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♦ Read Douglas Nethercleft’s Report on 
the BBKA Annual Delegate’s Meeting 

♦ Julian Routh updates us on the 
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Plan for 2019 

♦ A nostalgic, love letter to the bees of 
St Helena, and many more... 
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Letter from the Chairman 

T 
he weather is turning brass-monkey cold 

again this weekend and it is likely that any 

brood production will be interrupted or limited 

over the next week. The resultant 'brood 

break’ means that in + weeks time, around the time this 

WB edition is scheduled to be delivered, those of you who have still yet to 

winter treat for varroa will have an opportunity to correct that omission. 

Oxalic acid based treatment can be very effective in the winter when most 

varroa are on the back of worker bees and few, if any, are in capped cells. I 

have recently bought a vaporiser and, equipped with appropriate PPE, I 

treated my colonies in early January. A quick check of the varroa boards under 

+ hives showed a varroa kill of ~>** mites. That might seem small but if I had 

not treated they would have doubled each month leading to a critical level of 

infestation by early May!  

If my treatment achieved .*% efficiency I now have around >* mites left in the 

hive, the critical infestation level is unlikely to be reached before August and 

colonies belonging to my fellow beekeepers are far less likely to be reinfested 

by my bees. Please treat your bees for varroa this winter. 

Check BeeBase if you need to learn how to do it safely. 

David Blower 

Cover Photo from Pixabay.com 
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ON-LINE AND IN COLOUR  

Log In at warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk to view this 

newsletter and many others 

Please contact your Branch Secretary to obtain the password 

Please Note 

Items appearing in WB 
are not necessarily the 
view of  either the 
editor or Warwickshire 
Beekeepers Association 

Editor’s 
Letter 

Being the last month in the winter season, February is the 

last chance we have to prepare ourselves for another 

season of beekeeping flurry. We should all be building or 

repairing equipment, cleaning tools, assessing old suits 

and mentally preparing ourselves for another year in the 

School of Bees.  We need to be taking the time to reflect 

and act on their needs, be it varroa treatment, nutrition 

supplements, garden planning (or windowsill for those of 

us in apartments) or encouraging new relationships to 

form between the public and the bees. 

This month is also famous in the rest of the world as the 

month of romance, something we know all too well when 

interacting with our bees. From their dizzying buzz to the 

intoxicating smell of honey and comb, beekeepers can 

never forget what it is like to fall in love. As with every 

relationship, please remember that nurture and care is 

required to make you and your bees stronger and your 

relationship long lasting. 

Katerina Prokopiou 

Do you have an 

idea,  story or 

wonderful 

photographs 

to share? 

 

Please share them 

with your Editor 

at 

wbeditor@wbka.

org.uk 
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What’s On 2019 

February 
  

� 
��:!� AGM, Nuneaton & 
Atherstone 

Hatters Space, Nuneaton 

 

 

� 
��:!� Social Evening, Sutton 
Coldfield 

Park House 

 

 

�� ��:!� Branch AGM, Solihull 

This will be followed by “The work 
of a Trustee” by Suzanne Bennett 

Methodist Hall, 
Blossomfield Road, 
Solihull B.> >LG 

 

 

�� ��:�� for ��:!� Branch AGM, 
Shipston-on-Stour 

To include buffet supper and 
invited speaker. 

Brailes Village Hall, 
OX>) )AS 

 

 

�- Branch AGM, Warwick & 
Leamington 

Kingshill Nursery 

  

�2 
�:��-�2:�� Beginner’s Course Day 
�, Rugby 

The course fee is 89: and includes 
lunch, refreshments and a 
comprehensive beekeeping manual 

Sacred Heart R C Church, Rugby  

  
�2/
�6 

Beginners’ Course Weekend, 
Coventry 

Some places still available. Please 
contact Dave Bonner 
(cbka.membership@wbka.org.uk) 
for details on the course or if you 
know someone who is interested 

Eathorpe Village Hall 

 

 

�7 ��:!� Branch AGM, Coventry 

AGM followed by ‘Running the 
BBKA Apiary’ by Sarah & Andrew 
Heath. 
>?:>: Doors Open; >?:CD 
Refreshments; ED:DD Start of Talk 

All Saints Church Hall, 
Allesley, 
Coventry CV) .EQ 

 

 

�� ��:!� AGM and Chair’s Choice, 
Rugby 

We will be running a Door Prize to 
members this year. Please attend 
for entry ! 

