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Letter from the Chairman 

D ear members, 

As May draws to a close I hope you are able to 

reflect on a successful start to the season. 

In my locality we have seen colony strength much better 

than in the same period last year and as a result, an increase in swarming 

incidents. Strong healthy colonies will want to swarm but last year many 

colonies were weakened by the long cold spring conditions and did not have 

the required vigour to create a new daughter colony. Thankfully that has been 

corrected this year and we are seeing new queens well mated and laying 

which suggests well fed queen cells and plenty of strong drones too. 

The other consequence of the strong start to the season has been the 

plentiful opportunities to practice which ever swarm control method you use. 

It is all good experience, and I hope that you and your bees are now looking 

forward to the main honey flow from the end of June. 

 

 Best Wishes, 
David Blower 

Cover photograph by David Blower 

Honeysuckle 



 

3 
 

ON-LINE AND IN COLOUR  

Log In at warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk to view this 

newsletter and many others 

Please contact your Branch Secretary to obtain the password 

Please Note 

Items appearing in WB 
are not necessarily the 
view of  either the 
editor or Warwickshire 
Beekeepers Association 

Editor’s 
Letter 

May had kicked off with a flurry of swarms with some 

branch swarm-lines constantly on the buzz! It is exciting to 

see the number of activities all the branches have been 

involved in and the interest of the public rising as 

environmental consciousness and love for nature becomes 

more embedded in everyone. 

With an incredible nectar flow in May and with many of the 

dependable forage plants blooming earlier than usual, we 

may find ourselves with an early and significant “June 

Gap”, and so we need to be vigilant, especially of the 

weaker colonies. 

Let’s hope the likes of Alan Titchmarch, Monty Don and 

David Attenborough have encouraged enough people to 

grow their wild gardens to support wildlife, and in 

extension, our bees. 

 

Katerina Prokopiou 

Do you have an 

idea,  story or 

wonderful 

photographs 

to share? 

 

Please share them 

with your Editor 

at 

wbeditor@wbka.

org.uk 

 

 

 

http://www.warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
mailto:wbeditor@wbka.org.uk?subject=Hey!%20I%20have%20something%20to%20share%20with%20WB
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What’s On 2019 

June 
  

1 Warwick Museum Volunteer 
Event, Warwick & Leamington 

Warwick Museum 

  

1 14:00 Weekly Apiary Meeting, 
Birmingham 

Every Saturday 
Highbury Park, 
Kings Heath 

  

2 
14:30 Chairman’s Afternoon, 
Solihull 

Solihull Branch Apiary, 
Ravenshaw 

  

4 
17:30 Weekly Apiary Meeting, 
Sutton Coldfield 

Every Tuesday 
Sutton Park Apiary 

 

 

5 
19:00 Weekly Apiary Meeting, 
Solihull 

Every Wednesday until August 
28th 
Solihull Branch Apiary, 
Ravenshaw 

 

 
6-9 RHS Chatsworth, Warwick & 

Leamington 

  

8 
Kenilworth Agricultural Show, 
Warwick & Leamington 

  

8 
14:00 Weekly Apiary Meeting, 
Birmingham 

Every Saturday 
Highbury Park, 
Kings Heath 

  

8 
Green Heart Festival, Birmingham 

Birmingham University, 
Winterbourne Gardens 
B15 2RT  

  

8 14:00-16:00 Apiary Meeting, 
Rugby 

Disease Inspection 
Branch Apiary 

  

9 11:00-16:00 Woodgate Valley 
Urban Farm Open Day, 
Birmingham 

Woodgate Valley Urban Farm 
B32 3DS  

  

15 
13:00-17:00 Dunchurch Fete, 
Rugby 

Branch Marquee and Information 
Stand 
Dunchurch Sports Field, 
Rugby Road 
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15 12:00-15:00 Lark in the Park, 
Birmingham 

Manor Farm Park, 
Bristol Road South, 
Northfield 
B31 2AB  

  

15 Bee Health Assessment, 
Warwick & Leamington 

Kings Hill Nurseries 

  
15/16 Leamington Peace Festival, 

Warwick & Leamington  

  

19 19:30 Branch Meeting, Rugby 

Friends Meeting House 

  

