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ON-LINE AND IN COLOUR  

Log In at warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk to view this 

newsletter and many others 

Please contact your Branch Secretary to obtain the password 

Please Note 

Items appearing in WB 
are not necessarily the 
view of  either the 
editor or Warwickshire 
Beekeepers Association 

Editor’s 
Letter 

It is always in adverse circumstances that humans are at their 

most ingenious and creative states. As difficult as the current 

situation is, it is encouraging to see so many of our branches 

utilising other means of communication and connection. 

Videoconferencing tools, such as Zoom or Google Hangouts, 

can help you hold virtual meetings, while mobile, Whatsapp, 

Facebook and all other social media channels serve as great 

ways to keep in contact with friends and buddy beekeepers. 

Similarly, resources don’t have to be physically available – go 

ahead and make use of all online resources available, 

including Beebase, Bee Craft, www.dave-cushman.net or 

even Youtube for videos on lectures and beekeeping practice. 

Spring is certainly here and the bees are not going to wait for 

the lock-down to be over, they are already out there 

collecting resources and growing. Please be more aware of 

your hives’ state and look for signs of swarming, before it’s 

too late (a hive half as full as last inspection is a sign you were 

too late). Help each other out and stay (safely) connected. 

Best wishes and keep safe, 

Katerina Prokopiou 

Do you have an 

idea,  story or 

wonderful 

photographs 

to share? 

 

Please share them 

with your Editor 

at 

wbeditor@wbka.

org.uk 

http://www.warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
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Government Ruling on Social 
Distancing for Bees 

 

By Stewart Gould 

Somerton & District Beekeepers 
Association 

The Government is presently considering the wisdom of keeping honey 

bees, because of the problems of social distancing while foraging, and 

being clustered in hives. Self isolation is totally impossible with a potential 

50,000 souls packed into a box measuring 463mm x 463mm and 215mm 

high. 

From May 1st, swarming will be considered an illegal public gathering. At 

first, bees will be warned and advised to go home. If they persist in their 

actions, the authorities will have no option but to make arrests, and may 

also set swarm bait hives. Detractors have considered this to be a honey 

trap. Sting operations are not ruled out. 

It is strongly advised that beekeepers divert their need, to keep insects in 

boxes, toward solitary bees, which cause none of the problems posed by 

social insects. Social isolation comes naturally to them, and they wouldn’t 

be seen dead in a swarming situation. 
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May 
  

11 19:30 2nd Virtual Members Meeting, Shipston-on-Stour  

Topic to be advised  

Online Zoom Session 

 

 

 

20 World Bee Day 

  

What’s On 2020 

ATTENTION 

Due to the current health risks throughout the nation, 

training, meetings and even BBKA modules have either 

been postponed or cancelled. 

Please consult with your respective branch secretaries in 

order to offer your support, or to learn more about the 

changes to your branch’s scheduled events during the 

coming period. 
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AHAT Report on Asian Hornet, May 2020 

By Julian Routh (Warwickshire AHAT Coordinator) 

All Asian Hornet queens that have survived hibernation will now have emerged 

and started to build primary nests. The site chosen is normally a sheltered spot at 

a lower level; perfect locations include sheds, garages, car ports and possibly 

empty hives. At this time of year there will be little interest in apiaries so keep a 

lookout in any possible nesting site - the primary nest is similar to the start of a 

wasp nest (upside down egg cup) only bigger. If one is found take care as the 

queen may be close at hand, best to check at night with a red light if possible. If 

found it should be reported immediately either via the Asian Hornet app, the 

National Bee Unit or to the Non Native Species Secretariat at 

alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk. 

It is also the time when monitoring traps can be usefully used. The traps should 

not kill any insects that enter them as this may have a bigger effect on the insect 

population than any Asian Hornet. A design for such a trap is available on the 

Beebase web site and is simple and cheap to make. At this time of the year the 

bait should contain some protein, minced prawns are good but smelly, and the 

traps should be checked daily to release any other insects trapped including 

queen wasps and European Hornets as they are very important in controlling 

insect pests at this time of year. It is illegal to release Asian Hornets which should 

be photographed and killed in a freezer so that evidence is available when 

reporting as above. If you do put a trap out, please register it on Beebase so that 

it can feed into a wider picture. 

