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Asian Hornets: We have not seen them all year, 

but the season is not yet over. 
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ON-LINE AND IN COLOUR  

Log In at warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk to view this 

newsletter and many others 

Please contact your Branch Secretary to obtain the password 

Please Note 

Items appearing in WB 
are not necessarily the 
view of  either the 
editor or Warwickshire 
Beekeepers Association 

Editor’s 
Letter 

It is the time for pests! The love-hate relationship with wasps 

continues as they start to focus their attention on our hives. 

Attention should also be paid for the Asian Hornet, which, 

although not seen yet in England, may very well still appear. 

Let’s work together to eliminate it once and for all. 

In the meantime, we do need to ensure that beehives have 

enough stores for a long winter to come (it does seems as 

though summer has come and gone incredibly quickly!). 

Finally, lectures and events seem to be slowly picking up 

pace, despite the drop in Honey Shows. I hope all the hard 

work that your committees have put in has made you feel 

that much closer to our community, despite the lockdowns 

and social distancing. 

Being part of any of our amazing branches can be the 

difference between healthy bees and beekeepers in the UK. 

So please, keep sharing and helping each other as we go 

through these unprecedented times. 

Best wishes and keep safe, 

Katerina Prokopiou 

Do you have an 

idea,  story or 

wonderful 

photographs 

to share? 

 

Please share them 

with your Editor 

at 

wbeditor@wbka.

org.uk 

http://www.warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
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At our July meeting the County Exec Committee considered the matter 
of our Annual Honey Show, due to be held on Saturday, September 26th 
2020. 

We agreed it would be very difficult to organise and implement the show 
this year given the current guidelines and restrictions in place 
concerning Coronavirus. An additional area of concern was the likely 
turnout for the event given age demographic of our members. Thus, we 
concluded we should cancel the event this year. 

Since our meeting we have had separate communication from the 
judges who had agreed to judge our show notifying us they were unable 
to fulfil their commitment due to Coronavirus concerns. 

We hope that we can hold a show of some form again in 2021. Those 
who won trophies in 2019 are asked to keep them safe please or return 
them to me via your Branch Trustees. 

On a brighter note, we will be going ahead with the County Lectures 
using the Zoom webinar format. They will be held during the coming 
Autumn/Winter break, dates and times to be confirmed. 

 

David Blower 

Immediate Past Chairman  

 

WBKA Honey Show & Lectures 2020 
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The County AGM that was to have been held in March 2020 has been 
rescheduled for 26th September 2020. It will be held as a ‘Virtual’ AGM using the 
Zoom video meeting technology and is open to all members of WBKA but pre-
registration is required via the WBKA website: 

(https://warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk/event/140th-agm-of-warwickshire-
beekeepers-association/)  

We have arranged for the first of our County Lectures to follow the AGM as part 
of the same meeting. 

—————————————————————————————————— 

“BEEKEEPING AT BUCKFAST ABBEY’’ 

by Clare Densley & Martin Hann 

 

The talk takes a look at the work of Br Adam at Buckfast Abbey, taking into 
account: the history of the Abbey; the context of beekeeping during the early 
part of the 20th century and the understanding of genetics and bees from that 
time. We look at why Br Adam became a celebrity beekeeper and why his work 
was so appealing to beekeepers all over the world. 

We reveal some of the lesser known facts about the Buckfast breeding 
programme and explain why we don’t follow that regime today. We finish by 
explaining what we do now and why. 

Clare is a former Seasonal Bee Inspector (SBI) and writes a monthly column in 
BeeCraft. She has been at Buckfast Abbey for 10 years and is the Head 
Beekeeper. 

Martin is also a former SBI and has been working at Buckfast for the last 4 years.  

We look forward to you joining us for this important meeting in the charity’s 
calendar.   

David Blower 

Immediate Past Chairman.  

WBKA 140th AGM & County Lecture 
Sat 26th Sept 10.00am, Zoom Video 

https://warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk/event/140th-agm-of-warwickshire-beekeepers-association/
https://warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk/event/140th-agm-of-warwickshire-beekeepers-association/


 

5 
 

Up until the date of writing this in mid-August, no Asian Hornets have been sighted on 
the UK mainland, this is in line with previous years when the majority of sightings have 
been in September and October. 

