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Letter from the Chairman

L

et me begin by wishing you all a Happy New Year! As

beekeepers, we are ever optimistic about the next season
and I hope your dreams become plans which become reality.
This new look edition is the first produced by Katerina Prokopiou,
our new WB editor. For those reading the hard copy version, it
looks even better in colour! On behalf of all the readers I would
like to welcome her and invite you to help her by submitting articles to share with other
local beekeepers.

Each January the BBKA holds it’s Annual Delegates Meeting, usually here in
Warwickshire. This year is no exception with the meeting taking place at Myton School
Leamington on January 12th. The meeting receives reports and propositions which are
then voted on by the delegates, one from each of the 80 or so Area Associations, such as
Warwickshire, which are affiliated to the BKKA. We are very grateful that Douglas
Nethercleft attends as our representative and reports back. If you would like to read the
reports and propositions they are available to read on the BBKA website in the members
area under ‘About us’. The WBKA Trustees have considered the propositions and
Douglas will be voting accordingly on our behalf.
A significant item this year is the proposed change to the BBKA structure that would see
it become an Incorporated Charity (CIO). In itself, this change puts the BBKA and the
Trustees in a better position for the future, but it also includes a new disciplinary process
to deal with disputes amongst the Trustees. This is a good thing and should prevent the
problems they have had in the last 3 years. It also includes a proposed change to add a
new membership class for schools, etc. through Area Associations. We look forward to
receiving meaningful information from the BBKA on what this entails for the Area
Associations so that we can consider how & when WBKA might offer schools
membership.
There are changes afoot at the BBKA National Beekeeping Centre at Stoneleigh too. You
may have noticed reduced size of the meeting room to accommodate the larger office
space. During 2019 the BBKA plan to use a bequest left by Jim Hopkins (a much loved
Coventry member of WBKA) to establish a beekeeping visitor centre aimed at schools
and other community groups who wish to have a closer understanding of honey bees.
Regrettably Warwick & Leamington Branch have been forced to relocate their teaching
apiary once more to make way for the visitor apiary. Fortunately we have a willing team
of volunteer helpers to make this change. We are hopeful that BBKA will be able to
deliver on their vision.
Happy Beekeeping!
David Blower
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Cover Photo from Pixabay.com

Editor’s
Letter
Happy New Year!
A new year brings new surprises, challenges, lessons…and
editors! I would like to use up a few words from my letter to
introduce myself: I am a young, mechanical engineer,
originally from Cyprus, new to the Warwickshire beekeeping
but certainly not new to the world of beekeeping. My love
for the hobby is inherited through my own grandfather’s
numerous years of commitment to these extraordinary
creatures; a commitment and love I wish to pass on to as
many others as I can.
This newsletter is written by you, for you. My role is to bring
all individually scattered ideas and stories together for you
and others to share, discuss and expand on. Ideas which will
enhance our beekeeping skills but also make us better
Ambassadors to the bees. Therefore, I would like to start my
term as Editor by calling all idea bearers, story tellers and
photo snappers to come forward and help us collectively
enrich our newsletter’s content.
Katerina Prokopiou

Do you have an
idea, story or
wonderful
photographs
to share?
Please share them
with your Editor
at
wbeditor@wbka.
org.uk

Please Note
Items appearing in WB
are not necessarily the
view of either the
editor or
Warwickshire
Beekeepers
Association

ON-LINE AND IN COLOUR
Log In at warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk to view this
newsletter and many others
Please contact your Branch Secretary to obtain the password
3

What’s On 2019
January

1

19:30 Social Evening, Sutton
Coldfield
Park House

5

14:00 Oxalic Acid Demonstration,
Sutton Coldfield
Sutton Apiary

8

19:30 Disease and Husbandry,
Nuneaton & Atherstone
A beekeeper’s Guide by Dave Bonner
Hatters Space, Nuneaton

