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Letter from the Chairman 

D ear members, 

Thank you to those of you who made it to our 

recent AGM. I am sorry that at the time of the meeting 

we had no nominations for the post of Chair Elect. 

The good news is that, since the AGM, Sam Peckett (from the Rugby branch) 

has come forward, the Trustees have accepted and she has now been co-

opted into the post for the remainder of this year. At next year’s AGM she will 

be officially nominated as Chair. I would like to thank Sam on behalf of all 

members for offering to Chair our organisation, and I am especially pleased to 

be handing over to her, as Sam has many years of experience as a Trustee and 

will ensure continuity of our mission.  

 Best Wishes, 
David Blower 

Cover by UK illustrator, Catherine Pape  

Columbine 
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ON-LINE AND IN COLOUR  

Log In at warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk to view this 

newsletter and many others 

Please contact your Branch Secretary to obtain the password 

Please Note 

Items appearing in WB 
are not necessarily the 
view of  either the 
editor or Warwickshire 
Beekeepers Association 

Editor’s 
Letter 

Happy Easter to all! I hope you have enjoyed the holidays, 

especially as we were blessed with some sunshine and 

warmth during the weekend. 

My Easter ended on a high, collecting a swarm and finding 

it a home within the same day. This was my first real call 

that our hibernation period is over and we, the 

beekeepers, need to be on our feet ready for action. 

Remember to inform BBKA of any colony losses over the 

winter period, and to get your swarm hat back on to avoid 

additional losses! 

Some of you, like me may be preparing for additional 

modules or certification, Good Luck! And for those 

preparing for the volunteering events ahead, Thank You 

and Enjoy! 

 

Katerina Prokopiou 

Do you have an 

idea,  story or 

wonderful 

photographs 

to share? 

 

Please share them 

with your Editor 

at 

wbeditor@wbka.

org.uk 
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What’s On 2019 

May 
  

� ��:�� Summer Meetings, Solihull 
Every Wednesday until August 
-.th, Summer Meetings held at: 
Solihull Branch Apiary, 
Ravenshaw 

  

� 
Ecofest, Warwick & Leamington 

  

# 
��:��-�%:�� Rugby Spring Fair, 
Rugby 

Branch Marquee and Information 
Stand 
Whitehall Recreation Ground  

 

 

% 
�%:)� Weekly Apiary Meeting, 
Sutton Coldfield 

Every Tuesday 
Sutton Park Apiary 

 

 

�� 
Whitnas Fayre, Warwick & 
Leamington 

  

�� 
Mollington village Fete, Warwick 
& Leamington 

  

�. 
Beekeeping Taster Session (Non 
Beekeepers), Coventry 

Tickets Required 
Garden Organic, Wolston Lane, 
Ryton-On-Dunsmore, Coventry, 
Warwickshire CVB CLG 

  
�# Branch Meeting, Sutton Coldfield 

“Propolis” by John Charlton 

Erdington Methodist Church 

  
�4 Apiary Meeting, Rugby 

Rugby Branch Apiary 

  

�4 Napton Cidery Open Day, 
Warwick & Leamington 

  

�� Training Apiary Visit, Coventry 

Apiary visit by the Students of the 
Beginners Beekeeping Course 

Garden Organic, Wolston Lane, 
Ryton-On-Dunsmore, Coventry, 
Warwickshire CVB CLG.  
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June 

  

. 
�9:)� Chairman’s Afternoon, 
Solihull 

Solihull Branch Apiary, 
Ravenshaw 

  

� 
Warwick Museum Volunteer 
Event, Warwick & Leamingtons 

  

9 �%:)� Weekly Apiary Meeting, 
Sutton Coldfield 

Every Tuesday 
Sutton Park Apiary 

  

#-� 
RHS Chatsworth, Warwick & 
Leamington 

  

4 Kenilworth Agricultural Show, 
Warwick & Leamington 

  

� Bee Health Assessment, Warwick 
& Leamington 

  

�� �):��-�%:�� Dunchurch Fete, 
Rugby 

  
��/
�# 

Leamington Peace Festival, 
Warwick & Leamington  

  

.� Branch Meeting, Sutton 
Coldfield 

“Queen Rearing” by Brian Durk 

Erdington Methodist Church 

  
../

.) 