Friends Meeting House, 
Regent Street, Rugby 

 

 

Wild Heather 
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March 

  

� 
��:!� Branch Meeting, 
Nuneaton & Atherstone 

Talk on "Beekeeping, Home and 
Away” by John Home. 

Hatters Space, Nuneaton 

  

� 
��:!� Social Evening, Sutton 
Coldfield 

Park House 

  

� �:��-�2:!� Bee TradeX 

Adults 8: booked online;  8H on 
the day. 

Children under >D free, family 
tickets (E Adults, E Children) 8>E 
on the day 

Hall H+, Stoneleigh Park, 
Warwickshire, 
CVM +LG 

  

 

 

��  
��:!�Branch AGM, Sutton 
Coldfield 

Erdington Methodist Church 

 

 

�!  
�:��-�2:�� Beginner’s Course Day 
�, Rugby 

The course fee is 89: and includes 
lunch, refreshments and a 
comprehensive beekeeping 
manual 

Sacred Heart R C Church, Rugby  

 

 

�� ��:!� Preparing for Spring, 
Solihull 

The talk will be delivered by Jane 
Medwell 

Methodist Hall, 
Blossomfield Road, 
Solihull B.> >LG 

  

�� Branch Monthly Meeting, 
Shipston-on-Stour 

Speaker to be confirmed 

Cherington Arms, 
CV/- )HS  

  

�� Towards the Basic �, Warwick & 
Leamington 

Kingshill Nursery 

  

�� Towards the Basic �, Warwick & 
Leamington 

Kingshill Nursery 

  

�� 
��:!� 'Silent Messengers, 
Pheromones in the honey 
bee colony' , Rugby 

‘Effective wireless 
communications done properly’ by 
Bob Gilbert 

Friends Meeting House, 
Regent Street, Rugby 
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�2 Towards the Basic !, Warwick & 
Leamington 

Kingshill Nursery 

  

�6 
��:!� WBKA �!�th Annual 
General Meeting 

National Beekeeping Centre, 
Stoneleigh Park 

  

!� 
Hive Building Morning, Warwick 
& Leamington 

Kingshill Nursery 

  

��  
��:!� Branch Meeting, Sutton 
Coldfield 

Asian Hornet by Colin Pavey NBU  

Erdington Methodist Church 

  

What’s On 2019 

April 
  

7 
Branch Monthly Meeting, 
Shipston-on-Stour 

Speaker to be confirmed 

Cherington Arms, 
CV/- )HS  

 

 

�- Hands-On Beekeeping Day, 
Warwick & Leamington 

Kingshill Nursery 

 

 
�6/
�7 

�:!�-�6:�� Introduction to 
Beekeeping, Shipston-on-Stour 

See our website www.sbka.org.uk 
for further details and to enrol. 
Cost 8:: to include lunch and 
refreshments. 

Saturday �6th 
Brailes Village Hall, 
OX>) )AS 

Sunday �7th 
Brailes Apiary site 

 

 

��-
�- 

BBKA Spring Convention 

Full Day or Week-End tickets from 
8>E to 8EH In-Advance (8>: - 8CD 
On-the-Day). 
Trade Show Only - 8: on-the-day 
For more details on lectures and 
workshops please visit the BBKA 
Website www.bbka.org.uk 

Harper Adams University, 
Newport, Shropshire, 
TF>* MNB  

  

BRANCH SECRETARIES AND WEBSITE MANAGERS 

The WBKA website is an easy and quick way for you to add content, news or share calendar 
events with the other branches. This way, more WBKA members may attend the various events. 

For guidance and additional information, contact the WBKA Webmaster 
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The Warwickshire BKA Education Group are arranging the following three Training 
courses in the spring of 2019.  Please reserve your place by booking through the 
WBKA website (http://www.warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk/training-courses). Those 
wishing to join the ‘Honing Your Practical Skills’ course must contact their branch 
education coordinator for bookings. 

  

�! & �- 

Feb 

Beyond the Basic, Solihull School 

@!� pp (bring your own lunch); MAX -� students 

In +*>, Warwickshire BKA ran this training event and the feedback from 
the attendees was excellent.  The venue is again Solihull school, which 
has excellent facilities for both classroom and workshop sessions.  

As the name implies this was focussed on Beekeepers who, having 
attained the Basic Certificate, wished to improve their knowledge and 
skills.  The training also provides a basis and refresher for any Beekeeper 
who is planning to undertake the BBKA General Husbandry Assessment. 

Topics covered by the course over the week-end will be shook swarms, 
Bailey comb changes, swarm management, disease recognition, making 
up Nucs, dealing with vicious bees, queen rearing etc.  It will be a packed 
week-end with lots of hands on work group sessions. 

