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ON-LINE AND IN COLOUR  

Log In at warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk to view this 

newsletter and many others 

Please contact your Branch Secretary to obtain the password 

Please Note 

Items appearing in WB 
are not necessarily the 
view of  either the 
editor or Warwickshire 
Beekeepers Association 

Editor’s 
Letter 

Autumn again.  How did this happen so quick? 

 

With most of us wrapping up the season and getting ready to 

hibernate, lectures and Zoom meetings should be on every 

one’s agenda. Remember, you may attend any other branch’s 

meeting and, as these are mostly virtual, distance is no longer 

a good excuse! 

 

The first Asian Hornet has been sighted and so we need to be 

extra vigilant and not let our guard now, not just yet. 

Meanwhile, our hives should be prepped for winter with 

stores aplenty and varroa treatment complete. 

 

May this winter be kind, as we are locked in far from our 

hives. 

Best wishes and keep safe, 

Katerina Prokopiou 

Do you have an 

idea,  story or 

wonderful 

photographs 

to share? 

 

Please share them 

with your Editor 

at 

wbeditor@wbka.

org.uk 

Cover Photo by Meggyn Pomerlau (Unsplash) 

http://www.warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
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8 September 2020 

Asian Hornet seen near Gosport in Hampshire. Its identity was confirmed, and 
the NBU Bee Inspectors started to track and find the nest. 

 

14 September 2020 

It was reported that the nest had been located and destroyed, further 
observations are taking place in the area to check for the possibility of other 
nests. It is very unlikely that this nest would have progressed to producing any 
queens. 

 

This proves that Asian Hornets are here again this year and we should be very 
vigilant when observing our hives and regularly checking any traps that have 
been put out. If any sightings are made they should be reported immediately 
preferably with a good photo. The BBKA website seems currently the best for 
gaining up to date information. 

 

 

Julian Routh 

AHAT Warwickshire Coordinator 

E: routhjulian@gmail.com 

M: 07758191955 

Asian Hornet Report 
First Asian Hornet Seen 

https://www.bbka.org.uk/Listing/Category/asian-hornet-vespa-velutina
mailto:routhjulian@gmail.com?subject=Request%20for%20help%20with%20Asian%20Hornet
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Learning is perhaps one of the biggest parts of being a beekeeper and what 
better way to learn through making mistakes and sharing those experiences 
with fellow beekeepers? This month we have asked you: 

  Question of the month 

“Have you ever made an embarrassing beekeeping error that has taught 
you an important lesson? (Or not?)” 

My embarrassing lesson was in early days when I used two natural 
treatments at the same time; thinking natural and safe. One, very 

strong colony deteriorated rapidly. 

I called the bee inspector, trying to remember all of what I had seen on the 

beginners’ course and had 6 alternative diagnoses by the time the 

inspector arrived. One look by the inspector, and I was promptly receiving a 

polite lecture on using unlicensed treatments followed by the 

explanation: I should have read the contents label. 

Both treatments had a substantial amount of oxalic acid as a main 

constituent. I had effectively given the bees a toxic dose of oxalic 
acid and they were dying from acid burns. Point taken! 

 

Steve Brown, Rugby Beekeepers 

  OOPS! 



5 
 

 

Yes, many mistakes that I have learned from.  

Most distressing was to collect a large swarm in a skep then wrap it 

in a sheet to transport to another site in my car. I did this in the late 
morning and the journey took more than an hour as I had to collect 
some bits on the way. 

When I went to hive the swarm, it had died out through overheating. 

Lessons learned were to provide ventilation if moving during the 

day; move quickly and have the receiving hive ready 
beforehand; better to move in the cool of the evening or very early 

morning.  

David Blower, Shipston-on-Stour Beekeepers  

Most readers know I’ve made quite a few beekeeping errors in the process 
of learning to keep bees… you will have read all about it! For me 
personally, the most important lesson I’ve learned about keeping bees on 

an allotment, is that if a colony is bad tempered, the queen needs 
replacing promptly. 

It’s not worth the risk having your bees annoying or behaving aggressively 

to others. Also, isn’t life better being a beekeeper working with 
fairly chilled-out bees versus having to say a few prayers as you don 

your beekeeping suit and light the smoker? I think so.   