Bee Health Assessment, Warwick 
& Leamington 

  

.# Kings Hill Nursery Open Day, 
Warwick & Leamington 

Kings Hill Nursery 

 

 

.� World Bee Day 

  

�� Bee Health Assessment, Warwick 
& Leamington 
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All in a month 

RUGBY 

It was good to see Rugby members 
attending the WBKA AGM, the TradeX 
with their interesting talks and The 
Convention at Harper Adams. It is so 
important for us all to increase our 
knowledge of beekeeping and keep 
updated as much as possible via the 
various mediums. The convention did 
not disappoint this year, there were 
practical interactive sessions, formal 
lectures, and more relaxed talks 
available over the three days to suit 
all interests, from intense queen 
grafting and module sessions to more 
relaxed candle making, it is certainly 
worth a visit if you have not attended 
in the past. 

We were treated recently at our 
monthly meeting, to David Blower’s 
talk about Queen rearing for small 
scale Beekeepers. David made the 
whole process appear uncomplicated 
and straightforward, he instructed us 
on how easy it would be to raise our 
own hand picked quality Queens for 
rearing, and the numerous reasons 
for doing so. 

Thus, I believe a number of members 
intend to attempt Queen rearing this 
year, good luck,  please report back 
with your outcome! 

The apiary visits and teaching sessions 
have started for the new and less 
experienced Beekeepers, at the 
Rugby Branch and by individual 
members offering to open their hives. 
Please visit the sessions if you can, to 
increase your knowledge and 
confidence in handling your bees. 

Gail Plester 

SOLIHULL 

It’s been a busy month for us, as well 
as for our bees bringing in a variety of 
pollen grains and in some cases 
building queen cells! The apiary team 
have worked hard to prepare for the 
forthcoming season. 

Our summer meetings commence this 
month where new and more 
experienced beekeepers can share 
their knowledge and expertise. 
Meetings are held at the Branch 
Apiary, Ravenshaw, with the first one 
being on Wednesday May Kst *.((pm 
where beginners to woodwork can 
bring along their equipment and 
Andrew will provide specific 
demonstrations. 

Thank you to Nicola for organising the 
Nosema clinic. It was good to see that 
so many members had taken the 
opportunity to have their sample of 
bees analysed and followed it up with 
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the appropriate action. 

It was a pleasure to see our members 
at the BBKA Spring Convention, as it 
was an ideal opportunity to gain more 
knowledge and practical experience 
through the variety of workshops and 
lectures. 

Congratulations to Shelia Vanhouse, 
Andrew Heath and Sarah Heath upon 
achieving commendable results in 
Module ) (Honeybee Products and 
Forage). 

Channy Collins 

SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR 

On Monday Bth April the Shipston 
Branch held our monthly branch 
meeting in the Cherrington Arms. The 
meeting was informal, with discussion 
themed on swarm prevention and 
control. In particular the merits of 
performing a shook swarm in late 

May / early April were discussed, with 
the added advantage of aiding Varroa 
control by either a timely Oxalic Acid 
treatment or by leaving in a frame of 
unsealed brood which is taken out 
when sealed. The merits of the 
Demaree swarm prevention method 
were also considered. 

James Taylor 

WARWICK & LEAMINGTON 

The Warwick and Leamington Branch 
have recruited one of our new 
members to become our External 
Talks Coordinator. Paresh Pankhania 
has volunteered to take on this role to 
meet the ever-growing demand from 
schools and community groups in the 
area for presentations on both bees 
and beekeeping. He currently has KO 
members as presenters and a library 
of C(+ presentations to draw on to 
meet the demand. In addition, we 
currently have bookings for K) 
displays at events within the area (is 
there time for beekeeping?) over the 
summer. We’re going to be busy! 

Following the move of the training 
apiary from Stoneleigh (BBKA) to 
Kings Hill Nursery a “Hands On” day 
was held for )+ prospective new 
beekeepers. This is the follow-on from 
our “Introduction to Beekeeping” and 
our “Hive Building” earlier in the year. 
The first apiary training session for 
new beekeepers (about )B individuals 

Members assessing their samples for 

Nosema spores 
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The month continued... 

have signed up) started on 
Wednesday K*th April and are 
planned to run weekly throughout 
the season. For the more experienced 
the “Towards the Basic” training was 
completed during the month and our 
Bee Health group had its first session 
by “Meeting the Bee Inspector”; not 
such a fearsome prospect. In addition, 
a group of members went to the 
BBKA Spring Convention for the 
excellent lectures, workshops and, 
dare I say it, the Trade Fair. 

We are all now looking forward to the 
forecast + weeks of Mediterranean 
weather and making up for lost time 
as a result of the resent cold spell. 

