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ON-LINE AND IN COLOUR  

Log In at warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk to view this 

newsletter and many others 

Please contact your Branch Secretary to obtain the password 

Please Note 

Items appearing in WB 
are not necessarily the 
view of  either the 
editor or Warwickshire 
Beekeepers Association 

Editor’s 
Letter 

Surprisingly, swarms were still seen in July although 

dwindling. Bees have overall seemed to have prospered 

without our presence but this was in-season. 

With the season closely coming to an end, and perhaps 

a shift in the weather, we should all be prepared for the 

overwintering of our bees. This includes thoughts on 

varroa treatment (about which we have already started 

debates) but also consideration about weather changes 

and better security as we will be visiting our hives less 

and less often. 

Our experience with COVID-19 and the lockdown has 

given us a different perspective when it comes to 

training and sharing knowledge and I hope we continue 

to leverage the power of technology to not only 

continue teaching but even enhance it. 

 

Best wishes and keep safe, 

Katerina Prokopiou 

Do you have an 

idea,  story or 

wonderful 

photographs 

to share? 

 

Please share them 

with your Editor 

at 

wbeditor@wbka.

org.uk 

http://www.warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
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What’s On 2020 

July 
  

12 19:30 Shipston Beekeepers virtual meeting , Shipston-on-Stour 

Zoom Videoconferencing 

  

ATTENTION 

Due to the current health risks throughout the nation, 

training, meetings and even BBKA modules have either 

been postponed or cancelled. 

Please consult with your respective branch secretaries in 

order to offer your support, or to learn more about the 

changes to your branch’s scheduled events during the 

coming period. 
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I think it’s always encouraging to read about others’ mistakes, knowing we are 

not alone in our imperfection. This is my opportunity to share mine – since my 

continuing in beekeeping is and has been the old classic of optimism over experi-

ence – ironically, usually referring to second marriages. 

2020 has been a tricky year so far and pretty disastrous generally. Daughter’s 

wedding cancelled, trip to the States (another wedding) cancelled and a trip to 

Italy (yet another wedding) cancelled but at least – I thought – my bees have 

made it through the winter. How wrong I was. They were fine in February I bleat 

– although this hefting business seems a little tricky and I clearly haven’t got the 

hang of it - because by March they were all dead. I was utterly consumed by guilt 

and felt like a mass murderer – which of course I was. 

(Memo to self – get some hefting training or just feed them anyway whatever?) 

Corpses cleared and cremated, and equipment cleaned and sterilised, what next? 

Here I am with my next-door neighbour with a frame of brood and some 

pressganged carers. Fingers crossed but alas, although they all seemed very busy 

and content, they didn’t get their act together and wasn’t a success. Scuppered 

possibly by the weather, which – alternating between sunshine and torrential rain 

– would have been a major problem for any maiden venturing out on the lookout 

for some likely lads. 

Back to square one. But wait! Is that a knight on a white horse on the horizon? Or 

Mike Townsend with a possible solution? A frame of his brood added to enable 

the bees to ‘grow their own’. My instructions were cleat: leave the bees undis-

turbed for three weeks - which is perfect because during that time we are all semi 

But wait! Is that a knight on a white horse on the horizon? Or 

Mike Townsend with a possible solution?  

Optimism over Experience 
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liberated from lock down and by then I will be back from a week’s holiday. Yes, 

they were all still there. 

At the same time, I fill a second box with frames and add a pheromone attracter 

found in the depths of the freezer. Yes – it did say you could freeze it. This is the 

second time I’ve tried this, and it didn’t work then either – do they ever? Does 

anyone know? 

Meanwhile, in my absence, my knight is summoned to a swarm to be collected at 

risk to life and limb from a spikey pyracantha. Added to brood box 2 with some 

older frames to enhance the hive ‘aroma’ (clearly the equivalent of a scented can-

dle), and a repellent added to the pyracantha in an attempt to stop the swarm 

returning to it. They didn’t really take to the scented accommodation at first but 

after some considerable toing and froing were eventually persuaded to take on 

the tenancy. Assisted yet again by the introduction of yet another frame of brood 

to keep them occupied. 

