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Letter from the Chairman

D

ear members,

I trust you are well on the way to getting all
your winter jobs done before the end of the
year. The very wet weather has not helped
with those of us that needed to get out to the bees, but it is reasonable to
assume that, being hive bound most of October means stores will have been
consumed a little earlier this year. Certainly, a Christmas treat of fondant icing
may be very well received by your bees.
Although this year is not yet finished, we already began planning and
preparing some of the WBKA events for 2020. We will start the year with
microscopy courses in January and we hope to bring back the spring county
lecture during late February. In May, there will be a queen rearing course to
help our members become more self-sufficient in producing good queens
from local stocks, and we will be organising another NBU practical bee health
day during the summer. All this in addition to the wide range of activities
taking place in all 8 branches across Warwickshire. More details available on
the WB calendar.
Now you see why you need to get those winter jobs done without delay!
I hope you have a very enjoyable Christmas, however you choose to spend it.

With Seasons Greetings,
David Blower
Chairman
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Cover photo ‘Christmas Bee Bauble’ by About Manchester

Editor’s
Letter
While I am still present in a perpetual summer, I can
imagine our bees and beekeepers tucked in and ready to
embrace the winter.
Both our hives and our homes should be fully stocked up,
although I wonder whether we can keep ourselves from
eating all the snacks we have prepared for that Christmas
dinner!
I have had a wonderful year, following and showcasing
the progress of our branches, and I am extremely proud
to be a member of such a knowledgeable and lively
association of beekeepers. I cannot wait to see what
exciting and insightful events each of you are preparing
for the new year to come—the best year yet!

Happy Christmas to all,
Katerina Prokopiou

Do you have an
idea, story or
wonderful
photographs
to share?
Please share them
with your Editor
at
wbeditor@wbka.
org.uk

Please Note
Items appearing in WB
are not necessarily the
view of either the
editor or Warwickshire
Beekeepers Association

ON-LINE AND IN COLOUR
Log In at warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk to view this
newsletter and many others
Please contact your Branch Secretary to obtain the password
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What’s On 2019/2020
December

3

Social Evening, Sutton Coldfield
Park House,
Sutton Park

3

Christmas Noggin and Nutter,
Nuneaton & Atherstone
Hatters Space Community Centre,
Nuneaton

7

12:30 Festive Christmas Lunch,
Birmingham
12.30pm for 1.00pm sitting
To book contact Nathaniel
Hateley bdbka.socsec@aol.com
Westmead Hotel

9

11

19:30 Old Beekeeping Videos and
Nibbles, Solihull
Methodist Hall,
Blossomfield Road,
Solihull B91 1LG

Christmas Meal, Sutton Coldfield
Park House,
Sutton Park
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16

19:30 Christmas Party and Quiz,
Coventry
All Saints Church Hall,
Allesley, Coventry,
CV5 9EQ

19

19:30 Annual Mead and Mince
Pies, Warwick & Leamington
Please bring along a contribution
to the Christmas/partyfare to enjoy
and share
Kings Hill Nurseries

January

7

Social Evening, Sutton Coldfield
Park House,
Sutton Park
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Branch New Year’s Meal,
Solihull
Friends and Family welcome.
Please phone Ian Davidson (0121704 1731) in advance.
The Fieldhouse,
10 Knightcote Drive,
Solihull B91 3JU

16

16

20

31

Branch Meeting and Talk,
Sutton Coldfield
Topic of the talk TBC
Erdington Methodist Centre
19:30 Branch Meeting and Talk,
Warwick & Leamington
‘Bumble Bees and Native Solitary
Bees’ by Paul Hand
Kings Hill Nurseries
19:30—21:00 Branch Meeting
and Talk, Coventry
‘Feeding Bees’ by Celia Davis
All Saints Church Hall,
Allesley, Coventry,
CV5 9EQ
19:30—21:00 Branch Meeting
and Talk, Birmingham
‘Solitary Bees’ by Ron Rock of
Bumble Bee Conservation Trust
BAYC, Pershore Road

TBC

Branch Meeting and Talk,
Nuneaton & Atherston
‘Keeping them Healthy’ by Noel
Parker
Hatters Space Community
Centre,
Nuneaton

