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What’s On 2021
January
March

16

61st Annual Delegate meeting
for the BBKA
The ADM will be conducted
using Zoom

18

18

19:30-20:30 Monthly Meeting,
Coventry
“Swarming: Prevention better
than control?” by David Blower

19:30-20:30 The BBKA Apiary,
Coventry

This is a virtual meeting
conducted using Zoom

Talk by Andrew and Sarah Heath

This is a virtual meeting
conducted using Zoom

April

19
February

15

19:30 Annual General Meeting
(AGM), Coventry

19:30-20:30 Monthly Meeting,
Coventry
“WUSAT-3 - Satellite Wildlife
Monitoring” by Bill Croft
This is a virtual meeting
conducted using Zoom

The AGM will be followed by a
session “Ask the oldies – The new
season.”
This is a virtual meeting
conducted using Zoom

View the
Warwickshire
Beekeeper’s
Association Calendar
Online any time!

Editor’s
Letter
I guess both beekeepers and bees have survived this crazy
year, where has it all gone?!
As unusual and scary as this year may have seemed, it has
come with its benefits. For one, we have all embraced the
advantages of all the technology surrounding us and used it
to set up webinars, online workshops and lectures, even as
simple Q&A sessions to replace missed branch meetings.

Bees have been thriving, which begs the questions of our
necessity, and the halt of travel may have blessed us with
control over the Asian Hornet.

Do you have an
idea, story or
wonderful
photographs
to share?
Please share them
with your Editor
at
wbeditor@wbka.
org.uk

With winter fast approaching, both bees and beekeepers will
be huddling in their homes. Let’s make sure both are well
stocked on supplies and are prepped for the new year to
come.
Please Note

Warm wishes,
Katerina Prokopiou

Items appearing in WB
are not necessarily the
view of either the
editor or Warwickshire
Beekeepers Association

Cover Photo by Denali Enns (Coventry Beekeepers)

ON-LINE AND IN COLOUR
Log In at warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk to view this
newsletter and many others
Please contact your Branch Secretary to obtain the password
3

Zoom Annual Delegates Meeting (ADM)
Extracts from the Annual Reports from BBKA Trustees and
other documents to be presented

Despite the negative effects of Covid-19, the financial year to 30/9/20 registered a
small surplus of income over expenditure.
The BBKA Facebook page now has over 9,000 followers and use of the charity’s
Twitter and Instagram social media platforms is also increasing.
The https://bbkaforum.co.uk has continued to grow.
All three of Professor Tom Seeley’s intended lectures at the cancelled 2020
Spring Convention are available to view on the BBKA YouTube channel accessed
via www.bbka.org.uk.
The BBKA website now has a very good reference resource titled “What Bee Is
This?” which is proving very popular with the general public.
Propositions to be put to the ADM include:


Increasing the annual capitation from £19 to £21 (effective Oct 2022) to
offset a significant and believed continuing drop in donations to the Charity;



Changing the voting system at the ADM to a single tier weighted system;



The introduction of a set of criteria and procedures that will need to be met
and followed before a new Area Association can be accepted as such.

Also of note:


The numerous leaflets available for free download on the BBKA website;



The increasing number of Special Edition booklets on beekeeping topics;



The hundreds of articles that have appeared in past editions of BBKA News
and accessible via the BBKA website.

Follow the BBKA on Social!

Douglas Nethercleft
WBKA ADM Delegate

4

All in a month
WARWICK & LEAMINGTON SPA
Another month of members participation restricted by Covid-19 limitations has
passed and the future still looks uncertain. With this in mind the committee felt it
was very important to positively engage with its membership, replacing the
diarised members meeting with a Zoom film meeting as an alternative to the
presentations and question and answer sessions that have already been held. Also,
a survey of members was completed to identify where we stood with the
membership in terms of overall satisfaction, quality of information and support
provided and what was the most effective membership communication method,
our MessengerBee (email) and the monthly BeeTalk.
A pleasing feature of the survey was the participation where over 55% of the
membership, some 130 responses as compared with the 20 when a similar exercise
was conducted in 2017. The use of a commercially available web survey package
proved its worth.
The survey was also used to identify the membership use of the branch resources,
needless to say the co-purchasing of beekeeping consumables being the most
popular (more than 80%) so validating the rumoured parsimonious habits of
beekeepers.

