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"Well," said Pooh, "what I like best" and then 

he had to stop and think. Because although 

eating honey was a very good thing to do, 

there was a moment just before you began to 

eat it, which was better than when you were, 

but he didn't know what it was called. 
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Letter from the Chairman 

D ear members, 

The season of honey shows is now upon us. 

Whether you are a Novice or a more experienced 

exhibitor, I sincerely hope that you will take some of your 

produce and enter it at your Branch Show or the County Show or the National 

Honey Show, and that you will have success. We have specific Novice Classes 

at the County Honey Show (28th Sept) and for those entrants there will be 

opportunity to learn from the judges as they inspect and advise on each 

exhibit. It is one of the best ways to learn how to ensure your honey, wax 

etc., is presented in the best light whether at a show or for sale. The schedule 

and entry forms are available through the County website. 

Whether you are showing or not I hope you will be able to attend the 

excellent 3 County beekeeping lectures that run in parallel to the Show on 

28th Sept. in the Oak Tree Centre, Stoneleigh. There is no charge for WBKA 

members. You will find more details on the website and elsewhere in this 

edition of WB. 

One of the functions of WBKA is to represent WBKA members at the BBKA 

Annual Delegates Meeting. This is the forum where the BBKA report back to 

the members and they in turn can propose ideas for the BBKA to act upon in 

the coming year(s). So if you have been thinking “It would be a good idea if 

the BBKA were to…” this is your chance to prepare a constructive 

proposition for WBKA to submit. There is some formality to be observed; the 

propositions will need the support of your Branch Executive and then the 

WBKA Executive; propositions will need to be with WBKA Secretary before 

30th September 2019 for consideration and onward transmission to BBKA 

before their deadline. 

 

 Best Wishes, 
David Blower 

Cover photo rights belong to Walt Disney Company  

http://www.warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
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ON-LINE AND IN COLOUR  

Log In at warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk to view this 

newsletter and many others 

Please contact your Branch Secretary to obtain the password 

Please Note 

Items appearing in WB 
are not necessarily the 
view of  either the 
editor or Warwickshire 
Beekeepers Association 

Editor’s 
Letter 

Where has the season gone? 

As a “remote” beekeeper, I have been receiving all the 

updates of the branches and I am happy to hear most 

colonies have been doing well and honey harvest has been 

plentiful. As the season slowly comes to a close, colonies 

should have enough supplies to prepare them for an 

unpredictable winter to come. 

Most branches have their honey shows coming up and it is 

a great opportunity to socialise and be creative!  I am 

looking forward to receiving all the feedback and updates 

from the shows. 

We will hopefully also be submitting our newsletter for the 

National Honey Show competition, so thank you to all who 

have contributed to making it the amazing newsletter that 

it is! 

 

Katerina Prokopiou 

Do you have an 

idea,  story or 

wonderful 

photographs 

to share? 

 

Please share them 

with your Editor 

at 

wbeditor@wbka.

org.uk 

 

 

 

http://www.warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
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October 

  

1 
19:30 Branch Meeting and Talk, 
Nuneaton & Atherstone 

‘Botany for Beekeepers’ by Stuart 

Roberts 

Hatters Space Community Centre, 
Nuneaton 

  

6 
14:30 Apiary Clean-Up, Solihull 

Solihull Branch Apiary, 
Ravenshaw 

  

What’s On 2019 

September 
  

3 17:30 Apiary meeting, Sutton 
Coldfield 

Every Tuesday 
Sutton Park Apiary 

  

3 19:30 Branch Meeting and Talk, 
Nuneaton & Atherstone 

‘Preparing Honey and Wax for the 
Show Bench’ by Dave Bonner 

Hatters Space Community Centre, 
Nuneaton 

  

9 19:45 Branch Honey Show and 
Quiz, Solihull 

Staging at 18:30; Judge: 
Carys Edwards  

Dorridge Methodist Church, 

135 Mill Lane, 

Bentley Heath, 

Solihull B93 8NY  

  

12 19:30 Branch Honey Show, 
Warwick & Leamington 

 Show Judges: Douglas 
Nethercleft,  Amanda Cadge  

Kingshill Nursery 

  