Both Days—Places Going Fast! 

  

�2 

Mar 

Honing Your Practical Skills, Eathorpe Village Hall 

FREE; MAX ! students per Branch; Prerequisite: Basic Certificate 

This is intended for Beekeepers who wish to start supporting their Branch 
Training Apiary by getting directly involved in apiary training 
events and apiary demos.  

The objective is to provide students with advice and training on best 
practice for organising demos, handling bees, inspecting colonies etc.  

It is a practical session and will use Virtual Training hives – not live bees.  

County Run Courses in Spring 2019 

Crocus 
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BBKA Annual Delegates Meeting (ADM) – 
WBKA Delegate’s Report 

The business was ably conducted by 

BBKA president, Margaret Murdin. The 

+*>,/>M Accounts showed a small 

surplus; there is no rise in capitation for 

the +*>./+* year. 

My task as WBKA delegate was to vote 

on the various propositions tabled by 

AAs plus the Trustee elections in 

accordance with the wishes of our eight 

Branches as ‘consolidated’ by our 

County Secretary. With several of the 

propositions I was mandated to cast my 

vote based on the debate which took 

place on the day. The results will be 

documented in full in a subsequent 

BBKA News, but I am pleased to report 

that Warwickshire’s proposition on 

asking suppliers of beekeeping 

equipment not to provide free leather 

gloves in beginner kits was agreed to.  

The Executive / Office were asked to 

replace the non-recyclable plastic 

wrapping of the posted BBKA News 

magazine with a recyclable alternative, 

albeit this might be more expensive. 

It was felt that for the BBKA to attend 

BeeTradeX conflicted with its interest in 

holding its own Spring Convention and 

the proposition that it should have a 

presence was not discussed – ‘Next 

Business’. The result of a ‘one vote per 

Delegate’ vote can be challenged by a 

request for a ‘Member vote’ where 

voting power resides in the number of 

members AAs represent. At this ADM, 

the delegate vote that Ladington and 

District BKA be admitted as an AA in its 

own right was overturned by such a 

challenge. 

A lot of time and effort had been put in 

over the last few months by the 

Executive Board of Trustees assessing 

the means and viability of amending the 

BBKA constitution to meet all the 

requirements of the Charity 

Commission for Charitable 

Incorporated Organisation (CIO). 

Despite drafts being put out to the 

membership in good time for input into 

a definitive document to be put to the 

ADM, a number of potentially 

significant changes had been tabled at 

the eleventh hour – too late for 

inclusion and debate by delegates. The 

meeting voted for the incorporation of 

sub sections relating to Schools (being 

a new category of membership), Proxy 

Voting and Trustee Dispute Resolution, 

but the meeting could only otherwise 

12 January 2019, Myton Lower School, Warwick 65 out of 70+ Area Association (AA) Delegates  
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Snowdrop 

agree to accept the document as 

submitted asking that further work be 

carried out and a ‘final’ version brought 

back to next year’s meeting for 

ratification. 

Margaret Murdin reported back on her 

meetings with DEFRA and others 

concerning the importation of queens 

and consequent risk to our native stock. 

Discussions are made more difficult 

because certain bee farmers insist on 

changing their entire stock of queens 

early each year and also due to the 

difficulty of policing bees flying or being 

transported across the Eire / Northern 

Ireland border. 

As was the case last year, I feel 

confident that the BBKA is in good 

hands with proper attention being be 

paid to the running of the charity by a 

well qualified volunteer Executive 

supported by great Office staff.  

Douglas Nethercleft 

HELP WANTED 

• The Charity have >+ small portable electrical appliances that need 
PAT testing. If you are able to help please get in touch with David 
Blower (chairman@wbka.org.uk) 

• Our Charity webmaster, Pete Barclay, needs some help please to 
deploy a basic Office /-) set up for the County team. If you have 
experience and could lend a hand please contact David 
(chairman@wbka.org.uk) or Pete (webmaster@wbka.org.uk). 
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All in a month 

COVENTRY & DISTRICT 

www.covbeebranch.co.uk 

During the last month, winter Varroa 
treatment (Api-Bioxal) took place with all 
>* colonies in the apiary treated. 

The mild weather means the bees are 
active within the hives, if not flying.  It is 
expected that eggs are being laid and 
brood nests expanding, albeit slowly.   

A recent visit to the apiary site to heft the 
hives showed that the bees are indeed, 
eating their stores. Blocks of fondant 
were put onto four of the colonies. 
During this visit, two colonies were 
unfortunately found to be very weak in 
numbers and are unlikely to survive. 