14

16

17

19:30 Branch New Year’s meal and
Get-together, Solihull
Friends and Family welcome. Please
phone Ian Davidson (0121-704 1731)
in advance
The Fieldhouse,
10 Knightcote Drive,
Solihull B91 3JU

19:30 Nuc It, Rugby
Celia Davis will be discussing how to
get the most from your nucleus box
Friends Meeting House,
Regent Street, Rugby

17

Members Meeting, Warwick &
Leamington
Planting for Bees and Butterflies
Kingshill Nursery

21

19:30 Branch Meeting, Coventry
Asian Hornet by David Bonner
All Saints Church Hall,
Rectory Lane, Allesley,
Coventry CV5 9EQ

February

1

19:00 Branch Dinner, Warwick &
Leamington
Kingshill Nursery

5

19:30 AGM, Nuneaton &
Atherstone
Hatters Space, Nuneaton

5

19:30 Social Evening, Sutton
Coldfield

Park House

11

19:30 Branch AGM, Solihull

14

Branch AGM, Warwick &
Leamington

Branch Meeting, Sutton Coldfield
Erdington Methodist Church

This will be followed by “The work
of a Trustee” by Suzanne Bennett
Methodist Hall,
Blossomfield Road,
Solihull B91 1LG

Kingshill Nursery
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16

9:00-16:00 Beginner’s Course Day 1,
Rugby
The course fee is £75 and includes
lunch, refreshments and a
comprehensive beekeeping manual
Sacred Heart R C Church, Rugby

18

20

March

5

19:30 Branch AGM, Coventry
AGM followed by Running the BBKA
Apiary by Sarah & Andrew Heath
All Saints Church Hall,
Rectory Lane, Allesley,
Coventry CV5 9EQ

20

19:30 'Silent Messengers,
Pheromones in the honey
bee colony' , Rugby
Effective wireless communications
done properly by Bob Gilbert
Friends Meeting House,
Regent Street, Rugby

27

19:30 WBKA 139th Annual General
Meeting
National Beekeeping Centre,
Stoneleigh Park

30

Hive Building Morning, Warwick &
Leamington
Kingshill Nursery

19:30 AGM and Chair’s Choice,
Rugby

We will be running a Door Prize to
members this year. Please attend for
entry !
Friends Meeting House,
Regent Street, Rugby

21

Branch AGM, Sutton Coldfield

23

9:00-16:00 Beginner’s Course Day 2,
Rugby

Erdington Methodist Church

19:30 Branch Meeting, Nuneaton &
Atherstone
Topic TBC
Hatters Space, Nuneaton

The course fee is £75 and includes
lunch, refreshments and a
comprehensive beekeeping manual
Sacred Heart R C Church, Rugby

BRANCH SECRETARIES AND WEBSITE MANAGERS
The WBKA website is an easy and quick way for you to add content, news or share calendar events with
the other branches. This way, more WBKA members may attend the various events.
For guidance and additional information, contact the WBKA Webmaster
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County Run Courses in Spring 2019
The Warwickshire BKA Education Group are arranging the following three Training courses in
the spring of 2019. Please reserve your place by booking through the WBKA website (http://
www.warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk/training-courses). Those wishing to join the ‘Honing
Your Practical Skills’ course must contact their branch education coordinator for bookings.

19 / 20
Jan

Basic Microscopy, Eathorpe Village Hall
£15 pp (bring your own lunch); MAX 12 students; First Come First Served
The course will be focussed on developing practical skills with some theory
content. Both Dissecting and Compound Microscopy will be covered as well as
how to make microscope slides.
At the end of the day you will be able to set up a microscope, know how to
use them correctly and be able to create Pollen slides for examination under the
compound microscope.
Saturday, 19 January—FULL
Sunday, 20 January—4 Places left

23 & 24
Feb

16
Mar
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Beyond the Basic, Solihull School
£30 pp (bring your own lunch); MAX 40 students