16 
Branch Honey Show, Coventry 

  

19 
Rugby Branch Honey Show, 
Rugby 

  

19 
19:00 Branch Meeting, Sutton 
Coldfield 

‘The Hive as a Processing Centre’ by 
Peter Sutcliffe 

Erdington Methodist Centre 
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14 
19:30 Branch Meeting and Talk, 
Solihul 

‘Nuc It’ by Celia Davis 

Methodist Hall, 
Blossomfield Road, 
Solihull B91 1LG 

  

17 
Branch Meeting, Sutton Coldfield 

TBC 

Erdington Methodist Centre 

  

Warwick and Leamington are holding a 
Beekeeping Taster Day on Saturday 28th 
September at Kings Hill Nurseries, near 
Coventry. 

Whilst of little interest to established 
beekeepers, perhaps you would draw 
this to the attention of any of your 
friends, neighbours or colleagues who 
may be interested. 

The day includes talks, honey tasting and 
a hands-on session at our adjacent 
training apiary. 

BEEKEEPING TASTER DAY 

28/09/2019 • Kingshill Nursery •£30 

Book at www.warleambees.org.uk 

 

10:30 11 January 2020, 

Myton School, Myton 

Road, Warwick, CV32 6PJ 

All members are invited to attend the 

meeting. Please be advised that there are 

limited spaces available due to fire 

regulations, and so attendees will be on a 

pre-registered, first-come, first-served basis. 

Advanced registration can be done on 

written application to 

gen.manager@bbka.org.uk 

This year there are 6 vacancies for the 

position of Trustee. Members who wish to 

stand as trustee or submit a proposition, 

should contact their branch secretary for 

more details without delay. Deadline for 

receipt by BBKA is 18th October 2019. 

President election is due at the 2020 ADM. 

For the Examinations Board there are three 

vacancies for 3 years each. 

Propositions from our members will be 

taken forward by WBKA. 

Forms are available on the BBKA website for 

propositions, Examination board position 

application, Trustee nominations, 

Association Delegate nominations. 

60th Annual 
Delegate 

meeting for 
the BBKA 

http://www.warleambees.org.uk
mailto:gen.manager@bbka.org.uk?subject=Advanced%20Registration%20for%20ADM%202020
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• 1st September – 22nd September • 

On-line entry is open 

 

 

There is a separate class /room where judging will take place for NOVICES, you 
are invited to stay and pick up pointers from the Judges during the morning. 

For further information on entering the honey show or booking in for a lecture 
and lecture topics please visit www.warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk. 

 

We are delighted to have Simon the Beekeeper bringing along a wide range of 
products discounted and with many ‘end of season offers’. 

Jeremy of Northern Bee Books will be joining us with many hundreds of books 
until mid-afternoon. For those of you doing your modules this winter an 

opportunity not to be missed.  

Maybe time for a spot of early Christmas shopping! 

WBKA Honey Show 2019 
28 September 2019 
NAEC Building, National Agricultural Centre, Stoneleigh Park  

https://warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk/warwickshire-county-honey-show-september-28th-2019/
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“COLOSS survey and findings on winter losses from across Europe” 

Dr Anthony Williams, COLOSS Survey Coordinator for England 

The talk will explain a background and aims of COLOSS an international 
network of honeybee researchers. It will give an overview of the 
organisations activities and then focus on the hive monitoring working 
group. We will discuss the recent results of winter hive loss surveys and 
present a comparison of results received around Europe. If there is time 
we may touch on some of the research plans building a network of 
remote sensors for honey bee health monitoring and bee colony 
simulations in the presence of Varroa. 

“Basic Honey Bee Genetics for Beekeepers” 

John Chambers 

To improve our national stock, we must collectively act in sympathy with 
the biological realities of honey bee genetics. This presentation starts by 
considering what a breed is, before revealing something astonishing 
about breeds of honey bee. Then, Gregor Mendel’s failure to improve his 
honey bees is contrasted with his landmark work with the common pea. 
The rest of the lecture provides insight into why he failed. By the end of 
this presentation, it should be clear why it is so damaging to import honey 
bee stock and how we can improve our local stock quickly, simply and 
optimally, using an augmented “bees know best” policy. 

