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Letter from the Chairman 

D ear members, 

August is traditionally the month for us to take our 
main honey harvest and I hope that your expectations 
have been met or exceeded. It seems to me that there 
has been a reasonable honey yield but most beekeepers 

are reporting it has arrived a little later than usual. 

When you are extracting your honey I encourage you to look at it (and taste 
it) critically and put a couple of jars of the best to one side ready for the 

County Honey Show on Saturday, September 28th. Full details of how to 

enter will be posted on the Warwickshire Beekeepers Website shortly. The 
show will also feature the County Lectures, running in parallel, and this year 
we hope to have stalls selling equipment and books for your over-winter 
amusement. 

The other important August activity is the pre-autumn varroa treatment of 
colonies. Make sure your bees are treated using an approved varroacide (see 
the VMD website for species ‘bees’) and give them the best chance of getting 
through the coming winter. By all treating at the same time we reduce the 
opportunity for re-infestation.  

 

Yours, 
David Blower  

Cover photograph by Marzena 7  (Pixabay) 

Cosmos 

http://www.warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
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ON-LINE AND IN COLOUR  

Log In at warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk to view this 

newsletter and many others 

Please contact your Branch Secretary to obtain the password 

Please Note 

Items appearing in WB 
are not necessarily the 
view of  either the 
editor or Warwickshire 
Beekeepers Association 

Editor’s 
Letter 

This is my first edition written while in Singapore. I am 
incredibly impressed by the amount of green apparent in 
this cosmopolitan city. Unless it’s a road, canal or walking 
path, it will have something planted in it! 

However, I have only seen two bees in my time here, both 
the Burning Carpenter Bee (look it up!) which are also 
huge! I have also had the opportunity to meet a beekeeper 
here in one of the events that I have attended (it’s all on 
my blog Katkoot’s Beehive Stories. We had a very nice 
discussion around the Asian honeybee and the pests he has 
to deal with, usually ants and wax moths. Obviously varroa 
and the Asian hornet were not on his list. Any advice for 
wax moth prevention will go a long way ! 

So after two weeks abroad, I can confidently say I miss the 
large community of beekeepers present in the UK and 
especially in Warwickshire. I can confidently say that we, as 
a community, are more passionate, knowledgeable and 
understanding of the world of bees. 

Katerina Prokopiou 

Do you have an 

idea,  story or 

wonderful 

photographs 

to share? 

 

Please share them 

with your Editor 

at 

wbeditor@wbka.

org.uk 

 

 

 

http://www.warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.passmethehoney.com
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
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September 

  

6 17:30 Weekly Apiary Meeting, 
Sutton Coldfield 

Every Tuesday 
Sutton Park Apiary 

  

9 19:45 Branch Honey Show and 
Quiz, Solihull 
Staging at 18:30 
Dorridge Methodist Church,135 
Mill Lane, Bentley 
Heath, Solihull B93 8NY  

  

19 19:00 Branch Meeting, Sutton 
Coldfield 

‘The Hive as a Processing Centre’ by 
Peter Sutcliffe 
Solihull Branch Apiary, 
Ravenshaw 

  

28 Warwickshire County Honey Show 

More details can be found on the 
Warwickshire Beekeepers’ 
Association website 

  

What’s On 2019 

August 
  

3 14:00 Rowington & Lowsonford 
Village Fete, Solihull 

Rowington & Lowsonford Village 

  

4 14:00 Pizza and Pudding 
Afternoon, Solihull 

  

6 17:30 Weekly Apiary Meeting, 
Sutton Coldfield 

Every Tuesday 
Sutton Park Apiary 

  

7 19:00 Weekly Apiary Meeting, 
Solihull 

Every Wednesday until August 
28th 
Solihull Branch Apiary, 
Ravenshaw 
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BBKA Queen Rearing Courses 

 

The BBKA is organising courses for beekeepers, with at least three years' 
experience, at several venues around the country: 

• Somerset (Quantock Apiary near Bridgwater) 3&4 August 

• Wales (Gregynog Hall, Tygynon, Nr Newtown) 10&11 August 

• Warwickshire (BBKA Apiary, Stoneleigh) 14&15 September 

• Cleveland (TBC) 17/18 September 

Details of other courses will be posted on the website when confirmed. 

The whole course is focused on the General Husbandry standard with the 
objective of each attendee going home able to run their queen rearing matched 
to their needs. It will not be prescriptive and will enable the attendees to make 
up their own mind about the method they would like to employ. It will not focus 
on grafting, although it is a method that everyone should at least have tried at 
some point. 