 

Denali Enns, Coventry Beekeepers 

Yes, I have made loads of embarrassing mistakes, a major 

common denominator is impatience. So many times, I do 

something not quite correctly and immediately think “I wish I 
had waited…”.  Even a few seconds thinking time would have 
made a big difference. 

However, now that I fully understand that bees are more 
intelligent than I am – things have improved  

Dave Bonner, Coventry Beekeepers 
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There is no denying that drones still get a bad press. Victorian moralists 
were eager to contrast the drone lifestyle with that of the workers or the 
queen and quick to make the point that without industry and thrift there 
can be no redemption. In short, the eventual fate of drones was no more 
than they deserved. The message to the populace was take note and 
mend your ways!   

It has not always been so. Two reverend gentlemen have spoken up for 
drones. In 1609, Charles Butler when writing The Feminine Monarchie (sic) 
took an understanding approach to drone 
behaviour which today might be 
summarised by “the boy can't help it”. 
Almost three hundred years later, 
J.G. Digges writing in the Irish Bee Guide for 
1904 reminded his readers that drones also 
“sacrifice their lives to duty” if not as the 
result of successfully mating then 
eventually to the needs of the colony 
as Autumn advances.   

If we fast forward to the present day we might be tempted to exonerate 
drones on the basis that offspring are said to do better in two parent 
families. If a drone not only does not know his father but never even had a 
father, should we be surprised if he turns out to be feckless, particularly 
as his mother cannot be said to be maternal in the caring sense? The 
question illustrates that to draw comparisons between bee and human 
societies, and to make moral judgements, has no validity, even if 
allegorical inferences may be drawn.   

It is important also to remember that a drone acquires no male genes 
other than those supplied to his mother by his grandfather when she was 
mated. If that appears improbable today, it is little wonder that when 

In deference to drones 

Drones “sacrifice 

themselves to duty” 

- Irish Bee Guide by J.G. 

Digges, 1904 
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Johann Dzierzon, another cleric, first published his findings to explain the 
sexuality of eggs when laid, they were received with scepticism and even 
hostility. Later with general recognition of the concept of dominant and 
recessive genes, cross breeding experiments led to acceptance of his 
proposals as first put forward. They remain landmark studies which 
inform our understanding of bee development even today.   

From the practical beekeeping perspective, since drones are thought to 
pass on genes which determine colony behaviour, in order to derive 
colonies with the right attributes, “flooding” the area with drones derived 
from a colony exhibiting the desired characteristics would pay dividends, 
and metaphysical considerations may be left to a later occasion when the 
mead has been poured.   

 

Malcolm Brierley  

Cheshire Beekeeper via ebees Aug 2013  
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All in a month 

WARWICK & LEAMINGTON SPA 

This month we explored the possibility of conducting our Honey Show online but, 
eventually, agreed it was all a bit ambitious, and so our Honey show is cancelled, in 
line with most branches. However, on a more positive note, we did plan for 
introductory courses on two weekends in March, spaces permitting. 

We started our Winter programme of talks with a Zoom talk by Jim Vivian-Griffiths, 
Master Beekeeper, about spring management- the photos were great and the 
electronic format works well. 

The talk about spring has coincided with feeding and preparing for winter - Clive 
has been distributing Ambrosia as fast as it can go into containers (in a socially 
distanced way, of course). At the same time, the extraction unit has also been fully 
booked (COVID- timings in place, of course) and there is a great deal of honey and 
wax going through. 

Our librarian has started a Bee Book Group - another good excuse to have a glass 
of wine and enjoy our bee books. The microscopy group is re-starting for the 
winter with better than ever resources - we have some new microscopes of both 
types. 

This month we have conducted a Branch survey about what members value and 
would like to see more of, as well as how they would like to participate. We have 
already had 88 responses, which is many more than our last survey in 2017.  So far, 
it is clear that our members value the co-op purchasing and regular emails the 
most – but also value a lot of other things, too. It is certainly going to give us 
plenty to talk about. 