“Bees for Oil Seed Rape and Heather” 

Joyce Nisbet 

Fresh from judging at our Honey Show, Joyce will cover the tips and tricks 
involved in getting your bees prepared to optimise the early season honey 
crop from OSR and the late season honey crop from heather. Her talk will 
include:- Preparing / stimulating colonies for OSR; Moving bees to out-
apiary; Extracting OSR honey; Preparing for going to Ling; Ling honey, 
comb and Sections; Fitting Varroa treatment around going to the Ling; 
and more! 

WBKA Honey Show 2019 
Lecture Programme 
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All in a month 

COVENTRY & DISTRICT BRANCH 

www.covbeebranch.co.uk 

Where has the season gone? 

The bees in the Branch apiary have 
performed well – despite a couple of 
colonies proving difficult to re-queen. 
Now all is well – 9 good colonies being 
prepared for the winter and nearly 
200lb of floral honey extracted. Over 
the season an average of 
approximately 65lbs from each honey 
producing colony. 

The bees are now being prepared for 
the winter with treatment against 
Varroa well advanced and feeding will 
start soon. Thanks to Mick Hill who 
has organised the IBCs of syrup for 
use by branch members – each IBC 
contains about 1,300Kg of syrup and 
the savings for members by buying at 
this quantity are very large. 

Following on from the previous 
successful training course for Novice 
beekeepers in the branch, another 5-
session training is underway. The 
focus is on extracting honey, 
preparing hives for the winter, 
cleaning & storing equipment and 
processing honey and wax for sale. 
The same format as before is being 
used. A two-hour training session 
taking place over five weekends, each 
session followed by inspection of the 

beehives. We have 10 students who 
have registered for this training. 

This second training strengthens the 
expectation that these students will 
be the Basic Assessment students 
next year. 

The last Branch summer meeting took 
place on Sunday (August 17th), a 
working party was organised to tidy 
up the site and get it ready for our 
planned Taster Session on Sunday 
September 8th. One branch member 
very kindly brought along his 
‘industrial strength’ all-in-one 
lawnmower/hedge trimmer/tree 
lopper/bramble clearer; what an 
amazing piece of equipment – 20 mins 
and the site was cleared and nobody 
had to break into a sweat. 

Work on installing the perimeter fence 
at the new apiary site should start 
soon. This is a 2m high, welded mesh 
fence with a 12-foot-wide metal 
security gate for access. Once this is 
finished the site will be secure and 
work can start to get the metal cabins 
erected on site. The car parking area is 
already completed. 

Branch members are now getting 
ready for the Branch honey show 
which will take place on Monday 16th 
September.  

Dave Bonner 

http://www.covbeebranch.co.uk
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NUNEATON & ATHERSTONE 

What a season it has been! The 
weather gods did their utmost to 
confound the best laid plans of mice, 
men and beekeepers. Spring saw a 
bounty for most in the Branch but 
mainly the harvest was of oilseed 
rape. The harvest boosted numbers 
but then, for reasons best known to 
themselves, most of our colonies 
decided to supersede, followed by 
supersedure of the supersedure and 
so on. Unfortunately, not all of the 
new queens managed to mate 
effectively and it has taken the 
majority of the season to get back to 
having all the original Club colonies 
queenright. 

During the season, a number of the 
Branch decided, after a minimum of 
arm twisting from our Education 
Officer, to brave the experience of the 
Basic Assessment and all are to be 
congratulated on their success. 

Members of the fledgling bee 
improvement group have attended a 
number of queen rearing courses and 
been made welcome at the apiaries of 
more established queen rearing 
groups. The aim is for the Branch to 
become more self-sufficient with 
respect to queens and reduce the 
urge to buy in specimens from further 
afield. 

One welcome piece of news is that all 
Branch colonies have been inspected 

and no evidence of foul brood was 
found. 

As has been the case of late, a small 
number of members have taken 
colonies to the heather and we are 
keeping our fingers crossed that the 
yield will be greater than last year’s. 

We look forward to our indoor season 
and, of course, next year is going to 
be the one! 

John Twidle  

RUGBY 

The branch has held two additional, 
successful community days over the 
last months. 