The Christmas Quiz was very well 
attended with the Barclay’s Team once 
again claiming the top place. 

Work continues on the new apiary site.  A 
further +* tons of road planings have 
been delivered which, when spread out, 
will form the major road surface for the 
access track and the car parking area. 

At the recent committee meeting a ‘Site 
Apiary Planning sub-committee’ was 
established – chaired by John Fell.  This 
sub-committee has been given the remit 
to plan the work for the new site, look at 
layout and present options back to the 
CBKA committee of what is feasible on 
the site for a Club House.  The decision 
has been taken to use >*-foot-long metal 
containers on the site for storage of 

equipment, which will provide the branch 
highly secure storage units. 

Dave Bonner 

RUGBY 

Rugby Branch were awarded joint first 
prize for the St Andrews festival of 
Christmas Trees. Decorated beautifully 
with recycled items related to bee 
keeping, including the special John & 
Peggy Threader’s wax angles, and an 
amusing and fresh retake on the >+ days 
of Christmas Carol, written by Fran (sadly 
too long to write in the WB ). 

Well done to all of those involved. 

 

Photo Credit Gail Plester 

Camelia 
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January’s meeting was well attended and 
most probably due to Celia Davis, who 
presented an excellent talk on the 
seasonal uses of the nucleus box. Warmly 
presented as ‘NUC it’, an eye opening 
account of the versatility of the nuc box, 
needless to say we will now all be 
considering dusting the boxes down and 
putting them well into use. 

One of our members Rowan Moore,  was 
approached by Drakon Heritage and 
conservation, to ask for local wax to help 
reconstruct an Anglo-Saxon high status 
helmet contained within the Staffordshire 
Hoard. Rowan kindly provided wax which 
was necessary in the paste mix and 
rendering process which was used for this 
fantastic project. The reconstruction can 
be viewed at the Potteries Museum & Art 
Gallery and Birmingham Museum & Art 
Gallery. 

Finally, the Branch are planning to provide 
a ‘Bee Health drop in session’ in the 
spring, please look out for further 
details.    

Gail Plester 

 

SOLIHULL 

The mild weather has resulted in daffodils 
beginning to emerge, primroses starting 
to flower and bees taking many more 
cleansing flights! Many members have 
hefted their hives and supplemented 
stores with fondant. In addition the 
majority of us have also checked 

resources in readiness to make the 
necessary purchases for +*>.. 

The apiary team reported that all colonies 
are progressing well and several hives 
have ) to M eight frames of bees. A few 
hives have been given some fondant. 

The New Year’s meal at The Field House 
was a great success, with over forty 
members in attendance. It was a very 
enjoyable evening where we shared our 
bee keeping resolutions for +*>.. 

Thank you to Ian for organising the 
meal. 

Channy Collins 

 

NUNEATON & ATHERSTONE 

Our first meeting of the year was a well-
attended presentation from Dave Bonner 
on the topic of bee health and diseases.  
The session was very useful and 
informative for all but especially so for 
those members contemplating the new 
“Bee Health” practical assessment. 

Dave began by displaying images of 
colonies with a range of problems that 
members were invited to identify and 
then covered the approaches that should 
be taken.  However, the best approach is 
to be proactive, with good hygiene being 
paramount.  Strategies to follow include: 

♦ When feeding weak colonies be wary of 
using honey but, in particular, never use 
commercially sourced samples as a 
significant proportion have been found to 
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The month continued... 

be contaminated with foul brood. 

♦ Scorch boxes and floors every season. 

♦ Have an appropriate match of space to 
numbers of bees, not just by expanding 
available room for a developing colony 
but reducing the space for weaker 
colonies by either using suitably placed 
dummy boards or transferring colonies to 
a nucleus box. 

♦ Have adequate ventilation. 

♦ Burn infected comb and brood but if 
either AFB or EFB are suspected then it is 
a statutory requirement that you inform 
your Bee Inspector. 

♦ A clean, tidy and well-ordered apiary is 
an indication that the beekeeper is 
carrying out their duties appropriately. 

Dave then covered the more common 
infestations, diseases and treatments, 
including AFB, EFB, Nosema, Chronic Bee 
Paralysis, Chalk Brood and Acarine.   
However, it should be noted that varroa 
infestations are the only infestation / 
disease with approved medicines. 

