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Letter from the Chairman 

D 
ear WBKA members, 

I hope that you are all well, during these difficult 
and unprecedented times.  

Despite the brief spell of cold weather, my bees in 
one apiary seem to be much more advanced than recent years, and I have 
already had to split them in early May and still two of the split hives managed 
to swarm, (luckily in the same garden as the apiary). Now also need to start 
extracting some honey! 

With the brambles just starting to come out, we may not have a June gap this 
year and I have had to scramble and make extra super frames to keep up. 

I hope that you are all able to carry out your responsibilities for the welfare of 
your bees within the guidelines we have been given. If you have any 
problems, please have a chat with your local branch association.  

Whilst we cannot hold our normal Trustee and Branch meetings, many of us, 
including the Trustees, are using video conferencing tools such as Zoom, 
Microsoft Teams etc to enable meetings to take place and keep in touch with 
members, once we have all managed to get cameras and microphones etc 
working!  

If we receive any further advice or updates, we will advise you as soon as 
possible. 

Stay safe. 

 

With best wishes, 

Samantha Peckett 

Chair 

Cover photo by Celia Davis 
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ON-LINE AND IN COLOUR  

Log In at warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk to view this 

newsletter and many others 

Please contact your Branch Secretary to obtain the password 

Please Note 

Items appearing in WB 
are not necessarily the 
view of  either the 
editor or Warwickshire 
Beekeepers Association 

Editor’s 
Letter 

This is the second month of the lockdown and as much as we 

miss being around our bees, they are probably having the 

time of their lives. 

Reading the updates of the various branches I am delighted 

to see a positive trend with colonies staying strong and even 

more productive than expected. Swarms have already started 

appearing and are tricky to manage since we are so restricted 

in movement but they are a sign of growth nevertheless. 

It is also great to see that you are all keeping up close 

communication and continued training through the use of 

Web conferencing and social media! 

Please share your online calendar with us and remember, now 

that you don’t have to physically be in another area of 

Warwickshire, all the more opportunity for you to join events 

organised by other branches. I would have also been joining 

had it not been for the 7 hour time difference! 

 

Best wishes and keep safe, 

Katerina Prokopiou 

Do you have an 

idea,  story or 

wonderful 

photographs 

to share? 

 

Please share them 

with your Editor 

at 

wbeditor@wbka.

org.uk 

http://www.warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB


4 

What’s On 2020 

June 
  

8 19:30 Online Training Session, Shipston-on-Stour 

This is the 2nd Monday online training session covering honey extraction 
and processing, plus June 100 Club draw. 

Zoom Videoconferencing 

  
24 19:30 Online Q&A Session, Shipston-on-Stour 

This online Q&A session will focuson varroa related issues. 

Zoom Videoconferencing 

  
  

ATTENTION 

Due to the current health risks throughout the nation, 

training, meetings and even BBKA modules have either 

been postponed or cancelled. 

Please consult with your respective branch secretaries in 

order to offer your support, or to learn more about the 

changes to your branch’s scheduled events during the 

coming period. 
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All in a month 

COVENTRY 
What an absolutely glorious spell of beekeeping weather ☺. The bees are working hard and 
keeping an eye on the amount of space in the colony is one of the most important jobs to 
be carried out. 

The one spell of cold weather, in early May, interrupted the routine of the weekly 
inspections, which extended the cycle from 7 days to 12 days. That meant that I decided to 
approach the task with some trepidation – how many queen cells would there be?  How 
many queens would have been lost? I was very pleasantly surprised: all the queens were 
present and correct – so no swarms lost – PHEW! 

Another beekeeper on the site was not so lucky; I heard their swarm take off as it started 

to fly away into the distance. ☺Only two colonies were preparing to swarm – so those 
Colonies had swarm control manipulations.  I have now created two NUCs – a queen in 
each. I also created a NUC from one of the other strong colonies and that will create its 
own new queen. 

 If all goes well, there will be 3 NUCs available towards around the middle of June for any 
members who do not have bees – priority given to the new members just starting off. 

 The weakest colony was making no progress so rather than waste time and effort on it, I 
shook it out and removed the equipment for cleaning. 

There are 6 colonies and they are all doing very well:  

 2 colonies now have 4 x supers on with two of the supers on each full and ready for 
extraction.  

 3 Colonies have 3 x supers on with one or 1.5 full on each.  

 1 colony has 2 x supers with 1 full. 

The next inspection will see the normal inspection, managing the queen cells in the NUCs 
and colonies that are trying to swarm and clearing the supers so they can be taken to be 
extracted. 

Nice work if we can get it ☺ 

The downside of all this good husbandry of changing combs and removing suspect 
colonies, is the amount of equipment with wax to be rendered down, frames boiled, boxes 
scorched, and new foundation inserted so everything is ready for re-use.  Generally, this 
can be done as a Club working party, not at the moment with social distancing and lock 
down in place. 