CO-OP PURCHASING IS THE MOST POPULAR SERVICE
(MORE THAN 80% )
The survey also gave the committee the opportunity to identify those members
who wished to support the workings of the branch in a number of areas to widen
the membership participation. Further, it allowed us to identify areas for
beekeeping skill and knowledge for follow up with individuals with a view to
facilitating both beekeeping certification and BBKA module study.
During the month a number of approaches have been received looking to provide
sites for beehives and these are being followed up for their suitability. Clearly
“lockdown” has given both individuals and companies time to examine their green
credentials.
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The month continued...
Finally, the branch took a stand at the Corvid-19 secure Hill Close Annual Apple
Day at Warwick. Our one and only public event in the year. Our stewards
experienced a slow day of good autumn weather with most interest being in
the honey sales. From what those attending said we as a branch had been
missed at the shows and events cancelled over the summer and our presence
was very much appreciated: they were able to stock up.

Bernard Brown

RUGBY
As we had no speaker via zoom this month, we enjoyed the usual format of
discussion and debate. As usual diverse opinions on everything were present,
sparking an even more exciting debate.
The only question where there was a consensus was “do beekeepers ever
agree on anything?”. The consensus was yes, but no one could agree what it
was.
It remains a fascination to me that whenever a discussion like this starts up
some variations or unusual things come to light. It has been a strange year
regarding weather and climate – when was the last normal/average year? There
are spring flowering shrubs in my garden with significant blooms. I have never
seen so much pollen going into my hives at this time of year, there is some ivy
but colour variation suggests other plants. Being rural, one possibility is
mustards sown as a green manure. It became more interesting when a number
of our members described the large pollen harvest going in and this included
urban beekeepers. Another observation was large numbers of bees clearly
feeding on the liquid/sugars from grapes rotting on the vine – another first.
There was much promotion of ongoing education and there was a general
agreement on the benefit of the BBKA modules or husbandry courses.
However, which modules to do first after the basic produced divided opinion.
Some favoured module 1, very wide ranging but moved knowledge and
associated management skills forward the most, others favoured modules
which were more focused and thought to require narrower preparation
helping less experienced beekeepers gain confidence.
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There was the usual variation in opinions around emergency winter feeding with
pots of fondant in the roof space and even more debate around the use of winter
oxalic acid; especially as the winters are milder and the queens may not stop
laying.
Several members were planning to leave a full super on their hives. It was a new
knowledge to some that the queen excluder needed to be removed. It was
generally agreed (but not by all!) that the super should be on the bottom. Several
members stating that the super was then generally empty come spring.
One of our members routinely carries out a shook swarm on all his hives. Given
that he probably has more hive years than the rest of us put together, and always
has lots of honey, it was listened to with some weight. There was then a
discussion about the practicalities, particularly timing and the question of the
need to feed afterwards.
As always, it was amazing what we shared in 70 minutes and the impression I had
was that, like me, everyone had been made to think and question some of their
practices and learnt at least some snippets of new knowledge.

Steve Brown

COVENTRY
No news about the bees other than the hives look to be doing OK, with the bees
flying on those days with better weather.
The November ZOOM meeting was well attended. Two of the BBKA archive films
were shown. Dr Colin Butler’s “Finding Queen Substance” Parts 1 and 2. Very
instructive films, full of information. The observation was made that the films
covered about 12 years of research in 20 mins.

The annual Christmas Quiz will be our December meeting.
The apiary site is looking good, with the grass seed growing well. Over 600
daffodil bulbs and around 100 crocus bulbs have been planted around the site.
The hope is that the site will not only provide food for the bees in the spring but
will also look great.
The fruit trees will be ordered – 2 crab apples and a cherry tree.

Orders for the Api-Bioxal treatment are now being taken. Treatment will take
place in December to ensure good healthy bees which are essential to support
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The month continued...

Construction of the
moisture blanket

that explosive spring build up that is so important to our colonies.
The branch still has plans for the following bulk orders:
• Foundation. If lockdown rules allow, a trip to Maisemore is being planned so

that a wax swap can take place. Having missed Tradex this year, there is quite
a large amount of wax in store. Who knows if Tradex will take place next
year!
• Long cuff gloves. The price for the long cuff gloves are very volume sensitive,

so if any Branches wish to get involved to place one large order please
contact me – this is the link so you can see the spec https://
www.hygienedepot.co.uk/product/ultrasafe-violet-nitrile-glove-long-cuff.
Dave Bonner