60th Annual
Delegate
meeting for
the BBKA

10:30 11 January 2020,
Myton School, Myton
Road, Warwick, CV32 6PJ

All members are invited to attend. Please be
advised that spaces are limited, and so
attendees will be on a pre-registered, firstcome, first-served basis.
Advanced registration can be done on
written application to
gen.manager@bbka.org.uk
Documents for the ADM Delegate Pack have
been loaded onto the BBKA website:
https://www.bbka.org.uk/bbka-adm
For those who requested a hard copy of the
pack prior to the cut-off date, these will be
posted out during the course of next week.
For questions regarding
Reports,
please
Howard.Pool@bbka.org.uk

the

Finance
contact

Any queries on a Standing Orders or
Governance matter should be directed to:
Stephen.Barnes@bbka.org.uk
Propositions from our members will be
taken forward by WBKA.
Forms are available on the BBKA website for
propositions, Examination board position
application, Trustee nominations,
Association Delegate nominations.
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19 & 20 Microscopy Courses, Eathorpe Village Hall
Jan £25 per day
2020

Why not explore the secret and often beautiful world that lies beneath
the microscope with Barry Meatyard, our microscopy wizard? Microscopy
is the window to a multitude of amazing and often beautiful structures
that are beyond the reach of the unaided human eye, and also has many
uses to us as beekeepers.
On Jan 19th and 20th at Eathorpe Village Hall we will be offering two days
of practical microscopy – the first, an introduction for beginners and the
second an opportunity to develop more advanced work, such as
dissection, for those already familiar with basic techniques.
All equipment will be provided. For more details please contact your
branch education coordinator.
Book your place on warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Event: BIBBA Conference 2020
The Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Association (BIBBA) has
announced details of its 2020 Conference. This will be on Saturday 15th & Sunday
16th February at Heritage High School, Clowne, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S43
4QG. Planning is in the early stages, but there will be two programmes:
‘Intermediate/Advanced’ for those who are reasonably experienced beekeepers
and ‘The Early Years’ specifically for newer beekeepers. Further details will be
displayed on the BIBBA website https://bibba.com/ when available.
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CONFERENCE
ASIAN HORNET Vespa Velutina nigrithorax
The National Beekeeping Centre, Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire,CV8 2LG
10am- 4pm, Saturday 8th February 2020
This conference is FREE and for all Asian Hornet Team Leaders or representatives
from Area Associations.
Initially there will be an opportunity for two representatives from each
Association area but if requested more individuals may be able to attend, it is
dependent on the maximum numbers in the hall. Regional Bee Inspectors are
also invited.
The purpose of the conference is to learn more about Asian Hornets and the
current research, examine the experience during 2019 and develop a way
forward considering suggestions from those involved in incidents: Nigel
Semmence, Sandra Gray (NBI) and Belinda Philipson (Defra Policy) will update
the conference on the current position and also answer questions during the
conference. Steve Martin will be sharing his knowledge about Asian Hornets and
Xesus Feas will share his experience and research about the Asian Hornets in
Portugal.
If you would like to attend please send your name, email address and Association
name to Liz.Leddy@bbka.org.uk at the BBKA office to book a place.
Initially each Association can register two representatives but please apply and
join the waiting list if you would like to attend. We will book a larger hall for the
conference if numbers indicate it is required.
This is a chance to influence the development of policy surrounding the
elimination of non native Asian Hornets in the UK. It will also be an opportunity
to share best practice with other team leaders.
I look forward to hearing from you
Anne Rowberry
7