I’ve fed both colonies using a doughnut feeder. I made the mistake in the first 

hive by adding this immediately over the brood frames – just because really in the 

past I’ve found that the bees didn’t seem to notice it was there when it was 

above the crownboard, and I wasn’t quite sure if Iwas putting it in the right place. 

The advice is though – I now know – to add it above the crown board in order to 

keep the bees warm – especially if they’re not a strong colony – and drizzle a little 

syrup down to them to encourage them to locate the source. A very useful hint.  

Although I’m cautiously optimistic about the future; the caveat I’m given against 

introducing strange brood frames is that it should really only be done as a last 

resort because it means the two parties involved are being introduced to each 

other without being quarantined – rather topical really -  but my desperate times 

called for desperate measures… 

At the point of writing this both colonies are still alive, flying and good tempered 

(phew!) but it is raining quite hard, yet again. We do have the odd queen cup so 

maybe they’re practising. I’m hoping no virgin queens are thinking of venturing 

out without their brollies, and the saga continues. 

Gill Donaldson 
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This article is Part 1 of 2 of Paul’s experience on Warré hives and their manage-
ment. Part 1 focuses on the introduction of the hive type and its structure. 

Introduction  

Abbe Emile Warré (1867-1951) developed a vertical top bar hive after extensive 
experience and study of bees, as he tells us “…more than 30 years…350 hives of 
different systems” (1).  Warré hives are attracting more attention, in particular by 
those who advocate natural, or bee-centric, bee keeping.  

In the first part of this paper I will describe what a Warré hive is – its structure – 
emphasising the differences from a national - the 
hive commonly used locally. After that, I will de-
scribe how Warré owners often manage their 
hives. The two are distinct. There are Warré hives 
with frames (and indeed frames are mentioned 
in the 5th edition of Warré’s book) and Warrés 
could be used in exactly the same way that peo-
ple use framed hives, but most people who have 
(and write about) Warrés use them with top bars 
and adopt a non-interventionalist colony man-
agement. It is important to recognise that bee-
keepers adopt many different approaches and 
that there is a broad range of ways that Warré 
are managed, in the same way that beekeepers 
who use nationals disagree on their manage-
ment. I emphasise that I’ve only had Warrés for 
just over a year and I am sure that my approach will evolve. 

 Warré Hive Structure 

The plans for Warrés are widely and freely available on the internet (2). The box-
es are simple to construct. The roof is more complex. Warrés can be bought from 
bee equipment suppliers (including Thorne and Heather Bell honey amongst oth-
ers). In some places the climate is such that thicker wood is used, but the internal 
cavity should remain constant.  

The floor of a Warré is similar to that of a conventional framed hive. The original 

WARRÉ HIVES AND THEIR MANAGEMENT 
By Paul Baines, Shipston Beekeepers 

pbb@branmill.co.uk 

Fig. 1—A Warré Hive 
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description has solid floors but there is 
no reason not to have a mesh floor – 
with insertable board. 

The Warré boxes are square and of one 
size only (externally 340 mm square 
with 20 mm thick timber, internally 300 
mm square, height 210 mm). They usual-
ly have wooden handles screwed on the 
outside. There is a rebate on the inside 
to rest the top bars on. The Warré boxes 
have a much smaller footprint than a 
national but are almost as tall as a brood 
box. The thought behind the dimensions 
is that it is closer to the circular shape of 
brood nest. This is more efficient as the 
bees need to keep only a smaller volume 
warm. As well as this, it means that the 
honey stores are always above the bees 
and they will not succumb to isolation 
starvation – as may happen in a larger 
hive. Heat efficiency is further aided by 
the fact that the combs are tethered to 

the hive 
walls reducing drafts. 

The Warré usually has top bars (8 in each box). 
There are different types of top bars. Some have 
protuberance along their length to encourage bees 
to draw comb in right place. Others have a channel 
cut into them so that melted wax can act as a start-
er strip for combs, encouraging bees to make paral-
lel comb. It usually works, but not always. Parallel 
honeycomb becomes more important when in-
specting a hive, or when harvesting individual 
combs.  