The Thurlaston event was busy with 
honey sales and a great deal of 
interest in local beekeepers, followed 
by the Wolston Walkabout which was 
equally well attended and 
appreciated.  The committee wish to 
thank all the members that have 
supported the branch events this 
year. 

The Rugby apiary is building up, with 
on-going support from the members 
Apiary team.  Educational sessions are 
frequently held there, with the next 
two on ‘Varroa load Assessment and 
Treatment’ and ‘Preparing for Winter 
in the Apiary’. 

A successful social event was 
arranged by the events member and 
held in Hilmorton with a good 
attendance and plenty of Bee chat. 
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The month continued... 

Finally, remember the honey shows 
are just around the corner. It would 
be wonderful to see a few Rugby 
entries in the County show on 28th 
September, feedback on many 
occasions from the judges has stated 
the standards are high enough for 
entry into the County and National 
shows, so think a little broader with 
you exhibits this year, and have a go!  

The Rugby Branch Show is to be held: 
On Saturday 19th October, this is a 
wonderful opportunity to place a few 
exhibits  into the show, it is 
straightforward and very satisfying to 
see your item displayed, please 
consider joining in. 

However, even if you do not 
exhibit try to attend; you will be 
amazed by the produce, there is 
always an interesting speaker and the 
cakes are scrumptious! Should you 
have any questions related to the 
show please contact Fran Payne the 
Honey Show Secretary. 

Gail Plester 

SOLIHULL 

Our summer meetings are now coming 
to a close. Most members have had 
another rewarding season  -recapturing 
swarms, successfully uniting colonies or 
harvesting their first honey crop. 

Fifteen colonies at the apiary are now 
ready for winter i.e. they now have 

been treated for varroa and all have 
been fed thick syrup. 

Lowsonford & Rowington village fete 
was very successful as many visitors 
were intrigued by the observation hive.  
It was a perfect opportunity for 
members to share the art of 
beekeeping as well as raising 
awareness of potential impact the 
Asian hornet might have upon colonies.  
Also it was a good venue for members 
to sell some honey. 

The Pizza and Pudding event was a 
great success with 40 people enjoying a 
wonderful afternoon where guests 
were not disappointed as they 
consumed approximately 60 pizzas 
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along with and 70 portions of dessert! 
The weather was kind and everyone 
visited the bees and the chickens or 
tried their hand at table tennis. 

The afternoon raised £400, which will be 
donated to Bees for Development. This 
charity is hoping to have the fund-
matching scheme, starting in November 
doubling the donation. A big thank you 
to Mandy & Brian for organising the 
afternoon. 

 

Congratulations to the following 
beekeepers who recently passed their 
Basic assessment with a credit: 

Louise Cameron-Ward, Sean Flower, 
Dawn Philpott & Andy Pike. 

Looking ahead there will be some 
courses and workshops offered during 
the winter months and these will be 
well worth attending.  

Please note that our indoor meetings 
take place on the second Monday 
evening of the month at the Methodist 
Hall, Blossomfield Road, Solihull B91 
1LG, unless otherwise stated. 

Channy Collins 

 

 

 

 

HONEY 
CAKE BARS 
PREP Approx 2hr 

COOK 10 mins EASY 

INGREDIENTS 

5oz butter Oven temperature: 
180C/160C 

1 tablespoon water 

2 eggs 

6oz clear honey 

4oz soft brown sugar 

7oz self-raising flour 

METHOD 

1. Place butter, sugar, honey 
and water into a saucepan 
and heat until the butter has 
melted, stirring all the time. 

2. Remove the pan from the 
heat and allow the contents 
to cool to room temperature. 

3. Gradually beat in the eggs. 
Add the sieved flour and mix 
until smooth; do not over 
mix. 

4. Measure equal amounts 
into greased, individual loaf 
tins and bake for 15 minutes 
or until risen and firm to the 
touch. Once cool, cut and 
serve. 

Enjoy, Denise 
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Asian Hornet Update 

So far this year there has only been one confirmed sighting of an Asian Hornet on 

the UK mainland and that was in Hampshire in July, much earlier than in previous 

years, no nest was found in this case. 