As we move into September additional vigilance is required, The BBKA have declared 
7th to 13th September as Asian Hornet week and are asking members to spend a little 
more time at their hives to look for hunting Asian Hornets and place traps out. 

Kill traps can be used at this time of year as most beneficial insects will be completing 
their annual cycle. Details of such traps are on the BBKA website and the Beebase site. If 
you do put up traps please register this with Beebase on your entry as this will help bee 
inspectors if any sightings are made. Traps should be inspected at regular intervals as 
they soon fill up at this time of year. 

Full information on identification is on both the above sites and members are also 
recommended to load the Asian Hornet Watch app on their smart phones as this can 
both help with identification and allow a direct report with photo if an Asian hornet is 
seen. In all cases of confirmed sightings an immediate report should be made via the app. 

You may also report the hornet using the NNSS online notification form. 

Finally, you can send any suspect sightings to the Non Native Species email 
address alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk. Where possible, a photo, the location of the sighting 
and a description of the insect seen should be included. 

Warwickshire has an Asian Hornet Team whose prime task is to assist members with any 
queries or to assist the NBU with tracking down any nest if help is requested. 

You may find your closest AHAT team member using the BBKA map or contact the 
coordinator Julian Routh (email: routhjulian@gmail.com or phone on 07758191955). 

Please keep a careful lookout as previous years have shown that they can appear 
anywhere in the country. I hope that none are seen in our area but would like to think 
that we would be the first to see any that may occur. 

 

Julian Routh 

AHAT Warwickshire Coordinator 

E: routhjulian@gmail.com 

M: 07758191955 

Asian Hornet Report 

https://www.bbka.org.uk/faqs/how-to-make-an-asian-hornet-trap
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?sectionid=117
http://www.brc.ac.uk/risc/alert.php?species=asian_hornet
mailto:alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk?subject=Non%20Native%20Species%20suspected
mailto:routhjulian@gmail.com?subject=Request%20for%20help%20with%20Asian%20Hornet
mailto:routhjulian@gmail.com?subject=Request%20for%20help%20with%20Asian%20Hornet
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As we come to the end of the season, pests are abundant. We asked some of our 
readers: 

  Question of the month 

“How do you manage wasps? What is your wasp control method?  

There are 4 scenarios, in all of which, I only go near them fully suited and 
always in the evening, when as many are in the nest as possible: 

1.  Easy to access entrance, e.g. Cavity in the ground, fallen tree stump.  
Recent example a nest in my large rockery. I pour in half a gallon of petrol 
and block entrance. Fumes kill them rapidly and there is no danger to bees 
of insecticides and will degrade naturally. This is very effective. 

2. Pendulous nest. Again, when quiet. Take large bin liner and put it quickly 
under and around nest. Use wide scraper to detach pedicle so nest drops in 
bag. Drop bag on pre lit bonfire or into dustbin incinerator. 

3. If the nest is in a cavity, e.g. brickwork that I can access easily and safely I 
use can of wasp killer form B&Q. it is like shaving foam. Push nozzle into 
entrance and release foam. Block entrance. 

4. Finally, if not safely and easily accessible call in expert pest control 
person. 

Steve Brown, Rugby Beekeepers 

For wasps, I am a big fan of hanging up a 

"Waspinator"(decoy wasp nest). No 

chemicals, no mess, just scare them away. 

So far, I have only used it around food- bees 
have been ok. Works very well. 

 

Gerard Daykin, Warwick & Leamington Beekeepers 
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I leave them alone in spring and summer as they do a lot of 

good in the gardens, eating aphids etc. In late July and August, I 
put plenty of wasp traps out. 

If a colony has been robbed out by wasps, I put a wasp 
trap inside it and try to catch them as they come back to the 

same spot. This is much more effective than removing the hive 
for cleaning, since the wasps would just go and find the next 
weakest hive to rob. 

Dave Bonner, Coventry Beekeepers 

Decoy Wasp Nests 

A method of deterrence. Allegedly, wasps are 
territorial and will not set up a colony closer than 200 
feet from another. Decoy wasp nests take advantage 
of this and are available on the internet. Made of 
paper on a wire frame these are suspended in the 
vicinity of the hive. 