Chris Cox 

SUTTON COLDFIELD & NORTH 
BIRTMINGHAM 

Ron gave the Sutton Coldfield 
members a talk on Bumble bees and 
The Bumble Bee Conservation Trust. 
The talk was titled, “The plight of the 

Bumblebee”. 

Ron talked about the various bees we 
have in the United Kingdom and 
about bee diversity, including how 
some bumble bees nest under the 
ground, while others prefer ground 
level or even higher up.  

Ron’s passion for the bumblebee was 
evident from his talk and impressive 
collection of photographs, many of 
which he had personally taken. 
Sharing with us his experience, 
knowledge of bumblebees across the 
UK and where to find them, and his 
work on improving and building 
habitats that will benefit bumblebees 
was truly inspirational. I highly 
recommend his talk to other 
associations. 

He also showed us numerous pictures 
of various mining bees, hairless bees,  
as well as mentioning the * genus 
that can be found totalling )'* social/
solitary bees that are found in our 
country. 

He explained how to identify male 
and females of different species by 
their eyes (e.g. connected eyes = 
males, unconnected eyes = females) 
and identifiable hair patterns (males 
having moustaches…?!). We then 
discussed the life cycles of bumble 
bees: from queen hibernation and 
emergence to locating and building a 

Ron Rock from 
the Bumblebee 
Conservation 
Trust 
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new home, to bee bread and nectar 
stored for young bees. Similar to 
honeybees, they first rear workers, 
with queens and drones coming later 
in the season. However, unlike honey 
bees, colonies can vary from C( to O(( 
workers at most. Interestingly, some 
species of bumblebee only have 
workers and drones, no queen—these 
tended to be solitary bees. 

Ron explained how bumble bees, 
similarly to honeybees, disengage 
wings in winter  and use flight muscles 
to build up heat, while in warmer 
weather (C)/CC°C body temperature) 
they flap their wings )((-)C( times/
second to gain flight. Together with 
their hairy outer coat, this ability 
means they can fly in low 
temperatures visiting flowers prior to 
other bees. 

The population of bumblebees has 
declined by *(% due in part to the 
changing landscape, chemicals and 
climate change. 

What can we do to help? Plant 
(Bumble) Bee friendly plants, and Ron 
gave us a large list!  

For more information you should visit 
the  Bumblebee Conservation Trust at 
https://
www.bumblebeeconservation.org/. 

Jitesh Patel 

Warwickshire Beekeeper 

Morrisons in Sheldon 

Warwickshire Beekeeper 

Residential in Leamington Spa 

#swarm 

wbeditor Your Editor collected this one on 

Easter Monday! 

ccollins John Mellor from the Rugby 

branch collected this one on 19th April! 

wbeditor Send us your #swarm photos to 

be featured! 
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Tropilaelaps 

Kay and I went to the BBKA Spring 
Convention – and on the Friday evening 
attended the lecture “Tropilaelaps mites: 
A fate worse than varroa” by Samuel 
Ramsey. (Samuel is the guy who spotted 
that varroa mites feed on the bee’s fat 
bodies, not their haemolymph) It was a 
very interesting lecture. 

Samuel told how he had been working on 
his PhD on varroa mites when he was 
invited to go to Thailand. When he arrived 
he was invited to look at the Tropilaelaps 
mites and he said that first he ought to 
look at some varroa, but they said that 
they didn’t have any. He was puzzled – 
everyone knew that Asia was where 
varroa originated. They said that they 
hadn’t had varroa since Tropilaelaps had 
arrived. 

He showed us a map showing the 
distribution of Tropilaelaps – basically all 
of China and all the way south, but not 
including Australia. 

Tropilaelaps have transferred from Apis 
Dorsata (the Giant Honey Bee) to Apis 
Mellifera and have some similarities in 
their life cycle to the varroa mite. Like the 
varroa, they reproduce in the cell, feeding 
on the developing lava/pupa. However, 
the males can leave the cell to mate with 
other females – so, whereas the varroa 
mites are very inbred, there is much more 
opportunity for genetic diversity with the 
Tropilaelaps – which could lead to much 
greater resistance to treatments. 
Whereas the varroa mite spends about a 
week mooching about the hive before 

nipping into a cell to reproduce, the 
Tropilaelaps is back in the cell after just a 
few hours. This knowledge has led to the 
belief that Tropilaelaps cannot survive in 
colonies which are subject to a broodless 
period. However, Samuel referred back to 
his distribution map showing that they 
are able to live in northern China (next 
door to Siberia) where the bees 
presumably do have times without brood. 

