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Letter from the Chairman 

D 
ear Members, 

September is when we expect to see 

evidence of any Asian hornets that are in our 

area. Earlier this month a nest was found and 

destroyed near Tamworth. Rather close for comfort, but since then there has 

only been a single sighting in Ashford, Kent. This is far fewer than last year but 

we have to remain vigilant. 

Earlier this month I was in Galicia, Northern Spain walking a length of the 

Camino. The Asian hornet is widespread there and I saw  hornets on just 

about every flowering ivy bush I passed.  The most striking thing was the lack 

of other insects on the ivy where the hornet was present. Either they were 

laying low to avoid becoming the next snack, or they had already suffered 

that fate. Time did not allow me to investigate, but that image of ivy devoid of 

other flying insects is a powerful reminder of why we need to be on our guard 

this year and probably every year hereafter. 

I did get back in time for the WBKA Honey Show and Lectures at Stoneleigh. 

There will be a full report in the next edition but we will shortly be looking at 

next year’s event and I would really like to get suggestions from you, our 

members, on how we might improve on the day to increase its appeal. Please 

email me (chairman@wbka.org.uk) or pass on your suggestions to you 

branch secretary. 

 

David Blower 

Cover Photo from Sutton Coldfield & North Birmingham Branch Honey Show  

mailto:chairman@wbka.org.uk?subject=Suggestion%20for%20WBKA%20Honey%20Show
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ON-LINE AND IN COLOUR  

Log In at warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk to view this 

newsletter and many others 

Please contact your Branch Secretary to obtain the password 

Please Note 

Items appearing in WB 
are not necessarily the 
view of  either the 
editor or Warwickshire 
Beekeepers Association 

Editor’s 
Letter 

September was the month of honey shows and our 

branches not only had more entrants than previous years, 

but hosts the shows in alternative, creative ways with 

Afternoon Tea themes, non-competitive shows and in 

open public spaces!  All in all, the honey shows were 

successful and hopefully inspirational for all those who 

attended. Don’t forget the Rugby honey show is still to go 

on the 19th of October. 

As the season reaches its end, winter preparations should 

be well underway with varroa treatments completed and 

honey stores double-checked. 

Additional to our usual ‘housework’, we now have to also 

keep our eyes open and our traps inspected for wasps, 

European and especially for Asian hornets. The number of 

pests only seems to increase, so please be extra vigilant. 

Sending my wishes from afar: may our colonies be strong, 

the harvest plenty and enemies a few (none in the case of 

the Asian hornet!). 

Katerina Prokopiou 

Do you have an 

idea,  story or 

wonderful 

photographs 

to share? 

 

Please share them 

with your Editor 

at 

wbeditor@wbka.

org.uk 

http://www.warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
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What’s On 2019 

October 
  

1 
19:30 Branch Meeting and Talk, 
Nuneaton & Atherstone 

‘Botany for Beekeepers’ by Stuart 
Roberts 
Hatters Space Community Centre, 
Nuneaton 

 

 

6 
Hill Close Apple Day, Warwick & 
Leamington Spa 

The branch will hold a display 

 

 

6 14:30 Apiary Clean-up, Solihull 

Branch Apiary, 
Ravenshaw 

 

 

14 
19:30 Branch Meeting and Talk, 
Solihull 

‘Nuc it’ by Celia Davis 

Methodist Hall, 

Blossomfield Road, 

Solihull B91 1LG 

 

 

17 Members’ Meeting, Warwick & 
Leamington Spa 

‘Pheromones in the Honeybee 
Colony’ by Celia Davies 

Kingshill Nursery 

  

17 Branch Meeting and Talk, Sutton 
Coldfield 

‘Adventures in Uganda with Bees 
Abroad’ by Dave Bonner 

Erdington Methodist Centre 

  

19 Branch Honey Show, Rugby 

Honey show, lecture and cake 
included!  

 

 

21 Branch Meeting, Coventry 

‘Honey Bee Democracy’ by Dave 
Bonner. 
Based on Tom Seeley’s synonymous 
book, this talk is all about what 
happens in a colony as it swarms.  