All present found the session both 
informative and useful.  Let us hope that 
members take the advice on board and 
bear in mind the fact that honeybees are 
food-producing animals and that we have 
a responsibility for their health, nutrition 
and accommodation. 

May your supers be full, your swarms 
few and the Sun always shine on your 
apiary. 

John Twidle 

SUTTON COLDFIELD & NORTH 
BIRMINGHAM 

>,th January Erdington Methodist Church 

Q&A Session 

In this month’s meeting we turned it into 
a Q&A session with Julian Routh and Bob 
Gilbert as the panel. Attendees were 
invited to ask the panel any bee related 
questions. 

We had questions on Asian Hornet Action 
groups, and how progress is being made 
with NBU and non-natives species 
secretariat, setting up these action 
groups. It’s an ongoing project. However, 
setting up monitoring traps was also 
discussed. 

We had questions on >bx>+’s and getting 
a conventional national NUC into in. The 
suggestion included placing a 
conventional national brood box on the 
top, locating the queen and placing her 
into the >bx>+ brood box and then 
placing a queen excluder between the 
national box and the >bx>+, allowing the 
brood in the national frames to develop 
and mature into adult bees and then 
removing the national brood box. 

We had a question on whether tap water 
or rain water should be mixed with sugar 
for feeding. Tap water would be fine.  

An interesting debate also ensued on 
Oxalic acid and how it killed uncapped 
brood, but capped brood would be fine. 

Questions were also raised around MAQ 
stripes and if they should be used at this 
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time of year. Panel stated it would be too 
cold for the MAQ stripe to be properly 
effective as they have a min and max 
temperature for use. It’s just too cold 
currently. “Read the instructions on the 
packaging”. 

To round off the evening, we had a 
discussion on Stimulated feed and Spring 
feeding and the differences. How it takes 
planning and the consequences of 
stimulated feeding if the weather turns 
and the expected crops don’t reach 
maturity as expected. 

The final question of the night was ‘What 
was the most useless item bought for bee 
keeping?’. Answer: An Electrical Drone 
zapper. Which has still not been used. 

All in all, it was an insightful evening. 

Jitesh Patel  

 

SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR 

On Monday >bth January at The 
Cherington Arms, Martin Anastassov, NDP 
and Master Beekeeper, gave a superb talk 
entitled “Preparing for spring build-up”. 

The central premise of Martin’s talk was 
that the beekeeping year starts in August. 
He ran through seasonal tasks, noting the 
importance of tasks in August and 
September such as ensuring +*kg of 
stores are taken down, uniting weak 
colonies, treating for Varroa and testing 
for Nosema. Martin also described the 
benefits of feeding thymol before moving 
on to compare Varroa treatments; no 
treatment, monitoring and treating 

accordingly, and regular treatment. 

With no treatment the colony will die 
within four years, if we only treat once a 
year the economic threshold of >,*** 
mites per colony will be exceeded, but if 
we treats in late summer and in late 
December the number of mites will stay 
within the economic threshold. 

Moving on to spring tasks, we studied 
Hooper’s “Brood graph” and Martin 
explained that in March and April the 
disparity between brood and adult bee 
numbers means that diseases can have a 
high impact on the colony. While typically 
only >kg of stores are consumed in 
January, this doubles every month, with 
Mkg consumed in April, and we discussed 
feeding options if colonies are hungry. 

We also discussed the benefits of 
equalising brood across colonies, and 
spreading brood to stimulate cell cleaning 
for new eggs. Martin also described a 
Bailey comb change in detail. 

A very informative and stimulating 
talk. 

James Taylor 

Primrose 
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Warwickshire Asian Hornet Action Plan 
+*>. 

There were no sightings of Asian 
Hornet in Warwickshire in +*>M but 
there were . sightings in England and b 
nests were destroyed. It is not known 
whether all nests were destroyed or 
whether any new queens emerged 
from the nests that were destroyed. 
Full details can be found at https://
www.gov.uk/government/news/asian-
hornet-uk-sightings-in-���7. 

As was evident from +*>M, sightings can 
appear almost anywhere and as it is 
thought that new queens can fly up to 
+** km when dispersing from the nests, 
sightings in Warwickshire are very 
possible. 

There is still time to look in trees to 
locate old nests and will be so until the 
trees come into leaf.  