There is a lot we don’t know about 
Tropilaelaps – like what will kill them. In 
Thailand, they attempt to control the 
mites by splitting colonies to make them 
temporarily broodless – but this does 
nothing to aid honey production. Since 
the mites spend so little time ‘in the 
open’, miticides such as Thymol have very 
little time to work – maybe MAQS would 
work since the Formic Acid penetrates 
the cell capping, but what would be the 
correct dose to be effective? 

So, the good news is that if you have 
Tropilaelaps you don’t have varroa. The 
bad news is that Tropilaelaps is worse. 

Ian Davidson 

Tropilaelaps mite (Beebase website) 
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Bees survive Notre Dame fire after 
getting ‘drunk on smoke’ 

Thousands of insects on cathedral's roof emerged unscathed from inferno, confounding 
beekeepers who feared they had perished. Hundreds of thousands of bees that live in 
Notre Dame’s roof survived the raging fire – to the relief of beekeepers who presumed 
them dead. 

Hunkered down in their hives, protecting the queen, the roughly 180,000 bees emerged 
unscathed from the inferno that tore through the Paris landmark. 

“It’s a big day,” said Notre Dame beekeeper 
Nicolas Geant. “I am so relieved.  

I saw satellite photos that showed the three hives 
didn’t burn. “Instead of killing them, the CO2 
[from smoke] makes them drunk, puts them to 
sleep,” he said. 

Mr Geant has overseen the insects since 2013, 
when the hives were installed on the wooden 
roof the stone sacristy at the south of the 
cathedral. Notre Dame’s smallest residents 
moved in as part of a Paris-wide initiative to boost 
declining bee numbers. Hives were also introduced above Paris’s gilded Opera Bastille. 

The cathedral’s hives were lower than Notre Dame’s main roof and the 19th-century 
spire that burned and collapsed during Monday evening’s fire. 

Bees do not have lungs so they cannot die from smoke inhalation – but they can 
succumb to excessive heat. European bees, unlike some other bee species, do not 
abandon their hives when facing danger. 

If the wax that protects their hive melts, the bees inside simply die, Mr Geant explained. 

Smoke, on the other hand, is innocuous. 
Beekeepers regularly smoke out the hives to 
sedate the colony whenever they need access 
inside. The hives produce around 75kg of honey 
annually, which is sold to Notre Dame employees. 

 “When bees sense fire, they gorge themselves on 
honey and stay to protect their queen, who 
doesn’t move,” Mr Geant said. “I saw how big the 
flames were, so I immediately thought it was 
going to kill the bees. Even though they were 
30m lower than the top roof, the wax in the hives 
melts at 63C.” 

David Richards 

Taken from the online article of the 

Independent  
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Honey  Alchemy 
Flaked Salmon Salad with Honey Dressing 

 

SERVES . PREP �� mins 

COOK No cook EASY 

FOR THE CAKE 

2 generous handfuls baby salad 
leaves, rocket or lamb's lettuce 
140g sugar snap peas 
1 avocado, stoned, peeled and 
diced 
2 cooked salmon fillets, flaked, 
skin removed 
small handful coriander, finely 
chopped 

FOR THE DRESSING 

½ tsp clear honey 
1 tbsp boiling (or very hot) water 
2 tsp cider vinegar 
1 tsp tamari or soy sauce 
1 tbsp mirin (use Sherry or sweet 
Marsala wine if you don't have 
mirin) 

METHOD 

�. For the dressing, put the honey and hot water in a jar, and shake vigorously to 
loosen the honey. Add the other dressing ingredients and mix well. 

.. Put the salad leaves, sugar snap peas and avocado in a large bowl, or plastic 
container for your packed lunch, and mix together. Scatter the salmon and 
the coriander on top. Serve directly from the bowl with the dressing on the 
side. 

). Transfer to a plate to serve. 

Enjoy, Denise x 
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Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper 

I t’s an early season of 
extremes in my small 

apiary. The weaker colony 
died of isolation starvation in 
early April. As it’s my first full 
season of beekeeping, it’s 
the first time I’ve actually 
seen & experienced isolation 
starvation versus reading 
about it in books. I must 
admit I find it baffling. That 
colony had good stores and 
it had being fed fondant 
since February. (This was the 
colony that robbed out my 
small third colony in Sept) 

The strong colony continues 
to do very well and I now 
have two supers on it to 
keep them busy & hopefully 
prevent them from 
swarming. On inspection 
two weeks ago, I finally saw 
the queen and was able to 

mark her! (I was unable to 
find her last summer). This 
was very satisfying as I was 
starting to feel like a failure 
for not being able to find the 
queen even though she was 
clearly present.  