AHAT Report 2019
For the action team, 2019 has thankfully been a quiet year, with sightings in 4
locations and 3 nests destroyed, 2 of which may have been linked.
One particular the sighting was reported near Tamworth in South Staffordshire, too
close for comfort. As soon as the sighting was reported, assistance was offered to
the National Bee Unit, but the nest had already been located and destroyed before I
could even get a reply. As no source was obvious for this Asian Hornet, the best
possible explanation is the possibility that it came from a nest found nearby several
transport depots. Perhaps a vehicle visiting this depot could have been the means of
transport for a queen travelling in autumn/winter of 2018. Since the nest was
located in early September, no evidence was found of new queens being raised in
the nest, which reduces the risk of any incursions in 2020 from this location.
It has been noted that all of the sightings this year were by the general public rather
than beekeepers, which suggests that publicity in the papers has successfully raised
public awareness. It is imperative that we maintain public awareness, through active
information on the identification and reporting of Asian Hornets at all public events
attended by members.
Although the Regional Bee Inspector did not note any records of apiaries near this
sighting, it is likely that there are some hives, since the location was between
Tamworth and Sutton Coldfield, an area where many of our beekeepers are located.
I therefore highly recommend that all members register their bees on Beebase and
maintain their records up to date.
Although 2019 has been a quiet year in this respect, the random nature of sightings
suggests that Asian Hornets can appear anywhere in mainland UK. The situation in
Jersey which had many more nests found this year, demonstrates that, once the
hornet gains a foothold and nests produce queens, control becomes very difficult.
Northern France is now heavily infested with Asian Hornets and, once the density
reaches a certain level, the new, autumn queens and those overwintering, will fly
greater distances to start nests, (up to 200 km) making southern England well within
range.
Little can be done now this year except possibly check trees for nests once leaves
have fallen. Early next year I would suggest that all branches have reminder sessions
at their meetings and possibly get groups together to make monitoring traps, these
should go out in early March and be monitored regularly.
Julian Routh
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FUND RESEARCH WITH A
CALENDAR FOR 2020
INTRODUCTION TO BEEKEEPING
Kings Hill Nursery, Coventry CV3 6PS
£70 (available as a Christmas gift
voucher)
Monday evenings March 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30
also Sat morning April 4

A calendar from National Bee
Supplies (NBS) is raising money
for the BBKA and may be the
perfect Christmas gift for
someone you love.

Warwick and Leamington Beekeepers
run a 6-session course in the theory
and practice of beekeeping and is
aimed at those wishing to start keeping
honeybees.

The photos of bees presented in
the calendar are from a
competition run by NBS earlier
in the year and like the amazing
below, are incredibly detailed
and beautiful.

Application forms can be found on the
Warwick and Leamington Beekeepers
website.

Make sure you get yours
at https://
www.beekeeping.co.uk/.
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All in a month
SOLIHULL
The cold weather is now upon us and
we should heed John Mellor’s advice,
‘Check the weight of your hives and
take appropriate action in case they
run out of stores in the New Year.’
Beekeepers could also consider
putting fondant on after Christmas to
ensure they do not starve by March or
April.
On a different note, the winter
months are a perfect opportunity for
members to consider attending
courses to help build upon existing
knowledge and skills. The following
courses are available next year:

calendar the Spring Convention taking
place on 3-5 April (tickets go on sale in
January. Suzanne has also made us
aware of a recent publication ‘BBKA
Healthy Hive Guide’; an easy to
navigate and pocket size book.
A quick reminder, members can pay
their
subscription
fee
during
December’s meeting. Andrew will be
sending out invoices shortly and has
asked us all to check that the details
are correct.
Finally
a
Happy
Christmas and New
Year
to
all
our
members.
Channy Collins

 Bee Healthy Day
 Basic and Advanced Microscopy

course (January
Village Hall)

at

Easthorpe

 Queen-rearing course (May - details

tbc)
Further information can be found at
warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
or
speak to a committee member.
Members who have been beekeeping
for at least a year are also encouraged
to consider participating in the Basic
Assessment next year. Please contact
Celia for further information.
Our trustee, Suzanne Bennett has
reminded us to pencil into our 2020
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NUNEATON & ATHERSTONE
For our third, winter season session in
November, we were fortunate to have
David Blower address the issue of
“Raising a Few More Queens”.
David began by leading a discussion
on why one might want to re-queen a
colony and stressed that the
(relatively) complicated approach of
grafting is not necessary for the
average hobby beekeeper. More
straightforward
strategies
are
available, that do not need equipment
other than that already in most

beekeepers’ possession, and that can
generate a useful numbers of queens.
Members were advised to avoid
adopting a blunderbuss strategy by
trying a myriad of different
approaches at the same time and to
firstly consider trying one method and
keeping good records of that, possibly
augmented photographically.
Being realistic, not all stages of any
queen rearing strategy will be 100%
successful. For example, an 80%
success rate in a colony raising queen
cells would seem very favourable but,
coupled with an 80% hatch rate and
compounded by an 80% mating
success, would equate to an overall
success of 51%.