Any new queens can come out of 
hibernation as early as mid-February if 
the weather is mild and at this time will 
be primarily looking for high sugar 
content food to build up their strength 
to start new nests. This is a good time 
for monitoring. Traps that do not kill 
insects should be used as many other 
insects will have the same ideas. The 
traps should be inspected daily and any 
insects other than Asian Hornets should 
be released. A design for traps to do 
this can be found on the above web site 
or on Beebase.  They are easy and 
cheap to make and possibly a workshop 
could be organised to make some in 

each Branch. One suitable bait 
suggested is >// beer, >// wine and >// 
Ribena or similar and this mix 
sweetened with sugar or glucose 
powder. The best location for traps is 
probably in gardens close enough to 
the house to allow for daily inspections 
as all other insects caught should be 
released quickly. The queens at this 
time of year will have no interest in the 
apiaries. 

To aid identification it may be wise to 
download the Identification sheet from 
the web site above or Beebase and 
have this readily available. There is also 
an app ‘Asian Hornet Watch’ available 
for both iOs and Android which has 
pictures of Asian Hornet and some 
similar looking insects. The app also 
allows you to take a photo and report 
automatically to 
alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk with 
location information. If you do not use 
a smart phone you can email details to 
the same address with full details of 
location and if possible a photograph. 

If an Asian Hornet is sighted it should 
be reported as above and also to the 
National Bee Unit and if possible, a 
sample should be collected that the Bee 
Inspector will collect. It would be 
helpful if you could also contact the 
Warwickshire Asian Hornet Action 
Team (WAHAT) at 
routhjulian@gmail.com, who can also 
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help with identification and sample 
collection. 

Meetings are to be held soon with the 
National Bee Unit to agree a protocol 
for any operations following 
identification as local help may be 
advantageous in tracking nests after 
identification and generally helping if 
more than a small number of sightings 
are made.  

It is important that as many members 
as possible are registered on Beebase 
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/
index.cfm as any tracking of nests will 

require visiting apiaries around the 
sighting when the nests are established 
later in the year to enable rapid location 
of the nest. 

If you have any queries on the above or 
require more information please 
contact me at routhjulian@gmail.com. 

Julian Routh, WAHAT coordinator 

VOLUNTEER STEWARDS 

REQUIRED FOR THE +*>. SPRING 

CONVENTION 

Detailed planning for the Spring 

Convention continues. Can you 

volunteer your time on the  weekend 

of the >+th, >/th or >bth of April at the 

+*>. Spring Convention as a steward? 

You will also have free time each day, 

depending on your rota, and will be 

compensated with a d+* lunch 

voucher each day. Tasks may include 

stewarding the parking, reception, 

trade show or lecture buildings. 

If you are interested, please contact 

conventionstewards@gmail.com 
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I spent my childhood on the tiny, 

remote, yet idyllic island of St Helena. 

My father was primarily a cattle and 

sheep farmer, but was also a 

beekeeper, with six, small hives (~4,000 

bees each). 

With a mostly warm year, bees were 

always busy, but especially during the 

hottest months of February and March. 

They were seen all across the 47 sq mile 

island, collecting nectar from its most 

beautiful and fragrant flowers. 

Bees, we were taught, are very clean 

and will not return to a dirty hive, and 

so my brother and I used to go along 

with father to help clean the hives. If a 

hive was not clean, the bees would 

swarm, leave their home and take flight 

in search for cleaner residence. For 

instance, even a clean hollow in an old 

oak tree’s trunk was better accepted by 

the bees than a posh hive with a scenic 

view but no cleanliness! 

I remember Father explaining to us that 

bees get very thirsty after their long 

foraging trips, and so my brother and I 

used to leave cold, drinking water just 

outside the hives for them to drink on 

their return. 

Helping Father collect honey was my 

favourite job.  The three of us would go 

to collect honey from the hives in the 

evening, because, as the sun is setting 

and the air gets cooler, the bees are 

more calm and settled. When collecting 

honey, Father dressed in white 

beekeeping clothing including a hat and 

veil; he told us bees cannot see the 

colour white and so he was less likely to 

be stung. 

As Father took each honey-filled frame, 

my brother and I used the smokers to 

ward off any bees that might not be too 

pleased with us taking their honey. The 

honeycomb was then placed into a 

container which once filled, was carried 

back home; I found carrying the 

honeycomb rather heavy. 

Once home, the honeycomb was 

broken down and placed into a special, 

very fine straining cloth that would 

separate the honey from the comb. 

Depending on the amount of honey 

collected and how much Father wanted 

to keep as comb, straining would take 

Bee Buzz from St. Helena 

Images from: www.sainthelenaisland.com  
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at least 24 hours, often much the 

longer. The strained honey was poured 

into jars and labelled and the comb 

honey would be cut into about six inch 

squares and placed in same sized glass 

dishes.  It was also my job to cut out 

small rounded pieces from red and 

white gingham material.  The rounds 

and squares of gingham material were 

placed over the lids of the jars and over 

the lids of the glass dishes; these jars 

and dishes were then tied with string or 

tied from pieces of ribbon that was 

made from the same gingham material.  