The course will be theory plus time in the apiary when different methods of 
queen rearing will be discussed and demonstrated. There will also be several 
queen related manipulations, again to the General Husbandry standard. 

There will be a maximum of twelve on each course and there will be two 
tutors. The lead tutor will be Sean Stephenson who has a lot of experience in 
queen raising and delivering courses. 

The cost of the course will be £75 which will covers coffee, tea and biscuits but 
please bring a packed lunch with you.  The timing for the courses will be 
confirmed later but will start on Saturday morning and end on Sunday afternoon. 

If you would like to apply for a place on the course please apply through the 
website shop: 

https://www.bbka.org.uk/pages/shop/department/training-courses  

or contact the BBKA office on 02476 696679. 

https://www.bbka.org.uk/pages/shop/department/training-courses


6 

 

Let’s Talk Bees! 

Bees and their hardships are very much in the public eye. There are many articles 
in newspapers and TV explaining of the importance of bees. The association gets 
enquiries from the public and schools for more information about bees.  

Part of the WLBK charitable status is to spread the word about bees, to this end 
the club has a small outreach team of dedicated members who deal with this 
endeavour. 

Spring/Summer 2019 has been a busy season with many enquiries especially 
from junior schools. Depending upon the age group of the children we have a 
number of presentations that have been developed and honed over many years. 
The most popular and visual is “the flower to jar” originally created by Helen 
Essex and John Stringer. 

The “flower to jar” presentation introduces children to beekeeping from its 
historic roots to the modern-day beekeeper along with the tools of the trade 
from bee suites to smokers and is very much a hands-on experience. 

The highlight of the show is the bee waggle dance which Jane Brown, Maggie 
Curley and Jan Hyatt have performed to much applause from the children. 

This year the team have presented at Kingsley, Our Lady and St Theresa’s and St 
Joseph’s schools. The schools were kind enough to share some of the pictures. 

The team were overwhelmed when the children of St Joseph’s school sent Jane 
Brown a box of 53 hand drawn thank you cards, which you can see below - they 
are amazing! 

If you would like to watch the ladies waggle their bottoms err…. I mean teach 
children (and adults) about bees please contact us as it is very rewarding as you 
will see below. 

Paresh Pankhania 
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All in a month 

SOLIHULL 

Our bees have been very busy and 
subsequently many supers are now 
ready to be extracted. It is an exciting 
time for all but in particular new 
members as the fruits of the bees 
labour can now be enjoyed. Many of 
us are now thinking ahead to the 
branch honey show in September 
where we hope to have many entries 
for the various classes. 

Congratulations to Sarah, Andrew 
and Sheila upon achieving 
commendable results for Module 6. In 
addition Sarah and Andrew Heath 
have achieved their Intermediate 
Theory Certificate. 

Our apiary meetings continue to be 
well attended. We have had several 
different workshops running on 
Wednesday evenings, urgent 
construction of super frames required 
as a result of recent strong honey 
flow, a reminder of the do’s and 
don’ts when extracting, 

Our recent general inspections 
revealed that colonies had adequate 
stores, some needing an additional 
super, several required clearing and 
supers removed, and one colony was 
good candidate to be united. 

Thank you in advance to Mandy for 
running a ‘drop in session’ to 

demonstrate the pleasure we 
experience when extracting! 

Channy Collins 

WARWICK & LEAMINGTON 

On Saturday 6th July we held our 
annual bar-bee-que. This year it was 
held at Kings Hill Nurseries on the side 
of the lovely lake, surrounded by 
beautiful trees. Idyllic! 

We had a minor crisis when we 
realised that we had no matches to 
light the barbeque and after asking 
around we couldn’t find a cigarette 
smoker who could lend us a lighter. 
Discussions took place and with no 
boy scout available to rub two sticks 
together it was suggested we tried to 
light a piece of paper using the 
cigarette lighter in the car, then run 
down to the BBQ trying to keep it 
alight as we did so. Not an easy task. 

Then common sense stepped in, in the 
form of Bernard Brown, who 
suggested it might be sensible to walk 
up to the training apiary just over 
from the car park and use a blow 
torch! Oh yes, we never thought of 

Organisation 

seems to be 

the key !  

mailto:michael.smith670@ntlworld.com?subject=Re:%20Observation%20Hive%20for%20sale
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FOR SALE 

3- frame standard national observation hive made from English oak. 

The hive has an integral feeder that can be accessed without the bees 
being disturbed, therefore doesn't need a 'beekeeper' to be able to top it 
up. The feeder is made from copper and has built-in floats to prevent the 
bees from drowning. 