At this time of year any queen hornets that were present either from last year or 

have been transported into the country will be starting to form secondary nests and 

the number of hornet workers will start to increase as will their need for protein 

based food to feed the increasing number of larvae in any nest. At this time the 

sugar based baits used early in the year will have lesser attraction for the hornets 

and protein based baits should be used. 

The prime food source for the hornets are insects with a particular attraction for 

hives of bees as many insects are present in one place and hornets if present will 

start to predate on hives. To raise awareness of this the BBKA has declared 9th – 

15th September Asian Hornet week and is asking all beekeepers where possible to 

spend more time simply watching their hives for any signs of predation, the hornets 

are normally seen hawking in front of the hive and taking returning foraging bees for 

food. Seeing any hornets is an obvious reason for reporting immediately with 

preferably a photograph. 

Reporting can be carried out it to the Non-Native Species Secretariat (NNSS). 

If you think you have seen an Asian hornet, please notify the Non Native Species 

Secretariat (NNSS) immediately (http://www.nonnativespecies.org). In the first 

instance sightings should be reported through the free Asian Hornet Watch App, 

available for Android and iPhone. 

Other methods of reporting the hornet also include using the NNSS online 

notification form (http://www.nonnativespecies.org). Finally, you can send any 

suspect sightings to the Non Native Species email address 

alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk . Where possible, a photo, the location of the sighting 

and a description of the insect seen should be included. If an insect can be collected 

(with care) this should be used for the photograph and used to confirm 

identification. 

http://www.nonnativespecies.org
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If a sighting is confirmed or seems highly believable expect a visit from local Bee 

Inspectors from the National Bee Unit who will have the task of confirming any 

sighting and locating the nest. If there are many sightings the NBU resources may 

get stretched which is why many counties including Warwickshire have set up Asian 

Hornet Action Teams (AHAT) to provide additional resources and to aid with 

identification if any is needed. The AHAT coordinator for WBKA is Julian Routh email 

routhjulian@gmail.com or 07758191955 who will try to mobilise help for 

identification or sample collection. Please let the coordinator know of any sighting 

after reporting as above as information can be circulated to members very quickly to 

possibly get further sightings in the locality which will help with next location. 

We hope that no sightings are confirmed anywhere but especially in or close to 

Warwickshire but if seen fast action is the best route to getting nests destroyed 

before the next generation of queens emerge, normally in October. 

Julian Routh, WBKA AHAT Coordinator 

Japanese Anemone 
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My Experience of an Anaphylactic 
Response to a Bee Sting  

A couple of weekends ago I was cutting the lawn by the bee hives, which I have kept 

bees for a long time. 

On this occasion an over-protective bee stung me on the top of the head. I stopped 

mowing and just at that time, two friends called round for tea. Within 20 minutes I 

was feeling very hot, sweating, with a vivid red rash on my face, neck, torso. Worst 

of all and almost beyond anything I have ever experienced was the pain in my hands, 

and to a lesser extent my feet. 

I learnt later that I was in a full anaphylactic reaction. 

An uncontrollable urge to wring my hands, took over, but of course that only made 

things worse in triggering histamine release, the cause of the pain. My chest started 

to feel tight and my vision became blurred; this was serious. 

My partner drove me to Warwick A&E, all wobbly on my legs, and they took me 

straight in. In an anaphylactic response you get massive release of histamine from 

the mast cells in the blood stream, which causes a drop in blood pressure leading to 

vascular shock. At its worst it can be fatal if not correctable by intervention. 

So I had fluids I/V to bulk up blood volume, adrenaline to vaso-constrict and 

counteract the histamine, and corticosteroids to reduce the inflammation. 

Throughout this my blood pressure was monitored – 85/53 before the adrenaline 

kicked in – normally 120/80 for me, so the sting had had a marked effect on my 

body’s homeostasis. 

After 6 hours I was discharged with two Epi-pens, anti-histamines and steroids, and 

strict instructions on how to deal with any future stings. 

A week later, a doctor and friend said that she wasn’t convinced that I had been 

stung by a bee, possibly a horse fly instead, since this was not my first bee sting (no 

previous reaction). 

Soon after, I arranged for a contact to take my bees because I could not risk further 

problems. But had it definitely been a bee sting? The scientist in me wanted to know! 