In 2017 Warwickshire BKA ran this training event and the feedback from the
attendees was excellent. The venue is again Solihull school, which has excellent
facilities for both classroom and workshop sessions.
As the name implies this was focussed on Beekeepers who, having attained the
Basic Certificate, wished to improve their knowledge and skills. The training also
provides a basis and refresher for any Beekeeper who is planning to undertake
the BBKA General Husbandry Assessment.
Topics covered by the course over the week-end will be shook swarms, Bailey
comb changes, swarm management, disease recognition, making up Nucs,
dealing with vicious bees, queen rearing etc. It will be a packed week-end with
lots of hands on work group sessions.
Both Days—Places Going Fast!

Honing Your Practical Skills, Eathorpe Village Hall
FREE; MAX 3 students per Branch; Prerequisite: Basic Certificate
This is intended for Beekeepers who wish to start supporting their Branch
Training Apiary by getting directly involved in apiary training events and apiary
demos.
The objective is to provide students with advice and training on best practice for
organising demos, handling bees, inspecting colonies etc.
It is a practical session and will use Virtual Training hives – not live bees.

Event: Sustainability - Bees and Queens for Everyone
using low-cost, simple methods
There is growing concern amongst beekeepers about the everincreasing importation of bees and queens. A 2018 Queen Replacement
Survey conducted by Defra concluded that most beekeepers prefer home-reared
queens but need help to produce them.
The Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Association (BIBBA) are staging a series of
one-day regional events during the 2018/19 winter to help and encourage everyone
from the small-scale beekeeper to BKAs and
breeding groups to produce bees and queens from
10:00—16:00
local stock, using simple techniques and at little or
16th February 2019
no cost.
Ettington Community
The all-day event (10am - 4pm) is only £10 per
Centre
person. Refreshments will be provided, but please
provide your own lunch. Booking must be made in
£10 per person
advance.
Bookings via https://bibba.com
For further details and to book in advance please
visit www.bibba.com

VOLUNTEER STEWARDS
REQUIRED FOR THE 2019 SPRING
CONVENTION
Detailed planning for the Spring
Convention continues. Can you
volunteer your time on the weekend
of the 12th, 13th or 14th of April at the
2019 Spring Convention as a steward?
You will also have free time each day,
depending on your rota, and will be
compensated with a £20 lunch
voucher each day. Tasks may include
stewarding the parking, reception,
trade show or lecture buildings.

If you are interested, please contact
conventionstewards@gmail.com
by the 15th of February 2019
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All in a month
COVENTRY & DISTRICT
www.covbeebranch.co.uk

Winter Varroa treatment (Api-Bioxal) is
planned and the branch has bought it in
bulk and will distribute made up jars of
the liquid to members so they are able to
treat their own bees. Traditionally this has
always been applied to the Branch bees
between Christmas and New Year. One
research paper I have read indicated that
a better time was before the Winter
solstice (Dec 21st) because after that
date the bees reacted to the lengthening
days and brood nest started increasing,
regardless of the weather outside.
Possibly try that next winter.

the
Christmas
Quiz.
Food
and
refreshments are included, as well as a
light-hearted family quiz. This takes place
on December 17th, which is after the
‘going to press’ date for January WB
issue, but rest assured we will be having
fun!
On Sunday 2nd December a group of 12
Branch members met at the new apiary
site and, with the help of Julian on his
JCB, spent an energetic two hours
spreading ten tons of roadstone onto the
track and access roadway. The ground
was quite muddy and soft in places so the
roadstone did not cover the full area. The
plan is to order another ten tons or so
and finish the job.

The talk by John Home,” Beekeeping
Home and Away”, was excellent. John
gave lots of hints, based on his
experiences. I fully recommend this talk
by John.

After that Julian (with JCB) visited the site
again and raked over the whole plot,
getting it level. That has made a big
difference and made the site much safer
to walk around. Thank you Julian.