Not wanting to spike David’s guns for
future presentations, I will refrain
from going into great detail of his talk
but, suffice it to say that the method
outlined is a modified Demaree
process, advocated by Ted Hooper.
Members found David’s talk to be
both informative and inspiring,
making us all look forward to next
spring which, of course, will be the
start of the best season ever. I just
hope the bees stick to their side of the
deal and remember what they are
supposed to do.
John Twidle

SUTTON COLDFIELD

‘Plants and their Benefits’
Leigh Hunt, RHS—Principal Horticultural
Advisor
Leigh Hunt from the RHS Science Team
gave a horticultural-themed talk on
climate change, the importance of
plants and how they can be used to
improve our environment. He pointed
out that scientists predict temperatures
will rise in the UK, and by 2080 winters
will be wetter and warmer by 5°C and
summers drier and warmer by 6.5°C.

He began by explaining the benefits
that plants offer in balancing air
temperature,
trapping
pollutants,
capturing rainfall and carbon, and
countering emissions of biogenic
volatile organic compounds (BVOC).
He moved on to show us examples of
11

The month continued...
direct greening plants that climb and
become green walls (e.g. ivy) and
indirect greening plants like hedges and
more expensive options like living wall
systems.
He showcased work that the RHS has
done, including a number of roofs
installed with plants that absorb water.
One of my favourite examples were the
green roofs at the Rolls Royce facilities,
which unexpectedly have encouraged
birds to safely nest there, where it is too
high for predators like rodents, cats and
foxes to reach. This was a perfect
example where greening can provide
additional,
unforeseen
benefits
stretching wider into our ecosystem.
Relating back to individuals and their
homes, Leigh also talked about peoples’
drives, which are perfectly adaptable to
being greener without compromising
their functionality. In the past, this
would have been an expensive option,
but with technology becoming more
mainstream it is becoming more and
more affordable for individuals to
adopt. Having said that, he emphasised
the importance in choosing the right
plants for your drive; plants that can
tolerate both wet and dry conditions.
When choosing plants, Leigh also
mentioned supporting biodiversity with
natives, near natives and exotic plants.
By selecting the right combinations of
plants, we can promote a healthy,
diverse mixture that benefits the local
environment, insects, and other wildlife,
12

while helping counter the effects of
climate change.
Finally, for trapping pollution, Leigh
recommends plants with rough hairy
waxy leaves and stems, such as:
Cotoneaster, English Yew, Western Red
Cedar, Beach, Holly, Privet, and Rosa
Rugosa.
Jitesh Patel

RUGBY
We were treated by John Holme who
assumed judging duties for this year’s
Rugby Honey Show. John generously
offered advice and guidance on entries
as well as tips and hints for future
shows, all of which were warmly
welcomed by all.
Steve B. also very kindly, and at short
notice, offered an interesting talk on
‘Forage in the Garden’ during the Honey
Show.
Onto our results: Rowan M. was
awarded the Centenary Cup for light
honey, Steve Brown the Townsend Cup
for runner up and Gail Plester awarded
the Members Cup for most points.
However our youngest member, Zach
Oldfield, at 12 years old, was awarded
the Malin Plate for his own honey cake
and also awarded the Threader Novice
Honey award. We would like to
congratulate all our winners, and wish
to especially welcome Zach to the
winners table, who, with his father, runs

4 hives and has only just joined our
beginners course this year.

BIRMINGHAM & DISTRICT
Our 2nd Winter Talk was presented by
Noel Parker who is sadly leaving us for
pastures new.
An Asian hornet Update

Many thanks to Noel for his talk last
month about how the NBU are dealing
with the invasive critters!

Our youngest member, Zach, received
the Malin Plate award in the Honey
Show

In other news, a number of Rugby
beekeepers will be supporting the
charity Crackerteria again this year, by
planning to enjoy a Christmas meal
together and raise money for a good
cause.
Our next meeting in November will be
quite different to the usual subjects
covered; Amanda Cadge will give a talk
and demonstrate how to make gifts for
the festive season using our hive
produce. I am sure this will be a very
interesting and practical session for all
to enjoy!
Ivan A Perry