Do these work? I will have to let you know as I am 
trialling them as I write. 

 

Bernard Brown, Warwick & Leamington Beekeepers  

To be honest, I’m looking forward to reading about what 
other beekeepers do as I’m still quite new to beekeeping. I’ve 
actually not placed any wasp traps this year but have reduced 
the entrances. 
Some may say that’s foolish but, last year, I lost a good nuc to 

wasps, despite of setting up wasp traps. Looking into the 
traps I’d caught more flies and ants than wasps! 

Denali Enns, Coventry Beekeepers 
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The National Bee Unit inspection teams across the country deal with cases of 
American and European Foul Brood – our 2 Statutory Notifiable Diseases – in 
England this is under the Bee Diseases and Pests Control (England) Order 2006, 
Amendments 2010 and Bees Act 1980. 

Key to this is the NBU BeeBase apiary location database, which is confidential & 
available only to the NBU inspectors. The ‘public’ side of BeeBase is an excellent 
beekeeping resource and has useful summary information on disease incidence.  

The BeeBase site is genuinely a treasure trove of information on beekeeping 
husbandry, some of which goes back a long way, including photos, guides and 
other publications, so do have a good look. The disease information and 
statistics are very useful, especially for identifying disease near your apiaries. 

If the NBU inspectors identify one of the foulbroods they manage treatment and 
control. Every registered beekeeper with an apiary within 3km of the diseased 
apiary is sent an email asking them to be alert and to check their colonies for 
signs of disease. The local NBU inspector will contact those beekeepers close by 
to arrange colony inspections.  

We can’t do this, however, if your apiaries are not registered – and being a 
member of a BBKA branch does not mean you are automatically registered. 
Please do make sure that you are on BeeBase and keep your apiary records up to 
date. Do what you can to encourage other beekeepers to sign up to BeeBase. 
The NBU cannot protect your bees from pests and diseases unless we know 
where they are! 

The whole disease control activity and the BeeBase apiary location database is 
totally confidential; apiary locations are only available to NBU inspectors who are 
legally required not to discuss beekeeper names and apiaries with anyone else. 

Local Disease Information 
How to find out if there has been Statutory Disease in your 
apiary area 

We can’t do this, however, if your apiaries are not registered 
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Here’s what you do: 

1. Go first to www.nationalbeeunit.com ; this is the BeeBase site. 

2. Under ‘Contents’ click ‘Bee Pests, Diseases and Maps’. 

3. On the new page click ‘Disease Incidence’. There is a lot of information 
here. 

4. For this ‘show around’ exercise, look at the 10km Square info & go to the 
‘Live EFB report’.  On the top right it shows 2020, previous years are there 
too. 

5. Scroll down to Warwickshire, you’ll see OS square SP25 Stratford has had 1 
incident in May. 

It is important that you know where your beehives are located within the 
Warwickshire grid (SP reference). 

An example website that can help you convert your postcode to a grid reference 
is https://gridreferencefinder.com/. You may simply input your postcode and the 
page will return a grid reference in the form of SP 31717 66013. By reviewing the 
NBU website you may check your area for any disease. In order to keep 
beekeepers’ privacy, we report only the first digits of the two reference 
numbers; in the example above – SP36. 

It’s a great system, providing disease information for beekeepers, whilst 
maintaining confidentiality.  

A final point; you should always be alert to is the possibility of either of the 
foulbrood diseases in your colonies, they can just arrive over the fence, as it 
were, but be super alert if your apiary is in a square with any sort of history of 
foulbrood.  

Colin Pavey 
Regional Bee Inspector, Western England 

E: colin.pavey@apha.gov.uk 

M: 07775 119471   

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com
https://gridreferencefinder.com/
mailto:colin.pavey@apha.gov.uk?subject=Suspected%20notifiable%20disease
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All in a month 

WARWICK & LEAMINGTON SPA 

The branch bees were sent off on their holidays at the start of lockdown. We are 
now in the process of deciding how many colonies are returned to the training 
apiary. The decision will be made after we have reviewed the colonies for health, 
temperament, tendency to swarm, honey production etc. 

