the
opportunity for several members to have a similar sort-out and, together with
kit from members who are downsizing, a sale of surplus kit is being organised.
The Branch Zoom AGM in mid-February broke all records for speed with the
business being completed in just 25 minutes!
Key points from the Chairman’s report included:


Praise for the Co-op team in keeping such a valued facility operational to
members, despite the restrictions, and;



Congratulations to the Bee Talk Newsletter editor in producing such a
professionally produced means of furnishing members with their monthly
fix of “bee talk”.

This year, the Tim Foden trophy for outstanding contribution to the well-being
of the branch was awarded to Alan Deeley. The evening rounded up with a
talk on beekeeping folklore by Chris Parks.
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Finally, on a sad note, Paul Kerr, a past chairman of the Branch has passed
away. Paul was an enthusiastic and committed member of the branch and
promoter of beekeeping generally. Over the last year of his life, he had been
in discussion with a Warwick School to introduce beekeeping into their
environmental studies activities. With other members of the branch now
taking Paul’s initiative to fruition, this will become Paul’s legacy to the
Branch. .
Ivan A Perry

COVENTRY
AGM; 15th February 2021, held over Zoom
Our AGM was well attended and the business was conducted smoothly using
Zoom ‘Polling’ feature to carry out the voting. John Fell was elected as “Chair
Elect” and will take over from Gareth Taylor after the 2022 AGM. The AGM
was followed by a Q&A session – the topics raised being both wide ranging
and interesting.
The branch has 13 New Beekeepers
As the majority of the new members are new to beekeeping, the Coventry
branch has decided to develop a series of video-based
tutorials. The plan is that members will be able to
stream these videos and then a follow up ZOOM based WE WILL BE
tutorial will be held to discuss the topic and answer any DEVELOPING A
questions. It is hoped that the first of these will be SERIES OF
available by the end of February. Stay Tuned!
VIDEO
Unfortunately, we were not able to use the power of TUTORIALS FOR
many and the order for the long-cuff gloves was limited NEW MEMBERS
by the Supplier to one carton of ten boxes of gloves –
no discount available at that quantity.
On the Branch Apiary
The bees continue to do well. Despite the weather the ground has not
flooded – so the drainage must be having an impact. The same cannot be
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The month continued...
said for one of the new trees, the John Downie crab apple, which has been
devoured by the local wildlife. As a lesson learned, the replacement has
been given better protection around the trunk.
Tony Latham and Thomas Burton have both donated sections from euro
pallets – which will make excellent raised beds, planned to be filled with
bee friendly flowers so that there is food and colour on the apiary site the
whole season. As these sections are movable, they can be emptied at the
end of the season and stored for the winter. They can then be placed in
different locations every year.
Dave Bonner

The daffodils will be in flower
by the first week in March and
that will bring a much welcome
splash of colour
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Thank you to Thomas and Tony for providing the
materials for our wildflower raised beds.

RUGBY
February is the month of AGMs. As important and useful as they are, can
someone please share the secret to making them fun?! Thankfully, our Chair
is skilful at keeping us awake long enough to get through the agenda and just
in time for the fun stuff to begin – the storytelling and curiosity.
The Winter Swarm Mystery
A member had just repositioned her hives since last January’s warm day,
when her partner came in declaring a swarm emergency! Rushing to the hive,
the large number of bees outside the hives were simply going on a
cleansing or reorientating flights; an indicator of the mild weather around the
hive.
Early Pollen and the Downward Spiral of Debate
Members commented on noticing bees bringing in a lot of pollen and of a
variety of colours, both things the experienced beekeepers had never seen at
this time of the year. Other beekeepers observed that foragers were not
as fixated on a single flower as they would normally be but were moving
indiscriminately between a mixed area of snowdrops, winter aconites and
crocuses.
Did this suggest the Queen was laying already?

If indeed the queen was laying, the nest would need to be warmer. Not a big
deal in the current temperatures of 10-14C, but then everyone remembered
the Beast from the East, a nasty surprise at the end of February.
If we were to have the same surprise end of this February, we would need
to not only support the brood temperature maintenance but also the now
increased demand on the stores.
ENTER THE DOWNWARD SPIRAL OF DEBATE:
TO WINTER FEED OR NOT TO FEED.
1 QUESTION, 3 BEEKEEPERS, 5 ANSWERS.
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The month continued...
One valid question was whether in a prolonged cold snap the bees would
have enough pollen. Is there a need if they cannot get out to consider pollen
supplements as well?
The Phenomenon of “Frozen Honey”
One of our members was approached by a
member of the public asking if she had ever
seen frozen honey pour out of the hive. The
individual explained that there had been large
numbers of honeybees coming and going from
the tree all summer.