The event was full of enriching topics,
from chatting about the lifecycle of the
Asian hornet, hornet monitoring traps
and lures, to how the NBU triangulate
the nest from bait traps. We went over
the spread of the Asian hornet on a map
and the process of trials and tribulations
of locating a primary and secondary
nest and, in particular, the nest in
Tamworth. Noel guided us through the
use and development of a variety of
trapping techniques and emphasised
the problems with kill traps when trying
to track down nests - the problem being
there are no hornets to follow!
He recommended that we perhaps
spend a little more time at the apiary
watching our hives (possibly while
enjoying a nice cup of tea!). Asian
Hornets appear very keen and sensitive
to sunny spots without much of a
breeze; Noel has seen them one minute
on a hedge and then, with a slight
change of wind or sun movement,
disappeared the next. Binoculars may
be a good idea too, now that the leaves
are falling and nests may be more
exposed.
Noel is an incredibly kind, patient and
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The month continued...
knowledgeable member of our
Association and will be sorely missed.
We wish him all the luck in the world
with his new venture down south!
A Celebration of The Honey Show Beer, Buffet & Skittle Evening
As a Massive Thank You to all of our
volunteers who made our Honey Show
possible the committee decided to put
on a Skittles Evening.
Well Done to Sue Newbury who was
the overall winner!

Handsworth close to Sandwell Valley
and taken in July.
Norman Short

WARWICK & LEAMINGTON SPA
Did the wet weather and the floods
catch you out?
Are you prepared for the cold spell
forecast for January and February in
2020?

Jan Willets
Honey Samples Sent to The Botanical
Garden of Wales

At the Three Counties Show in 2017, I
was asked if I would send a sample of
my honey to the Botanical Garden of
Wales for analysis.
I have just received the results with
interesting insights. From over 600
honey samples, and not many from the
North East, the results identified 158
different plant species from which the
honey was produced! The most
identified was Rubus which includes
Blackberry and Raspberry, followed by
Trifollium Repens (White clover),
Impatiens glandulifera (Indian balsam),
and then Brassica (Oil seed rape, etc.).
My own sample was principally
Blackberry followed by Indian balsam,
then White clover and a further, eleven
tree species. The sample was from
14

Across Warwick and Leamington there
have been stories of hives knocked over
by flooding water, and some flooded
resulting in the loss of colonies even
when the best laid plans have been
implemented. So sad! So sad! It seems
we have to increase our awareness

before the next event!
Now that the cold weather has arrived,
it is imperative that hives are checked
for stores. After a discussion with ‘The
Apiarist’ (theapiarist.org), where he
explained that he only uses fondant, I
have decided to follow suit and I am
going exclusively fondant! I won’t go
into his reasons here but on his website
there are some fascinating articles
which, I am sure, you will find
interesting on our cold winters nights.

however, does not end there. A further
sum has been donated to create a
flowerbed at Myton Hospice, dedicated
to Tim’s memory, with colourful,
fragrant, bee-friendly plants as a
continuing contribution to the benefit
for our girls.
Sixty members and friends listened
intently to Ged Marshall’s talk on Queen
rearing at this month’s members
meeting. Distinguishing between queen
breeding and queen rearing, Ged
described his method of queen rearing
but also a simpler one more suitable for
beginners in the field. Peppered with a
myriad of useful tips, Ged’s talk was
particularly apposite given the branch’s
aspiration to start a queen rearing
group next season. And they certainly
got us all thinking.

Paul Kerr

COVENTRY
WLBK was well represented at the
handing over of a cheque for £1,500 by
Tim Foden’s wife, Ann, to Myton
Hospice in Warwick. Bernard and Jane
Brown were joined by senior staff nurse
and WLBK beekeeper, Naomi Abrahart,
who helped with Tim’s care. Also
attending was Tim’s partner in sailing Tim’s other abiding passion.
The funds were raised from the sale of
the tools, with which he made much of
his beekeeping and sailing kit, and from
the sale of the kit itself which is now
being put to good use in the possession
of WLBK members. Tim’s legacy,

The last entry in WB for Coventry branch
was in October – I apologise for missing
the November issue.
A lot has happened since October…
In October’s branch meeting, we
showed a DVD by Prof Tom Seeley
about
his
book
“Honey
Bee
Democracy”; a book dedicated to the
decision making and behaviour of a
swarm of bees in selecting a new home
and then, travelling to it – absolutely
fascinating!
The branch bees, all 7 colonies, were
moved from the Ryton Training Apiary
site to the new site on the London Road
15