Our members report good honey crops taken from our Bees on holiday but with 
the recent starvation warning from the NBU, it is important that all beekeepers 
consider the amount of food available for overwintering. A supply of Ambrosia is 
available from the club for feeding the branch bees. 

Our co-op facility is operational again! Clive is organising the collection of Ambrosia 
and reports that members have been following the new social distancing rules. 
The co-op is a brilliant facility and resource for our members; we are all grateful to 
those who give their time to oversee the smooth running of these busy 
operations.  

The extraction unit is also available for booking and with strict rules on hygiene 
already in place. As part of these rules, the facility has dormant days, so it is 
important to plan ahead if you need to use it. 

During our last committee (zoom) meeting, we had discussed the option of 
running a Honey Show, but it was decided that it would be too difficult to hold. We 
do hope that we may still be able to hold it later in the year. 

Stay safe 

Liz Gurney 

 

RUGBY 

The branch continues strong, always trying to be prepared for whatever is still to 
follow in these strange times. We are hoping to set up zoom meetings with a 
speaker rather than a group question and answer discussion so please stay tuned. 

It is not just Covid that makes this year strange, the weather has also been odd. In 
terms of rain and sunshine April, May and June seemed back to front, and it has 
been so dry. Crops and plants seem early or late for example the OSR that had not 
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been flooded out had gone over before the horse chestnut. 

It is that time of year when we have taken the honey crop and are preparing for 
winter. It is always nice to hear of the success of our newer beekeepers, but some 
of the old hands are reporting relatively low yields. In such a small area as Rugby, 
it is interesting to hear of the variation in yields. 

One discussion was around the amount of pollen in the honey supers. Several 
members reported substantial pollen in supers in all of their hives. One member 
reported taking a full super off and, at extracting it, found 80% was pollen and 

only 20% honey. After spinning the super weighed 22lbs (10kg). 

The debate as to why this was the case, was interesting. Was it simply a question 
of the lack of rain causing poor nectar yields so the bees needed to use pollen as 
an energy source and not just protein? Alternatively, one senior member 
suggested the bees know and predict things we do not - everyone agreed that is 
always the case anyway – a long hard winter to come, so perhaps they were 
storing extra pollen for spring? There were various other theories, none of which 
answered the question with certainty. These hives for which high pollen content 
was observed, were all with reasonable stores of honey. 

It was a surprise to find Apiguard in short supply this year which was explained by 
large medical companies buying up all the base constituents needed, for 
manufacturing Covid hand gel instead. Thankfully our group purchase arrives next 
week. Pallets of inverted sucrose have already been distributed, but we are 
struggling to find a supplier of fondant as we need less than a pallet for our small 
branch. Any ideas or support by other branches would be highly appreciated. 

 

Steve Brown 

A helping hand. 

Please reach out to the Rugby Branch if you are able to 
help them obtain fondant for their bees. 

One member reported a full super with 80% pollen and only 20% honey. 
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The month continued... 

COVENTRY 

Progress has been made on a number of fronts since last month. All the branch 

honey has been sold – generating revenue for club funds! 

The hives have been reduced to 7 strong colonies with the last three being 

requeened. These queens were reared using the Miller method. If the queen 

introduction is successful, this will be the first year in a long time where the branch 

is going into the winter with new queens in all colonies. 

The land drains have been installed. With the use of Thomas Burton’s trench 

digging machine and some muscle power from five volunteers, 40m of trench was 

dug, pipe installed, 4 tonnes of gravel on top and then back filled.  All in 3 hours – 

on a very hot day. Thank you to everybody who was involved. 

The site is now ready to have the weeds cleared, trees planted, and grass seed 

sown. 

Varroa Treatment and winter feeding is now the focus for the bees, followed by 

equipment clean up, wax melting, frame boiling etc, generally getting things ready 

for the start of the new season. Start the cycle again.  

Dave Bonner 

 

The land drains took: 

• Thomas Burton’s 

trench digger 

• 5 volunteers 

• 40m trench 

• 4 tonnes of gravel 

• 3 hours 
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NUNEATON & ATHERSTONE 

As the Corona virus continues to wreak havoc on our daily lives, our branch is still 
avoiding gatherings of members but that has not prevented individuals from carrying 
out their usual apiary activities. 