The branch Christmas meeting features

The branch meeting in January takes

Julian at work with the JCB
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The site, just after being raked

place on Monday 21st January will be a talk
about the Asian Hornet given by Dave
Bonner. The venue is All Saints Church Hall,
Allesley, Coventry, CV5 9EQ doors open at
7.15pm, refreshments from 7.30pm and the
talk starts at 8pm.
David Bonner

the Asian Hornet Watch app on your phone
and send a picture via their site.
Margaret suggested to trap Spring hornets,
bait the trap with sugary items like jam, but
after July change the bait to protein-based
foods, such as sardines or cat food.
Instructions for making easy hornet traps
are available on the Beebase site, should
you need them.
The final social events were chatty, fun
occasions at the ‘bring and share‘ event and
the charity Crackerteria Christmas meal.
Do remember the next meeting will be held
on January 16th with a talk by Celia Davis,
please try to attend you will not be
disappointed, that i can guarantee!

Finally, the work was complete

‘Finally a Happy New Year to you all, from
the Rugby Branch members.’
Gail Plester

RUGBY
The year finished on a high note with an
amazing talk on the Asian hornet by
Margaret Murdin. High literally, meaning
‘High Hornet alert’; there have been 13
confirmed sightings in Britain and 6 nests
destroyed. This is distressing news, so
please, do play your part in the detection of
the Hornet by printing the downloadable
information from Beebase and displaying it
in community areas, allotments, garden
centres etc.

SOLIHULL
‘A Happy New Year to you all.’
As we go into January we hope that 2019
proves to be a rewarding year for all
beekeepers. Several members have
enrolled for the microscopy course in
January and I am sure they will share their
newly acquired knowledge with the other
members of the club.

Our final meeting of 2018 was well
attended. Archive films from the BBKA
If you have a concern about a suspicious showed us beekeeping as it was in 1939 in
hornet take a picture and send to - particular ‘tree beekeeping’. The videos
alertnonative@ceh.ac.uk or you can install were informative as well as entertaining. It
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The month continued...
was amazing to see how the only essential
attire for the beekeeper was a veil! The
producers captured some incredible
footage of bees sharing food, how guard
bees dealt with intruders, etc.

What are the answers (in Roman
Numerals) to the following sums?
a) CVII + XLV

Thank you to Denise and Mandy for
providing the refreshments.

b) IX + MD

Also a reminder that membership fees are
due at the end of December. If you haven’t
yet paid your subs, please do so as soon as
possible.

d) C + VI + CC + XVI

Please note that our indoor meetings take
place on the second Monday evening of
the month at the Methodist Hall,
Blossomfield Road, Solihull B91 1LG, unless
otherwise stated.
Channy Collins

NUNEATON & ATHERSTONE
During late November, a hardy group of
individuals met at our new apiary site to
begin the clearing process in readiness for
new hives and bees, hopefully, in late
Spring. What, at first appearance, seemed
to resemble more of an army assault
course soon began to take shape although
there is still a great deal to complete
before the new residents move in.
Our most recent indoor meeting was our
annual Christmas “Noggin and Natter”
when we met to share refreshments, chew
the fat and attempt to answer the
questions in our yearly quiz. Just in case
you are at a loss as to what to do while the
Christmas pudding and turkey settle, how
about trying to solve the following:
10

c) VIII + XXII
e) CLXIX divided by XIII

‘May your supers be full, your swarms
few and the Sun always shine on your
apiary.’
JohnTwidle

BIRMINGHAM & DISTRICT
For our November winter meeting we
were enthralled with a talk from Ron Rock,
a volunteer from The Bumblebee
Conservation Trust, on Solitaires, Bumbles
& Honeys.
We were given an insight into the life
cycles of the Solitary and Bumblebees. We
even learned that Bumblebees have smelly
feet! We had a fact-filled, humorous
evening, with beautiful photos of bees
that Ron and his wife had taken. It’s well
worth booking Ron for Branch meetings!
Take a look at the website for more details
www.bumblebeeconservation.org
Samantha Walker

Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper

L

ate October, when putting
fondant on the hives, I had
a severe allergic reaction. I
made an appointment to see
the GP & I’ve been referred to
an Allergy Clinic. I phoned
earlier this week & was told I’m
on the list for appointments,
an appointment letter should
come within 2 weeks. (I’m
hoping it doesn’t end up being
in March!)