I had arranged with my GP to go for sensitivity testing but that would take weeks! 
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What if I had given the bees away, but it never was their fault? 

For a week I didn’t want to go near the bees, roped off the area for everyone else 

and tried to resist approaching. But last weekend I was dying to see them. 

So I donned my APHA leather biosecurity jacket and trousers under my bee suit and 

had a look at them. Phew! Hot! All was fine, until I started putting my kit away; that’s 

when I received a sting to my finger. I had told my partner I half-wanted a sting to 

test out bee responsibility, and now I had it! 

All was OK for about 20 minutes, when the hand pain developed, and an immediate 

double dose of antihistamines was needed. Being a scrounge I didn’t use the Epi-

pens – instead, I monitored my BP and said that 

if it dropped, I would use them. I had an 

uncomfortable night – localised swelling in my 

hand and forearm that lasted for 36 hours. An 

appointment with the doctor next day 

suggested I had a reaction but it was under 

control. He told me I should have used an Epi-

pen. I argued that it was localised, and that I 

would have used it if needed… 

So, what have I learned? 

1. I have kept bees for a number of years, have had stings but they have been 

negligible. 

2. A recent sting resulted in what was to all intents a full anaphylactic response. 

3. A subsequent sting would suggest sensitisation. 

4. Further tests are in hand re sensitivity to bee stings. 

5. Sadly, the end of my bee keeping. 

I hope you will never experience this, but if you get this sort of sting reaction it really 

is a must for you to go to A&E. On the day that I went in they said they had three 

that day. Two of them beekeepers. 

Chris Williamson 

Right hand sting, oedema and 

swelling, veins not visible.  
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Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper 

H oney Extraction is now 
complete and in total 

nearly 5 supers were extracted 
for honey! The bees are now 
clearing out their supers and 
I’ve given them their first 
Varroa treatment. I’ve been 
slowly working on getting the 
honey in jars while trying not to 
make too much of a mess on 
the kitchen floor. I’ve even 
managed to sell a few jars, 
making enough to cover the 
treatment costs so far. I’m 
quite proud of the bees, I think 
they’ve done really well 
considering they had to draw 
out nearly all their wax 
foundation. The two split 
colonies from June filled up 
their brood boxes and yielded a 
total of 15 frames of honey for 
extraction, with a super each 
left for their winter stores.  

The difference in honey taste 
and texture from spring, early 
and late summer is quite 
interesting and is a new taste 
experience for me. It makes me 
curious about where exactly 
the bees were getting their 
forage and, assuming there’s 
abundance, do different 
colonies have different 
preferences? I would think they 
do…but I’m not sure; I might 
look into that. 

I haven’t re-queened the nasty 
hive as I never did find the 
queen and to be honest, as the 
season progressed it became 
apparent that this particular 
hive was actually the most 
productive hive in the apiary. 
I’m also wondering if the 
temperament of this colony is 
helping it defend itself against 
the wasps, which are so bad at 
the moment that all the 
entrances have been reduced 
now. My poor nuc with the 
Buckfast queen was literally 
getting robbed and destroyed 
by wasps and other bees. I’ve 
actually removed the nuc from 
the apiary and have them in my 
back garden for a bit of TLC to 
see if the colony can be built up 
enough to survive the winter.  

Unfortunately, I won’t have 
done my Basic Assessment this 
season, which I’d hoped to do, 
as I missed the July 31st 
deadline. I’ll aim to do it early 
next season. The appointment 
for the results from my allergy 
testing is actually the day after 
the deadline for this 
submission. I’m impatient for 
the results! Here’s hoping it’s 
good news (fingers crossed)…  

Denali Enns 
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Honey  Alchemy—Bollos Suizos 
Spanish sweet bread rolls are a favourite of ours for breakfast - especially if we 
have a house full, they look really impressive too 

INGREDIENTS 
170g whole milk 
75g honey 
120 g unsalted butter 
7g instant yeast 
3 large eggs at room 
temperature 
550g strong white 
flour 
1 teaspoon sea salt 

FOR THE GLAZE 
1 large egg 
Sugar 

METHOD 

1.  In a large saucepan mix the milk, honey and butter, warm gently until lukewarm (37ºC). 
Add the yeast and the 3 eggs and whisk together. Allow to sit for 3 – 4 minutes to 
activate the yeast. 