I hope that we do not find any Asian Hornets in Warwickshire or adjacent 

counties in the coming year but, as was seen last year, they can appear almost 

anywhere and control can only be obtained if the nest is located and destroyed 

before the next generation of queens emerges. 

If there is any uncertainty over identification or other help needed on reporting 

sightings please feel free to contact me on email at routhjulian@gmail.com or 

any other AHAT members as seen on the map on the BBKA website. 

mailto:alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk?subject=Asian%20Hornet%20Nest%20Spotted
mailto:routhjulian@gmail.com?subject=Request%20for%20support%20with%20Asian%20Hornet%20issue
https://www.bbka.org.uk/asian-hornet-action-team-map
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How ‘undertaker’ bees recognise dead comrades 

By Lune Valley Community Beekeepers 

Undertaker bees are a class of worker bee that scours the hive for dead 

comrades, finding them in the dark in as little as 30 minutes, despite the fact that 

the deceased have not yet begun to give off the typical odours of decay.  

Ants, bees, and other insects are covered in compounds called cuticular 

hydrocarbons (CHCs), which compose part of the waxy coating on their cuticles 

(the shiny parts of their exoskeletons) and help prevent them from drying out. 

While the insects are alive, these molecules are continually released into the air 

and are used to recognise fellow hive members.  

Wen Ping, an ecologist at the Chinese Academy of Sciences’s Xishuangbanna 

Tropical Botanical Garden, wondered whether a specific type of scent molecule 

might help undertaker bees find their fallen hive mates. Wen speculated that less 

of the pheromones were being released into the air after a bee died and its body 

temperature decreased. When he used chemical methods of detecting gases to 

test this hypothesis, he confirmed that cooled dead bees were indeed emitting 

fewer volatile CHCs than living bees.  
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Wen then designed a series of experiments to see whether undertaker bees were 

picking up on this change. Using hives containing the Asian honey bees (Apis 

cerana Fabricius), he heated up the corpses of dead honey bees. When he placed 

regular, cool dead bees in a hive, workers always removed them within half an 

hour. However, when he placed the bees in a heated petri dish and warmed them 

up by a few degrees Celsius, it often took undertakers several hours to even 

notice the body. He concludes that this was because the warm bee body was 

releasing close to the same amount of CHCs as a living bee.  

To conclude his experiment, Wen washed the CHCs off dead bees with hexane, 

which can dissolve waxes and oils, heated them up to about the temperature of a 

live bee, and placed them back in their respective hives. The undertakers sprang 

into action and removed nearly 90% of the hot, clean dead bees within half an 

hour. That suggests that it is not temperature, but the absence of CHC emissions 

that undertakers use to diagnose death.  

Allium 
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All in a month 

SUTTON COLDFIELD 

Unfortunately, like the rest of Britain, all association meetings, apiary sessions and 
lectures have been cancelled. Luckily, for Sutton Coldfield members, some 
beekeepers have been kind enough to offer advice via email to other beekeepers. 
Both Bob Gilbert (bee1bob1@btinternet.com) and Julian Routh 
(routh.family@lineone.net) have volunteered to give advice via email and to help 
answer your questions and concerns. When reaching out, please attach pictures if 
possible and send to either one of them not both. 

As beekeepers looking for online resources while tangible ones are not available, 
Julian has reminded everyone that we have access to Beebase and the BBKA 
forum. We, as beekeepers, have lots of other sites as well, including BeeCraft and 
the www.dave-cushman.net. Lest we forget the knowledge packed in the myriads 
of Youtube videos of lectures and practical beekeeping. 