The unusual phenomenon,
assumed to be ‘frozen honey”

With a suitable step, a sample was
taken which revealed an odd texture and
taste, nothing like honey. As soon as the warm
spell
arrived,
the
frozen
gold
disappeared, and a wetness was left behind on
the tree. The bees too arrived, going and
coming but not into any holes or crevices in
the tree. So, what were they doing?

Looking more carefully, the bees were in fact demonstrating David
Attenborough’s parrot clay lick, while licking on copious amounts of watery
sap leaking out of the tree!
Steve Brown
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SUTTON COLDFIELD AND NORTH BIRMINGHAM
AGM; 18th February 2021, held over Zoom
Despite being virtual, our AGM was attended by a large enough number of
our members to have a quorum and our chair, James Mundye, covered the
agenda. An overall successful and very efficient AGM for the
branch, with several members interested in joining the committee, as well as
members who wish to be included in the volunteer Swarm Collectors list.
In addition, our current Treasurer, Anita Rose, has stepped down but luckily
Belinda Kent is already stepping in to fill these shoes, already having run us
through the branch’s funds. Many thanks go to our members who have been
taking care of the bees in Sutton Park, as well as our chair who has
supported us in selling honey through the doorstep.
One of the impacts of COVID has been the inability for the branch to conduct
practical training, however it is encouraging to see great interest for online
training in our winter course.

THERE IS GREAT INTEREST FOR
ONLINE TRAINING IN OUR WINTER
COURSE!
Last but not least, the government’s stance towards neonicotinoids has been
a very important topic for our branch and all beekeepers in the UK. Several of
our members have already contacted the local Member of Parliament,
Andrew Mitchell, regarding the matter. Our Association has also taken the
decision to send a letter from our Secretary to the local MP, with whom we
are closely connected as in normal years he is one of our honorary guests in
the annual members’ BBQ.
Jitesh Patel

11

The Roots that formed Branches and Beyond
Episode 1—The Bee-ginning

THE BEE-GINNING
Inspiration to form a local association had been provided by an initiative
from the British Beekeepers Association which had brought its
demonstration tent to the Warwickshire Agricultural Show at Atherstone in
the summer of 1879 and drummed up support amongst the Warwickshire
beekeepers.
The new Association was to be known as the Midlands Counties Beekeeping
Association, which was reasonable considering that no Association existed at
the time in either Worcestershire, Staffordshire or Warwickshire, and
railways from all parts of each county led to Birmingham.

The new Association was to be known as the
Midlands Counties Beekeeping Association

The BBKA had started 5 years earlier and their secretary, The Reverend H R
Peel (a former Rector of Handsworth) was present at this inaugural meeting.
The chair was taken by The Reverend Canon Charles Evans (Rector and Rural
Dean of Solihull) who, in his proposition to form the Association, outlined the
primary objective to “be the encouragement, improvement and
advancement of Bee-Culture, particularly as a means of bettering the
conditions of Cottagers, Agricultural and Labouring Classes as well as the
Advocacy of Humanity to that most industrious of Labourers – the Honey
Bee”.
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In seconding the proposition, the Reverend H R Peel said the BBKA were
particularly anxious to do all in their power to induce the people of England
to compete with the Americans in the supply of honey to our country (Here!
Here!), one of their chief objectives was to prevent the Americans from
Monopolising the English Market (Here! Here!).
cv
cv

cv

One of their
(BBKA) chief
objectives was to
prevent the
Americans from
monopolizing the
English Market

He went on to say that an intelligent Cottager should be able to produce a
turnover of £3 0s 0d per hive, but “that could not be done in a season like
the present” (The summer of 1879 was officially classified as very cold and
very wet. This estimate seems rather optimistic, as it indicates a yield of
129lbs per hive selling at 6d (2½ p) per lb. One suspects the Reverend Peel
allowed himself to get rather carried away and to regard the exceptional as
the average. A tendency not uncommon today.
Ivan A Perry

|Next Month the saga continues with the first faltering steps.
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Hot Cross Bun Loaf
SERVES 8-10
TIME 2 HRS PLUS 3 HOURS RISING TIME
MEDIUM

INGREDIENTS:
280ml whole milk
Finely grated zest of 1 orange

7g sachet of fast action dried
yeast

1 egg, beaten

50g butter, cubed

100g dried mixed fruit soaked in 1
tablespoon full of sherry

500g strong plain bread flour,
plus 140g for the crosses

2 pound loaf tin greased and lined
with parchment

1 tsp mixed spice

Marmalade to glaze

85g honey
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METHOD:
1.