20 Branch Meeting, Sutton 
Coldfield 

‘Queen Rearing’ by Brian Durk 

Erdington Methodist Church 

  

23 Bee Health Assessment, 
Warwick & Leamington 

Kings Hill Nurseries 

 

 

July 

  

2 
17:30 Weekly Apiary Meeting, 
Sutton Coldfield 

Every Tuesday 
Sutton Park Apiary 

  

3 
19:00 Weekly Apiary Meeting, 
Solihull 

Every Wednesday until August 28th 
Solihull Branch Apiary, 
Ravenshaw 

  

6 
Thurlaston Fete, Rugby 

Branch Marquee and Information 
Stand 
Thurlaston Village 

  

7 
Wolston & Brandon Garden 
Walkabout, Rugby 

Branch Marquee and Information 
Stand 
Wolston & Brandon Village 

  

13 14:00-16:00 Apiary Meeting, 
Rugby 

Preparing for Extraction 
Branch Apiary 

  

17 Branch Bar Bee Q, Sutton 
Coldfield 

Sutton Park Apiary 
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All in a month 

COVENTRY & DISTRICT BRANCH 

www.covbeebranch.co.uk 

The last winter meeting of the Branch in 
April was ‘How to Make Wax Food 
wraps.’, which was well attended and 
extremely interesting. 

The first of our outdoor meetings was a 
Nosema Clinic, which was, 
unfortunately, poorly attended (only 1 
member with 2 samples). On the upside, 
both samples were free of Nosema, 
unlike those taken from the Branch 
colonies. Two branch nucs were not 
growing as expected and after 
sampling, were found to be heavily 
infected with Nosema. Both Nucs were 
destroyed and the equipment scorched; 
not a good start to the season. 

In May, the branch ran a Taster session 
at Ryton, which was well attended by 
paying members of the public. 
Thankfully, the weather was good and 
the bees well behaved. 

We also introduced the students of the 
Beginners Course to the apiary for some 
practical experience. Enthusiasm ran 
high with students keen to get more 
‘hands on’ experience with bees and 
also looking forward to getting their 
first Nuc of bees. 

Weekly inspections have now begun 
in earnest every Sunday at 3pm, 
unless notified otherwise. 

The weather has been great for the last 
2-3 weeks. Colonies have grown very 
quickly and there has been a nectar flow 
so supers are now ready for extraction. 

Some of the colonies have started 
swarm preparations; vigilance and 
swarm management manipulations are 
required, interesting experiences for 
the novice members. 

As we head into the ‘June Gap’ we need 
to make sure the strong colonies are 
looked after ensuring space and stores. 
For the weaker colonies, we need to ask 
’Why are they weak?’ and help them 
along. 

Dave Bonner 

BIRMINGHAM 

It has been a busy May with lots of calls 
for swarms although many have been 
bumble bees, my own bees swarming 
despite me thinking ‘I’ve cracked it’ 
when I have split one or two colonies 
but they proved me wrong. Still we 
know they don’t read the books we 
read! 

One of our events was a visit to 
Bournville Junior School who are keen 
to be environmentally friendly and have 
bug houses, pollinator friendly planting 
and a veg plot. One of their teachers 
enjoyed our honey show at Martineau 
Gardens last September and jumped at 

http://www.covbeebranch.co.uk
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the chance of a beekeeper visiting and 
talking about honey bees. 

Two members of the branch committee 

went along to entertain Year 5 (96 
children, yes 96 children all in one 
session!!) who were very well behaved. 

The audience was fantastic, amused by 
the demonstration of the waggle dance. 
After a lot of great questions, the 
children had the chance to try on bee 
suits, puff smokers, handle hive 
products and try some of the quizzes 
from the BBKA’s bees in the curriculum. 
But of course the highlight was the 
observation hive. The children were 
fascinated and very excited to see the 
queen and her court. 

One member who was a novice giving 
school talks said ‘I was surprised how 
easy it was to take live bees into school 
and luckily there were no mishaps! (yes 
we did have a risk assessment). The 
bees were safely back in their hive by 
lunchtime - not sure what they made of 
the outing... 

