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What’s On 2021 

February 

  

8 19:30 Annual General Meeting 

(AGM), Solihull 

This is a virtual meeting 

conducted using Zoom 

  

8 19:30 Annual General Meeting 

(AGM), Shipston-on-Stour 

Full agenda and reports to be 

circulated in advance for the 

Zoom meeting. 

At the end of the AGM we are 

having a Mead tasting session! 

  

15 19:30 Annual General Meeting 

(AGM), Coventry 

The AGM will be followed  by  a 

session “Ask the oldies – The new 

season.”  

This is a virtual meeting 

conducted using Zoom 

  

18 19:30 90th Annual General 

Meeting (AGM),  Sutton 

Coldfield & North Birmingham 

This is a virtual meeting 

conducted using Zoom 

  

March 

  

8 19:30 Monthly Members’ 

Meeting, Shiston-on-Stour 

Details to be Advised 

This is a virtual meeting 

conducted using Zoom. 

  

18 19:30-20:30 Monthly Meeting, 

Sutton Coldfield and North 

Birmingham 

“Wax Lyrical” by Joyce Nesbit 

Login details for the Zoom 

Meeting will shown 

approximately 3 days prior to 

the talk.  

  

18 19:30 Annual General Meeting 

(AGM),  Warwick & Leamington 

This is a virtual meeting 

conducted using Zoom 

  



April 

  

12 19:30 Monthly Members’ 

Meeting, Shiston-on-Stour 

Details to be Advised 

This is a virtual meeting 

conducted using Zoom. 

  

15 19:30-20:30 Monthly Meeting, 

Sutton Coldfield and North 

Birmingham 

“Hornets” by Steve Martin 

Login details for the Zoom 

Meeting will be shown 3 days 

prior to the talk.  

  

View the 

Warwickshire 

Beekeeper’s 

Association Calendar 

Online any time! 

18 19:30-20:30 Monthly Meeting, 

Coventry 

“Swarming: Prevention better 

than control?” by David Blower 

This is a virtual meeting 

conducted using Zoom 

  

18 19:30 Monthly Meeting, 

Warwick & Leamington 

This is a virtual meeting 

conducted using Zoom 

  

15 19:30 Monthly Meeting, 

Warwick & Leamington 

This is a virtual meeting 

conducted using Zoom 

  

16-

18 

19:30 BBKA Virtual Spring 

Convention 

Visit www.bbka.org.uk for up to 

date information  

  

19 19:30-20:30 Monthly Meeting, 

Coventry 

“WUSAT-3 - Satellite Wildlife 

Monitoring”  by Bill Croft 

This is a virtual meeting 

conducted using Zoom 

  

https://warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk/calendar/
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ON-LINE AND IN COLOUR  

Log In at warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk to view this 

newsletter and many others 

Please contact your Branch Secretary to obtain the password 

Please Note 

Items appearing in WB 
are not necessarily the 
view of  either the 
editor or Warwickshire 
Beekeepers Association 

Editor’s 
Letter 

Seeing so many events scheduled and activities slowly 

resuming is a joy to all of us. 

This is a good time to reach out to your mentor or mentee 

and check in on bee and beekeeper health. Varroa treatment 

using Oxalic Acid should have either been completed or be 

almost complete by now. 

Warnings from the NBU call for the risk of starvation and so it 

is particularly important to ensure you have left enough 

stores for the bees so as to avoid the need for disturbing the 

bees during the deep winter days. 

Most importantly, this downtime will allow you to plan for 

Spring and prepare any necessary equipment. 

  

Keep safe and keep in touch, 

Katerina Prokopiou 

Do you have an 

idea,  story or 

wonderful 

photographs 

to share? 

 

Please share them 

with your Editor 

at 

wbeditor@wbka.

org.uk 

Cover Photo by Warwick & Leamington Beekeepers) 

http://www.warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
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Of the BBKA’s 73 Area Associations (AA’s), 68 attended the virtual Annual 
Delegates’ Meeting (ADM) on Saturday 16th January 2021. These 
delegates represented 25,980 BBKA members. 