Warm the milk, honey and orange zest in a small saucepan
until just steaming. Remove from the heat and add the butter,
swirling the pan until the butter has melted and the milk has
cooled to 37C, beat in one egg and 1 tsp salt.

2.

Mix the flour, cinnamon and yeast in a large bowl. Pour in the
milk and egg mixture, and mix until the mixture clumps
together. Tip out onto your work surface and knead until
smooth and elastic – the dough should bounce back when
pressed with your finger (15 mins or so). Transfer to a clean
oiled bowl, cover with cling film or a tea towel and leave to rise
for 2 hrs or until doubled in size.

3.

Tip the dough back onto your work surface and roll out into a
rectangle approx. 14” by 12”. Sprinkle over the dried fruit and
rollup the dough to incorporate. Tuck each end under so that
the final loaf fits the bottom of the tin (with all joins
underneath). Cover loosely with a piece of buttered cling film
and leave somewhere warm to prove again for a further 1 hr
or until doubled

4.

Heat oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. Mix the remaining flour
with enough water to make a thick paste, then transfer to a
sandwich bag and snip off one corner. Use the paste to pipe
crosses over the loaf first one way, then the other. Bake for 3040 mins until golden and cooked through.

5.

When the loaf is cooked, remove from the oven and leave to
cool for 10 mins in the tin, then lift out onto a cooling rack.
Warm the marmalade and brush over the top

6.

Serve in thick slices with salted butter – makes great toast or
eggy bread too.

Enjoy! Mandy
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Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper

I

’ve seen a few bees on snowdrops with pollen in
their pollen baskets, so beekeeping season is coming
up! I’m hoping that this year I’ll be able to take my
Basic Beekeeping Certificate.
Our allotment has expanded, adding new plots, so it’s
going to be even more important than ever that my bees are
all well behaved bees (Wonder if I should give them a firm
talking to before Spring arrives?). At least this year, I’ll have a
bit more practical knowledge about techniques and timelines
for helping manage this. Of my 6 hives and Nuc, there’s one
colony I’m worried about, the others seem OK…so far. Another
Kg of fondant was applied to the hives which needed it. Three
hives are hungry hives, consuming 3 kgs of fondant each so
far!
After attending a branch Zoom meeting, I was able to ask a
question about managing (the possibility) of having too many
colonies. Combining and Selling where the two top answers. I
must really start my planning now as I’d rather not have the
season sneak up on me!

Denali Enns
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Good Overwintered 5-frame
National Nucs Availale in
Spring
Contact: Nigel Coad
E the-manor@freeuk.com
£130 for collection
Nigel Coad, Cubbington, Nr
Leamington Spa

CAVEAT EMPTOR
Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any goods or services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or
on the website. Anyone purchasing bees or
nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are
disease free and that they are aware of the
provenance of any queens.
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WBKA Committee
President Peter Spencer
T: 01926 856204

Bee Inspectors
Seasonal (Apr - Sept only)

Chairman Samantha Peckett
T: 01788 540678
E: chair@wbka.org.uk

Colleen Reichling T: 07990 138898

Secretary Mike Blanco
T: 01527 591855
E: secretary@wbka.org.uk

Colin Pavey

Treasurer Jane Brown
T: 01926 843416
E: treasurer@wbka.org.uk
Examination Secretary
Jane Medwell
E: examsec@wbka.org.uk
WB Editor Katerina Prokopiou
E: wbeditor@wbka.org.uk

Web Master Peter Barclay
T: 02476 411275
E: webmaster@wbka.org.uk

Gordon Bull

T: 07867 351626

Regional
T: 07775 119471

BDI Representatives
WBKA Representative
Julian Routh

T: 0121 3545956

Director & Claims Manager
Bernard Diaper

T: 07711 456932

Warwickshire
AHAT Coordinator
Julian Routh
E: routhjulian@gmail.com

Branch Secretaries
Birmingham

T: 07708 031926

E: bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk

Coventry

T: 02476 411275

E: cbka.secretary@wbka.org.uk

Nuneaton

T: 01827 880689

E: jandl.twidle@gmail.com

Rugby

T: 07486 508079

E: secretary@rugbybeekeepers.org

Shipstone

T: 07506 086133

E: secretary.shipston@wbka.org.uk

Solihull

T: 0121 7041731

E: solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com

Sutton Coldfield

T: 0121 3549451

E: secretary.sutton@wbka.org.uk

Warwick & Leamington

T: 01926 316192

E: secretary@warleambees.org.uk

Copy Date for next Issue 21 March 2021
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