Paul Kerr and Jane Medwell  

CO-OP PURCHASING AND REGULAR COMMUNICATION 

ARE VALUED THE MOST 
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RUGBY 

As this strange year comes towards an end there was much discussion between 
members about lack of forage and how some colonies had reached close to 
starvation point. As always, the questions arose why some colonies fared better 
than others. 

Preparation for winter focused on the use of fat dummy boards to limit the dead 
space in small colonies or, if very small, using a nucleus. The issue of why a colony 
might be so small was also raised and the need for disease inspections 
emphasised. This is a good time to put the disease day full inspection “fixture” for 
next spring in your diary as well as keeping it in mind. 

Some members were thinking about jobs for the winter - repairing roofs, 
sterilising equipment and weather proofing supers and brood boxes not in use, all 
came high on the list. As always, such plans are made so that work is completed 
in winter and not left until last minute. We shall see how it all goes. 

This discussion led to people bringing up simple little things, tips, that people 
have learnt that help or make some tasks easier. We have circulated our members 
asking them to share lessons/tips. We hope to share all these tips and tricks on 
our website. 

The topic of roofs had also come up. One frustration was the inside struts coming 
off - it seemed that whatever nailing/gluing tactic was used, every so often, 
propolis would win and when taking of a roof a strut would be left behind stuck 
on the brood box/super. One suggestion that works and is relatively simple is to 
use two screws for each strut plus nails or all screws. 

A simple tip was to put queen excluders in a freezer for 48 hours and scrape using 
a flat scraper for the wood and a corrugated scraper for the wire. You must 
scrape as soon as you bring it out of the freezer as the propolis and wax are 
brittle and come off very easily and much more efficiently. 

Many of us buy the refillable self-igniting blow torches with cannisters. Almost 
invariably the self-igniter fails and lighting them with a match is difficult, one 
member has a tech boss candle lighter, bought from amazon, USB rechargeable; 
it produces an arc spike and lights your burner easily and safely. Her suggestion 
was to buy the cheaper torches and one of these to supplement. 
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The month continued... 

Having become fed up with repeated trips to B&Q to replace these basic blow 
torches as they wore out, one member bought an industrial burner. A Sievert 
general blow torch kit from Hamilton gas product which connects to a small 
propane cylinder. More expensive, but it has lasted 3 years, paid for itself and is 
much more powerful and quicker.  

Steve Brown 

COVENTRY 

Where has the season gone? 

All three queen introductions have been successful, so the branch Colonies 

all go into the winter with 2020 queens. 

Both winter feeding and the Apiguard Varroa treatment are finished.  As 

usual, the Varroa drop between hives has been very variable. Some colonies 

having only a few varroa drop others having hundreds. What makes the 

difference? All the colonies have been in the same apiary all season and no 

bees or swarms have been brought into the site. 

Api-Bioxal treatment will take place in December to ensure good healthy 

bees which are essential to support that explosive spring build up that is so 

important to our colonies. 

The apiary site has been transformed. Weeds have been cleared and the 

site harrowed. It is now ready to have the grass seed sown, shrubs planted 

around the fence and 3 or 4 fruit trees planted. The intention is for all of 

that to be done by the end of October. 

Attention has now turned to winter meetings and maintaining the 

programme on the 3rd Monday 

of the month. The Branch has 

purchased a ZOOM licence and 

the first meeting takes place on 

21st September, just as this WB 

goes to press. The first meeting 

will be an open forum giving 
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members a chance to discuss their season, raise any issues about preparing 

bees for the winter and to offer suggestions about topics for future meetings.  

I am sure that it will also be a training exercise for those members who are 

not familiar with the ZOOM application and technology.   

If anyone who has experience of running quizzes over ZOOM can they contact 

me as we would like to hold a ‘virtual’ Christmas Quiz and some guidance 

would help us. 

 

On a more sober note EFB has been confirmed in a colony in Coventry. This 

belonged to a new Beekeeper. It was their only colony, which they had 

bought in June from outside the area. Inspectors from the NBU will be 

arranging inspections around Coventry and have also contacted the supplier 

of the bees. This situation emphasises the benefits of buying bees locally and 

from Beekeepers known to or recommended by Branch members.   