It was a fun morning and Year 5 seemed 
genuinely interested in bees and the 
plight of the honey bee. No doubt we 
will have extra visitors to the honey 
show in September! 

Jan Willetts 
Jane Nimmo  

RUGBY 

As we know, various diseases can result 
in loss of hives, and so it is so important 
to be aware of the fungal, bacterial and 

viral conditions that can be present in 
hives. 

As part of the branch disease awareness 
last month, a bee health day was ran, 
which enabled new beekeepers to view 
Nosema , pollen and bee parts through 
the scope and helped identity a few 
hives at risk . The teaching video 
running during the day was very useful 
and helped support the teaching 
session. 

Thank you to the experienced 
members who have helped support 
and mentor the new beekeepers, who 
offered apiary sessions, but also thank 
you to the hard work of those who 
have cleaned and tidied the branch 
apiary. 

Although many of us are finding the 
bees are preparing to swarm, the 
swarm-line has not been as busy to 
date! We would like to supply swarms 
to our new members but they need to 
first become available. 

The sustainable markets and events in 
Rugby have been a great way to help 
with the promotion of local beekeeping. 
The main fete was successfully held 
recently in Rugby with many members 
volunteering, kind weather and a very 
busy event. 

Gail Plester 

SOLIHULL 

Our summer meetings have now begun. 
The poor weather didn’t dampen our 
spirits or enthusiasm to catch up and 
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The month continued... 

swap stories about our colonies. Some 
of us have already collected swarms 
and others have witnessed their bees 
flying off! 

We had a superb demonstration by Jim 
Hamilton on how to house a swarm, 
which was collected earlier in the 
evening from our own apiary. It was 
quite spectacular to witness the swarm 
march into the nuc box and within 
minutes they orientated themselves up 
the slope and decided that this was 
going to be their new home. 

 

It was good to see so many new 
members and here is a little insight to 
the course they attended earlier this 
year: 

Introduction to Beekeeping 2019 

This course was held over an 8 week 
period and each week consisted of two 
sessions. Participants were given an 
introduction and instructions by a team 

of 7 beekeepers from Solihull and 
District Branch. 

Subjects covered over the weeks 
included: 

 The craft of beekeeping and its aims 

 The structure of a National Hive & 
basic manipulation 

 Essential beekeeping equipment 

 Colony organisation 

 Apiary management through the 
year 

 Healthy brood and disease 
recognition 

 Apiary hygiene 

 Forage plants and pollination 

 Bee stings 

 Swarm control 

 Setting up an apiary 

 Finding queens 

 Moving bees 

 Harvesting & processing honey 

19 individuals signed up for the course 
with an average of 14 attendances per 
week. A keen and enthusiastic group, 
they kept us on our toes with questions 
and comments throughout the 
sessions. 

Dorridge Methodist Church Hall 
provided a good venue, with easy 
access for our equipment and an 
excellent kitchen for refreshments; 
they did not however allow live bees on 
the premises! To compensate, we 
arranged a “Meet the Bees" practical 
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session at the 
Teaching Apiary on 
April 27th, which 
proved to be a very 
cold and windy 
afternoon; making 
it impossible to 
open hives or even 
light a smoker! 
Those hardy souls 
who braved the 
weather had a tour 
of our apiary and 
did some basic 
woodwork instead (as well as the 
customary tea and cake - mandatory at 
Solihull Teaching Apiary). 

Several participants are now regular 
attendees at our weekly meetings and 
will gradually put their theory into 
practice. 

My thanks go to Celia, Sarah, Barbara, 
Andrew, Mike and Stuart for their help, 
support and excellent presentations. 

Denise Grove 

SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR 

Our 'Second Monday' meeting was held 
on the 13th of May at The Cherrington 
Arms with a talk by David Blower on 
'Raising a few queens'. 

We discussed the many advantages of 
having spare mated queens available, 
including the need for young queens in 
colonies if we plan to move hives to 
heather in early August. Keeping our 
queens young is a form of swarm 

control, with swarming less likely to 
occur if the colony is led by the previous 
year's queen. 

Rearing queens is an important facet of 
basic beekeeping, yet, while there are 
80 or 90 ways of rearing queens, a 
reluctance to give it a go is cited by 
many as a reason for not attempting the 
BBKA General Husbandry assessment. 
Keeping good records and pictures, 
allowing for mishaps and a willingness 
to learn from our mistakes are 
important considerations when we do 
take on the challenge of rearing our 
own queens. 