Reports are, that the unusually prolonged warm weather of spring contributed to a 
decent harvest, despite a reduction in the usual oilseed rape sowings. Several of the 
farmers reported considerable losses of their crops due to the earlier wet weather 
and one farmer that I am aware of, ploughed up some 350 acres of rape as so much 
was damaged by flooding. Unfortunately for surrounding beekeepers, the 
replacement crop of peas was of little use to bees. 

As mentioned earlier, individuals have been active in their relationships with the 
general public. Our Education Officer (as part of her AHAT duties) had an alert 
concerning a suspected sighting of an Asian hornet. Fortunately, the image provided 
by the individual reporting the sighting enabled the insect to be identified as a giant 
wood wasp. 

Another of our members, has been collecting colonies of bees from unusual places 
and ended up removing one large colony from the wooden cladding of a building and 
another from inside a concrete block pillar; both involving considerable dismantling 
of the structures. 

Left: Hive entrance in cylinder block; Right: The hive extracted by Nick Vassilissin 
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Yet another member has been in the limelight by being a competitor in the TV 
programme, “Call That Hard Work” in which competitors switch jobs and have to 
perform each other’s daily tasks (Series 1, Episode 10). I shall not divulge the result 
but the programme is still available to view at: https://bbc.co.uk/programmes/
m000ly3g. 

May your supers be full, your swarms few and the Sun always shine on your apiary 
but, more importantly, stay well. 

John Twidle 

“Call that hard work” 

featuring David McDowell  

(The Bee Farmer) 

The month continued... 

Left: Bees on fence, outside hive; Right: Hive extracted from inside the fence 

https://bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000ly3g
https://bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000ly3g
https://www.thebeefarmer.co.uk/
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BIRMINGHAM 

However optimistic I was for our Honey Show to happen, there was always 
that thought that it wasn’t going to in the end, particularly so when the Judges 
understandably cancelled. 

‘Ah-ha!’, I thought, ‘What if we used Sharif as our judge then this would be one 
year where his name did not appear on our trophies and all the more reason to 
join!’. But, alas, that thought was scuppered when we couldn’t book a room 
due to Covid. 

I did find it confusing at times when rooms could be booked for group 
gatherings but not for events, and so I asked what the difference was between 
these two. We would have approximately 10 members organising the set-up, 
all according to social distancing rules, receiving and returning the entries, etc. 
but somehow, this still falls worse than a family gathering of potentially up to 
30 people. 

I guess, it wasn’t meant to be; this is indeed a serious time, and everyone needs 
to stay safe until that magical vaccine. More importantly, we will still be here to 
tell this tale. 

Well my harvesting, bottling and labelling is complete and can honestly say I 
find it incredibly hard work particularly as I use my kitchen which is out of 
action for the day. I won’t be sorry to pack away the equipment until next year. 
Of course, I then look at the golden liquid in the jar and remember the times 
spent with my bees and what they have achieved. Now is time to make sure 
they are well-fed and treated for varroa. My jars of water and jam are 
strategically placed around my apiary ready to capture the robbing wasps. 

I recently emailed our members concerning Gift Aid and would like to 
thank everyone for replying so swiftly as this will bring in quite a bit of 
revenue from HMRC. 

 

Everyone, stay safe and well. 

Jan Willetts 
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Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper 

I ’m observing that the bees are bringing in very dark 
nectar right now, which I was told is honeydew. When I 

looked it up, it doesn’t sound very appealing, but I guess 
I’ll try it. There’s one super of late summer honey with a 
clearer board under it for extraction and the rest will be 
left for the bees.  

The nuc which was under attack by wasps and relocated to my back garden 
last month has flourished. The bees filled the nuc to the point where I 
needed to add a Nuc super (with Queen excluder)! As of today, they’ve 
filled and capped three super frames. They seem to be finding good 
sources of pollen and nectar in the neighbourhood. This colony will 
overwinter in the Nuc. 

The queenless colony which I united last month with a small nuc with a 
good queen was successful. They've now built up their numbers to a 
decent size for overwintering.  