Surprisingly, without our regular meetings and gatherings, I’ve had time to prepare 
for the new season having built new equipment that I purchased recently. I’ve 
replaced old equipment, or its been cleaned up ready for Swarm season. 

With the recent good weather, I’ve also been able to make a number of candles 
from wax melted down using a solar wax extractor. I’ve been buying one silicone 
mould a year for the for the past few years and have a small collection now. 

Jitesh Patel 

mailto:bee1bob1@btinternet.com?subject=Looking%20for%20advise...
mailto:routh.family@lineone.net?subject=Looking%20for%20advise...
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RUGBY 

Living through unprecedent and worrying circumstances has clouded over all of 
our working and free time. As expected, the effects are now also felt throughout 
our beekeeping activities and duties. We, as a branch, have had to make some 
difficult decisions related to our new beekeepers and swarm collection which will 
be effective for the unforeseeable weeks or maybe months.  

We are all religiously adhering to government guidance in relation to social 
distancing during our beekeeping duties and have advised all members to read 
and carry a copy of the Defra/Scottish/Welsh Governments guidance letter when 
traveling to any out-apiaries. 

Reducing the risk of bees swarming by good husbandry techniques is sound 
advice any year, but this year even more so - please endeavour to address this as 
much as possible. 

While we practice our patience by waiting for this situation to resolve, we 
encourage our members to stay in (safe) contact with each other. 
Communication channels such as Whatsapp, Facebook, Zoom, FaceTime or the 
basic telephone, are a great way to stay connected with other local beekeepers 
who can provide support and advice. 

In hopes of ending on a very high note, we are delighted to announce our new 
Chair, Siobhan Loydall. Welcome and thank you, for taking on the role to support 
The Rugby Beekeepers Association and we look forward to our future meetings 
in safer and less worrying times.  

Gail Plester 

 

SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR 

Due to Covid-19, we are all finding new ways to stay in contact and keep the 
associations together. Welcome to the new ‘virtual reality’ - at least for the 
foreseeable future. Our beginners’ courses, teaching sessions in the branch 
apiary, monthly meetings, apiary visits and summer shows are all cancelled. I 
expect that some good things will come about from necessity. Let’s hope that we 
will not be subjected to sugar rationing! 

Our committee has had one virtual meeting via Skype which was very successful, 
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The month continued... 

apart from one member who was deprived of speech (is this the rise of the 
robots?!) - and some odd teething problems which, probably fuelled by 
intoxicating liquors, resulted in much mirth and laughter. So that seems now to 
be one way forward. 

David Blower gave our members a talk on swarming and prevention, using Zoom; 
a total of 22 members participated. As Covid-19 will possibly restrict normal spring 
beekeeping for some of us, and especially for those with out-apiaries, the 
emphasis was on how to manage swarming bearing these restrictions in mind. 

David noted his own experience after the ‘Beast from the East’ when brood, and 
consequently, swarming was diminished. Bee farmers, who don’t always have the 
time to perform complicated and time consuming maneuvers for swarm control, 
often resort to weakening the strong colonies by removing sealed brood frames. 
These are then added to weaker colonies to help them increase. The removal of 
sealed brood gives space for the colonies to further expand and, in theory 
reduce, the chances of swarming. Of course, the donor colony’s health must be 
checked first before any transfer of frames, so as to reduce the chances of 
spreading disease. 

Another possible method along the same principles of reducing the strength of a 
thriving colony, is to swap hive positions. The positions of the strong colony and 
the weak colony can be exchanged resulting in a loss of bees from strong to 
weak. Although David shared this method with us, he hadn’t actually tried it, but 
it is worth noting as a useful tool in difficult times. 

Further work is also in progress to record bee inspections and beekeeping 
techniques, made available for members to view on our website, which is also 
currently being revamped. We plan to have regular virtual meetings which should, 
in some way, compensate for our monthly pub meetings which are no longer 
possible. We hope that this may also attract members who have not previously 
been able to attend the monthly gatherings. 