David discussed a simple way of 
engaging in small scale queen rearing, 
i.e. a vertical split as described by 
Hooper. An important criterion here is a 
double brood chamber, and ideally this 
is started in early April, supers added in 
early May and the split itself (with all 
unsealed brood and a frame of pollen 
added to the top box, and two supers 
and a QE separating the top box and 
bottom box, which contains the queen 
and sealed brood) taking place in late 
May. Little pheromone in the top box 
will lead to the development of queen 
cells on frames which can then be 
moved into nucs after 10 days. A 
modified Demaree (although Hooper 
doesn't use the word, the method 
described is essentially a Demaree) is to 
replace the QE with a split board to 
prevent any pheromone exchange 
between the two brood boxes. 

The Ben Harden method was also 

1st  practical session 
– How to assemble a 
brood box 
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The month continued... 

discussed, whereby 'fat dummies' are 
used to increase congestion in the 
upper box if the colony isn't strong 
enough for a double brood. The 
conversation moved on to consider the 
characteristics to select for when 
choosing which queen to rear from, 
with temperament and honey yield 
being the two most important 
characteristics with other traits, such as 
health and lack of swarm tendency, 
being implicit in temperament and 
productivity. Objective measurement of 
a queen's characteristics is essential, 
which means that record keeping is a 
must. 

Thank you to David for a fascinating 
talk! 

James Taylor 

WARWICK & LEAMINGTON 

Our Training Apiary team have really 
got their act together. Establishing the 
Kings Hill Nurseries’ apiary at only the 
turn of the year, followed by a major re-
stocking exercise, they have managed 
to service the demands of branch 
activities through the splendid support 
of members, the organisation of which 
was no mean feat in itself. They have 
taken providing hands-on days for our 
Introductory Course and Taster Days, a 
hive building workshop, our weekly 
training sessions for new and 
established beekeepers, populating up 
to 3 observation hives for events held 

on the same day, hosting Basic and Bee 
Heath assessments and providing bees 
for our bee handling demonstrations, 
all in their stride. What a team! 

Our Taster Day, held at the beginning of 
May using the Kings Hill conference 
facilities, was over-subscribed and we 
had to close the booking two weeks 
before the event and establish a 
waiting list. After a morning of 
presentations, including some from our 
newer members, the 23 “wannabees” 
donned bee suits and were treated to a 
hands-on bee experience at the Branch 
Apiary. It went very well, with 3 
attendees joining the branch and 17 
confirming their interest in attending 
next year’s introductory course. 
Seemingly, there is no decline  in the 
popularity of our craft; some delegates 
had even arrived from outside 
Warwickshire! 

Our display season is building up to 
fever pitch at the beginning of June. It 
started in May with 3 events on the 
same day on each of two consecutive 
weekends. This tested our physical and 
organisational resources, not to 
mention our steward’s endurance. 

£1,000 taken as hive product sales is 
testament to the success of the Ecofest 
event held in the Pump Room Gardens 
in Leamington Spa. Riding on the back 
of “Extinction Rebellion” to some 
extent, this new event was 
unexpectedly popular. Our 
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unsuspecting, yet admirable team 
worked their socks off as you may 
imagine. All but one of the other events 
lived up to, or exceeded expectations 
with Napton Cidery Open Day proving 
particularly popular with both the public 
and our stewards! 

The season continues towards our 
major events of the year with Kings Hill 
Nurseries Open Day, - a “thank you” for 
the fantastic cooperation we have 
received, the Kenilworth Show and the 
Leamington Peace Festival. A major 
concern is that honey supplies are 
drying up as last year’s crop is being 
sold, so extracting this year’s spring 
crop is a priority. Thankfully our 
extraction unit is fully operational. 

So, what with swarm control/collection, 
we are in for a beezy, beezy time and 
are really looking forward to relaxing at 
our summer barbecue once things 
quieten down a little. We wish! 