 

 

26  
Wax Workshop, Warwick & 
Leamington Spa 

Coordinated by Gill Grimshaw 

 

 
November 

  

11 19:30 A Beekeeper at Sea, 
Solihull 

The talk will be delivered by 
Stephen Sidaway 

Methodist Hall, 
Blossomfield Road, 
Solihull B91 1LG 
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21 Members’ Meeting, Warwick & 
Leamington 

‘Queen Rearing’ by Ged Marshall 

Kingshill Nursery 

  

21 Good for All, Sutton Coldfield 

The talk will be delivered by Leigh 
Hunt 

Erdington Methodist Centre 

  

10:30 11 January 2020, 

Myton School, Myton 

Road, Warwick, CV32 6PJ 

All members are invited to attend the 

meeting. Please be advised that there are 

limited spaces available due to fire 

regulations, and so attendees will be on a 

pre-registered, first-come, first-served basis. 

Advanced registration can be done on 

written application to 

gen.manager@bbka.org.uk 

This year there are 6 vacancies for the 

position of Trustee. Members who wish to 

stand as trustee or submit a proposition, 

should contact their branch secretary for 

more details without delay. Deadline for 

receipt by BBKA is 18th October 2019. 

President election is due at the 2020 ADM. 

For the Examinations Board there are three 

vacancies for 3 years each. 

Propositions from our members will be 

taken forward by WBKA. 

Forms are available on the BBKA website for 

propositions, Examination board position 

application, Trustee nominations, 

Association Delegate nominations. 

60th Annual 

Delegate 

meeting for 

mailto:gen.manager@bbka.org.uk?subject=Advanced%20Registration%20for%20ADM%202020
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All in a month 

COVENTRY & DISTRICT 

The first winter meeting was the Annual 
Honey show.  The meeting started with a 
one-minute silence for Maurice Buer, a 
long-standing Coventry member, who 
died recently. 

Coventry Honey Show 2019 

The show was well attended, with both 
number of people making entries and the 
total number of entries being the highest 
for over 3 years! The Judge, John Home, 
did a first-rate job and his feedback 
afterwards was both positive and 
constructive. 

The results were: 

• Best in Show: John Fell with his Light 
Honey 

• Novice with the most points: Lesley 
Batchelor 

• Overall most points: Dave Bonner 

Whilst judging took place, the members 
had a social with lots of food and drinks.  
Members had brought honey along for 
some blind tasting as well. The two honey 
jars from Kenya and Uganda, had initially 
stumped people with the overall 
impression being “An acquired taste”.  
The honey with the most ‘likes’ was a 
Borage honey brought along by John 
Home. 

On other news, we have been informed 
that Coventry University have now 
purchased Ryton Organic gardens site.  

We are now waiting to be contacted 
regarding changes that might take place, 
with respect to access etc. 

Finally, the security fencing at the new 
apiary site has been installed and is an 
excellent job.  We can now progress with 
getting the bases installed for the sheds 
and the hives stands erected.  We still 
have enough time to relocate to this new 
site before the winter. 

 

Dave Bonner 

RUGBY 

Sadly we are all fearful of the Asian 
Hornet risk and urge you to please ensure 
you are alert and mindful; the siting at 
Tamworth is not too far from the Branch 
borders. As if that is not enough, further 
outbreaks of chronic Bee Paralysis have 
also been identified. It would be wise to 
ensure you are aware of early symptoms, 
enabling you to act accordingly and hence 
reduce hive losses. 

In furthering our education, the first 
branch meeting in September  was well 
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attended and with good reason: Graham 
Royle, ex bee inspector, was our guest 
and speaker. Graham’s pre-arranged 
discussion topic was on ‘Preparing for 
Winter’; an informative account with 
many tips to aid winter bee preservation. 

Although unplanned, he also covered 
many aspects related to early signs of 
disease, a topic relevant to recent 
outbreaks. This was a memory-jerk 
reminder to experienced keepers but of 
tremendous value to our newer 
Beekeepers. The branch truly valued his 
knowledge and enthusiastic interaction.  

On a far more cheerful note, we wish 
Rugby good luck with their Composite 
entry at the County show, and all the 
members showing entries there as well as 
to those presenting at the  Rugby Honey 
Show. Should you not feel ready to 
exhibit, it is certainly worth at least 
visiting the Rugby show for ideas and 
insights. Our past exhibits have been of a 
high standard, the lecture always 
interesting and the cakes that follow 
divine! 

Try to join and support the day if 
possible. 