The jars and dishes looked very pretty. 

Much of the honey was sold or given 

away along with bunches of beautiful, 

highly scented lilies by the name of St. 

John’s lilies, which we grew at home 

and which, bloomed at the same time 

of the year as when the honey was 

collected. 

A few years ago the Island’s bees 

suffered greatly from the Varroosis 

disease, carried by the varroa mite. It 

led to the death of many of the island’s 

bees and almost devastated  everyone 

who cares for them. Fortunately, the 

bees have made a miraculous 

comeback. 

Both my brother and I left our beautiful 

island many years ago at the end of the 

late 1960’s, but one of my most 

precious and beautiful memories, is 

that of helping my father care for his 

bees and hives and, of course, that of 

the rich texture and taste of his amber-

coloured honey. As a child, I sat at my 

parent’s house, savouring it, while 

gazing onto the clear, vast South 

Atlantic Ocean, letting the slow, 

hypnotising swishing of the waves, take 

me away. 

My brother, Stedson Stroud, who, over 

many years worked abroad, has 

recently retired to St. Helena Island 

where, nowadays he spends much of 

his time taking care of his own bees. 

Yours, Diana Allen 
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SERVES �� PREP �� 
mins 

COOK !� mins EASY 

FOR THE PASTRY 

)**g pack sweet 
shortcrust pastry (or 
make your own and add 
the ingredients below 
during the preparation) 

/ tbsp cocoa, plus extra 
for rolling and dusting 

+ tsp honey 

½ tsp sea salt 

+/cm fluted metal loose-
bottomed tart tin 

Baking parchment, 
baking beans 

FOR THE HONEYCOMB 

>**g granulated sugar 

> tsp bicarbonate of soda 

SALTED HONEY FUDGE 

>b*g honey 

>b*g butter, diced 

>)*ml double cream 

> tsp vanilla extract 

¼ to ½ tsp sea salt (at the 
end) 

FOR THE CHOCOLATE 
GANACHE 

b**g good quality dark 
chocolate in chunks  

/**ml double cream 

Salted Honey Fudge & Chocolate Tart 

FOR THE PASTRY 

Dice the ready-made pastry 
into chunks and put in a 
food processor. Sift over 
the cocoa, drizzle over the 
honey, then pulse to 
combine into a chocolate 
pastry. Roll out the dough 
on a lightly cocoa-dusted 
work surface, press into a 
+/cm loose-bottomed tart 
tin with a little overhang 
(don’t trim). Cover and chill 
for /* mins. 

Heat oven to +**°C/>M*°C 

fan. Scrunch up a big sheet 

of baking parchment and 

use to line the tart tin. Fill 

with baking beans and 

bake for >)-+* mins until 

sandy and the sides are 

firm. Remove the beans 

and paper, and bake for a 

further )->) mins until 

really crisp. Trim off the 

overhang and cool. 



 

\[ 
 

\[ 
 

FOR THE HONEYCOMB 

Place the sugar into a heavy bottomed 

non-stick pan and place on a low heat. 

Line a large baking tray with parchment. 

Heat the sugar (watching it like a hawk), 

swirling the pan to ensure that it melts 

evenly before it starts to brown. Allow it 

to cook a little until it is the colour of pale 

honey. Remove from the heat and quickly 

stir in the bicarbonate of soda and then 

pour onto the parchment before it sets, 

careful as it will bubble up and will be 

dangerously hot. Don’t touch it until its 

cool, then swiftly enclose in a sealed 

plastic bag. (Or just buy a couple of 

Crunchies…) 

FOR THE SALTED HONEY FUDGE 

Put all the honey fudge ingredients 

into a small pan and warm gently 

until the butter has completely 

melted. Bring to a gentle simmer 

and bubble, stirring, for b-) mins 

until more golden-coloured and 

thickened. Stir in ¼-½ tsp good 

salt (to taste), then pour into the 

tart case. Chill for /* mins. 

FOR THE CHOCOLATE GANACHE 

Place the cream in a saucepan and bring 
gently up to a simmer. Turn off the heat 
and add in the chocolate mixing gently 
until it is smooth, cool for ) mins then 
pour on top of the fudge layer. 

Chill until ready to serve. 