Outside the four walls of confinement, bees might still swarm and so bait hives 
are a great way of capturing those bees escaping from other apiaries. (Never your 
own of course!). I have two in place and, as always, eagerly await the arrival of 
free bees. All the meanwhile, rapeseed is blooming and bees are already busying 
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themselves with it. I have also noticed bees bringing in red pollen (brick red) – 
presumably from Blackthorn, spring is truly here. 

Good luck all with your bees, your beekeeping and your health. 

Tim Newcombe 

SOLIHULL 

Well, what a difference these last four weeks have been; the rain has now 
stopped and lots of lovely warm weather to be had. The only downside: we all 
have to stay home thanks to the lockdown. 

There has been talk this week from beekeepers on social media about the 
swarming of their bee colonies. Swarming is very difficult to control if you have 
an out apiary, especially as journeys should be restricted despite bees being 
classed as ‘livestock’, meaning you can travel to attend to them. If you are a 
person in the group of those most vulnerable, will certainly make you think twice 
before going out. 

Our Solihull apiary spring clean has been put on hold while the lockdown 
continues. Our core group continue to manage the basic work required around 
the apiary while this situation remains. 

The Nosema clinic was also cancelled, I’m sure to the delight of the bees! 

In more exciting news, Celia Davis was interviewed live on Solihull Radio on the 
16th of April where she talked about the start of her journey into bees, nearly 40 
years ago. Some of the topics Celia discussed revolved around how bees 
produce honey and how much to expect from a hive, why Manuka honey is so 
expensive, and many more. Celia is very concise in her answers and always very 
interesting to listen to; I never cease to stop learning something new from her. 

It feels very strange not to have our weekly meetings at the apiary, but 
eventually we will restart, and things will return to their usual, upbeat pace. 

Keep well, bee safe and let the bees hum with happiness. 

Desy Hall 

Q Who protects the Queen Bee? 

A Her hub-bee.  
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The month continued... 

 

COVENTRY & DISTRICT 

Weekly inspections of the beehives continue, and things are looking OK; there is a 
strong nectar flow and the foragers are working hard bringing it in.  If this carries 
on there may be some honey which is worthwhile extracting   

The 4 colonies that are in the middle of Bailey Comb Changes are ‘exploding’ in 
size. Not only have they reached 15-16 seams of bees and 10-11 seams of brood, 
they no longer need the feeders, which have been removed in favour of two 
supers for each colony. The next step for these colonies is to remove the old 
brood box, once all the brood has emerged.  When I do that, I will add another 
one or two supers, to make sure they have enough space. 

The 5th colony which had been strong coming out of the winter, is now going 
backwards.  It looks like this colony is developing into a drone laying queen. If 
that is the case, it will have to be shaken out on the next apiary visit. 

The Colony which was average is still plodding along – building up nicely, a couple 
of supers on it to give it space. 

What about the last two, weak colonies? One is building up, albeit slowly, while 
the other is standing still.  I have come to the conclusion that there are not 
enough forager bees in either colony to get enough food to allow them to grow. I 
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have put feeders on both colonies 
which will give the bees direct access to 
food, in hope that this might help them 
build up. Let’s see what happens. 

I did manage to make sure all the 
queens were marked and all but one, 
are also clipped – the one remaining will 
be clipped next time. 

All the site landscaping work is in 
abeyance however, the site is looking good and is a very enjoyable place to be 
and doing beekeeping.  

Dave Bonner 

NUNEATON & ATHERSTON 

What strange times we are living in although, being a beekeeper gives us an 
opportunity to escape the confines of our prison without bars. On the few 
opportunities I have had to venture forth to collect groceries and other 
essentials, it almost feels as though I am on parole for the afternoon. 

The process of checking on our 6-legged responsibilities gives us the opportunity 
to immerse ourselves in their fascinating activities and, at least for a short while, 
be distracted from the challenging troubles of the World. Dealing with a (very) 
defensive colony has certainly increased the sensitivity of my handling and, in a 
perverse way, I look forward to the challenge of the weekly inspection and feel a 
sense of pride if neither of us is harmed in the process. 