SHIPSTON ON STOUR
Well, another month and another style of lockdown; let’s hope for better times
soon.
Once again, the membership has kept together using the regular monthly
meeting via zoom. And we also had the opportunity of several bee keeping
related talks.
During our group meeting we had a chance to catch up with each other
discussing the current world and local situations. There were some discussions
on what we should be doing with our bees; the consensus was not to be too
invasive but to check to ensure they had enough supplies for the winter. For
checking the supplies there was a lively discussion on how to “heft” a hive, with
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several of us beginners indicating how tricky this is to do, one good tip was to use
luggage scales when the hive is full giving a base line reading for the future. At
the club apiary we have been fortunate enough to have acquired some more
storage space (it seems that equipment seems to fill any space provided?) and
Douglas is keeping a watchful eye on the club hives to ensure they are fit for the
upcoming season.
One of the members mentioned moisture blankets (quilts) that he was trying due
to a lot of moisture last year, there are some interesting links you can find on
Google. The moisture blanket is constructed by fitting a mesh screen halfway up
the eek and filling the top of the screen with wood shavings, the theory being
moisture condensing on the roof would drip to the shavings not the hive. The gap
below the screen would enable feeding the bees if required. I will keep posted as
and when there are any results.
As part of the meeting, we had a Beekeeping at Buckfast Abbey presentation
given by Clare Densley and Martin Hann. This presentation described the
foundation of the abbey and its development in the 1900’s. There was an in-depth
look into the work of Brother Adam and his colleagues on his methods of bee
keeping and how honey production was developed and built up at the Abbey. It
was interesting to see how he went about his queen rearing and his thoughts on
breeding the best bees, and how that compared to the current system running at
the Abbey not aiming for the perfect bee but the perfect mongrel.
We also had a talk on “Bee Sheds” from Prof. David Evans, which went over the
reasons behind the use of the sheds and their advantages / disadvantages. The
main advantage for David was that his studies involved experimentation on bee
larvae at a key stage of development, which required regular inspections
“whatever the weather”. This was a fascinating talk and well worth watching (I
now have shed envy)
Another Webinar we were invited to was from Pam Hunter on oils seed rape. The
webinar went over the history of the plant and how over the years it has been
developed. There was a detailed explanation of the current challenges to the
farming industry with the restriction on pesticides. Pam also gave details on how
best to determine when and how to take your harvest from rape and an insight
on how to cream the honey.
I would just point out that I have not done justice to the aforementioned talks
and would recommend watching them in full.
Hoping you all stay safe,
Ray Pearce
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The month continued...
SUTTON COLDFIELD
Spring Management- Jim Vivian Griffths - 19th November2020
Jim, a beekeeper with 20 years of experience, gave our branch a talk on Spring
Management and shared with us his previous and current beekeeping work.
Jim then went through what honeybees need for a healthy hive, and how to
identify healthy brood. All the information shared was interesting for both new
beekeepers and those with more experience, especially as we also covered EFB/
AFB and Nosema during his talk.
He discussed many of his own theories and quoted Randy Oliver "The Scientific
Bee Keeper" while advocating the best practice in treating and managing
colonies.
One of his key points was on weather and how pollen in spring builds strong
colonies and feeding pollen in spring in wet weather is advisable to ensure you
have a good healthy colony later in the year. If we can get colonies strong in
spring, they can be more productive but we as beekeepers we have to monitor
varroa levels to ensure we are knocking down varroa numbers and keeping
them low.
Jim, proud of his colonies and the honey production, monitors colonies closely
to see when they produce and gather honey. This was an engaging talk and Jim
reminded us we should be prepping for next year and Spring.
Jitesh Patel

BIRMINGHAM
After the success of our first virtual workshop last month our second was held
this month on rendering and cleaning beeswax. Sharif with the help of Roman
produced a recording on how he had rendered wax through his solar wax
melter and Jane shared her video on how she rendered wax using her Easisteam device purchased from Thornes. This led to one or two members sharing
in their homemade devices, giving ideas to those members just what can be
produced with a little thought.

Sharif then continued on how he cleaned the rendered wax with a ‘show and
tell’ recording, using Bain Maries, bean can (empty and clean!), Jaye cloths,
elastic bands, moulds and stating that the amount of filtering depended on
10

what the wax was to be used for. Finally, the wax was poured into moulds and
proper Blue Peter style ‘Hey presto!’ - 12 beautiful blocks of clean wax was
produced. A tip he gave us for getting wax blocks the correct weight when
entering a show was to place the mould on a set of kitchen scales and measure
each block as you pour in the wax. Throughout the recording Sharif reminded us
about health and safety and the dangers of working with molten wax and the
equipment used.
Sharif wins many prizes with his wax and I wonder if he let us into any secrets
during this workshop!
I would like to thank Sharif, Roman and Jane for producing the workshop which
brought so many of our members together during these difficult times.
If you are still looking for those Christmas gifts made from natural hive products
do visit www.let-it-bee.co.uk.
It has certainly been a year that we won’t forget in a hurry and hope that 2021 will
allow us to get back to some sort of normal activities.