Fran, the Honey Show secretary, has sent 
out the details, but please contact her 
should you have any questions.  

Gail Plester 

SOLIHULL 

Solihull Honey Show 2019 

Our honey show, which was held in 
Dorridge Methodist Church Hall, was well 
attended, with a pleasing 6 novices  

entering the show. The judge Carys 
Edwards had a challenging task with 
judging all 63 exhibits. During the staging, 
beekeepers gingerly polished their jars 
and meticulously stuck on labels in the 
hope of winning their class. 

The ‘Honey Showing’ guide produced by 
Nigel Coad of the Warwick & Leamington 
Branch along with our summer 
workshops was very useful this year.  
Once again the most popular class was 
the Honey Cake. 

Andrew and Sarah’s quiz proved to be as 
fiendish as ever particularly the anagram 
and photograph round! The winning team 
each received a bottle of Hampton Court 
Castle Apple juice. After some light 
refreshments provided by Mandy & 
Denise the winners were announced; 

Brian and Mandy Cadge accumulated the 
most points and were awarded the S.B 
Stokes Cup. The runner-ups overall points 
were Roger and Rachel Taylor who 
received the C.W Dutton cup. 

L to R: Roger Taylor  - C.W Dutton cup; Rachel 

Taylor - Best Honey Cake, J.R.N Lowe Cup; 

Mandy Cadge -S.B Stokes Cup & Certificate of 

Merit best in show; Desy Hall - Best Comb 

Classes, P.D. Lishman Tankard; Eve Jenner - 

Best novice Class, Ted Scott Trophy 
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The month continued... 

Congratulations to 
Gabriel Rickard who 
showed beeswax 
mouldings in the class 
“A Beekeeper’s Exhibit 
shown by a person 
under the age of 21 in 
full time education”, 
and won the  T.G Kinch 
Shield. 

A big thank you to Roger and Rachel 
for organising our Branch Honey show. 

On a final note, the show judge reminded 
us all to read the schedule carefully as 
some granulated honey were entered for 
the clear class! 

Channy Collins 

WARWICK & LEAMINGTON SPA 

This month the novice’s training sessions 
at Kings Hill Nurseries came to an end 
after 24 weeks without cancelling a single 
one. Attendances stood up well 
throughout the season, despite the 
competing attractions of holidays and 
other summertime activities, largely due 
to the dedication and enthusiasm of our 
14 trainers but also, in no small part to 
the facilities made available to us by Kings 
Hill Nurseries which made the sessions 
weatherproof. Of course, the bees 
worked just as hard presenting a wide 
gamut of situations and, thereby, 
opportunities to demonstrate the 
techniques and skills of beekeeping. 

However, all is not over yet. For our 

trainers, now is the time for review of the 
season, lessons learned and for planning 
the improvements for next year. For the 
apiary managers, now is the chance to 
settle the bees down for the winter and 
to sort out our kit in so that we can hit 
the ground running next spring.  

The build up to our honey show this year 
included two relevant talks. The first was 
on honey processing where Mike 
Townsend covered methods using 
equipment found in most homes, using 
the branch’s home loan extraction 
equipment and, of course, that housed in 
our extraction unit. The second, a few 
weeks later, was given by our County 
Chairman David Blower on “Preparing 
hive products to show”. David shared 
some of the tricks and tips of showing 
and some of the lengths adopted for the 
national honey show exhibits. 

The value of both talks was evident at the 
honey show as there were no technical 
knockouts and the standard of entries 
was high. I have sat through some pretty 
turgid honey show judging but not this 
year. Judges Doug Netherclecft and 
Mandy Cadge brought their professional 
and communication skills to bear 
providing both an informative and 
entertaining evening for the 25 entrants 
and supporters. 

Thank you to all who have supported 
and exhibited in this year’s Honey 

Show. 

Bernard Brown 
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BIRMINGHAM 

Birmingham Honey Show 2019 

On the 7th and 8th September we held 
our Annual Honey Show once again in the 
beautiful surroundings of Martineau 
Gardens and had over 1100 visitors. They 
attend each year to view the competition 
entries, buy local honey and hive 
products and enjoy a cup of tea and 
homemade cake. At no point throughout 
the weekend was the sales tent empty of 
customers. This year we even had a 
couple of accordion players adding to the 
atmosphere.   