On the branch front, our bees are continuing to develop as expected and are 
probably benefiting from a decrease in “help” from humans. As with all other 
branches, Nuneaton and Atherstone have cancelled all physical meetings until 
further notice. However, we are exploring the possibility of virtual meetings and 
discussions. How long it will take to become proficient in the black art of web 
video conferencing though, is anyone’s guess as it took yours truly 4 days just to 
get my 

PC to recognise a web camera. In the end, simply turning the computer off and 
then on again seemed to have solved the problem. It’s a pity we can’t sort out 
the pandemic in a similar fashion. 
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One thing that boosts my morale is the unexpected telephone calls from other 
beekeepers to check on my wellbeing. It’s surprising how such an action can lift 
your spirits – give it a try and ring other beekeepers from your club. 

May your supers be full, your swarms few and the Sun always shine on your 
apiary but, more importantly, stay well. 

John Twidle 

Eric Bryan 

 

Eric Bryan, a beekeeping member of Birmingham Branch for 
over 40 years, has sadly passed away. Following several falls, 
Eric had been living in a residential home. His health 
worsened following a further fall which lead to a hospital 
admission and he had to be eventually moved to a nursing 
home. He passed away on Friday 3rd April 2020 and 
fortunately his son was able to be with him. 

His death was age related and not due to the Coronavirus, 
but unfortunately his funeral will only be attended by a few 
family members. Our thoughts are with his family and many 
others in similar circumstances. 

 

RIP Eric 

Warwickshire Beekeepers Association 

Columbine 
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How Bees “Breathe” 

By John Eaden, Manchester Bee News 

Bees, like all living things need to expend en- ergy in order to go about 

their lives. Energy is released in the cells of the bee’s body by chemical 

reactions between food, in the form of sugars, and oxygen obtained from 

the atmosphere. The waste product of the oxida- tion of sugar is carbon 

dioxide which has to be disposed of back into the air. The function of the 

respiratory system is to supply the necessary oxygen and remove the 

waste carbon dioxide.  

During flight the honeybee beats its wings at around 180 beats per 

second, resulting in an audible buzz. The vigorous action of the flight 

muscles in insects is the most energy intensive muscular process in nature. 

The flying honey- bee has a metabolic rate about 2 to 3 times greater than 

that of a hovering hummingbird and therefore requires an extremely good 

supply of oxygen to maintain flight.  

Hummingbirds, like all vertebrates, transport oxygen round their bodies in 

their blood, using special molecules called haemoglobin. Bees on the other 

hand, like other insects, have evolved a respiratory system which delivers 

oxygen as a gas directly to the tissues where it is required. (Waste carbon 

dioxide is also removed in the same way). 

Oxygen enters the bee’s body through a series of openings, called 

spiracles, in the thorax and abdomen. There are 2 pairs of spiracles in the 

thorax and 8 pairs on the abdomen. A short tube leads from the spiracle to 

a chamber called the atrium which has a flap valve which can be opened 

and closed by muscle action. The atrium is connected to a large tube called 

a trachea which connects to a branching network of smaller secondary 

tracheae. The smallest tubes in the network called tracheoles carry the 
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oxygen to individual cells. In the flight muscles the number of tracheoles is 

particularly large to meet the huge demand for oxygen.  

The tracheae are formed from cuticle and are reinforced by spring like 

spiral folds which allow the tubes to stretch a little but also help resist 

compression - the tracheae have a structure similar to that of the flexible 

hose of a vacuum cleaner.  

The tracheae in the honeybee are modified in places to form larger air sacs 

which help increase the volume of oxygen available. Air sacs are found in 

the head, around the brain and optical ganglia which have a larger need 

for oxygen. The thorax which houses the powerful flight muscles also has 

a network of air sacs to ensure an adequate supply of oxygen during flight.  