Dave Bonner 

SUTTON COLDFIELD 

Reading the Bee's - Julian Routh - 23rd September 2020 

Sutton Coldfield and North Birmingham Association had its first virtual lecture 
using Zoom. The lecture was called “Reading the Bees” and was presented by 
Julian Routh, a member of long standing, with a lot of experience and an 
extremely knowledgeable beekeeper. 

Julian explained how with regular practice of actually looking at the activities 
within the brood box and at the hive entrance you can see what the bees are 
doing. As a beginner you may only see things that perhaps others have told you 
to look out for or things you may have read about. Things like seeing Honey, 
Pollen, Nectar, identifying Drones, worker, The Queen (If lucky), as well as eggs 
and larvae. 

But as time goes on and one’s eye develops; it becomes much easier to spot 
things that are not the norm. Watching the entrance is also important seeing 
bees coming and going and mentally monitoring the numbers and regularity. I 
personally enjoy spotting the different coloured pollen that bees bring in. 

Learning and study helps with understanding. Be it with Zoom calls these days or 
more conventionally around a hive. Books and more formal study are another 
way. The National Bee Unit also provides helpful booklets as do many of the Bee 
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journals and magazines that are available to use. 

With time you should be able to identify abnormalities to what is normal and 
healthy. So being aware of what is normal and healthy is very important. This all 
takes regular practice and lots of repetition. Which helps in identifying abnormal 
behaviour or something different within the colony. It could be a worker that 
looks different perhaps sat on the frame darker than the others and not able to 
fly. Abnormalities in comb and colour and the way the cell looks. These all help in 
identifying if our bees are healthy of perhaps disease/virus is affecting a colony. 

Julian gave a talk aimed as a reminder to all beekeepers to monitor, inspect and 
most importantly, record our inspections regularly. 

Jitesh Patel 

The month continued... 

Reading BBKA News online  

Did you know the BBKA have a digital version of the BBKA News?  

Access the BBKA News via this link BBKANEWS.COM 
on your computer, tablet or smartphone! 

The username and password are shared in the paper 
copy of the magazine that you receive each month. 
Login details are on the contents page at the bottom 
left. You can read the current edition as well as 
previous copies of it going back to February 2001!  
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Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper 

T he season is wrapping up. The varroa treatment 
has been completed. For the first time I used 

MAQS on the 6 hives and Apiguard for the Nuc. The 
polyhives come with plastic queen excluders which I 
normally never use, so I was able to swap out the 

metal queen excluders for the plastic ones as I'd read MAQS can 
cause rusting of metals. I thought it interesting that it’s derived from 
formic acid, which is what ants use to protect themselves. I was 
advised to use one strip of MAQS for National hives as the dosage is 
set for Canadian and American hive size, which is bigger. While I was 
a little apprehensive with this new product, I found there were no 
adverse reactions to the hives using MAQS. I checked the drop 
yesterday and 4 colonies were low, with two being low/moderate 
varroa drop levels.  

In spite of my not putting out wasp traps this season, the bees have 
so far seemed to be holding their own against the wasps, which is a 
great relief.  

Jobs for this coming weekend include fitting the mouse guards, final 
feeding if required, and getting the supers in the shed for winter 
storage.     

 

Denali Enns 
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The question of whether mead or wine is the oldest alcoholic drink will probably 
never be resolved. This honey-based drink is one of most ancient known to 
mankind. The skill of mead-making is believed to have originated in Northern 
Europe and may have been introduced to the Britain by the conquering armies, 
or by wandering nomads. 

Mead was a great love of the Norsemen from whom our modern word 
“Honeymoon” was derived. After a wedding they had the habit of carousing for 
a full lunar month drinking mead. It is also said that they hoped to drink it in 
Valhalla; I suspect some did! In some parts it was the custom, on the wedding 
night, to pack the bride off to bed and then fill up the bridegroom with mead 
until he could not stand. At this point, he was carried to bed alongside his bride 
and it was a common belief that he would then sire a son that very night. If, by 
chance, the bride did conceive and bear a son nine months later, the maker of 
the mead was complimented upon its quality. 