Warré hives can be used with frames, and Warré 
discusses the use of frames in the fifth edition of his 
book but argues against them. Even so, there are 
several different types of frames: some use com-
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Fig. 3 A Warré box compared 

with National brood and super 

boxes.  
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plete frames, some people use frames with half 
walls (to encourage the bees to continue the 
comb to the walls to maintain the nest environ-
ment) others use top bars with several vertical 
wooden bars (like skewers) to encourage the 
bees to make comb in the right place and to sup-
port it. 

Above the top bars in the top-most Warré box is a 
layer of hessian or burlap, sized by painting it with 
a solution of flour in water. The bees are thought 
to propolise (and de-propolise) the holes in the 
hessian altering the airflow to suit the bees’ 
choice of temperature and humidity. 

The quilt is peculiar to the Warré, though it is 
mimicked by some National owners in using a super with insulation in it on top of 
the hive over winter. The quilt is a square box with the same footprint as the War-
ré boxes, but only 100 mm deep. Hessian closes the bottom of the box which is 
then filled with wood shavings or chopped straw. The quilt is believed to help the 
bees control the temperature and humidity in the hive.  

The roof of a Warré is more complex than a National’s and has a ventilation chan-
nel underneath the top, below which there is a solid wood ‘mouse board’ to pre-
vent access to the hive via the quilt. Warré described two sorts of roof, both are 
pitched. One has a peak in the middle, the other, simpler, is higher at one side 
than the other. The edges of the roof fall below the junction between the quilt 
and the top-most box. 

As Warré suggested nadiring – adding empty boxes at the bottom – there are 
many designs of hoist for a Warré to lift the boxes off the floor to make nadiring 
easier. I just use the assistance of a friend, as a spare bee suit is cheaper than a 
hoist. An alternative approach is to dismantle the hive and reassemble it after the 
bottom box has been added. This goes against the Warré ethos of minimal dis-
turbance of the brood nest. The stand for the Warré may need to be configured 
to be compatible with the hoist if one is used. 

 

Don’t miss the continuation of Paul’s article in the next Edition of WB: 

‘THE WARRÉ APPROACH AND PRACTICE’ 

Fig. 4 A Warré with the roof off 

exposing the quilt.  
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Recipe for Tincture of Propolis 

This medicine can give rise to an allergic reaction in some people; a rash on the skin usual-
ly indicates this, if this happens it must not be used. 

 10g [2/5 oz] finely shredded propolis 40g [1 3/5 oz] rectified [96%] ethyl alcohol 

  Water to make 100g [4 oz] 

You may find a chemist will make this up for you if you donate the propolis 

Method 

Put the 10g of propolis in a bottle with the alcohol.  Keep in a warm dark place for 2 days, 
shaking the bottle from time to time.  Add water to make 100g in all, filter, and store. 

NB if you are unable to source the 96% alcohol, dissolve the propolis in 100g [4 oz] Vodka. 

Dosage: For adults 

For sore throats add 5g of the filtrate to half a glass of warm water and gargle. 

For mouth ulcers apply a few drops of the filtrate to the ulcer directly, and it should clear 
up in a few days. 

For external wounds, bruising a few drops on plain lint should be applied to the wound or 
effected part. 

This article is written for your amusement only and as such we will not be held liable for 
any claims or damages as a result of your own experimentation. 

Propolis and its Uses 
By Nick Vassilissin 

Propolis is the resinous substance bees collect from plants and trees and is used by them 
to stop up small cracks in their hives also to cement the various parts together - just to 
annoy beekeepers.  It is a hard, gummy material and the colour varies from light red to 
dark brown.  It is soluble in alcohol and is the substance used by the famous Amati violin 
makers as the varnish for their instruments. 

Propolis is a natural product collected by bees from certain trees and plants, worked by 
the bees and is used in the hive for the protection of the colony against disease, moulds 
and microbes.  The Greeks gave it its name: pro, meaning before and polis, the city.  They 
used it for skin problems, wounds and infections.  Propolis is composed of resins and 
balms, and contains benzoic and gallic acid.  Among the phenol acids ferulic acid is very 
important. 