While the bee is at rest she can obtain sufficient oxygen by diffusion 

without actively pumping air in and out of the tracheae. Once she is flying 

however, the bee has to ventilate the tracheae and air sacs to force air 

through the system at a higher rate. Moving the muscles between the 

Above: Dissection of the thorax showing two 

tracheae connected to spiracles.  

Left:Respiratory system of honeybee  
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segments of the abdomen to and fro causes compression and expansion 

of the air sacs. This, combined with opening and closing of the valves on 

the spiracles, causes a positive flow of air through the tracheae. The action 

of the flight muscles in the thorax causes it to expand and contract 

repeatedly and this also helps to pump air in the thoracic tracheae to 

ensure that the muscles get sufficient oxygen.  

Beekeepers need to be aware that their bees may become infested with 

the parasitic tracheal mites, Acarapis woodii (commonly known as 

Acarine). The mites get into the trachea through the first pair of spiracles 

on the thorax, usually infesting young bees newly emerged from their 

brood cells. Once inside the trachea the mites pierce the walls of the tubes 

and feed on the haemolymph. Female mites lay 5 to 7 eggs and attach 

these to the walls of the trachea. They emerge as adults after 11 to 15 

days. Adults then leave through the spiracles to seek out other young bees 

to infest.  

Views vary about the significance of Acarine mite infestations. Diagnosis is 

by dissection and microscopic examination of samples of workers. 

However there is no treatment available for Acarine - often strong healthy 

colonies shake it off. Re-queening a colony may also help.  
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FOR THE ALMOND SPONGE 

125g soft unsalted butter 

125g caster sugar 

1 tsp almond extract 

4 large eggs 

125ml milk 

200g self-raising flour 

½ tsp baking powder 

½ tsp fine sea salt 

150g ground almonds 

FOR THE TOPPING 

55g unsalted butter 

55g caster sugar 

75g clear honey 

2 tbsp double cream 

100g flaked almonds 

 

 

 

 

FOR THE FILLING 

25g custard powder (not 
instant) 

150ml milk 

100g caster sugar 

100g soft unsalted butter 

2 tbsp double cream or milk 

1 tsp vanilla bean paste or 
extract 

Honey Almond Cake 

“This sounds alarming, but is delicious!” - Denise 

SERVES 12  •  PREP 40 mins  •  COOK 1hr, plus cooling  •  A BIT OF EFFORT 
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METHOD 

1. Preheat the oven to 180°C, fan 160°C, gas 4. Grease and line the base and 

sides of a 20cm springform tin. Using an electric mixer, beat together all 

almond sponge ingredients in a large bowl for 2-3 minutes. 

2. Smooth into the cake tin and bake for 50-55 minutes until the cake is almost 

cooked – a skewer inserted in the centre should have just a few crumbs 

clinging. 

3. For the topping, place the butter, sugar, honey and cream in a small pan 

with a pinch of salt. Heat gently, stirring, until the sugar has dissolved. 

Bubble for 4 minutes or until it has changed from a light yellow to pale 

beige. Take off the heat and stir in the flaked almonds. Set aside to cool. 

4. When the cake is cooked, warm the topping briefly then pour it evenly over 

the cake. Return the cake to the oven for 7-8 minutes until golden brown. 

5. Leave the cake in the tin for at least 15 minutes, then remove carefully and 

leave to cool completely. 

6. Meanwhile, prepare the filling. Put the custard powder in a small pan and 

gradually mix in the milk, then add half the sugar. Stirring constantly, slowly 

bring to the boil over a low heat, and cook for 3 minutes, until very thick. 

Pour into a bowl, press clingfilm directly onto the surface and cool to room 

temperature. 

7. Beat the butter and remaining sugar until very soft and creamy. Beat in the 

cooled custard, cream or milk and vanilla. 

8. Slice through the cooled cake horizontally and spread the lower half with 

the custard buttercream. Reposition the almond-crusted sponge on top. Cut 

into wedges to serve. 