Nowadays we call any drink made from honey “Mead” but apart from being a 
wine, mead was also a beer or ale. The Anglo – Saxon word for mead was “Alu”, 
significantly close to “Ale”, almost certainly the mead which the Vikings drank so 
copiously was more of a beer than a wine. This ale-strength of mead was around 
4% and in fact made with hops and fermented with brewer’s yeast. In most inns, 
ale and mead were sold side by side along with cider. 

There are a few, less common types of mead, such as Metheglin (made by 
fermenting honey and spices, or by steeping spices in mead). The name of this 
spiced or medicated mead comes from the Welsh meddyglyn from meddyg 
meaning healer/medic. 

A further type is called “Melomel”: a fruit flavoured mead.  Cyser, was the staple 
drink of this country and is made by adding honey to apple juice thereby 
obtaining a much stronger drink with an added exquisite flavour. 

If you should be inclined to make mead the Book entitled “Making Mead” by 
Bryan Acton & Peter Duncan SBN 900841 079 will help you along the way. 

Nick Vassilissin 

Nuneaton & Atherston BKA 

Metheglin Mead & Melomel 
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MAKE YOUR OWN MEAD! 

Currently we are all busy extracting and processing our precious crop; a thought 
for you all. Once honey extraction has been completed the extractor has to be 
cleaned, as does the de-capping tray and any other item used in processing 
honey. They are generally washed out with clean hot water. Thus, by saving this 
water in a clean bucket and adding any other “honey water” to it, you have the 
beginnings of mead! 

The “honey water” can be called the “must”. All that remains is to gauge how 
much “sugar” you have in solution. This is best done with a hydrometer that will 
give a reading of the specific gravity (SG). For a dry mead one should aim for a SG 
reading of 1.085. If it is lower than this, add a little more honey and if it is higher 
than this, add a little more water, or leave it alone and get a sweeter mead. 

Note: Honey is usually deficient in trace minerals and can be difficult to ferment.  
It is therefore important to use a yeast nutrient. 

INGREDIENTS 

1.3 kg (3 lb.) of light honey 

3.4 l (6 pints) of water 

20g (3/4 oz) citric acid 

1 yeast nutrient tablet 

1 ml (1/4 tsp) tannin 

1 sachet Champagne yeast 

METHOD 

1. Dissolve the honey in warmed water, bring the 
must to boil very slowly and skim the unwanted 
ingredients off the top. 

2. Allow the liquid to cool and then add the citric 
acid, yeast nutrient, tannin, and yeast. 

3. Transfer to the fermenting vessel and cover, a 
narrow neck and airlock are advisable. 

4. When the fermentation is complete, siphon into 
storage jars and keep in a cool place for six weeks. 

5. Bottle and keep for as long as you can, ideally six 
months. 

DRY MEAD 

Nick Vassilissin (Courtesy of the WI) 
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BEE’S KNEES COCKTAIL 

INGREDIENTS 

15ml honey syrup (see step 1) 

1/2 a lemon 

60ml Gin 

Lemon twist, for garnish 

 

METHOD 

1. Combine equal parts honey and water to make 
the honey syrup, 2 tablespoons of each. Warm 
up the water If needed to completely stir the 
honey into the water. Set aside. 

2. Before juicing your lemons, use a vegetable 
peeler to peel off a strip of zest for your twist. 

3. To make the cocktail, fill a cocktail shaker with 
ice. Pour in the honey syrup, lemon juice and gin. 
Securely fasten the lid and shake until the 
mixture is very cold, about 30 seconds 

4. Strain the drink into a martini glass. Twist the 
lemon peel over the cocktail to release some of 
its oils, then drop it in. 

5. Enjoy while cold. 
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CAVEAT EMPTOR 

Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Asso-
ciation is not responsible for any goods or ser-
vices advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or 

on the  website. Anyone purchasing bees or 
nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are 

disease free and that they are aware of the 
provenance of any queens. 

 
Warwickshire Honey for Sale 
Contact: David Scott 
M 01926 813802 
E tomlow.bees@virgin.net 

Honey from this years Summer crop 
available in buckets. 

Unfiltered, £3.00 /lb, or filtered ready 
to bottle, £3.20/lb. 
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