Propolis has been found to bring quite remarkable relief to sufferers from catarrhal prob-
lems, sinusitis, bronchitis, asthma conditions and throat problems.  Propolis also brings 
relief and healing to mouth ulcers and swellings.  Tincture of propolis is available commer-
cially. 
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For this month, we were curious about other bees that catch your attention. We 
asked you: 

  Question of the month 

“Apart from the honeybee, which is your favourite bee and why?” 

Could I rather mention the only wasp I like? Encarsia Formosa is so 
tiny it cannot be seen, but having introduced it to my greenhouse I 
know it is there as the whitefly numbers are dwindling. This tiny wasp 
is a parasite laying its eggs in the white fly larvae. 

Steve Brown, Rugby Beekeepers 

The bumble bee.  Flying around on cold spring mornings, looking 

for a nest site, as a sign that the active season is about to start. 

Dave Bonner, Coventry Beekeepers 
 

My favourite bee is the white-tailed bumble bee, cute, but with a bit of 

attitude and impossible aerodynamics....  
Amanda Cadge,  Solihull Beekepers 

My first response would be the Leaf Cutter Bee! Three years ago, 

my husband got me a Bee Hotel for Christmas which we put up the 
following spring. It didn’t take long before it became occupied. The 
leaves on one particular rose look like someone’s been at it with 

giant hole punches. I’ve also seen these bees flying back with their leaf 
circles and it looks like they’re surfing! We also have Masonry bees in the bee hotel. 

Denali Enns, Coventry Beekeepers 
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After the honeybee, my favourite would be the large garden 

bumblebee (bombus ruderatus) as I have memories of my daughter, 

as a child, holding them on her hand and stroking them gently.  

John Twidle, Nuneaton & Atherstone Beekeepers 

Have you heard of the hairy footed flower bee? I hadn’t until last 

year, when a member discovered a bee she didn’t recognise come 
down her chimney and join her in the dining room. 

Every year the bumblebee conservation organisation receives 
enquiries from people who find these bees in their homes, despite all the windows and 
doors being closed. This is because the bees have nested in the soft mortar around the 
chimney stack and accidentally end up falling down the chimney. If this happens you 
can gently usher the bees outside again so that they can complete their life-cycle. 

This species is one of the first solitary bees to emerge in spring and people often 
confuse them for small bumblebees, although their quick darting flight motion is a 
good way to tell them apart. Males and females look very different from each other. 
Although they are solitary bees (with no workers or social structure) they often nest in 
large groups, which can be quite noisy. 

Sam Walker, Birmingham Beekeepers 

Moving out to Singapore has largely meant living amongst a lot of 
managed nature and wildlife, and certainly a lot less beekeeping for me. 
My regular walks to the Botanic Gardens and the Gardens by the Bay 
have been mostly a treasure hunt, where I finally located a wooden 

structure that tens of the Broad-handed Carpenter bees were 

using as a nesting site, tiny perfectly round nests with sawdust scattered around. 

This carpenter bee is very common here and is especially distinguished by its large size 
(up to 30mm ), dark appearance and its loud buzzing, announcing its arrival. 

Lately, a lone carpenter bee has been paying regular, daily visits to the blooms of the 
tree outside my window giving me the connection I long for, even if it simply by 
observing her from afar. 

Katerina Prokopiou, Warwickshire Beekeepers 
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No Asian Hornets have been reported on the UK mainland so far this year and the 

numbers on Jersey are less than last year. 

Many people seem to have more time in gardens and in the countryside with the 

lockdown in place and have been observing more, I have had several reports of 

suspicious insects reported to me often with photographs. Nearly all have been 

giant wood wasps which are impressive insects but totally harmless. I welcome 

all of these reports as shows that people have got the message and are looking 

out.  

Now is the time that, if any Asian Hornet queens have survived or entered the 

country, they will have completed their primary nests and now started building in 

numbers of workers which is when they start being a problem for beehives. 

Please take some time when visiting your hives to look for any unusual activity. 

If you see anything suspicious please try to take a photo and send it to me if un-

sure of identity. If you are sure that it is an Asian Hornet either use the Asian Hor-

net app on a smartphone, contact the Non Native Species Secretariat 

at  alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk or possibly contact the National Bee Unit via the 

Bee Inspectors, in all of these cases a good photo will be required in the first in-

stance and if safe to do so an insect specimen (killed by putting it in the freezer 

overnight). 