I’ve still not heard anything 
from the allergy clinics about 
an appointment. Waiting… 
Very frustrating! 

Denali Enns 

Allium 
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On Wednesday 89th April the branch welcomed new members into the first weekly apiary 
session of the season. This was only possible thanks to a considerable amount of work 
completed many of the members in moving our training activities from the BBKA Apiary at 
Stoneleigh to a new site, Kings Hill Nursery. Kings Hill Nursery is itself a charity which 
supports people with learning difficulties in the Coventry area and where we now hold the 
majority of our branch meetings. We would like to share key snippets of the day with 
everyone  :) 

 

Inside Warwick and Leamington Beekeepers 
First of the season’ weekly apiary sessions 

THE BRIEFING by David Philips, 

Branch Apiary Manager 

A warm welcome and firm set out of  

safety and bee hygiene protocols 

THE TRAINING by Jane Medwell, Maggie 

Curley, Barry Meatyard, Nicki Maritz and 

Richard Mourtney  

Each trainer was allocated a group of 2-3 

new beekeepers. Note the fluorescent 

armbands as identification aids (everyone 

looks the same with a beekeeper suit on!) 
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The evening flew by and all present were very pleased with the outcome of the move to our 
new home and were able to compare notes on the evening in the adjoining facilities of Kings 
Hill. A great start to the season and a welcoming start for our new beekeepers. 

Chris Cox, Warwick & Leamington 

THE EQUIPPING by Steve Pointer, 

Apiary Quartermaster 

Operating from his resplendent shed, he 

was in charge of providing all beekeeping 

necessities (smokers, tools, etc.) 

including the register. 

THE EXPERIENCE included lighting a smoker (and 

keeping it alight!) , transferring bees from Nucs to hives and 

a lot of hands on first inspections of the season 
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NATIONAL NUCS FOR SALE 

Good overwintered 5 frame 
national nucs for sale £130 

Ready from mid April as 
weather warms up. 

For more information, please 
contact: 

Nigel Coad, Leamington Spa 

E-mail: the-manor@freeuk.com 

HELP WANTED 

• The Charity have K) small portable electrical appliances that 

need PAT testing. If you are able to help please get in touch 

with David Blower (chairman@wbka.org.uk) 
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CAVEAT EMPTOR 

Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any goods or 
services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the  website. Anyone purchasing 
bees or nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are disease free and that they are 
aware of the provenance of any queens.  
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WBKA Committee 

President Peter Spencer 

T: (K-)+ B'+)(O 

Chairman David Blower 

T: (K+(B +B'-KB 

E: chairman@wbka.org.uk 

Secretary Mike Blanco 

T: (K')* '-KB'' 

E: secretary@wbka.org.uk 

Treasurer Jan Willetts 

T: (K)K )O- K-+' 

Examination Secretary Jane Medwell 

E: examsec@wbka.org.uk 

WB Editor Katerina Prokopiou 

E: wbeditor@wbka.org.uk 

Web Master Peter Barclay 

T: ()O*+ OKK)*' 

E: webmaster@wbka.org.uk 

Branch Secretaries 

Birmingham T: (**(B (CK-)+ E: bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk  

Coventry T: ()O*+ OKK)*' E: cbka.secretary@wbka.org.uk  

Nuneaton T: (KB)* BB(+B- E: jandl.twidle@gmail.com 

Rugby T: (*OB+ '(B(*- E: secretary@rugbybeekeepers.org 

Shipston T: (*BC* *OO*-K  E: secretary@sbka.org.uk 

Solihull T: (K)K *(OK*CK E: solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com 

Sutton Coldfield T: (K)K C'O-O'K E: lisa@daymond-king.co.uk 

Warwick & Leamington T: (K-)+ CK+K-)  E: secretary@warleambees.org.uk 

Bee Inspectors 

Seasonal (Apr - Sept only) 

Colleen Reichling T: (*--( KCBB-B 

Gordon Bull T: (**O* (K(('K 

Regional 

Colin Pavey T: (***' KK-O*K 

BDI Representatives 

WBKA Representative 

Julian Routh T: (K)K C'O'-'+ 

Director & Claims Manager 

Bernard Diaper T: (**KK O'+-C) 
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