Attached is a photo of the stack of equipment to be cleaned, this is not to be confused 

with the photo of the rather large colony I have. ☺ 
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The month continued... 

During inspections I had noticed a problem with Wax moths in the majority of the 

hives.  Having completed the Bailey comb change and boiled the frames, while I was 

putting fresh wax I noticed that most of the frames had at least one dead wax moth 

larva under the ‘wedge’ bar. Some frames had 4 or even 5. This was a very visual 

reminder of what can happen if we leave brood frames in the colony for too long. 

During this lockdown we have tried to support the less experienced members with 

telephone mentoring.  We have had one ZOOM conference call discussing Swarm 

management and will be following up with another call soon where members can 

raise questions and concerns. 

The fine weather has also got the weeds growing on the apiary site – something will 

have to be done to get those under control very soon.  

Dave Bonner 

Equipment to be cleaned  Beautifully large colony    
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SOLIHULL 

With social distancing still continuing, it has given me a chance to really take stock of our 
equipment, and I am fortunate enough that my husband is able to repair and fix any 
broken equipment or suggest alternative equipment. 

Our beehives are on an allotment and, as I am self-isolating, Phil who is the other half of 
the team is able to go in and look after the bees. We had a very good start to the year. He 
found two charged Queen cells and was able to create two Nucs. After a four-week 
period had elapsed, he had a look and unfortunately one queen had died in the cell, and 
the other queen had disappeared, not even the cell was to be seen! 

Hopefully, a frame of larvae from each of the other hives will give us another chance of 
raising a viable colony. We have also positioned a bait hive in one of the trees nearby 
hoping to entice a passing swarm, (no luck so far). Many of the plot holders on the 
allotment could not understand why we had suspended a hive in a tree, until we 
explained the reason why.  

Phil was asked to go and collect a swarm locally which was up a tree about 10ft high. The 
bees had attached themselves on the only branch which jutted out from the tree. A 
ladder could not be used as the tree was too young and bendy. The bees were more than 
arms lengths away, ‘safety first’ is always wise. 

Our apiary committee has held a ‘virtual meeting ‘, which went well. With thanks going to 
our apiary management team who are doing a great job in tending to the bees, and also 
maintaining the apiary site generally, Any apiary meetings will most likely not happen this 
year – it is very much missed, as the advice given and hands-on practice is invaluable. 

Hopefully, come winter, life may be back to a ‘new normal’. 

Stay alert, keep safe, and don’t let the bees bite. 

Desy Hall 

WARWICK & LEAMINGTON SPA 

We would like to apologise for not contributing to last month’s edition of Warwickshire 
Beekeeping Magazine. We had a very busy last members meeting with lots to talk about 
as the lockdown had been announced just an hour before our meeting. Consequently, the 
rota for our members was not circulated. That all seems a very long time ago now. 

Everybody has had their lives disrupted by social distancing and so have our Club bees. As 
we cannot use the Training Apiary this summer, we had to decide whether to maintain it 
in situ or disperse the colonies. The committee was split but after much soul searching 
and discussion, our Branch Bees went on their holidays. They have been evacuated to 
experienced members and will be coming home to the Training Apiary when we can use it 
again. The bees came with their own luggage – a lovely set of hives notes and two newly 
waxed supers for each colony. Reports are that all the colonies are doing well and 
enjoying their holiday. 

We enjoyed a very successful members meeting last week via Zoom. There were 37 
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The month continued... 

members participating in the question and answer session and it was very informative. 
A big thank you to the members who organised this and helped educate us on how the 
tech works. 

One of our members thought that it would be a good idea to donate our stock of non-
sterile gloves to the social care sector to mitigate the shortage of PPE. This was 
suggested to the committee who were in full agreement. I am sure that the gloves 
were appreciated by the recipients.  

I hope that you are all safe and well.  

Liz Gurney 

SUTTON COLDFIELD 
Swarm Season has started 

Swarming season is well underway and with the hot 
weather we have been having, our swarm collectors have 
been very busy. I had to collect this one which had been in 
the compost bin for at least two years; it took a couple of 
hours but the removal was successful. The entire colony 
has now been moved to a hive and is doing well under the 
supervision of another beekeeper. 

I’ve met a couple of beekeepers over the past few weeks in 
passing, one of which has started a very professional queen 
rearing programme. I hope to be able to share more on his 
experience in my next report. 

Jitesh Patel 

SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR 
Chairman’s Letter March 31st 2020 

I hope that all who read this and your bees are all well. What a contrast this long dry 
spell has been to the preceding wet weather. The bees seem to be making the most of 
it and it has been a blessing for us during this C19 crisis—allowing us to spend much 
time outside and keep relatively sane (I hope!). 