Bernard Brown 

SUTTON COLDFIELD & NORTH 
BIRTMINGHAM 

John, a beekeeper of many years 
became interested in propolis and its 

collection after seeing an advert from 
Russia and its demand for propolis. The 
Russians wanted propolis for burn 
dressings and they were willing to pay 
½ a crown for 1 oz of propolis free from 
wood and debris. This was something 
John thought his children would be 
interested in and could collect. 

Later, John’s neighbour, a doctor, 
would help to examine over 500 
Egyptian prescriptions, that were found 
in tombs. They soon discovered that 100 
of them used honey and beeswax as a 
medication. This has all led to John’s 
almost lifelong fascination with 
propolis. 

John had informed us ahead of time, 
that he would be making a propolis 
lozenge and a tincture. He had 
suggested members bring in some 
propolis with them and a screw on jar 
for this demonstration.  

The lozenge was simple to make - he 
took a small piece of propolis and 
warmed it within his fingers to form a 
small sausage- shaped lozenge. He then 
swallowed it to prove that propolis was 
safe for humans, something already 
evident by its use in medicines for 
thousands of years. 

The Tincture was a little more 
(chemically) difficult: a 50% Propolis and 
50% IPA solution or an 50%Ethyl alcohol 
(E1520). We shall have to wait for our 
tincture as it will take 6 months to 
separate the propolis from the wax and 
for the concoction to be ready. Over 
time the wax will separate from the 

‘Propolis’ 

By John Charlton 

19th May 2019 
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propolis which allows one to siphon off 
the propolis into another container 
with the possibility to reuse the wax, 
perhaps even trade it in, over time. 

To spare us the wait, John presented  
tincture samples he had made earlier. 
The tincture can be used on various 
ailments, cut, sores, burns, sore 
throats, verrucas, the list goes on. It 
smells of wax and leaves a shiny film on 
your hand. I had some on the back of 
my hand and I had to allow the alcohol 
to evaporate. I would imagine that on a 
cut it would be painful because of the 
alcohol. 

John told us that propolis solutions can 
sell for over £10 for a small vile. But 
getting a product to market for 
medicinal purposes was a long, 
expensive and complicated process. 
One of the hurdles was proving that the 
propolis is uniform which is very 
difficult, especially as the bees don’t 
collect propolis from a single source. 

John explained that bees collect 
propolis from various plants, trees like 
poplar trees and sticky buds, willow and 
cherry and then bring this sticky 
substance back to the hive where it’s 
used. It takes its toll on the forager and 
it is difficult for the collecting bee to 
remove the propolis from the pollen 
basket so needs help from fellow 
workers. Propolis is removed from the 
forager and used where needed within 
the hive by the bees, it is not stored or 

unloaded like nectar and pollen. He told 
us not to encourage the bees to 
produce extra propolis but gave 
methods (leaving gaps) and mentioned 
tools (Screens) that do encourage bees 
to produce more propolis. 

John discussed how not all bees collect 
propolis and how some species were 
prolific in the collection of propolis 
sticking everything down and securing 
the hive. Propolis being a natural anti-
bacterial, anti-fungus chemical that is 
found protecting the colony from 
bacteria and fungus that without it 
would kill off most things living with a 
dark, damp humid places like a bee 
hive.   Some foreign bees like Apis 
Cerana don’t produce propolis but 
rather leave the wax comb and move 
on when the comb is getting dirty and 
old. 

John gave an interesting talk about 
propolis, leaving me a desire to learn 
more, on this substance that some 
beekeepers find a messy nuisance. 

Jitesh Patel 

The month continued... 

Lavender 
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Honey  Alchemy - Loukoumades 
A crowd-pleasing dessert with a difference, works well as buffet food along 
with chunks of fresh fruit and Greek yoghurt 

SERVES 6 PREP 10 mins + rising time 

COOK 10 mins EASY 

INGREDIENTS 
175g plain flour 
2 tbs honey 
zest of 1 orange , finely grated 
1 tsp fast action yeast 
Pinch of salt 
150 ml warm water 
oil for deep frying 
1 tsp cinnamon 
100g caster sugar 
liquid honey to drizzle 

METHOD 

1. Put the flour, sugar orange zest and yeast in a bowl with a pinch of salt and stir in 
the warm water. Keep stirring until you have a runny, sticky dough. Cover and 
leave to rise until doubled in size. This will take at least an hour, or longer if your 
kitchen is cool. (or you could let rise overnight in the fridge) 

2. Scoop your dough into a plastic zip lock bag. Heat the oil in a large saucepan, 
ensuring it is no more than 1/3 full. Heat to 375°F (190°C) until a pinch of flour will 
sizzle vigorously. Lay some kitchen paper on a tray (ready to drain them) and mix 
the cinnamon and sugar together in a large bowl. Transfer to a plate to serve. 