2. Add the flour and salt (in this order) and stir with a wooden spoon to bring it together. 
Tip out onto a silicone mat or buttered work surface. 

3. Butter your hands and knead until soft and smooth (it will be sticky so use a scraper now 
and again to bring it back under control. Transfer to a buttered bowl, cover and leave to 
rest in the bowl for approximately 1.5 hour. 

4. Once doubled in size, knead again briefly with buttered hands and divide into 16 or 20 
even pieces. 

5. Shape each bun by repeatedly tucking the edges under until you have a nice round roll 
with a smooth top and all the joins underneath, Place them onto 2 baking trays evenly 
spaced so they can double in size. 

6. Make sure you preheat your oven to its hottest (250ºC). Prepare a bowl with a beaten 
egg and another bowl with granulated sugar. 

7. Glaze with the egg and sprinkle about a tsp of sugar over the top, then take a pair of 
scissors and snip into the top of each bun allow to prove for 30 minutes 

8. Bake in the middle of the hot oven for about 8 minutes. Tap the bottom to check they 
sound hollow, if they do, they’re ready. Nice and fluffy inside. Transfer to a cooling rack 
and sit back and wait for the compliments.  

Enjoy, Mandy x 

PREPARE AHEAD: After step 7, you can cover them with buttered cling film and 
place in the fridge overnight ready to cook for breakfast. Be gentle, as the final 
prove would have been overnight, and allow them to reach room temperature 
before proceeding. 

SERVES 10 PREP Approx 2hr 

COOK 10 mins EASY 
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Richard Cheney 

ex Chairman of Shipston Beekeepers 

Richard Cheney - a well-known farmer, district and local councillor, governor of several 
schools and beekeeper died on 16th July. He was also in recent years Chairman of 
Shipston Beekeepers Association. 

Working ceaselessly for the community, he held strong political views and was 
enthusiastic in his support for the environment, long before it became fashionable. 

To quote from his obituary in the Stratford Herald: ‘He was a kind person who worked 
very hard for the people he represented and always helped where he could - always 
ready to speak out to defend his beliefs and in support of those who did not share his 
good fortune in life’. 

In Spring 1977 he, together with Ron Haycock, Peter Hepworth, David Peckham, Doug 
Roberts and with help from Tony Rawlings from the WBKA, reformed the Shipston 
Beekeepers Association. The first AGM was in February 1978 and has flourished ever 
since with over 100 members today. 

We at Shipston will miss him and are grateful for all he did. 

 

Shipston Beekeepers Association 
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Morris Buer 

Born in Kingston-on-Thames and growing up during the war, Morris’ interest in his early 
years was in the Sea Scouts, thus developing a lifelong interest in sailing. After an 
engineering apprenticeship and a move to a new job in Coventry, Morris and wife 
Margaret bought a house in Bree Close, Coventry. 

Morris then joined forces with another beekeeper in Allesley 
where they kept four hives in the vicarage garden sometime 
around 1970.  However, his beekeeping partner then moved to 
Wales taking with him half of the hives and equipment. As keeping 
his bees in the vicarage garden was not compatible with the 
various garden events which took place there, Morris moved his 
hives to a local farm in Hawkes Mill Lane owned by Jim Staveley.  I 
moved to Bree Close in 1976 and joined Morris beekeeping around 
1978 and over time upped our honey production to 7 national 

hives, 5 at the farm and 2 at an out-apiary.  Morris liked nothing better than a visit to the 
hives for a working party, followed by a visit to a local pub! 

Morris was a member of the BBKA and the Coventry Branch of the 
Warwickshire Beekeepers and was actively involved in their many 
events, spending many weekends helping with the building of the 
apiary site at Ryton Gardens. He gave up beekeeping when he 
reached his 80th birthday, selling most of the hives and equipment 
to Mick who was just starting out as a beekeeper. Morris 
continued to keep his interest in the bees, selling Mick's honey at 
the art exhibition during Allesley Festival and attending the winter 
meetings of the Coventry Beekeepers. 