A great deal of planning had gone into this first ever online (Zoom) ADM, 
including practise sessions prior to the day where we learned the rules of 
participation - including the use of a second internet enabled device to 
cast votes as mandated by our various AAs.  In the event of a connectivity 
problem, a mobile phone was to be at hand as a backup means to vote.  
Multi-tasking or what! 

In the event, albeit not entirely seamless, the 9.30am – 4.30pm session 
went well on the day with delegates using the Q&A button to comment or 
alert the host team / office staff that they wished to be unmuted to 
address the meeting.  Margaret Wilson, the President, did a very good job 
as chair with Leigh Sidaway, MichelleWalsh and Martin Smith looking after 
procedural matters and the technology. 

Under matters arising from the minutes of last year’s ADM, delegates 
were told that the Government had yet to be lobbied for a reduction in 
VAT on beekeeping equipment and discussions were still taking place 
regarding the UK becoming a member of Apimondia – the bi-annual world 
beekeeping conference. 

The reports from the various executive committees were accepted; the 
2019/20 Accounts showed a small surplus for the fifth year running – the 
first as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO).  The BBKA is 
committed to becoming a Centre of Excellence and is more than helped in 
this endeavour by the 2014 legacy of £245k and subsequent donations of 
some £78k ring-fenced for education and the new teaching apiary. 

The Spring Convention is to be a virtual event as was the National Honey 
Show which attracted online visitors from 85 different countries and broke 

Zoom Annual Delegates Meeting (ADM) 2021 
Warwickshire Beekeepers Delegate Report 
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even financially. For those who signed up as virtual delegates to the NHS, 
the 2020 lectures are still available to view for another month before being 
made generally available. The recorded lectures from previous years have 
attracted over a million viewings and are a very valuable beekeeping 
resource.    

My task as WBKA delegate was to vote on the various propositions tabled 
by AAs plus the Trustee elections in accordance with the wishes of our 
eight Branches as ‘consolidated’ by our County Secretary. With several of 
the propositions I was mandated to cast my vote based on the debate 
which took place at the meeting. In the event, voting went the way 
Warwickshire / I voted with the exception that the proposed £2 rise in 
capitation for 2022/3 was passed and a constitutional proposition 
concerning proxy voting failed because it did not get a necessary 75% 
margin. The most debated proposition concerned guidelines for future 
admissions of AAs; seven separate votes were needed to sort out relative 
details! 

As previously reported, the result of a ‘one vote per Delegate’ vote can be 
challenged by a subsequent request for a ‘Member vote’ where voting 
power then resides in the number of members AAs represent. At this ADM 
a proposition to change to a single, more equitable, way of voting 
narrowly failed by virtue of the very mechanism it proposed to change!  
Full results of the voting at the ADM will be documented in full in a 
subsequent BBKA News. 

Margaret Murdin the previous BBKA President was warmly thanked for all 
that she had done during her tenure and awarded life membership. As was 
the case last year, I feel confident that the BBKA is in good hands with 
proper attention being be paid to the running of the CIO by a well-qualified 
volunteer Executive supported by great Office staff. 

 

Douglas Nethercleft 

WBKA ADM Delegate 
Follow the BBKA on Social! 

https://www.instagram.com/britishbeekeepers/
https://www.facebook.com/TheBritishBeekeepersAssociation/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKtU6rcK6VgPJ-TDd-rCrOA
https://twitter.com/britishbee
https://www.linkedin.com/company/british-beekeepers-association


 

7 
 

All in a month 

WARWICK & LEAMINGTON SPA 

‘Tis the season to be Zooming! In fact, it’s become the ‘new normal’. Using a 
combination of Zoom and WhatsApp, we have been able to maintain what 
is essentially the key factor in any training initiative by enabling face-to-face 
communication. We currently have two active on-line groups focusing on 
Microscopy (no pun intended) and Honey Bee Health. 