Remove from the fridge >* mins before 
serving, to soften a little. Dust with cocoa 
and scatter with a little crumbled 
honeycomb/Crunchie, then serve with 
dollops of crème fraîche or a jug of 
cream. 

Very naughty, but nice. 

 

ENJOY! 

A delicious treat that takes a little time but 
is well worth it.  

I prefer it served with crème fraiche to cut 
the sweetness, but it’s great with ice cream 
too! 

- Mandy 

Original Recipe from www.bbcgoodfood.com 
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Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper 

I ’m still waiting for an 
appointment at the Allergy 

Clinic. I’m trying to be patient 
(not easy!). When I phoned I 
was told I'm on the waitlist and 
to wait for a clinic appointment 
letter. For safety, I am not 
attending the bees on my own. 
An association member came 
with me to check the drop 
from the Oxalic Acid 
treatment. We had a fair bit of 
Varroa drop on the colony I 
received as a swarm. 

In spite of it being a cool & 
windy day, the bees were 
flying, particularly the ex-
swarm bees. The other colony 
had less Varroa drop and was 
better tempered when we 
added more fondant. This 
colony also seems to be 
cleaner in its habits. Both hives 
seem quite stable in terms of 
weight when hefting them, 

and both are consuming the 
fondant, with the ex-swarm 
consuming the most.  

This past month I've stopped 
procrastinating and cleaned 
some of my poly hive 
components. It's one of my 
least favourite jobs as it’s so 
messy, even though I fully 
understand the importance of 
it. The poly hive components 
clean fairly well with hot water, 
soda crystals and a good 
scrubbing with a scour pad. I'm 
also starting to think about 
what I might need in terms of 
equipment for next year. I 
need to keep any plans 
tempered with a dose of 
realism as my upcoming 
season will be dependant on 
the result of the Allergy Clinic 
Appointment. 

Denali Enns 

Event: Sustainability - Bees and Queens for Everyone using low-
cost, simple methods 

There is growing concern amongst beekeepers about the ever-increasing 
importation of bees and queens. A +*>M Queen Replacement Survey 

conducted by Defra concluded that most beekeepers prefer home-reared queens but 
need help to produce them. 

The Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Association (BIBBA) are staging a series of one-
day regional events during the +*>M/>. winter to help and 
encourage everyone from the small-scale beekeeper to 
BKAs and breeding groups to produce bees and queens 
from local stock, using simple techniques and at little or 
no cost. 

The all-day event (>*am - bpm) is only d>* per person. 
Refreshments will be provided, but please provide your 
own lunch. Booking must be made in advance. 

��:��—�2:�� 
�2th  February ����  

Ettington  Community 

Centre  

@�� per person 

Bookings via www.bibba.com 
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CAVEAT EMPTOR 

Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any goods or 
services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the  website. Anyone purchasing 
bees or nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are disease free and that they are 
aware of the provenance of any queens.  
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WBKA Committee 

President Peter Spencer 

T: *>.+- M)-+*b 

Chairman David Blower 

T: *>-*M -M).>M 

E: chairman@wbka.org.uk 

Secretary Mike Blanco 

T: *>)+, ).>M)) 

E: secretary@wbka.org.uk 

Treasurer Jan Willetts 

T: *>+> +b. >.-) 

Examination Secretary Jane Medwell 

E: examsec@wbka.org.uk 

WB Editor Katerina Prokopiou 

E: wbeditor@wbka.org.uk 

Web Master Peter Barclay 

T: *+b,- b>>+,) 

E: webmaster@wbka.org.uk 

Branch Secretaries 

Birmingham T: *,,*M */>.+- E: bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk  

Coventry T: *+b,- b>>+,) E: cbka.secretary@wbka.org.uk  

Nuneaton T: *>M+, MM*-M. E: jandl.twidle@gmail.com 

Rugby T: *>,MM M//M,, E: scj.scj@btinternet.com 

Shipston T: *,M/, ,bb,.>  E: secretary@sbka.org.uk 

Solihull T: *>+> ,*b>,/> E: solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com 

Sutton Coldfield T: *>+> /)b.b)> E: lisa@daymond-king.co.uk 

Bee Inspectors 

Seasonal (Apr - Sept only) 

Colleen Reichling T: *,..* >/MM.M 

Gordon Bull T: *,,b, *>**)> 

Regional 

Colin Pavey T: *,,,) >>.b,> 

BDI Representatives 

WBKA Representative 

Julian Routh T: *>+> /)b).)- 

Director & Claims Manager 

Bernard Diaper T: *,,>> b)-./+ 
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