Our bees, of course, have again been running rings around the best of us. Our swarm 
collectors have been called to castes more than prime swarms which begs the question 
– who found all the prime swarms, or did they all get away? 

Swarming may be occurring more this year because we are unable to inspect our hives 
quite so often. If that’s the case, please remember that we are here to help if you need 
it, (contact the committee members), and we will try to find someone in your area. 
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‘Let alone’ type beekeeping 

RE. swarming. Perhaps we’ve been opting for ‘let alone beekeeping’. All very well if living 
in an isolated location and if we have healthy bees. But maybe we have aggressive bees. 
You may have heard that one of the main problems with bees today is the beekeeper—
are we rearing good bees? For example, if we have aggressive bees, don’t control them 
and let them swarm are we allowing/encouraging them to further spread their genes, 
either via subsequent queens or via the drones? As with all livestock we should try to 
keep our colonies healthy and select from good stock. This can be done by assessing the 
qualities of our colonies. How well did they come through winter? Is the queen laying 
well, and in a good brood pattern? Sometimes it is necessary to cull the queens from 
colonies with undesirable traits and either replace with good queens or merge with 
other colonies. Yes, we can also interfere too much, and a balance is important. 

In general 

Swarming continues of course. Many farmers have not planted rape this year which 
might mean that it is not so essential to remove crystallised comb from the hive. Bearing 
in mind that a possible ‘June Gap’ could be approaching we should be paying attention 
to stores and forage available. Perhaps leave some of that honey on to help them 
through a difficult time. The queen might go temporarily ‘off lay’ which can be 
interpreted as a colony without a queen. Best to be patient and wait a while. If in serious 
doubt a comb of eggs and young larvae can be introduced from another colony as a test. 
If there is no queen present then queen cells should be started, and brood pheromones 
will reduce the chance of ‘laying queens’. If no qc’s are started then the queen is likely to 
be ‘off lay’. We are encouraged to rear our own queens these days and to stop importing 
inappropriate stock from abroad. Some beekeepers find this prospect daunting and 
complicated. There are very simple techniques to encourage new queens. Some of these 
have been mentioned in our Zoom meetings. We have a couple of queen rearing groups 
running at the moment via WhatsApp and are having mixed results. One is in conjunction 
with members of other BKA’s. All good practice. 

We now have an updated website with a new members forum where advice can be 
obtained and articles posted, which is proving to be both popular and useful. 

As with other associations we have been running Zoom meetings for the committee, 
question and answer sessions, talks and videos. These have been a great success and a 
useful way of maintaining links and communication between members. 

Zoom sessions 

The Zoom sessions have been very successful recently. David and Chris have been 
receiving and answering questions on all bee topics, but more recently on queen rearing 
and swarm control/prevention. These have been beneficial to all. However trivial the 
question might appear to be we all learn something from participating. 

Good luck to you all, 

Tim Newcombe 
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Elderflower Cordial with Honey 

This is one I’ve converted from the Great British 

Chefs recipe. Most elderflower recipes use elderflower 

cordial as a quick and easy way of introducing the 

flower's distinctive flavour. Homemade cordials taste  

very different to shop-bought varieties and it is 

definitely worth making your own. Great with a gin 

and tonic or drizzled over a lemon cake.   Cordial made 

with honey adds an extra dimension. 

If you’ve ever been disappointed with home-made 

cordial try this: pick soon after the flowers have 

opened and early in the day if possible. Sniff each 

one as you pick it, and discard if it doesn’t smell 

lovely (thanks to Andrew Heath for the tip) - Mandy 

INGREDIENTS 

25 sprigs of fresh 

elderflower 

3l boiling water 

2 unwaxed lemons, rinds and 

juice only (as the white pith 

will make it bitter) 

1kg light honey 

10g of citric acid (from a 

pharmacy) 

METHOD 

1. Place the elderflower heads and lemon rinds in a 

large bowl (I use my rectank) 

2. Boil the water and pour over the elderflower, 

cover and infuse overnight 

3. Strain the liquid through a fine sieve lined with 

a piece of muslin 

4. Bring the liquid to the boil with the sugar, citric 

acid and lemon juice and boil for 2 minutes 

5. Allow to cool before decanting into sterilised 

bottles 

6. Keep in the fridge for up to a month, freezes 

well 

7. Dilute to taste, I find 1 part cordial to 3 parts 

sparkling water (or tonic water with a little 

gin….) is perfect 
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INFUSED HONEY 

INGREDIENTS 

2 sprigs fresh Elderflowers as previous  

1 pound of honey 

A 500g preserving jar 

METHOD 

1. Briefly rinse the elderflower sprigs and allow to dry 

2. Gently warm the honey (to about 45C) and pour into the jar  

3. Plunge the dry elderflowers into the honey leaving the stalks protruding and 

seal the jar 

4. Leave for a few days and taste the honey, if you can detect the elderflower 

then remove the stalks 

5. The honey should last indefinitely if your elderflowers are dry. 

ELDERFLOWER GIN 

INGREDIENTS 

3 sprigs of fresh elderflower as previous 

60g of honey 

500ml of gin 

METHOD 

1. Place all of the ingredients in a large sterilized jar 

2. Swirl to dissolve the honey and leave to infuse for 24hrs 

3. Strain through muslin into a sterilized bottle (or the one the gin just came 

out of…)  

4. Keeps up to a month (really?) 
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Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper 

T hese past four weeks have been very eventful with 
mistakes made and lessons learnt.  