By experimenting with little bits of technology, we have been able to run a 
Microscopy workshop enabling ‘live views’ down a microscope using a 
modified web-cam, and a quiz and question and answer session on 
Foulbrood diseases. Whilst these sessions can’t replace the ‘buzz’ of real life 
face-to-face and discussion they are considered to be both successful and 
valuable in getting people thinking and learning. We look forward to getting 
together around a microscope or a hive – but are not holding our breaths! 

Swarm collection continued into the month of December. A colony of bees 
were spotted in a bush next to the canal in Leamington Spa and reported to 
a member of WLBK.  The bees had obviously been there for some time but 
after the surrounding trees and shrubs had dropped their leaves the colony 
was exposed to the elements. A team of three members of WLBK quickly 
assembled to try and save the bees. One team member diverted the public 
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The month continued... 

on the towpath whilst the others safely cut down the bees from the 
bush and placed them into a large cardboard box. 

The bees were a bit disgruntled during the relocation process but 
settled down once inside.  There were approximately four seams of bees 
with some brood, but very little stores to get them through the Winter.  
They were taken home and transferred to a poly Nuc and fed syrup until 
they stopped taking it down.  Finally, the bees were given a slab of 
fondant and closed up for the Winter.  Fingers crossed they will survive 
to the Spring. 

Traditionally, the final branch meeting of the year is a festive social 
gathering and quiz evening.  SARS-CoV-2 was not going to stop WLBK 
members from having their annual festivities. Surrounded by twinkly 
lights and decorated trees, bee-people fabulously attired in Christmas 
jumpers and curious headgear gathered around their screens. 

As dogs competed for attention, mulled wine, snowballs and various 
other concoctions were delicately sipped, even Father Christmas 
imbibed a tiny sloe gin. Some members neglected to complete the first 
round of the quiz, a cryptic task, which Quizmaster Barry had emailed 
earlier in the week, but we all forged ahead regardless with round two, 
general knowledge questions about the wonderful year 2020 and round 
three, a form of Connect-4 that bamboozled the mind at times.   

There were book recommendations and bee talk, of course. Everyone 
enjoyed themselves, there was good conversation, lots of laughter and 
smiles. Thank you, Barry, for hosting the evening. 

 

Barry Meatyard and Chris Price 
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RUGBY 

A quiet time for the bees during a very strange time for their keepers. 

Many members have made comments about New Year's resolutions to 
start and prepare all the kit ready for the new beekeeping season. I 
wonder how many of us have been able to throw off the inertia that Covid 
seems to have created in many people. Hopefully as friends and fellow 
beekeepers we will encourage each other along. The bees will certainly not 
accept excuses. 

The sustained, relatively low temperatures since before Christmas 
hopefully stopped the Queens laying and many of our members were 
planning to treat with oxalic acid. As always the debates continue and 
many members, particularly after the NBU warning about starving 
colonies, have instituted an emergency food system. 

January's meeting was given by James Taylor representing Bees Abroad. 
James was very entertaining and his nervousness about giving his first talk 
was unjustified. It was an entertaining talk with numerous interesting 
points. 

Particularly about the different bees and that the beekeepers in Third 
World countries are not necessarily restricted to one honeybee. We were 
surprised that many of the issues facing beekeepers in these countries 
were similar to those facing ourselves. James explained that even using a 
top bar hive the beekeepers have a procedure to do what is effectively 
their equivalent of an artificial swarm. However, I do not think hanging our 
hives from trees will catch on.  