Monitoring traps can still be used with a protein-based bait but please check daily 

and release all other insects. 

Happy beekeeping and let us hope for no Asian Hornet sightings this year. 

 

Julian Routh 

E routhjulian@gmail.com  

ASIAN HORNET REPORT 

mailto:mailto:routhjulian@gmail.com?subject=Asian%20Hornet%20Identification
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All in a month 

RUGBY 
The branch continues to function during Covid clouds. 

The July meeting was again a very interesting Q&A session conducted via Zoom. It was 
attended by 21 members and the topics were varied, making for an exciting social event. 

The big debate was on Apiguard vs MAQs. There was discussion about the change of 
formulation and only using one strip which makes MAQs less irritant and convenient. On 
the other hand, a member was worried about their disposal and was relieved to hear they 
can safely go in the compost bin. However, as with so many bee questions, opinions were 
varied and answers nowhere in sight. 

There was also considerable discussion about colonies that continue to form a queen cell 
after the Pagden split. A number of members seem to have experienced this and the 
discussion also included theories on whether this type of behaviour involved a 
supercedure. 

A relatively new beekeeper had questions around their unusual experience with one of 
their colonies leaving space in the super and also putting pollen in the super. Some offered 
a general explanation for this as the bees maintaining the rounded shape of the nest by 
adding pollen to curve the top. However, the main consensus was still that we don’t really 
know why and that bees do it sometimes, perhaps just because they can! 

Chats by WhatsApp brought up some interesting equipment stories. The friend of a 
member that was sorting out her father’s shed, had found a stainless-steel extractor, 
strainers and settling tank - all made by E. H. Taylor Ltd. This was a testament both to the 
quality of the equipment and to the fact that E. H. Taylor were once the largest 
manufacturer of beehives in England, before being taken over by Thornes in 1984. 

Another member had received four WBC supers with frames and unused wax previously 
stored in a loft. The wax was wired with five individual vertical strands and too brittle while 
the frames were in excellent order. Two of the supers were of a more modern construction 
whilst the other two were works of art made out of wine boxes, 1954 Bordeaux. Sadly, the 
artistic supers fell apart from wood worm. 

Steve Brown 

SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR 
It’s been a busy start to the summer with the bees (certainly mine) not adhering to any 
lockdown wit yet another swarm as late as the 14th of July!  

The early spring weather has brought a number of members a good honey crop, and the 
“June gap” does not seem to have been as pronounced as previous years but yields for the 
summer crops may not be looking so bountiful. 
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The month continued... 

The club continued on during lockdown with a series of Zoom meetings, which have 
covered a number of topics. The latest topics were on varroa control and Warre hives. 

David Blower gave a very detailed talk on varroa control, highlighting all of the 
advantages and disadvantages of the various methods available, as well as the best time 
to apply them. This is welcome information for the newer and perhaps less experienced 
members (myself included) but also a good reminder and talking point for those more 
experienced. 

The latest meeting on Warre hives was run by Paul Bains and detailed both the mechanics 
of the hives and how they work, as well as the ethos surrounding this type of option for 
keeping bees. Choosing to keep bees using Warre hives follows the ethos of less 
interference with only one inspection or harvest per 
year. Since I have greatly oversimplified this talk, I 
would highly recommend studying this beekeeping 
method and learning more about it. 

With the lockdown restrictions being relaxed club 
apiary meetings are soon to resume, however 
numbers will be limited, and strict social distancing 
will be adopted. Club members were also invited to 
the farm run by James Taylor, to view the beautiful 
wildflower meadows and its insect wildlife. With a 
great excuse to be outdoor and enjoy nature, 
twenty members took up the offer and had a most 
enjoyable, socially distanced walk.  

Hoping you all have a safe and successful summer. 

Ray Pearce 

Wildflower Meadow 
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COVENTRY 

The season is all but over now – thoughts are turning to Varroa treatments 

and feeding the hives ready for the winter. 