Members were encouraged to enter the 
competition and, although the pride is in 
receiving a red card, prize money of £5, 
£4 and £3 for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place was 
also well received. We had 212 entries, 
from 31 entrants, of which 16 were 
novices. They were all complimented by 
the judge, Debbie Smith, on the standard 
of entries of which many were worthy of 
entering higher shows. 

After walking around the gardens, 
viewing the entries and talking with the 
public, Birmingham’s Lord Mayor 

Mohammed Azim proudly presented the 
trophies to our winners. There was a new 
member’s class this year ‘The Stan 
Dolphin Trophy’ which was for one jar of 
clear honey and a block of wax. This was 
in honour of the late Stan, a well-
respected beekeeper of Birmingham and 
the County. His niece was invited to 
present the trophy, a pewter skep 
donated to the branch by Stan’s  family, 
to the winning beekeeper. Diana Phillips 
knew a wood turner who made the 
trophy’s base from pear wood, she 
arranged two silver bands of which one 
was engraved and the skep was fixed to 
the top. Then it was up to us all to see 
whose name would be first engraved. 
How proud was Diana when she was 
writing the prize cards only to find it was 
hers, well deserved! 

Well done to all our entering members, 
volunteers and thanks for making the 
weekend enjoyable and memorable. 

Jan Willets 

 

 

Proud Diana! Birmingham Honey Show Entries 
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SUTTON COLDFIELD & NORTH 
BIRMINGHAM 

Sutton Coldfield Honey Show 2019 

The Sutton Coldfield Annual honey show 
was held at Middleton Hall on Sunday 
15th September where the hall was open 
to the public as part of the National 
Heritage weekend. 

Holding the show during an open, 
public event proved very successful. 

We had more of the public looking 
around and we had visitors from other 
exhibitors of various skills and trades, 
such as weaving and historic 
organisations. In addition, the event was 
set in a Tudor hall making the event 
rather special. 

In terms of entries, we had 166 entries in 

the various classes, with entries from 27 
entrants. This was a particular success as 
the numbers are up from last year and, 
looking at the exhibits as a non-honey 
show judge, I thought the standard was 
also elevated. There were  excellent 
examples of both our craft, as well as 
artistic endeavours. 

Peter gave a very fact-based talk on how 
bees make honey. It was an ideal talk for 
beginners and a decent recap for the 
more theoretical beekeepers. He pointed 
out that we should never compare bee’s 
and humans. Which was an interesting 
comment as it happens all the time. 

For our members’ meeting on the 19th of 
September, we had Peter Sutcliffe give a 
talk on ‘The Hive as a Processing Centre’. 

The talk went over the process of how 
bees produce honey from collecting 

Beeswax Candles Class 1 Light Honey 

The month continued... 
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nectar, pollen, propolis and water. 

Peter offered a detailed description of 
how nectar is partially processed within 
the bee’s organs (never the stomach 
unless it is to be consumed for energy),  
heated and with natural chemicals added 
to it. 

He then moved on to describe how the 
water content is reduced to eventually 
form honey. He mentioned that the 
nectar is spread around the frames and 
heated to reduce the water content 
further. Once the water content is less 
that 20%, honey is capped with a 100% 
pure beeswax. This preserves it and stops 
water entering the honey and causing 
undesired fermentation. 

Peter also talked about pollen, the only 
source of protein for the bees, and how it 
is preserved by adding honey to form bee 
bread. 

I very much enjoyed Peter’s talk because 
of the amount of facts that were being 
thrown at us as audience.  

Everything, from the amount of water 
evaporated (200 pints per hive!), to the 
number of times a single bee is inspected 
as its developing from egg laid to 
emerging (in case you were wondering 
it’s 1000!). These were just a few of the 
interesting facts that were shared with us 
during this talk. 

This was overall a fascinating talk and 
highly recommendable. 

Jitesh Patel  

 

 

SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR 

Shipston Honey Show 2019 

As there has been a dip in the number of 
honey show entries over the last couple 
of years the committee decided on a new 
approach: an alternative show based on 
taste as well as appearance. 

Douglas Nethercleft offered to judge, or 
rather advise, on presentation but to 
treat this less as a competition, more like 
a learning experience. 

The event was hugely successful with 
many exhibits – honey, candles, wax, 
soap, furniture polish and mead. 