Many of our members were struck by the low levels of spending to achieve 
so much in the Bees Abroad projects. This is a small charity and their costs 
for projects are very modest compared with the large charities. Their 
project costs are in thousands or at most low tens of thousand pounds. 
However, the achievement of these very modest low cost projects was 
truly magnificent. They are able to identify real beneficial changes in the 
lives of people they are helping.  
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Personally, I found it very humbling to hear how a small number of hives 
could actually radically alter the income, standard of living and education 
of a family. Personally, I have about 15 hives and it was stunning to hear of 
one woman who, managing three colonies could afford on the proceeds 
to send a child to school or another managing 15 hives being able to send 
a child to University. Mine are just a hobby. Conversations with other 
members confirmed that they were equally struck by how keeping a few 
colonies could do so much for these individuals. 

We are so lucky to share such a worthwhile, interesting and stimulating 
hobby. This presentation only serves to emphasise just how lucky we are 
in this country in all sorts of ways. 

One member raised the question of a smile Amazon account he had been 
using to do a trickle donation to Bees Abroad. Myself and others had 
never heard of this or never fully understood. 

Basically every time you use Amazon, simply log on to smile.Amazon.uk. 
All the products and prices are identical but 0.5% of your purchase goes to 
a charity of your nomination. This generates small amounts, but it is worth 
considering the power of lots of small amounts. So far, for a pair of 
slippers and two basic web cams for my grandchildren I have generated 
20p. 

Looking at my orders over the previous three months, I am likely to 
generate £2-3 per year and it will cost me nothing. If 1,000 beekeepers 
who use Amazon did the same thing over two years, this would be close 
to funding a basic project. This comes at no cost to us but can potentially 
have a massive beneficial effect on the lives of people in less privileged 
areas of the world. 

The month continued... 

HAVE YOU HEARD OF THE SMILE 

AMAZON ACCOUNT? 
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I have been struck by the spirit generated in people by the Covid crisis and 
struck by how people have done all sorts of simple things to support those 
who are struggling. We could extend our support across the world with 
very little effort and no cost. If you do not already have a nominated smile 
Amazon Charity, please consider joining in to make an impact. 

Steve Brown 

COVENTRY 

The January ZOOM meeting was well attended. Sarah and Andrew Heath 
gave a very informative and amusing talk about their work as apiary 
managers at the BBKA apiary at Stoneleigh. 

So far, the bees are all surviving. Two of the eight hives have needed 
fondant and the others are eating their stores at an accelerating rate – so 
they will need fondant in two or three weeks. 

The apiary site has much more of an identity now. The official Branch Sign 
has been hung on the gate and the 3 fruit trees have been planted, while 
the daffodil bulbs are starting to show their heads. 

A lime tree has also been planted just outside the apiary fence in a patch of 
clear ground.  The name of the tree is “Winter Orange”. The tree not only 
produces a lot of nectar when in flower, its buds are a bright red in late 
winter/early spring providing a splash of colour in the otherwise drab 
winter months. 

The bulk order Foundation has been delivered and distributed. As 
expected, TradeX is cancelled and the lockdown rules tightened – so no 
option but to order on-line. We are still looking for buddy branches to 
order: 

 Long cuff gloves.  The price for the long cuff gloves are very volume 
sensitive, so if any Branches wish to get involved to place one large 
order please contact me – this is the link so you can see the specs 
https://www.hygienedepot.co.uk/product/ultrasafe-violet-nitrile-glove-
long-cuff. 

Dave Bonner 

https://www.hygienedepot.co.uk/product/ultrasafe-violet-nitrile-glove-long-cuff
https://www.hygienedepot.co.uk/product/ultrasafe-violet-nitrile-glove-long-cuff
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SHIPSTON ON STOUR 

As I sit here with the fire glowing, wind and rain battering the windows 
the days of hot sunshine the smell of the smoker and the gently buzz of 
the bees seem a world away.  

But as the days whirl by at an ever-increasing rate I’m sure it will be here 
in no time. 

As is the norm at the moment the Club is kept together with Zoom 
meetings and various lectures. Our latest Zoom meeting was, as always, a 
nice catch up with the members. Discussions are varied including amongst 
others, the recent news that neonicotinoids (neonics) will soon have a 
limited use in farming and who had or was about to treat for varroa with 
oxalic acid treatment. 