The summer crop has been extracted, about 120lbs (54.5kg) bringing the total 

for the year up to 380lbs (172kg) from five hives – a yield of 76lbs (34.5kg) per 

hive!   

As always, the honey is being sold in 15lb (6.8kg) buckets for those interested, 

with priority being given to Coventry members. 

Getting well mated queens has been the biggest problem this season. Two 

hives have had three queens, and all have been rejected or failed. Can 

somebody tell us what is going on? 

The decision has been taken to install a French Drain at the new apiary site. 

The perforated pipe, four ton of gravel and a roll of weed suppressing 

membrane have all been delivered; all we need to do now is organise a 

socially distanced working party. 

The intention is that this drain will capture all the ground water which drains 

down the hill and divert it to a nearby ditch, hence avoiding any flooding. The 

apiary site will only have to deal with the rainwater falling directly onto it, in 

which case the fruit trees which will be planted will be using that up. 

The Zoom course on Queen rearing using the Miller method has now been 

completed and ten, good queen cells were generated on the last attempt. 

These are now in mating NUCs and we just have to wait to find out how many 

of them will result in well mated queens. 

The use of Zoom, supported by plenty photos taken of what was happening 

in the apiary, worked well and was a good exercise to carry out. 

  

Dave Bonner 
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The month continued... 

SOLIHULL 

The hives which I look after with Phil, a friend, are on the Gospel Lane 
allotments site. Over the years we have been there, we have seen severe 
flooding with water so deep it had risen to a dangerous level, sweeping 2 of 
our nucs away. Fortunately, the nucs were bobbing up and down in the water 
trapped by the scaffolding netting enclosure and the entrances opening above 
water, bees still intact and safe. Luckily, the other wooden hives had been 
lifted onto bricks a few weeks before (to save Phil’s back) and so the water did 
not quite reach the entrances. 

As time passed, disasters had happened again but not in such a catastrophic 
way. Other times we had seen evidence of a woodpecker having a go at drilling 
holes in the poly hives (we no longer use those now). Foxes have also checked 
out the hives. One year we had two youths climbing over the allotment fencing 
causing havoc everywhere until a plot holder saw them crawling under the 
scaffolding netting which encloses the bees on our site. They had started to 
push over a poly nuc which, fortunately for them and us, was only a bait nuc 
still not claimed by bees. When confronted they scarpered off into the 
distance.  

We have had our share of bees swarming and have had swarms of bees settle 
with us, no matter how many times you try and anticipate swarms, bees will 
still do as they please. The last swarm was a few weeks ago; the bees settled 
onto a tree at the highest point next to the enclosure. Phil was not available to 
go and collect them and my days of shimming up trees are over! They stayed 
there for the next 48 hours then disappeared, hopefully settling in with 
another beekeeper. 

As I mentioned we have our bees on the local allotments and many a 
beekeeper will know that, if you have an ‘out apiary’, another disaster can also 
be lurking. Tending to the hives can sometimes take a longer period of time 
and the dreadful call of nature can occasionally come knocking - so with all the 
paraphernalia of bee keeping and wearing a bee suit in an open area, where 
can one go?! Luckily, my home is right next to the allotments and so I can be 
home within two minutes (phew!) but I do feel for my fellow beekeepers that 
may not be as lucky. 

Desy Hall 
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NUNEATON & ATHERSTONE 
Oblivious to the issues of their human keepers, our club colonies have continued 
to flourish and those remaining on our old apiary site have yielded more honey 
than has been the norm for the last few years.  Seemingly, a lack of regular 
inspections for the instruction of beginner beekeepers is of benefit to the bees. 

As might be expected, we have not held any formal meetings, either inside or 
out, but, as the pandemic begins to ease, members have come to each other’s 
assistance when needed and a small number have placed a tentative toe in the 
art of queen rearing (with very mixed success). 