Morris will be sadly missed by all his friends and associates, but as with all good 
beekeepers 'he has not died, he has just buzzed off!’ 

Roger Peirson 

Coventry Beekeepers Association 

The funeral will be held at Coventry Crematorium on Tuesday 27th August at 12.15 PM 
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National Honey Show 2019 
Thursday 24th to Saturday 26th October 2019 
Sandown Park, Esher 

The lecture programme is now complete, subject to last minute contingencies, so do 
check lectures and times on the day. Topics planned for this year’s lectures include: 

• Ralph Büchler on varroa resistance, varroa sustainable management, 
environmental adaptation and selection and the link of honeybee complex 
biology to its health 

•  John Donoghue on managing bees for honey crop 

• Mary Montaut on bees and plants 

• Shona Blair on honey against superbugs 

• John Chambers on basic honey bee genetics 

• And many more... 

We usually have activities for children including quizzes, candle rolling, drawing and 
colouring activities, with Saturday our main day for children’s activities. 

The International Centre for Young Beekeepers has also organised a meeting. This 
meeting is designed for participants aged 12 to 17 to compare knowledge and skills, 
and find out more about other countries and cultures. For more information, visit 
the International Meeting of Young Beekeepers website http://icyb.cz/. 

We also have 3 new entry classes for 2019: 

• Braggot (in the beer section). 2 bottles, minimum 330ml, not commercially 
available. Honey must be an ingredient. 

• Branch or Association Newsletter. Three latest editions of a branch or 
association newsletter, to be submitted in electronic format. 

• Beeswax Wrap, two matching pieces. Each 30cm square. One piece will be used 
to wrap a food item which will be supplied by the Show on Wednesday. Exhibits 
must therefore be entered on the Wednesday. 

Please contact us at publicity@honeyshow.co.uk for any requests on printed leaflets 
to be distributed locally and at shows. Please include leaflet type (usual and/or for 
young beekeepers), number required and posting address. 

Digital copies can be found at http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/publicity.php  

The lecture programme can 
be found at: 

http://
www.honeyshow.co.uk/
lectures-and-
workshops.php 

The younger generation are the future, for beekeeping as well as all else, and we 
love to encourage the them to take part in all our beekeeping events. 

http://icyb.cz/
mailto:publicity@honeyshow.co.uk?subject=Request%20for%20National%20Honey%20Show%20Leaflets
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/publicity.php
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php
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CAVEAT EMPTOR 

Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any goods or 
services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the  website. Anyone purchasing 
bees or nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are disease free and that they are 
aware of the provenance of any queens.  
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WBKA Committee 

President Peter Spencer 

T: 01926 856204 

Chairman David Blower 

T: 01608 685918 

E: chairman@wbka.org.uk 

Secretary Mike Blanco 

T: 01527 591855 

E: secretary@wbka.org.uk 

Treasurer Jan Willetts 

T: 0121 249 1965 

Examination Secretary Jane Medwell 

E: examsec@wbka.org.uk 

WB Editor Katerina Prokopiou 

E: wbeditor@wbka.org.uk 

Web Master Peter Barclay 

T: 02476 411275 

E: webmaster@wbka.org.uk 

Branch Secretaries 

Birmingham T: 07708 031926 E: bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk  

Coventry T: 02476 411275 E: cbka.secretary@wbka.org.uk  

Nuneaton T: 01827 880689 E: jandl.twidle@gmail.com 

Rugby T: 07486 508079 E: secretary@rugbybeekeepers.org 

Shipston T: 07506 086133   E: secretary.shipston@wbka.org.uk  

Solihull T: 0121 7041731 E: solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com 

Sutton Coldfield T: 0121 3549451 E: lisa@daymond-king.co.uk 

Warwick & Leamington T: 01926 316192  E: secretary@warleambees.org.uk 

Bee Inspectors 

Seasonal (Apr - Sept only) 

Colleen Reichling T: 07990 138898 

Gordon Bull T: 07747 010051 

Regional 

Colin Pavey T: 07775 119471 

BDI Representatives 

WBKA Representative 

Julian Routh T: 0121 3545956 

Director & Claims Manager 

Bernard Diaper T: 07711 456932 

Copy Date for October Issue 21 September 2019 