We were lucky to have a very interesting talk from David Blower on “The 
Honed Forager”. This was a talk on how the bees identify their forage, 
communicate its position and how they harvest and store their bounty. 

I was also lucky enough to join North Cotswold Beekeepers for a winter 
lecture on Bee Stings. The talk was given by Julia Piggot and covered all 
aspects of bees’ stings from why we get stung, how the bee uses its sting 
and the effects of stings. The one picture I cannot stop seeing was a bee 
stinging an eye (terrifying), but also some points I took away were 

(1) make sure you can identify where your hives are (using an app called 
what three words and or post codes), should things go wrong, and 

(2) a reminder of basic first aid. Many thanks Julia, and a big thanks to 
NCBK who made us all feel so welcome. 

Hoping you all stay safe, 

Ray Pearce 

WHAT HAPPENED AT SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR IN DECEMBER? 

“Tis the season to be jolly” I hope with all the restrictions and regulations 
at the moment do not dampen your Christmas spirit. 

The month continued... 
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Again, with the current restrictions meetings still continue using the Zoom 
app, this month’s meeting was split into 3 parts. 

A discussion on winter hive care 

The hive care discussion focused on the treatment of varroa and why it is 
so important at the moment. This was especially helpful for us beginners 
who have never performed an oxalic treatment before, and an aide 
memoir for the other club members. 

A bee related fun Quiz 

The bee quiz was set by one of the club members, it covered different 
aspects of bee anatomy, beekeeping and a few “left field” questions. It 
was a lot of fun and light relief in these trying times. 

A prize for the best bee themed festive hat 

The last part was the judging of the best bee related hat, there was a 
variety of specimens from bee Deely Boppers, a Bee Crown, Santa Hats 
and a Bee Bag! Winning hat picture below, (and yes, my wife has too much 
time on her hands!) 

There were also lectures available online. 

I had the chance to listen in on a lecture given by Lynfa Davies; a 
fascinating talk going over all aspects of how bees produce comb, how 
best to encourage bees to draw it and its treatment and care. The lecture 
was much appreciated! 

Hoping you all stay safe 

Merry Christmas 

Ray Pearce 

 

SOLIHULL 

Happy New Year everyone, let’s hope for a better 2021 than 2020 has 
been. 

Like many of you, I have greatly missed meeting with my Beekeeping 
Family regularly and although we’ve kept in touch via Zoom and phone 
calls, etc.  it really doesn’t feel the same. Generally, though we seem to 
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have come through the year unscathed apart from some badger damage 
to our beautiful teaching apiary, in fact the bees seem to have thrived 
whilst being left largely to their own devices! 

Here are some edited highlights from a recent blog sent to the 
membership (13.12.2020) by Jim Hamilton on behalf of the Apiary 
Management Team: 

“Having started feeding early we were confident that by the end of 
September all our colonies were well fed.  When we hefted them again 
two or three weeks later a number had gained weight because they were 
still foraging on Ivy and Himalayan Balsam. 

Our method of feeding fondant is to put a fist sized lump of fondant in a 
zip lock type bag measuring about 20 x 15 cm. You then warm it in the 
microwave (10 - 15 seconds on full power should be sufficient) so it can be 
pressed (rolled) flat and goes into the corners of the bag. It should 
be about 7mm thick. If you prepare a number of bags they can be put into 
the freezer until required. 

The fondant must be put onto the top bars UNDER the crown board. The 
bees will not go through the holes in the crown board to fetch it from 
above as it is too cold for them.  Before you place it on the frames you 
make a cut with a Stanley knife, on one side of the bag, around the 4 
edges and remove the flap of plastic. You then turn it upside down so the 
fondant is on the frames with plastic still covering the top surface to stop 
it drying out. If you have pressed it out sufficiently it will fit under the 
crown board hence the 7mm clearance. We have made 2cm depth 
ekes which fit under the crown board so we can, if need be, use slightly 
thicker slabs of fondant. Check it regularly because they can quickly 
devour it.  