The month continued...
allotments. The move was successfully
completed, with no incidents, by 7 of
our members who volunteered to help.
The bees are now settled in, well fed
and with mouse guards in place, ready
for winter.
There have been 3 working parties on
the new site, all well attended, with
focus on creating bases for the 3 sheds
that will be erected on the site. To date,
two of the bases are complete and the
third is ready for the paving slabs to be
laid - a tremendous progress. The next
stage will be ordering the sheds and,
once erected, moving the beekeeping
and garden maintenance equipment
from Ryton to our new site.
For November’s branch meeting we
received an excellent talk by Margaret
Murdin on the Asian Hornet. She talked
about its lifecycle, the contingency plan
that has been created to handle the
incidents when Asian Hornets are
found, and the importance of the
AHATs within each county.
One of the positive developments is
that the BBKA have extended their
insurance to cover members of AHATs,
when working on Asian Hornet search
teams.
This
should
encourage
individuals to remain involved and
active against the Asian pest. The threat
becomes more and more prominent,
especially after witnessing the sobering
speed with which the Asian Hornet has
‘colonised’ Jersey and the negative
impact on the whole of the Island’s
16

agriculture/ecosystems, not just on
honeybees.
The next winter meeting is the annual
Christmas Quiz and Social. This will take
place on Monday 16th December at
7.30pm. This has consistently been a
good, fun evening for the whole family.

Dave Bonner

National Honey Show Success
Birmingham’s Showstopper : Sharif Khan

The 2019 National Honey Show at Sandown Park, Esher was, again, a wonderful
event to visit. Lectures and workshops of all descriptions, and more than 1,200
entries in the Show Classes from all over the world! The number of jars or elements
in a particular class entry comprised of anything from one to two dozen items; the
sheer volume of exhibits was mind blowing.
I was involved in the setting up of the show and dismantling it afterwards - all
accomplished with some two dozen volunteers working to an amazing logistical plan
drawn up by the Show Committee.
One of our own beekeepers, Sharif Khan of Birmingham & District, achieved
remarkable success with his entries:


Class 1 24 jars

2nd



Class 15 9 jars and a shallow frame

Commended



Class 27 2 jars dark

2nd



Class 33 three different types

Commended



Class 45 beeswax block

3rd




Class 60 dry mead
Class 61 sweet mead

2nd
2nd



Class 129 tray bake

2nd



Class 152 2 jars medium

Highly Commended



Class 153 2 jars dark

3rd



Class 164 beeswax block

2nd



Class 168 sweet mead

1st

Sharif Khan’s sweet mead was also awarded the Jean Blaxland prize for the best
mead in the show. I acted as steward to one of the judges of the mead classes and
can confirm, although I didn't know it was his at the time, that Sharif's winning entry
was a definitely special!

Congratulations!
Douglas Nethercleft
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Christmas Stollen
SERVES 8-10
TIME 4-5 hr (incl

1. Place the milk and water in a warm bowl and mix. Add the yeast
and honey and stir until the honey is dissolved.

proving)

2. Add the flour, salt and butter and mix. Knead for 10 minutes
until a silky smooth dough is achieved.

EASY
INGREDIENTS
100g milk
100g hot water (60C)
1 tbs dry yeast
100g honey
500g strong white bread
flour
½ tsp salt
100g butter at room
temperature

50g sultanas
50g dried cranberries
50g mixed peel
50g chopped whole
almonds (or pistachios)
100g marzipan

FOR THE GLAZE
40g butter
50g caster sugar
60g icing sugar
Note: A stand mixture is
useful for kneading
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3. Place the dough in a well buttered bowl and cover with cling
film (or beeswax wrap). Allow to prove for 1-2 hours in a warm
place, until double in size.
4. Tip out onto a floured board and stretch out into a square. Add
the fruit and nuts into the centre and fold the dough over, seal
and knead until all the fruit is incorporated. Return to the bowl
and prove again for 30 minutes.
5. Roll the dough out and stretch into a rectangle 40cm by 30 cm.
6. FOR THE TRADITIONAL SHAPE: Divide the marzipan into 2
pieces (one piece half the size of the other) and roll each into a
log 30 cm long.
Place the logs on the dough, 2cm away from the short edge,
each starting at opposite ends. Make a mark 1/3 of the way
along the smaller log and 2/3 along the larger one.
Working from both ends, roll along the length of the logs, so
that each end meets the markings on the logs.
FOR A SIMPLE SHAPE: Roll the marzipan into a single log 30cm
long, place it on one of the shorter edges and roll the dough
around it sealing the final edge so it doesn’t unroll again
7. Turn it over, tuck in the ends to fully enclose the marzipan, and
place onto a parchment-lined baking tray. Cover with a damp
tea towel or buttered cling film and leave to prove for another
30 minutes.
8. Preheat the oven to 190°C / 170°C Fan.
9. Bake the stolen for 45 minutes (or until it sounds hollow when
tapped) transfer to a wire rack (with a tray underneath)
10. Melt the butter in a small bowl, and brush all over the stolen.
Then sprinkle the caster sugar and finally the icing sugar. Allow
to cool completely before wrapping in greaseproof paper and
storing.