Following on from my last report where a swarm surprisingly occupied an 
abandoned nucleus box, I was surprised when a second swarm decided that they 
wanted to take up my hospitality. I had brought back a hive from a distant apiary 
and had unloaded it into the front of our house.  I had started to move the bits 
down to my shed at the bottom of the garden for refurbishment and had half 
completed the task when I was called for lunch. Towards the end of the meal I 
had a telephone call to say that there were hundreds of bees flying round the old 
boxes. When I went outside to investigate, I found that a swarm had arrived and 
was in the process of taking up residence in the old brood box.  The bees are 
now in my isolation apiary but seem to be progressing well. I hasten to add that 
the swarm did not come from one of my own hives as their numbers (and 
queens) were still present. 

May your supers be full, your swarms few and the Sun always shine on your 
apiary but, more importantly, stay well. 

 

John Twidle 

 

BIRMINGHAM 

At this time of the year I would be inviting various branches and Associations to 
enter our Annual Open Honey Show. The show usually held over a weekend 
attracts over 1,000 visitors every year and it is an occasion where we all enjoy 
talking about our hobby in beekeeping and spreading the word of the 
fascinating honey bee. Unfortunately, as we have all found, Covid-19 has proven 
to be a challenging time for all of us in fulfilling our mission to educate the public 
in the importance of bees and the environment. Our venue was, as expected, 
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The month continued... 

cancelled and although our judges were booked, we have to await a little 
longer before we can get definite confirmation from them. Still, I am forever 
optimistic and have contacted various church and village halls and am awaiting 
replies - so watch this space and/or look out for information from your branch 
secretaries, whom I shall be informing when I have definite news. Imagine 
having ‘2020 Covid-19’ engraved on our trophies! 

Jan Willets 

 

SUTTON COLDFIELD 

Normally, this time of year at the Sutton Coldfield Apiary we have our annual 
Barbeque but, as with all social events, this has been cancelled. It normally 
marks the start of the Summer holiday for school children and the start of 
summer recess for our local MP. I, for one, miss this occasion as it is normally a 
time to catch up with other beekeepers. 

I’ve been past the Apiary site in Sutton park and have seen a bait hive which 
hasn’t been successful yet, or so I’m told. On the upside, our Apiary Manager 
has reported that the bees at the apiary are doing well and we will have honey 
for sale in the park visitor centre. 

On the other hand, we have had less swarm calls over the past couple of 
weeks. 

To add to our current roller coaster of emotions, one of our members had to 
sadly dismantle one of their colonies that had a drone laying queen. However, 
they shared a lovely photo with us of a hedgehog feasting on the drone brood 
from foundation that was laid out. 

Jitesh Patel 

At least someone 

benefited from the loss 

of a colony 
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Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper 

T he new supers and hive that were ordered last 
month, were painted and promptly put into use. I 

moved the strongest Nuc into the new hive and they 
seem to have taken to their new home; on last inspection, 
they’ve almost filled the brood box and are filling a super 
(with previously drawn comb). The additional supers were 

added to all colonies as two in particular were in need of additional space. 

One of my Nucs had a drone laying queen, which was something I’d read 
about but never actually seen before. At first glance I wasn’t sure if it was a 
laying worker, but I didn’t see multiple eggs in a cell, and I did eventually 
find the queen. She was rather small. She wasn’t laying much, but 
everything was drone brood and the comb which had previously been even 
was now quite irregular with drone brood in worker cells. Unfortunately, 
she had to be removed and I shook out those bees. 

One of my favourite colonies which was very strong and had a lovely 
temperament suddenly lost its queen! I don’t know how or why, or even if 
I’d accidentally damaged her during an inspection? When I tested with a 
frame of eggs, the bees started to build queen cells. I used the newspaper 
technique to unify the colony with a Nuc which had a mated queen and I’ll 
be checking tomorrow to see if it’s worked. (Fingers crossed!) 

My last Nuc remaining was robbed and attacked by wasps and bees. It 
looks like half the bees were killed and all the stores were gone! I’ve 
rehomed it into a polynuc and removed it from the apiary for now to give it 
a chance to build up. As a result of this incident I thought I’d better put 
entrances on the smaller hives. 

Yesterday five supers of honey were extracted from three colonies. Two of 
which needed the space as they already had four supers each. I have no 
additional supers now and I cannot order anymore. (I think I’d end up with 
domestic issues if I did!). 