Birmingham Branch wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,
keep safe and well.
Jan Willlets

Warwickshire Beekeeper Magazine – how do you read yours?
As beekeepers, we’re all keen to look after the environment by reducing the amount of
paper we use.
One way of doing this is to cut the numbers of printed copies of Warwickshire Beekeeper
that are printed each month. Nuneaton Branch have won the ‘gold star’ for requisitioning no
printed copies at all and three other Branches request minimal numbers.
With membership renewals looming, this would be an excellent time to remember the
benefits of receiving a digital copy of Warwickshire Beekeeper. This comes in glorious
technicolour and lends itself to being much more interactive than the traditional printed
booklet.
And, of course, the costs associated with printing and with postage are lost – saving the bee
keeping community (County and Branches) over £20 per copy each year (over £3,000 in
total).
Please don’t be alarmed if you don’t have access to a computer – we’ll always find a way of
printing a few copies locally so that every member can still enjoy their favourite magazine.
For questions or ideas, reach out to our treasurer, Jane Brown, at treasurer@wbka.org.uk
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Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper

L

ast month I was worried about one of my hives being
robbed, however it’s still alive and appears to be a
decent size colony. I may have been mistaken there. By
hefting my 6 hives, I found that two are really heavy, two
seem decent and two of them are light. This week I added
fondant to all colonies. I figured with this warm weather
they’ll be consuming more of their stores and it would be terrible for them
to run in to trouble early in the winter season.
The poly nuc is still in the back garden. It’s fitted with a miller feeder and
I’ve put some fondant in that. They probably don’t need the supplement as
I found them on my neighbours’ mahonia. I’m hoping my neighbours
haven’t noticed me intensely staring at their shrubs or I may get a
reputation for being odd (if I haven’t already!). It’s late November and I’m
noticing some of the bees are still bringing in some hefty pollen bags.
This was to be the first year of my boiling super frames but I managed to
get out of it by accidentally reversing over the box of frames after being
distracted and forgetting that I didn't actually put the box in the boot of
the car! The wood made nice kindling in a fireplace and I salvaged as much
wax as I could. I still need to boil up and filter the wax.
This past season I’ve focused on being able to identify local trees and
shrubs of benefit to the bees. As I’m not from the UK, this is a learning
curve for me. I find it interesting that something I’ve walked past and never
noticed for years (i.e.: Mahonia) is such a helpful shrub for providing winter
forage for bumblebees and honeybees.
I'm hoping everyone is keeping healthy and well.

Denali Enns
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Warwickshire Honey for Sale
Contact: David Scott
M 01926 813802
E tomlow.bees@virgin.net
Honey from this years Summer crop
available in buckets.
Unfiltered, £3.00 /lb, or filtered ready
to bottle, £3.20/lb.

CAVEAT EMPTOR
Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any goods or services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or
on the website. Anyone purchasing bees or
nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are
disease free and that they are aware of the
provenance of any queens.
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WBKA Committee
President Peter Spencer
T: 01926 856204
Chairman Samantha Peckett
T: 01788 540678
E: chair@wbka.org.uk
Secretary Mike Blanco
T: 01527 591855
E: secretary@wbka.org.uk
Treasurer Jane Brown
T: 01926 843416
E: treasurer@wbka.org.uk
Examination Secretary
Jane Medwell
E: examsec@wbka.org.uk

WB Editor Katerina Prokopiou
E: wbeditor@wbka.org.uk
Web Master Peter Barclay
T: 02476 411275
E: webmaster@wbka.org.uk

Bee Inspectors
Seasonal (Apr - Sept only)
Colleen Reichling T: 07990
138898
Gordon Bull

T: 07867 351626

Regional
Colin Pavey

T: 07775 119471

BDI Representatives
WBKA Representative
Julian Routh

T: 0121 3545956

Director & Claims Manager
Bernard Diaper

T: 07711 456932

Warwickshire
AHAT Coordinator
Julian Routh
E: routhjulian@gmail.com

Branch Secretaries
Birmingham

T: 07708 031926

E: bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk

Coventry

T: 02476 411275

E: cbka.secretary@wbka.org.uk

Nuneaton

T: 01827 880689

E: jandl.twidle@gmail.com

Rugby

T: 07486 508079

E: secretary@rugbybeekeepers.org

Shipston

T: 07506 086133

E: secretary.shipston@wbka.org.uk

Solihull

T: 0121 7041731

E: solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com

Sutton Coldfield

T: 0121 3549451

E: secretary.sutton@wbka.org.uk

Warwick & Leamington

T: 01926 316192

E: secretary@warleambees.org.uk

Copy Date for next Issue 21 December 2020
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