In July, I moved a Nuc into a hive and it seemed to be settling in nicely and 
had plenty of space, so I didn’t inspect them for a couple of weeks. On last 
week’s inspections I found them to be honey bound! I’ve read about this 
but never seen it before. There was brood present, but it was very 
sporadic. Luckily, I had a super of drawn frames recently extracted, so I 
popped it on. On today’s inspection, the bees have moved enough honey 
into the supers to free up three brood frames, which the queen has 
completely filled. There are no queen cells present and it would appear 
that the queen didn’t waste any time getting to work. 

So, I guess the season winds down now...it's gone by quickly. This is the 
second year that my bees have given surplus honey. I’m really pleased with 
the bees. I think they’ve done well in spite of our odd weather.    

 

Denali Enns 



 

17 
 

This article is Part 2 of 2 of Paul’s experience on Warré hives and their management. Part 
2 focuses on the approach and practical use of this hive type. 

The Warré Approach 

A Warré hive is just a box, a container. You can use it in the same way that you would use 
a national (or you could use a national in the way that people use Warrés).   

But most people who chose Warrés adopt a particular (or peculiar) approach to colony 
management. Broadly speaking, Warré owners adopt natural, bee friendly or bee-
centric ways of bee keeping. We’d all acknowledge that bee keeping is no longer natural 
once bees are put in artificial hive, but there are different ways to manage hives, and 
these can be more or less natural (for example, using plastic foundation is less natural 
than using wax foundation but then using top bars is still more natural or close to what 
happens in feral bee colonies). Warré owners tend to the more natural - and less 
interventional - end of the continuum of beekeeping. Another group who tend to this 
approach use horizontal top bar hives. Warré owners are perhaps less likely to open their 
hives than are top bar hive owners and argue that a horizontal hive is more suited to 
beekeeping in hotter climates, whereas a vertical top bar hive is more suited to colder 
climates such as the UK.  

People keep bees for many different reasons amongst which may be a delight in living 
things, watching the bees fly, seeking some balance in nature, pollination and so on. 
There are many reasons other than the honey harvest to keep bees, and those who 
use Warrés are generally not seeking to maximise honey production.  

The relationship of man with animals can take many different forms. From one 
perspective, it runs from treating animals as pets through farm animals to zoo 
animals to managing wildlife. The approach the BBKA advocates often resembles that 
of a farmer, a Warré owner might resemble a manager of a wildlife reserve. David Heaf 
offers the thought that a ‘beekeeper’s fundamental attitude can be that of dominator or 
steward or partner or participant’(3). 

I have described already that honey production is not maximised. This is for several 
reasons, firstly, the wax is not reused so energy is ‘wasted’ in making foundation and 
drawing it out (but the advantage is that this wax is less contaminated than the 
foundation supplied by bee suppliers). Secondly, because there is no swarm 
management a proportion of the workers will often be lost to form new colonies, leaving 
a smaller nectar-gathering workforce. Thirdly, because the bees aren’t fed (because 
honey from autumn sugar feed can’t be separated from the honey that is made from 
nectar) the bees use honey for winter food. 

THE WARRÉ APPROACH AND PRACTICE 
By Paul Baines, Shipston Beekeepers 
pbb@branmill.co.uk  
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Warré owners tend to limit chemical use in the hive, so they rarely use varroa treatment. 
As well as this, they don’t use bought in foundation which may be contaminated with a 
variety of chemicals. 

One belief of Warré owners is that limiting interventions produces ‘happier’ bees. 
Certainly, if framed hives are opened frequently and repeatedly the bees are less even-
tempered. 

Another part of the Warré approach is the belief that natural bee keeping is healthier. 
There is the thought that opening a hive weekly disturbs the internal environment of the 
hive, as well as stressing bees and causes more problems than are solved or avoided by 
the inspection. In opening the hive, the queen may be killed, or diseases transmitted. 
These are examples of direct harm to the colony but there are more insidious problems 
too. Those who advocate natural beekeeping think that well-propolised hives (because 
they aren’t opened) together with combs fixed to the walls create a scented and 
warmed nest environment “Nestduftwärmebindung” and this environment is optimally 
healthy for bees and brood. As an example, it seems that a warmer brood nest reduces 
varroa reproduction. 