Last week we treated all of the hives with oxalic acid to help reduce the 
varroa. The present time is ideal because there will be very little brood in 
the colony so the varroa will be on the bees (phoretic) and not in the cells. 

We use the trickle method utilising a syringe. The method is described in 

The month continued... 
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detail on the internet, one site being theperfectbee.com.  If you look up 
apibioxal you will see one of the treatments. 

As we explained in September we were doing battle with the badger and 
moles because the adjoining field had been ploughed. The badger damage 
was considerable and unsightly but by mowing, raking and treading flat we 
have the ground in more reasonable order, hopefully in the spring the 
grass will regrow and hide the damage. Meanwhile the mole has 
emigrated to the bund. It must be unpleasant tunnelling because there is a 
considerable amount of hardcore in there!” 

As ever we are so grateful to the team for their unfailing work and 
knowledge which keeps our apiary in such good order and a place to be 
proud of.  We are sincerely hoping that this new season will be better, and 
we will be able to meet again and bother the bees together! 

Our first meeting of the new year was an entertaining talk by Graham 
Royle NBD titled: “If Heath Robinson had been a Beekeeper” – Hints,  Tips, 
Widgets & Thingymabobs. 

The talk was full of good advice and ideas developed over years of 
beekeeping. 

Graham recommends keeping it simple, when buying or making a kit, ask 
yourself ‘will it save time or add interest to my hobby?’. Interestingly, he 
numbers his hives according to their Queen/colony using movable number 
tabs so that the bees can be easily kept track of on record cards and the 
boxes remain anonymous when not numbered permanently.  This would 
be really useful for larger/out apiaries. 

Our AGM is scheduled for 8th February via zoom and it will be interesting 
to use the voting system! Fingers crossed for a good attendance. 

Denise Grove 
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INTRODUCTION  

Back in the 1970’s, one of the “movers and shakers” of the County, decided to compile a 

history of the Association from its inception with the idea of publishing it in 1979 for the 

centenary of the County’s foundation. He was Anthony Rawlings, of whom little is 

known, but there may be someone amongst our readers who can help us with this. 

Anyway, he died before he could complete the research and the then editor of the 

forerunner of this magazine took on the task, which was eventually edited again by Brian 

Milward, who is still a current member of Warwick and Leamington today.  

A rather dog-eared copy of this History has surfaced amongst the papers of another 

member, now also sadly deceased, and comprises a closely typed, twenty-one page 

manuscript containing a rare insight into Victorian and Edwardian beekeeping and the 

governance of the Association This makes such fascinating reading that I have decided to 

serialise excepts from it each month in WB. Most of the text will be verbatim from the 

original with asides (in italics) to explain things which might otherwise bemuse the 

reader. 

We start with the preface, foreword and prologue penned by the principal characters 

involved in bringing this project to fruition. 

PREFACE  

This historical account of Warwickshire Beekeepers’ Association was originally intended 

for publication during the anniversary celebrating one hundred years of the Association in 

1979. However, it never materialised until some years later after the death of its compiler 

(Anthony Rawlings). It was edited from a collection of typed and handwritten scripts by 

the then editor of the Association’s newsletter. It was intended to have a foreword by 

Michael Wakeman, Chairman of the Association in 1979. That foreword was also 

discovered amongst Anthony’s papers and is set out below. We are much indebted to 

Anthony’s widow, Anne, (his second wife after the tragic loss of his first wife, Gillian, in a 

vehicle accident on the way to the National Honey Show). The collection of papers and 

other materials could so easily have been lost altogether. Here then (better late than 

The Roots that formed Branches and Beyond 
Episode 1—The Bee-ginning 



 

17 
 

never) is the final draught which, hopefully will become a tangible memorial to a tireless 

supporter of this Association which has seen many such men and women who have 

dedicated their time and energy in the past, still do in the present and, hopefully, there 

are those who will still do so into the future. 