Part of the fun was anticipating the 
judge’s reaction to samples tasted. My 
honey did not meet with approval!  There 
were so many items to judge and Douglas 
did a magnificent job getting through 
them all while imparting useful advice. I 
think we all learnt something and 
hopefully more will try their hand at 
showing. 

The alternative honey show served 
indeed as a memorable and very 

enjoyable evening. 

Shipston have attended more local shows 
this year as well: Shipston, Brailes, Tysoe, 
Whichford, Stow and Moreton to name a 
few. We have had the good fortune to 
have a dedicated and enthusiastic team 
of organisers and helpers usually 
accompanied by our observation hive 
which never fails to attract the public,  
especially children! 

Tim Newcombe 
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SERVES 10 PREP 50 mins 

COOK 30 mins EASY 

INGREDIENTS 

75g softened butter 

200g self-raising flour 

1 tsp cinnamon 

100g light muscovado 
sugar 

2 large eggs, beaten 

3 tbsp clear honey 

2 overripe bananas (about 
350g with skins on) 

100g stoned dates 
chopped into small pieces 

50g chopped walnuts 

 

FOR THE GLAZE 

2 tbsp clear honey 

25g butter 

50g walnut halves 

Banana Date Cake with 

 Walnut & Honey Glaze 

1. Heat oven to 160C/140C fan/gas 3. Butter and line the base 
of an 18cm Bundt mould or round cake tin with baking 
parchment. Put the flour, cinnamon, butter, sugar, eggs 
and honey in a large mixing bowl and beat with a wooden 
spoon or hand-held electric mixer until light and fluffy. 

2. Mash the bananas and chop the dates. Stir into the cake 
mix with the walnuts. Spoon into the prepared tin and 
smooth the top. Bake for 40-50 mins until firm to the touch 
and a skewer inserted into the centre comes out clean (a 
round tin may take 10-20 mins more). Cool in the tin for 15 
mins, then turn out and cool on a wire rack. 

3. To make the glaze, put the honey and butter in a small pan 
and bring to the boil, stirring until the butter has melted. 
Boil briefly, about 1 min, until slightly thickened. Remove 
from the heat and stir in the walnuts. Leave to cool until 
thickened and opaque. Spoon over the top of the cake and 
leave to set.  

ENJOY, MANDY 

Originally a Good Food recipe by Mary Cadogan adopted by me 

for great breakfasts with Greek yoghurt or for afternoon tea.  
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Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper 

Part 1: Hive Work 

I unfortunately were unable to save the Buckfast nuc, in spite of a 
complete relocation and TLC. This leaves 4 hives and 1 nuc to, 
hopefully, successfully overwinter. Two of the colonies have low 
counts, and the rest about average,  but all are consuming the 
syrup and all appear quite strong. (Hopefully it will continue like 

this!). Varroa treatments on the colonies are now also complete.  

At the allergy appointment last month I was informed that I was positive for bee sting 
allergy. I was issued with two epi-type pens and put on a waitlist for Immunotherapy. I 
was told the wait list is approximately 9-12 months. I do feel a little safer now with the 
Jax Pens but hopefully, they won't be needed any time soon. I was advised to give up 
beekeeping as the safest option, but I honestly don’t want to at the moment. Truth is, 
I’d be devastated if I had to. This was a familiar response for the doctor who simply 
responded “You beekeepers…”. 

Our local branch show is this coming Monday evening. This will be my first show and I 
look forward to seeing what others will bring. Ambitiously, I’ve entered 7 classes, so 
getting everything ready has been a challenge and mistakes have definitely been made! 

Part 2: The Honey Show! 

I was really impressed with the show and enjoyed the evening chatting with other 
beekeepers. One of our committee members had creatively organised the show around 
an Afternoon Tea theme. Competition was especially high on categories such as the 
lighter honey classes and baking. 

In the Novice classes, my crystallized honey had won and my liquid honey got Very 
Highly Commended, so I was really pleased with that. Once I saw the wax cakes 
exhibited, I made the snap decision not to show mine; comparatively speaking, I felt that 
mine was the embodiment of what you don’t want your wax cake to look like! To my 
utter surprise, I won the 6 small cakes category with Chai Spice Biscotti—a recipe I’d 
adapted especially for the show. Additionally, I received thirds for a pair of candles, for a 
photo of my cat with a swarm of bees, and for some beeswax lip balm. 