HAPPY CHRISTMAS, MANDY!

MAKES A
GREAT GIFT!
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Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper

I

had hoped to report that nearly all of my honey was sold,
however yesterday I found 12 x 1 lb jars hiding under the
bed in a box which I’d obviously forgotten about (I thought
it contained shoes!). It is obvious now that I need a better
system of organising my stock. A few days ago I’d actually
told two people that they were buying my last few jars of
honey - ”no more until summer!” - not quite true now…
I have already placed some fondant on the hives to
supplement them through winter. The polyhives do well
with insulating against cold, so I’m not overly concerned
about them, but it’s the second-hand wooden hive that I’m
not so sure about, as I’ve never over wintered a colony in it.
The colony currently in there is the propolis excessive
colony, so I’m sure they’ve already sealed off any drafts (I’m
anticipating a challenge getting into this hive in the spring).
An order from a butcher delivered to our home came
packed in Puffin Packaging (sheep wool wrapped in 100%
recyclable MDPE plastic), which I thought was fantastic!
This could be perfect for making an insulation cover for the
wooden hive, should things get cold this winter.
Now that Christmas is around the corner, I’ve been using
some of my beeswax to make things like candles, lip balms
and moisturising bars. I purchased some Sodium Hydroxide
to make Lye. Last weekend I made a honey and goats milk
soap, which smells so good, but won’t be able to use
because it still needs 4-6 weeks to cure, or it won’t lather
up. Luckily I didn’t make it any later as that brings us right
up to Christmas!
Denali Enns

20

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
Several Smith and National hives for sale.
Some in great condition and others in
need of TLC.
Contact David Peckham
Shipston-on-Stour
01608 663762
dpeckham7@icloud.com

CAVEAT EMPTOR
Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any goods or services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the website. Anyone purchasing bees or nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are disease free and that they are aware of the provenance of any queens.
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WBKA Committee
President Peter Spencer
T: 01926 856204
Chairman David Blower
T: 01608 685918
E: chairman@wbka.org.uk
Secretary Mike Blanco
T: 01527 591855
E: secretary@wbka.org.uk

Bee Inspectors
Seasonal (Apr - Sept only)
Colleen Reichling T: 07990 138898
Gordon Bull

T: 07867 351626

Regional
Colin Pavey T: 07775 119471

Treasurer Jan Willetts
T: 0121 249 1965
Examination Secretary
Jane Medwell
E: examsec@wbka.org.uk

BDI Representatives
WBKA Representative

WB Editor Katerina Prokopiou
E: wbeditor@wbka.org.uk

Julian Routh T: 0121 3545956

Web Master Peter Barclay
T: 02476 411275
E: webmaster@wbka.org.uk

Bernard Diaper T: 07711 456932

Director & Claims Manager

Branch Secretaries
Birmingham

T: 07708 031926

E: bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk

Coventry

T: 02476 411275

E: cbka.secretary@wbka.org.uk

Nuneaton

T: 01827 880689

E: jandl.twidle@gmail.com

Rugby

T: 07486 508079

E: secretary@rugbybeekeepers.org

Shipston

T: 07506 086133

E: secretary.shipston@wbka.org.uk

Solihull

T: 0121 7041731

E: solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com

Sutton Coldfield

T: 0121 3549451

E: secretary.sutton@wbka.org.uk

Warwick & Leamington

T: 01926 316192

E: secretary@warleambees.org.uk

Copy Date for next Issue 21 December 2019
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