FOREWORD by Michael Wakeman  

It is my privilege to be asked to write a foreword to this history of the first 100 years of 

the Warwickshire Beekeepers’ Association. 

Although written for the benefit of its members and others of the beekeeping fraternity, 

it will, I am sure, be of more than passing interest to those on the fringe of the craft and 

the reader will no doubt be intrigued and sometimes amused by the activities of our 

forefathers, often in the face of adversity in the form of financial crises and disease not to 

mention two World Wars. 

Fortunately, beekeepers seem blessed with boundless fortitude which is, perhaps, one of 

the reasons the Association has survived the vicissitudes of the past century and I am 

confident that, having served the interests of its members so ably during this period, it 

will doubtless serve them equally well throughout the second century of its existence. 

PROLOGUE by Brian Milward  

How many of us, I wonder, consider the long-term effects of our action? Is what we do 

part of a barely conscious Master Plan, or are we harried by relentless time into decisions 

of day-to-day expediency? Unless human nature has changed radically in the last hundred 

years, I am certain that none of the Ladies and Gentlemen making their way to the Grand 

Hotel on Colmore Row, Birmingham on the 18th September 1879, to attend the inaugural 

meeting of a new beekeeping association, had any notion that, exactly one hundred years 

later (long after even the youngest of them was dead), their heirs in office and 

membership of the same Association would make their way to the same hotel to 

celebrate the completion of the first hundred years of continuous activity and service to 

the craft of beekeeping. 

As we trace the history of the first hundred years, we will find some decisions which had 

unfortunate results and others taken by individuals with ulterior motives. At times, the 

activities of the Association have been difficult to recognise as relevant to the craft, and 

we, with the wisdom of hindsight, will be amused by it all, but can we be sure that similar 

occurrences will not appear during the second century on our watch and be recorded to 

entertain members in 2079? 

Ivan A Perry 
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INGREDIENTS: 
6 tablespoons honey 

3 tablespoons oyster sauce 

¼ teaspoon chilli flakes 

4 whole star anise 

¼ teaspoon salt 

¼ teaspoon black peppercorns, 
ground or crushed 

4 whole cloves of garlic, peeled 

1.5 kg meaty pork ribs 

Honey Roast Ribs 

with Star Anise 

Sticky ribs are a classic example 
of sugar and spice working 
brilliantly together. 

You might never have thought 
of making them at home, but 
the results are amazing. 

Denise Grove 

 

SERVES 2-3 

TIME 1-2 HRS PLUS 

MARINATING 

EASY 
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METHOD: 
1. Make the marinade by spooning the honey and oyster 

sauce into a roasting tin or baking dish.  Add the chilli 
flakes, star anise, salt and ground peppercorns. Stir well 
to mix. 

2. Toss the ribs in the marinade and tuck the garlic cloves 
between the ribs, then set aside for at least 2 hours, it 
wouldn’t hurt to leave them longer or even overnight. 

3. Roast the ribs at 160ºC/325ºF/Gas 3 for 90 minutes, turning 
them in their sauce from time to time. 

4. After 90 minutes turn the heat up to 200ºC/400ºF/Gas 6 
for 15 minutes. Keep an eye on them as sometimes they 
burn easily. 

5. They are ready when the meat is tender, though far from 
falling off the bone, and the ribs are sticky and almost 
charred. 



20 

Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper 

O xalic Acid has been applied on all hives and I have 
had to add one more kilogram of fondant for each. I 

am reassured thanks to signs of life in all colonies and can 
now start planning for next spring. 