The frames are secured by screw bolts to enable the hive to be carried 
without the frames moving around. The safety glass panels are secured by 
slot head bolts, these bolts are also used to gently ease the glass panel 
away from the hive body when changing the brood frames and/or cleaning 
becomes necessary. The hive is supplied with an alighting board and a 
length of polypropylene tubing, it has a very simple closure system that is 
used when removing it off site for maintenance. 

The base will require drilling to facilitate fixing to a suitable table. 

Please contact Mick Smith at michael.smith670@ntlworld.com 

that! 

Everyone brought their own meat or 
vegetarian choice to cook on the bar-
be-que and we shared focaccia made 
by Rachel Dove’s son Giles and salads. 

Richard Mountney made a wonderful 
cake, which contained, amongst other 
calorific things 15 Mars bars, melted 
with more chocolate and cream. 

We also enjoyed strawberries, 
meringues and cream. 

Over 30 people joined in the fun and it 
was good to see many new 
beekeepers amongst us. 

Val Dillon 

mailto:michael.smith670@ntlworld.com?subject=Re:%20Observation%20Hive%20for%20sale
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National Honey Show 2019 
Thursday 24th to Saturday 26th October 2019 
Sandown Park, Esher 

The lecture programme is now complete, subject to last minute contingencies, so do 
check lectures and times on the day. Topics planned for this year’s lectures include: 

• Ralph Büchler on varroa resistance, varroa sustainable management, 
environmental adaptation and selection and the link of honeybee complex 
biology to its health 

•  John Donoghue on managing bees for honey crop 

• Mary Montaut on bees and plants 

• Shona Blair on honey against superbugs 

• John Chambers on basic honey bee genetics 

• And many more... 

We usually have activities for children including quizzes, candle rolling, drawing and 
colouring activities, with Saturday our main day for children’s activities. 

The International Centre for Young Beekeepers has also organised a meeting. This 
meeting is designed for participants aged 12 to 17 to compare knowledge and skills, 
and find out more about other countries and cultures. For more information, visit 
the International Meeting of Young Beekeepers website http://icyb.cz/. 

We also have 3 new entry classes for 2019: 

• Braggot (in the beer section). 2 bottles, minimum 330ml, not commercially 
available. Honey must be an ingredient. 

• Branch or Association Newsletter. Three latest editions of a branch or 
association newsletter, to be submitted in electronic format. 

• Beeswax Wrap, two matching pieces. Each 30cm square. One piece will be used 
to wrap a food item which will be supplied by the Show on Wednesday. Exhibits 
must therefore be entered on the Wednesday. 

Please contact us at publicity@honeyshow.co.uk for any requests on printed leaflets 
to be distributed locally and at shows. Please include leaflet type (usual and/or for 
young beekeepers), number required and posting address. 

Digital copies can be found at http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/publicity.php  

The lecture programme can 
be found at: 

http://
www.honeyshow.co.uk/
lectures-and-
workshops.php 

The younger generation are the future, for beekeeping as well as all else, and we 
love to encourage the them to take part in all our beekeeping events. 

http://icyb.cz/
mailto:publicity@honeyshow.co.uk?subject=Request%20for%20National%20Honey%20Show%20Leaflets
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/publicity.php
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php
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Notice 1: The first Asian Hornet of the 
year has been sighted on the UK 
mainland near New Milton, 
Hampshire and was reported  by a 
member of the public using the Asian 
Hornet app. This sighting is earlier 
than any sighting last year 
but  hopefully this simply means 
that  there is a higher level of 
awareness. It emphasises the need 
to keep a close look at our hives and 
where possible spending a little time 
sitting back and watching the hive 
entrances for the hornets.  

Julian Ruth 

Asian Hornet Update 

Notice 2: There has been a confirmed 
sighting of an Asian Hornet in the New 
Milton area of Hampshire AND, an as yet 
uncorroborated sighting in Kenilworth. 

So, if you have not already done so, now is 
the time to set your Asian hornet traps. 
Details of how to make these are available 
at https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/
Download.ashx?IDMF=40ce4a07-58fa-
473c-a948-c62651625935. 

Please keep your eyes peeled  for any 
Asian hornets and if you think you’ve 

spotted one, ( yellow legs are one of the 
giveaways) you can report this using 
the iPhone and Android app ‘Asian 
Hornet Watch’ or by using the online 
report form. Alternatively, you can 
email alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk. To 
enable positive identification please 
try to get a dead identifiable hornet or 
an identifiable photo of one. 