Members also brought in their honey for guests to taste the local flavour variations as 
well as honey from abroad. Central American honey had a distinct banana flavour while 
another one from Ghana,  had quite a complex flavour, like no honey I’ve ever tried 
before. All in all, an interesting, informative & fun evening. 

 

Denali Enns 
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Tim Foden Remembered 

A bench, donated by Ann Foden in memory of 
husband Tim, is pictured with David Blower, 
Warwickshire County Chair, and Peter Stanworth, 
Chair of WLBK at its unveiling last Thursday. 

In his address at the ceremony, attended by Ann 
along with Tim’s beekeeping friends and 
colleagues, Peter Stanworth remarked that the 
positioning of the bench outside our training 
apiary at Kings Hill Nurseries was particularly 
beefitting given Tim’s enthusiasm for training, not 
only in the practical skills of the craft but also in its 
academic aspects.   

But Tim’s contribution to WLBK extended much further than training 

As one-time chairman and honorary secretary for many years, Tim devoted his 
considerable administrative and organisational talents to meet the twin challenges 
of a burgeoning membership and of the application of digital technology to 
management of the branch. 

Indeed, it is in recognition of the breadth of Tim’s 
contribution, that Peter went on to announce the 
Branch has established a “Tim Foden” trophy. 

This is to be presented at the annual general 
meeting to that member who, within the first three 
years of membership, has made a significant 
contribution to the activities of the Branch. 

In her response, Ann Foden recalled the pleasure that both she and Tim had derived 
from his Beekeeping and the many good friends it had spawned.  She went on to 
reveal that the funds arising from the sale of his beekeeping equipment and other 
related items had raised £2,000 which she was donating to Myton Hospice for the 
addition of flowering shrubs to their garden...Specifically bee-friendly shrubs, of 
course! What else?! 

Bernard Brown 

 

The Tim Foden Trophy 
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Asian Hornet Update 

As many of you have seen, an Asian Hornet was reported early in September near 
Tamworth, Staffordshire. This is very close to the Warwickshire border (West Midlands 
are included) and several Sutton Coldfield members have hives in that area. The nest was 
found and destroyed within a couple of days and is now at NBU HQ in York to determine 
whether any queens had been raised and flown. Bee Inspectors are now getting very 
good at locating nests; by the time I had offered assistance, the nest had been located. 

A second Asian Hornet has since been confirmed near Ashford, Kent. So far there have 
been 3 sightings and one nest destroyed; all earlier than any sightings last year and all by 
members of the public. If any nests exist, they will now be building up to full strength,  
making it very important to keep a careful watch on your apiaries for any signs of hornet 
attack. At the Sutton Coldfield training apiary European Hornets have been seen near the 
hives so if any hornets are spotted make sure that they are Asian Hornets before 
reporting them or get help to in identification. 

The Tamworth and Kent sightings are far from last year’s ones and are probably new 
incursions having travelled with human intervention last autumn or winter. In the case of 
the Tamworth area, there are many transport depots and caravan storage areas, any of 
which could have provided transport for a hibernating Asian Hornet queen. I would 
encourage any of you coming back from France and adjoining countries over the next 
few months, to carefully check your baggage and, if appropriate, car or caravan. 

As the leaves fall at the end of the month please look into trees for signs of nests, they 
are normally concealed by the leaves, and report any sightings. 

The sightings to date have appeared randomly across the country indicating that none of 
us are safe. This year, they have come very close to our area. Please be vigilant and if you 
have wasp traps in your apiary, check the contents on emptying: I recently checked some 
wasp traps in the Sutton Park apiary and found many European Hornets, including a 
queen, demonstrating that the European Hornets are already generating queens. 

If you have any doubts about any insect sightings please try to take a photo and I, or any 
member of the AHAT, team will be happy to advise if sent the photo. 

Julian Routh 

WBKA AHAT Co-ordinator 

Email: routhjulian@gmail.com 

Phone: 07758191955 

 

mailto:routhjulian@gmail.com?subject=Asian%20Hornet%20Sighting
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M y venture into beekeeping started some years ago and has, to be frank, been a bit 
of a bumpy road – mostly (it has to be said) as a result of my own incompetence. I 

was seduced into acquiring my first colony by fascination in learning about the bees 
themselves (if bees were running the world we wouldn’t be in this mess), and by 
assurances from my seducers at the very beginning that there’s 
really not that much to be done or time spent. Well, we all 
know that for at least half the year that’s just not true, and, 
worse, that it’s a dangerously addictive activity! 