Storage: Store in an airtight container for up to a week. The topping may soften 
after a few days. 
 

Enjoy, Denise x 

 

 

Recipe from Sainsbury’s Magazine 
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Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper 

F irst and second spring inspections have occurred and 
it’s suddenly gotten busy! To review: I went into winter 

with four strong colonies and small weaker colony in a 
polynuc. Unfortunately, one colony was lost due to isolation 
starvation. The polynuc also became very weak towards 
late spring but has pulled through and is building up nicely. I 
gave this colony a pollen patty in March, which may have 
helped. The remaining three hives are strong. While it was 
disappointing to lose the one colony, it was actually my 
second meanest colony and, had it survived, I would have 
planned on re-queening it. 

On my last inspection, what I thought would be an 
impossible task has actually been achieved. I was able to 
find and mark the queen in the evil colony! There was an 
element of luck involved as she was on the second frame 
towards the back. A firm plan is now in place to re-queen. 
Hopefully in early May a new queen will emerge (eggs from 
my good-tempered colony). 

The three remaining colonies have all had their Queens 
marked green. I’ve not clipped them as that’s something I 
feel I lack the skill and confidence to do without risk of 
damaging the queen. I was told to practice on drones. The 
colony which uses propolis on nearly everything has been 
moved from its wooden hive into a new Poly hive in hope 
that this will result in less muckiness (from a beekeeper’s 
perspective). One colony had a cup with an egg in it, so I 
think I’d better make sure I’ve got my equipment ready for 
swarm management now. 

Two supers have been added on two hives, three on the evil 
colony (they are very productive) and no supers on the 
weak hive. I noticed the oil seed rape coming into flower in 
a field close to the apiary, so those supers will hopefully 
start to fill up now. 

I’m hoping everyone is keeping healthy and happy. 

Denali Enns 
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CAVEAT EMPTOR 

Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Asso-
ciation is not responsible for any goods or ser-
vices advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or 

on the  website. Anyone purchasing bees or 
nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are 

disease free and that they are aware of the 
provenance of any queens. 

Ambrosia Syrup For Sale 
Contact: Mick 07875678001 

Decanted from IBC into your container 
£1/kg. 

I have a limited number of containers 
for those who may require them. 
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WBKA Committee 

President Peter Spencer 

T: 01926 856204 

Chairman Samantha Peckett 

E: chairman@wbka.org.uk 

Secretary Mike Blanco 

T: 01527 591855 

E: secretary@wbka.org.uk 

Treasurer Jane Brown 

E: treasurer@wbka.org.uk 

Examination Secretary Jane Medwell 

E: examsec@wbka.org.uk 

WB Editor Katerina Prokopiou 

E: wbeditor@wbka.org.uk 

Web Master Peter Barclay 

T: 02476 411275 

E: webmaster@wbka.org.uk 

Branch Secretaries 

Birmingham T: 07708 031926 E: bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk  

Coventry T: 02476 411275 E: cbka.secretary@wbka.org.uk  

Nuneaton T: 01827 880689 E: jandl.twidle@gmail.com 

Rugby T: 07486 508079 E: secretary@rugbybeekeepers.org 

Shipston T: 07506 086133  E: secretary.shipston@wbka.org.uk 

Solihull T: 0121 7041731 E: solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com 

Sutton Coldfield T: 0121 3549451 E: secretary.sutton@wbka.org.uk 

Warwick & Leamington T: 01926 316192 E: secretary@warleambees.org.uk 

Bee Inspectors 

Seasonal (Apr - Sept only) 

Colleen Reichling T: 07990 138898 

Gordon Bull T: 07867 351626 

Regional 

Colin Pavey T: 07775 119471 

BDI Representatives 

WBKA Representative 

Julian Routh T: 0121 3545956 

Director & Claims Manager 

Bernard Diaper T: 07711 456932 

Copy Date for next Issue 21 May 2020 

Warwickshire 
AHAT Coordinator 

Julian Routh 

E: routhjulian@gmail.com  