3. When the oil is ready, snip a corner off the bag so you can squeeze out blobs of 
dough (no bigger than walnuts) straight into the oil. Do this carefully so you don’t 
splash yourself. Cook the doughnuts in batches, turning them over until a deep 
golden brown. Lift them out with a slotted spoon, tip them onto the paper to 
drain briefly and then toss into the sugar. Repeat with the remaining dough.  

4. When all the doughnuts are cooked and sugared , transfer to a serving dish and 
drizzle some more honey over the top.  

Great fun served on the end of fruit kebabs at your next BBQ  

Enjoy, Mandy x 

EDITOR’S TIP: Major festivals in Cyprus (like the Wine Festival in September) 
always have loukoumades served, dipped in runny honey for extra yumminess! 
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Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper 

I t's been a busy and eventful 
month from a beekeeping 

perspective. Mistakes have 
been made, many different 
lessons learned and some early 
positive outcomes have been 
achieved. 

The colony that died of 
isolation starvation was 
replaced by an early swarm 
(queenless) and the strong 
overwintered colony had 
completely filled up the brood 
box. I added two supers to the 
large colony and also took two 
brood frames and placed them 
with the swarm to encourage 
them to build a new queen. I 
was thinking that ought to 
keep the large colony busy and 
it would manage the issue of 
lack of space. I knew I wouldn't 
be able to inspect the colony 
the following weekend as I had 
an overseas company visiting. 

Unfortunately, the poor 
weather that followed added 
more delay. By the time I 
completed my next inspection, 
the large colony had not only 
filled one super (& built up all 
that comb) but they'd also built 
a lot of queen  cells! I counted 9 
capped queen cells in total, 
even more in various stages!! 
Clearly the earlier measures to 

pre-empt swarming hadn't 
worked. After my panic 
subsided, I decided to make 
three splits from the one 
colony as it seemed to make 
sense to minimize the loss of 
bees overall and provide a back 
up in case any of the new 
queens failed. I also removed 
the uncapped cells. 

When inspecting the new 
swarm, there was evidence of a 
queen having emerged but that 
was all. She could still be on her 
mating flights and I needed to 
be patient. Inspection the 
following week showed 
nothing from the new queen 
and I was starting to feel like a 
failure as a beekeeper. 

Finally, the last inspection 
showed all colonies have 
successfully mated queens and 
are expanding! Now I have too 
many colonies and not enough 
hives! 

Anyone interested in a Nuc 
with a 2019 queen from a very 
productive colony? 

Just after the large colony 
swarmed with approx. 1/6 of 
the bees, a colleague 
recommended I remove the 
two supers. I used clearer 
boards with a rhombus which 
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worked really well, just a few drones 
remained who were too big to get 
out.  I learned how to uncap the super 
frames and observed the extraction via 
radial extractor. In the end, approx. 15 
lbs of honey was extracted! I was really 
quite chuffed and rather proud of the 
bees. After bringing the bucket of 
honey home my neighbour and I did a 
taste test to compare my bees’ honey 
with a generic supermarket brand 
honey...no comparison, my bees honey 
was by far the winner! I have since 
filtered the honey at home and now 
need to put it in jars. 

Other learning opportunities this 
month include assisting in the 
collection of a swarm, seeing varroa 
wing deformity, and wax moth larvae 
including how to bring out the larvae 
from the combs.  

Some good news: I got a letter in the 
post from the allergy clinic in 
Birmingham offering an appointment in 
mid June! (The appointment details 
state: "please bring any samples of the 
offending substance you may be 
allergic to". I somehow doubt it would 
go over well if I showed up with a 
sample of live bees!) I'm looking 
forward to receiving some clarification. 
I'm remaining optimistic. If it is 
reasonably good news or better, I may 
think about buying another hive! 