The AHAT Team 

http://link.membershipservices.org.uk/wf/click?upn=k6wFwJEVwie51JGSbOfs33EHhnotHhnaMCqbonXfSy2sBYqI0GGKWPQdBdPGzwouWkmBHTVt99MANC7FjoG0-2Bu9mConVADJ-2Bf9q9q97wvobrEv4UaYkPjb4HYTQBTyeMTscJm2xoI6doJEmrYwryBg-3D-3D_jspa9h-2BN3hG-2BpfR8LcqqxYCUMW2KTH8p5k6b6kw0fmi
http://link.membershipservices.org.uk/wf/click?upn=k6wFwJEVwie51JGSbOfs33EHhnotHhnaMCqbonXfSy2sBYqI0GGKWPQdBdPGzwouWkmBHTVt99MANC7FjoG0-2Bu9mConVADJ-2Bf9q9q97wvobrEv4UaYkPjb4HYTQBTyeMTscJm2xoI6doJEmrYwryBg-3D-3D_jspa9h-2BN3hG-2BpfR8LcqqxYCUMW2KTH8p5k6b6kw0fmi
http://link.membershipservices.org.uk/wf/click?upn=k6wFwJEVwie51JGSbOfs33EHhnotHhnaMCqbonXfSy2sBYqI0GGKWPQdBdPGzwouWkmBHTVt99MANC7FjoG0-2Bu9mConVADJ-2Bf9q9q97wvobrEv4UaYkPjb4HYTQBTyeMTscJm2xoI6doJEmrYwryBg-3D-3D_jspa9h-2BN3hG-2BpfR8LcqqxYCUMW2KTH8p5k6b6kw0fmi
http://link.membershipservices.org.uk/wf/click?upn=oGWhwxqKt68PcZ3elxYY7kYD5PWxX7cMqPBN6lLQv-2Fq7nWgfh6Nw6VFOEPPWnsVtiejGUiAXV3xbJ1X6-2Bi-2F-2FW-2BQxxaf7hp0mQ5vSMVwLdIU-3D_jspa9h-2BN3hG-2BpfR8LcqqxYCUMW2KTH8p5k6b6kw0fmif7OwrQf9GfZCv3GEjzQllM5H3u62QnK8BNlJogPE
http://link.membershipservices.org.uk/wf/click?upn=oGWhwxqKt68PcZ3elxYY7kYD5PWxX7cMqPBN6lLQv-2Fq7nWgfh6Nw6VFOEPPWnsVtiejGUiAXV3xbJ1X6-2Bi-2F-2FW-2BQxxaf7hp0mQ5vSMVwLdIU-3D_jspa9h-2BN3hG-2BpfR8LcqqxYCUMW2KTH8p5k6b6kw0fmif7OwrQf9GfZCv3GEjzQllM5H3u62QnK8BNlJogPE
mailto:alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk?subject=Asian%20Hornet%20Sighting
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CAVEAT EMPTOR 

Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any goods or ser-
vices advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the  website. Anyone purchasing bees or nu-
clei should satisfy themselves that they are disease free and that they are aware of the prove-
nance of any queens. 
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WBKA Committee 

President Peter Spencer 

T: 01926 856204 

Chairman David Blower 

T: 01608 685918 

E: chairman@wbka.org.uk 

Secretary Mike Blanco 

T: 01527 591855 

E: secretary@wbka.org.uk 

Treasurer Jan Willetts 

T: 0121 249 1965 

Examination Secretary Jane Medwell 

E: examsec@wbka.org.uk 

WB Editor Katerina Prokopiou 

E: wbeditor@wbka.org.uk 

Web Master Peter Barclay 

T: 02476 411275 

E: webmaster@wbka.org.uk 

Branch Secretaries 

Birmingham T: 07708 031926 E: bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk  

Coventry T: 02476 411275 E: cbka.secretary@wbka.org.uk  

Nuneaton T: 01827 880689 E: jandl.twidle@gmail.com 

Rugby T: 07486 508079 E: secretary@rugbybeekeepers.org 

Shipston T: 07506 086133   E: secretary.shipston@wbka.org.uk 

Solihull T: 0121 7041731 E: solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com 

Sutton Coldfield T: 0121 3549451 E: lisa@daymond-king.co.uk 

Warwick & Leamington T: 01926 316192  E: secretary@warleambees.org.uk 

Bee Inspectors 

Seasonal (Apr - Sept only) 

Colleen Reichling T: 07990 138898 

Gordon Bull T: 07747 010051 

Regional 

Colin Pavey T: 07775 119471 

BDI Representatives 

WBKA Representative 

Julian Routh T: 0121 3545956 

Director & Claims Manager 

Bernard Diaper T: 07711 456932 

Copy Date for August Issue 21 August 2019 