There are other ways in which more naturally managed Warré hives are less likely to be 
afflicted badly by Varroa. Seeley suggests that smaller, colonies that are allowed to 
swarm, housed in less crowded apiaries are at less risk of varroa (4). 

The Warré approach is to use locally adapted bees (from swarms) with minimal 
interventions in the hive, including that the hive will be opened only once or twice a year. 
If managed in such a way the colony will more closely resemble a natural colony and if 
so, will be healthier and happier. 

A Warré In Practice  

The hive is usually populated with a swarm, although there are other ways available too. 
A Warré hive can be split into two colonies if the brood nest is across two or more boxes 
(in the same way as an artificial swarm but you probably won’t know where the queen 
is). There must be eggs or young brood in both of the new hives. As always, moving bees 
from one type of hive (National) to another (Warré) is less straightforward. One way to 
do this, is to do the equivalent of a Bailey comb change with a bodge board (a wooden 
board the size of a National, with a hole in it the same size as the interior of a Warré). 

There is no queen excluder in a Warré. The queen is free to roam and lay wherever she 
chooses. At the start the bees make comb at the top of the cavity, using the comb for 
brood rearing. As surplus nectar is gathered and as honey stores fill up the top of the 
hive, the bees make more comb at the bottom of the nest as needed and the brood nest 
moves downwards. 

The hive is not (or only rarely) opened. There are no regular weekly inspections to see 
that the colony is growing up in spring, or to assess swarm preparations. The health of 
the colony is assessed by studying the entrance, seeing bees flying in and out with pollen 
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and so on, or by looking at what is on the solid board under the mesh floor. The hive is 
usually opened only once a year at harvest (but can be opened if there was an 
intervention thought worthwhile). Some beekeepers open the hive in the spring to make 
sure the colony has survived the winter. 

The easiest - and least disruptive - way to get a better idea of what is going on inside is 
to hinge the hive open on the floor to look inside. Hinging the hive open between boxes, 
is also an option but is more disruptive because the comb may be stuck on the top bars 
of the box below. The lower end of the combs can be gently parted to see it there is 
brood and if so, assess the brood.   

 

Figure: Warrés hinged open. (Left) recently hived swarm; (right) an overwintered colony. 

The hive can be opened, and individual combs removed for a ‘proper’ inspection (and 
there is a Warré hive tool which makes this easier) but removing combs is more difficult 
than in a framed hive. As well as this, it disrupts the colony to a greater degree than in a 
framed hive and goes against the ethos of minimal interventions.   

Extra boxes are added at the bottom in the spring, immediately above the floor of the 
hive (nadiring). This means that the brood nest grows gradually down as a feral colony 
would. The hives are not supered, because supering creates a cavity above the colony, 
which does not happen in wild colonies. Some suggest that the bees are stressed into 
filling this as quickly as they are able, to the detriment of the colony. Nadiring is more 
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natural (the space the bees expand into in nature is below the colony) and may suit the 
bees better.  

Honey is taken in late spring or early summer, meaning the bees have plenty of time to 
collect stores for winter. Harvesting is best done by waiting until the uppermost box is 
full of honey with no brood. This is likely if the comb extends down well into the lower 
most box. If so, the top box can be hinged back gently and the lower edges of the combs 
in the center separated to look for brood. If there is no brood, the box can be eased off. 
Bee extractors can be used to clear the box of bees, either on or off the hive. A 
bee extractor below the box to be removed may not work well because it can be 
obstructed by honey leaking from disrupted comb. The comb is removed and kept either 
as comb honey or honey. 

 

Paul Baines, Shipston Beekeepers 
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CAVEAT EMPTOR 

Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Asso-
ciation is not responsible for any goods or ser-
vices advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or 

on the  website. Anyone purchasing bees or 
nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are 

disease free and that they are aware of the 
provenance of any queens. 

Ambrosia Syrup For Sale 
Contact: Mick 07875678001 

Decanted from IBC into your container 
£1/kg. 

I have a limited number of containers 
for those who may require them. 
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