There’s loads to do and for the unfortunates who are working full time at the same time 
(I was one of those), the problem is that everything that needs to be done has to be done 
RIGHT THEN – probably because it’s the right time of year, or the right weather, or the 
right temperature, or the suns shining. Those of us who have to wait till the weekend will 
find that: 

•it’s pouring with rain or; 

• the temperature has plummeted or; 

• the bees have all absconded because it was such a lovely day yesterday and the brood 
box is practically empty apart from a few unfortunate souls who didn’t get the memo! 

Fortunately I’ve had some amazing mentors. I won’t embarrass them by naming names 
but they know who they are. I’m really grateful. One I will mention is the late great Tim 
Foden. I’ve squashed  a lot of innocent workers in my time  - a guilty record confessed 
sorrowfully to Tim. He put a comforting hand on my shoulder saying ‘never mind, there 
are an awful LOT of them’. So true, I felt a lot better. 

I’ve retired from work now – which is a great help – and one of my retirement resolutions 
was to give more time to my beekeeping and get better at it. I’m 50% there so far. I’ve had 
honey this year, a whole new venture into borrowing the hand operated extractor 
(muscles required) and the frame boiler, a magnificent gadget into which ideally I would 
empty the entire contents of the house. That experience has brought home to me how 
important and valuable the support of my local association is and how important it is that 
the group keeps going from strength to strength. Training, taster days and courses and 

What they don’t tell you about beekeeping 

Hard work and effort 

does pay off…! 

...a dangerously 
addictive activity! 
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advice are key for encouraging new beekeepers, and bulk buying, taster days, equipment 
loans and sharing facilities make things so much easier – and cheaper. 

And this all doesn’t happen by magic. Having joined the management committee, I am 
beginning to understand the enormous amount of work undertaken to provide the 
services we enjoy as a group, and the efforts undertaken to engage the general public in 
topics such as bee/honey/ecology. I’m a newbie so I’m keeping my head down for now, 
but I’m gradually understanding who does what, and it’s clear that the work involved is 
huge. The more people there are to help, the easier it should be and new young people 
are welcome – some of us aren’t spring chickens any more!  

Join and take part! The bees need you.. 

Gill Donaldson 

...I am beginning to understand the enormous amount of work undertaken to 
provide the services we enjoy as a group... 

CAVEAT EMPTOR 

Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any goods or services ad-
vertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the  website. Anyone purchasing bees or nuclei should sat-
isfy themselves that they are disease free and that they are aware of the provenance of any queens. 
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WBKA Committee 

President Peter Spencer 

T: 01926 856204 

Chairman David Blower 

T: 01608 685918 

E: chairman@wbka.org.uk 

Secretary Mike Blanco 

T: 01527 591855 

E: secretary@wbka.org.uk 

Treasurer Jan Willetts 

T: 0121 249 1965 

Examination Secretary Jane Medwell 

E: examsec@wbka.org.uk 

WB Editor Katerina Prokopiou 

E: wbeditor@wbka.org.uk 

Web Master Peter Barclay 

T: 02476 411275 

E: webmaster@wbka.org.uk 

Branch Secretaries 

Birmingham T: 07708 031926 E: bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk  

Coventry T: 02476 411275 E: cbka.secretary@wbka.org.uk  

Nuneaton T: 01827 880689 E: jandl.twidle@gmail.com 

Rugby T: 07486 508079 E: secretary@rugbybeekeepers.org 

Shipston T: 07506 086133  E: secretary.shipston@wbka.org.uk 

Solihull T: 0121 7041731 E: solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com 

Sutton Coldfield T: 0121 3549451 E: lisa@daymond-king.co.uk 

Warwick & Leamington T: 01926 316192 E: secretary@warleambees.org.uk 

Bee Inspectors 

Seasonal (Apr - Sept only) 

Colleen Reichling T: 07990 138898 

Gordon Bull T: 07867 351626 

Regional 

Colin Pavey T: 07775 119471 

BDI Representatives 

WBKA Representative 

Julian Routh T: 0121 3545956 

Director & Claims Manager 

Bernard Diaper T: 07711 456932 
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