Denali Enns 

#swarm 
Warwickshire Beekeeper 

ccollins Have any other bee keepers found a 

swarm in intriguing places? @John Mellor 
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National Honey Show 2019 
Thursday 24th to Saturday 26th October 2019 
Sandown Park, Esher 

The lecture programme is now complete, subject to last minute contingencies, so do 
check lectures and times on the day. Topics planned for this year’s lectures include: 

• Ralph Büchler on varroa resistance, varroa sustainable management, 
environmental adaptation and selection and the link of honeybee complex 
biology to its health 

•  John Donoghue on managing bees for honey crop 

• Mary Montaut on bees and plants 

• Shona Blair on honey against superbugs 

• John Chambers on basic honey bee genetics 

• And many more... 

We usually have activities for children including quizzes, candle rolling, drawing and 
colouring activities, with Saturday our main day for children’s activities. 

The International Centre for Young Beekeepers has also organised a meeting. This 
meeting is designed for participants aged 12 to 17 to compare knowledge and skills, 
and find out more about other countries and cultures. For more information, visit 
the International Meeting of Young Beekeepers website http://icyb.cz/. 

We also have 3 new entry classes for 2019: 

• Braggot (in the beer section). 2 bottles, minimum 330ml, not commercially 
available. Honey must be an ingredient. 

• Branch or Association Newsletter. Three latest editions of a branch or 
association newsletter, to be submitted in electronic format. 

• Beeswax Wrap, two matching pieces. Each 30cm square. One piece will be used 
to wrap a food item which will be supplied by the Show on Wednesday. Exhibits 
must therefore be entered on the Wednesday. 

Please contact us at publicity@honeyshow.co.uk for any requests on printed leaflets 
to be distributed locally and at shows. Please include leaflet type (usual and/or for 
young beekeepers), number required and posting address. 

Digital copies can be found at http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/publicity.php  

The lecture programme can 
be found at: 

http://
www.honeyshow.co.uk/
lectures-and-
workshops.php 

The younger generation are the future, for beekeeping as well as all else, and we 
love to encourage the them to take part in all our beekeeping events. 

http://icyb.cz/
mailto:publicity@honeyshow.co.uk?subject=Request%20for%20National%20Honey%20Show%20Leaflets
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/publicity.php
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php
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CAVEAT EMPTOR 

Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any goods or 
services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the  website. Anyone purchasing 
bees or nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are disease free and that they are 
aware of the provenance of any queens.  
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WBKA Committee 

President Peter Spencer 

T: 01926 856204 

Chairman David Blower 

T: 01608 685918 

E: chairman@wbka.org.uk 

Secretary Mike Blanco 

T: 01527 591855 

E: secretary@wbka.org.uk 

Treasurer Jan Willetts 

T: 0121 249 1965 

Examination Secretary Jane Medwell 

E: examsec@wbka.org.uk 

WB Editor Katerina Prokopiou 

E: wbeditor@wbka.org.uk 

Web Master Peter Barclay 

T: 02476 411275 

E: webmaster@wbka.org.uk 

Branch Secretaries 

Birmingham T: 07708 031926 E: bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk  

Coventry T: 02476 411275 E: cbka.secretary@wbka.org.uk  

Nuneaton T: 01827 880689 E: jandl.twidle@gmail.com 

Rugby T: 07486 508079 E: secretary@rugbybeekeepers.org 

Shipston T: 07837 744791  E: secretary@sbka.org.uk 

Solihull T: 0121 7041731 E: solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com 

Sutton Coldfield T: 0121 3549451 E: lisa@daymond-king.co.uk 

Warwick & Leamington T: 01926 316192  E: secretary@warleambees.org.uk 

Bee Inspectors 

Seasonal (Apr - Sept only) 

Colleen Reichling T: 07990 138898 

Gordon Bull T: 07747 010051 

Regional 

Colin Pavey T: 07775 119471 

BDI Representatives 

WBKA Representative 

Julian Routh T: 0121 3545956 

Director & Claims Manager 

Bernard Diaper T: 07711 456932 

Copy Date for June Issue 23 June 2019 