The evil colony now has a new queen. As she’s on mating 
flights, I’m hoping it’s successful and must wait to see what her 
temperament will be. However, as the egg she originated from 
comes from my best tempered colony, I’m hoping she’ll be 

fairly calm but productive. I used a Snelgrove Board to manage this, the aim being 
to obtain a new queen without reducing the workforce too much as the spring flow 
is on. I thought it was quite a clever way to bring bees into the bottom box and 
encourage them to raise a new queen.  

I almost had a crisis with my best tempered colony two weeks ago (this colony has 
a lovely temperament, maintained strength over winter, is very productive and also 
seems to have a naturally low rate of varroa). I thought I was doing OK with the 
management, but then found loads of queen cells in various stages. It took me 
absolutely ages to find the marked and clipped queen! I was feeling like a complete 
failure as a beekeeper who can’t even find a marked queen! I finally found her after 
the fourth attempt and moved her into a Nuc. Some say leave only one capped 
queen cell in a hive, others say 2, 3, or 4 or more and the queens will fight it out and 
the strongest queen lives. Following that logic, I left four, which ended up being a 
mistake.  

Four days later, dinner was on the table and I was literally reaching for my cutlery, 
when I got a text saying that my bees were swarming! I had a quick think about the 
items needed, packed them and dashed off to the allotment. It was a big prime 
swarm. I should mention that I’ve placed three bait hives on this allotment and one 
in the back garden of a nearby home…but did the swarm move to one of those? Of 
course, not…it preferred the underside of a large bird feeder in the middle of 
someone else's allotment plot…while they were working on it! Thankfully, the 
swarm was fairly easy to collect. I had a quick peak at the swarm today and gave it 
more space. It’s calmed down and is looking like another good colony. 

The bees have been filling supers very quickly this year. I’m noticing what a 
difference it makes having a few supers of drawn comb ready for them. Two of my 
colonies are already starting to fill their third super. Two days ago, I put clearer 
boards under five supers from three colonies. Honey extraction is arranged for 
tomorrow! . 

Denali Enns 
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CAVEAT EMPTOR 

Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Asso-
ciation is not responsible for any goods or ser-
vices advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or 

on the  website. Anyone purchasing bees or 
nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are 

disease free and that they are aware of the 
provenance of any queens. 

Ambrosia Syrup For Sale 
Contact: Mick 07875678001 

Decanted from IBC into your container 
£1/kg. 

I have a limited number of containers 
for those who may require them. 
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WBKA Committee 

President Peter Spencer 

T: 01926 856204 

Chairman Samantha Peckett 

T: 01608 685918 

E: chairman@wbka.org.uk 

Secretary Mike Blanco 

T: 01527 591855 

E: secretary@wbka.org.uk 

Treasurer Jan Willetts 

T: 0121 249 1965 

Examination Secretary Jane Medwell 

E: examsec@wbka.org.uk 

WB Editor Katerina Prokopiou 

E: wbeditor@wbka.org.uk 

Web Master Peter Barclay 

T: 02476 411275 

E: webmaster@wbka.org.uk 

Branch Secretaries 

Birmingham T: 07708 031926 E: bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk  

Coventry T: 02476 411275 E: cbka.secretary@wbka.org.uk  

Nuneaton T: 01827 880689 E: jandl.twidle@gmail.com 

Rugby T: 07486 508079 E: secretary@rugbybeekeepers.org 

Shipston T: 07506 086133  E: secretary.shipston@wbka.org.uk 

Solihull T: 0121 7041731 E: solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com 

Sutton Coldfield T: 0121 3549451 E: secretary.sutton@wbka.org.uk 

Warwick & Leamington T: 01926 316192 E: secretary@warleambees.org.uk 

Copy Date for next Issue 21 June 2020 

Bee Inspectors 

Seasonal (Apr - Sept only) 

Colleen Reichling T: 07990 138898 

Gordon Bull T: 07867 351626 

Regional 

Colin Pavey T: 07775 119471 

BDI Representatives 

WBKA Representative 

Julian Routh T: 0121 3545956 

Director & Claims Manager 

Bernard Diaper T: 07711 456932 

Warwickshire 

AHAT Coordinator 
Julian Routh 

E: routhjulian@gmail.com  