I will have to strategise carefully for the coming spring as I 
don’t want to end up with more colonies than my site can handle. If all six 
of my colonies, together with the Nuc, overwinter well, then that will be 
exactly the case. Other than the site capacity, I think I will struggle with 
swarm control and I would also risk my bees becoming a nuisance on the 
allotment. I am also concerned about the available forage of the area, as I 
know there are a few other beekeepers nearby. 

However, I should not count my chickens before they hatch! 

Let’s see how many of the colonies making through the winter, but for 
now, we just need to plan. 

Denali Enns 

Warwickshire Beekeeper Magazine – how do you read yours? 

As beekeepers, we’re all keen to look after the environment by reducing the amount of 
paper we use.  

One way of doing this is to cut the numbers of printed copies of Warwickshire Beekeeper 
that are printed each month. Nuneaton Branch have won the ‘gold star’ for requisitioning 
no printed copies at all and three other Branches request minimal numbers.  

With membership renewals looming, this would be an excellent time to remember the 
benefits of receiving a digital copy of Warwickshire Beekeeper. This comes in glorious 
technicolour and lends itself to being much more interactive than the traditional printed 
booklet. 

And, of course, the costs associated with printing and with postage are lost – saving the 
bee keeping community (County and Branches) over £20 per copy each year (over £3,000 
in total). 

Please don’t be alarmed if you don’t have access to a computer – we’ll always find a way of 
printing a few copies locally so that every member can still enjoy their favourite magazine. 

For questions or ideas, reach out to our treasurer, Jane Brown, at 
treasurer@wbka.org.uk 

mailto:treasurer@wbka.org.uk?subject=Digital%20version%20of%20WB%20-%20Feedback%20and%20Ideas
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CAVEAT EMPTOR 

Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Asso-
ciation is not responsible for any goods or ser-
vices advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or 

on the  website. Anyone purchasing bees or 
nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are 

disease free and that they are aware of the 
provenance of any queens. 

 
Warwickshire Honey for Sale 
Contact: David Scott 
M 01926 813802 
E tomlow.bees@virgin.net 

Honey from this years Summer crop 
available in buckets. 

Unfiltered, £3.00 /lb, or filtered ready 
to bottle, £3.20/lb. 
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WBKA Committee 

President Peter Spencer 

T: 01926 856204 

Chairman Samantha Peckett 

T: 01788 540678  

E: chair@wbka.org.uk 

Secretary Mike Blanco 

T: 01527 591855 

E: secretary@wbka.org.uk 

Treasurer Jane Brown 

T: 01926  843416 

E: treasurer@wbka.org.uk 

Examination Secretary Jane Medwell 

E: examsec@wbka.org.uk 

WB Editor Katerina Prokopiou 

E: wbeditor@wbka.org.uk 

Web Master Peter Barclay 

T: 02476 411275 

E: webmaster@wbka.org.uk 

Branch Secretaries 

Birmingham T: 07708 031926 E: bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk  

Coventry T: 02476 411275 E: cbka.secretary@wbka.org.uk  

Nuneaton T: 01827 880689 E: jandl.twidle@gmail.com 

Rugby T: 07486 508079 E: secretary@rugbybeekeepers.org 

Shipston T: 07506 086133  E: secretary.shipston@wbka.org.uk 

Solihull T: 0121 7041731 E: solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com 

Sutton Coldfield T: 0121 3549451 E: secretary.sutton@wbka.org.uk 

Warwick & Leamington T: 01926 316192 E: secretary@warleambees.org.uk 

Copy Date for next Issue 21 February 2021 

Bee Inspectors 

Seasonal (Apr - Sept only) 

Colleen Reichling T: 07990 138898 

Gordon Bull T: 07867 351626 

Regional 

Colin Pavey T: 07775 119471 

BDI Representatives 

WBKA Representative 

Julian Routh T: 0121 3545956 

Director & Claims Manager 

Bernard Diaper T: 07711 456932 

Warwickshire 

AHAT Coordinator 
Julian Routh 

E: routhjulian@gmail.com  