 

Denali Enns 
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HONEY AND PISTACHIO FRIANDS 
 
“This is known (and loved) as “Scum Cake” amongst 
the Solihull Beekeepers, and is a perfect way to use up 
the honey you skim off the top before jarring. 

Also a prize winning entry in local and County honey 
shows.” - Mandy 

FOR MUFFINS 

INGREDIENTS 

200g butter melted 

100g chopped 
pistachios, plus a few 
extra to decorate 

100g icing sugar 

100g honey, plus extra 
to serve 

85g ground almonds 

85g plain flour 

5 large egg whites 

METHOD 

1. Heat oven to 180°C fan and line a 12-hole muffin tin with 
muffin cases. 

2. Melt the butter in a small pan, then remove from the heat 
and leave to cool a little. 

3. Whizz 85g of the pistachios with the icing sugar until very 
finely chopped. Tip into a bowl with the ground almonds 
and flour. Roughly chop the remaining pistachios and set 
aside. 

4. Froth the egg whites with a fork, then pour into the 
ground nuts and flour mixture with the melted butter and 
honey and mix well. Pour into the muffin cases. 

5. Scatter each with the chopped pistachios and bake for 15-
20 mins until they are risen, springy to the touch. 

6. Cool on a wire rack and drizzle with a little more honey to 
serve. 

7. The honey should last indefinitely if your elderflowers are 
dry. 

FOR TRAYBAKE 

INGREDIENTS 

300g butter melted 

150g chopped pistachios, plus 
a few extra to decorate 

150g icing sugar 

150g honey, plus extra to serve 

150g ground almonds 

150g plain flour 

300g  egg whites 

METHOD 

1. Butter and line a 12 x 8” tin  

2. Follow method above and bake for 40 mins or so 
until a skewer inserted in the center comes out 
clean. 

3. Drizzle with the honey while still warm and in the 
tin. Cuts into 24 servings  

4. These are great served warm with ice cream and a 
few raspberries for a delicious dessert too  
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CAVEAT EMPTOR 

Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Asso-
ciation is not responsible for any goods or ser-
vices advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or 

on the  website. Anyone purchasing bees or 
nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are 

disease free and that they are aware of the 
provenance of any queens. 

Ambrosia Syrup For Sale 
Contact: Mick 07875678001 

Decanted from IBC into your container 
£1/kg. 

I have a limited number of containers 
for those who may require them. 
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WBKA Committee 

President Peter Spencer 

T: 01926 856204 

Chairman Samantha Peckett 

T: 01608 685918 

E: chairman@wbka.org.uk 

Secretary Mike Blanco 

T: 01527 591855 

E: secretary@wbka.org.uk 

Treasurer Jane Brown 

T: 01926  843416 

E: treasurer@wbka.org.uk 

Examination Secretary Jane Medwell 

E: examsec@wbka.org.uk 

WB Editor Katerina Prokopiou 

E: wbeditor@wbka.org.uk 

Web Master Peter Barclay 

T: 02476 411275 

E: webmaster@wbka.org.uk 

Branch Secretaries 

Birmingham T: 07708 031926 E: bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk  

Coventry T: 02476 411275 E: cbka.secretary@wbka.org.uk  

Nuneaton T: 01827 880689 E: jandl.twidle@gmail.com 

Rugby T: 07486 508079 E: secretary@rugbybeekeepers.org 

Shipston T: 07506 086133  E: secretary.shipston@wbka.org.uk 

Solihull T: 0121 7041731 E: solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com 

Sutton Coldfield T: 0121 3549451 E: secretary.sutton@wbka.org.uk 

Warwick & Leamington T: 01926 316192 E: secretary@warleambees.org.uk 

Copy Date for next Issue 21 August 2020 

Bee Inspectors 

Seasonal (Apr - Sept only) 

Colleen Reichling T: 07990 138898 

Gordon Bull T: 07867 351626 

Regional 

Colin Pavey T: 07775 119471 

BDI Representatives 

WBKA Representative 

Julian Routh T: 0121 3545956 

Director & Claims Manager 

Bernard Diaper T: 07711 456932 

Warwickshire 

AHAT Coordinator 
Julian Routh 

E: routhjulian@gmail.com  