Oxalic Acid treatment & to
check and add fondant as
needed. I read that bees are
likely to consume more of their
stores if the winter is mild. I’m
not
sure
what
other
experienced beekeepers have
found. At any rate, it’s made
me somewhat concerned for
the bees level of stores.
Denali Enns

I’ve asked an association
member for help with the

‘All Family Members look Beautiful in a Photo’ - A Polish saying, denoting that
every family has a black sheep, not easily identified by a simple photograph.
Can you spot the black sheep (Asian hornet) in this family mosaic? Try to identify all
insects in the photographs.

1

4

5

2

3

Answers: 1 Giant Woodwasp; 2 Asian Hornet; 3 Wasp; 4 Hornet Mimic Hoverfly; 5 European Hornet
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Richard Grove
Richard Grove, who died suddenly in November, was a much-loved
member of the Solihull branch. He started beekeeping when his wife,
Denise, took up the hobby and soon they were both an essential part of
our club.
Richard was a gentleman to the core and has helped many of our new and
more experienced beekeepers over the years, always showing great
patience and a helping hand. Not only did he help at our various apiary
and indoor meetings he also volunteered for the other events within the
association always with a willing smile.
For those of us lucky enough to have known him, we will miss his humour
and the twinkle in his eye as he imparted a gem of a story or made a wry
comment. It was our pleasure to have known him and, whilst he has left a
hole in our lives, we will cherish the memories of our time spent in his
company.
Our thoughts are with Denise and their family.

Solihull Beekeepers,
Warwickshire Beekeepers Association
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Honey Alchemy
SLOW COOKER CHICKEN
‘Hello everyone, may I
take this opportunity to
wish you all a Happy New
Year and hope that the
bee keeping season will
be a good one for us all.’
Here is a recipe for a slow
cooker chicken dish.
The slow cooker is a joy and
I often use mine, especially
on busy days as it’s such a
joy to come home to a meal
all hot and ready to serve.
By Denise Grove
SERVES 4 PREP 20 mins
COOK 5 hr EASY
INGREDIENTS
3 large, bone-in, skinless
chicken breasts
1/2 cup honey
1/2 cup light soy sauce

1/4 cup blackberry jam
1/4 cup hoisin sauce
2 Tablespoons olive oil
3 cloves garlic, minced
1/2 cup diced onion
1/4 teaspoon crushed red
pepper flakes (optional)
1 tablespoon corn flour

Sliced spring onion, for
garnish
Sesame seeds, for garnish

1. Arrange the chicken breasts in the slow cooker so that
they are not overlapping.
2. In a medium bowl, whisk together the honey, soy sauce,
blackberry jam, hoisin, olive oil, garlic, onion and crushed
red pepper flakes, and then pour the sauce over the
chicken. Cover the slow cooker and cook the chicken on
LOW for 4 to 5 hours until the chicken is fully cooked.
3. Using tongs remove the chicken from the slow cooker
(reserving the liquids) and place it on a cutting board.
Remove the bones then use two forks to shred the
chicken into smaller pieces. Place the shredded chicken in
a large bowl.
4. In a small bowl, whisk together the cornflour with 3
tablespoons of cold water.
5. Transfer the liquids from the slow cooker into a small
saucepan set over medium-high heat and whisk in the
corn flour liquid. Bring the sauce to a boil and cook it until
it reduces and has thickened slightly, about 3 minutes.
Pour the sauce over the chicken, tossing to combine.
6. Serve the chicken topped with sliced spring onions and
sesame seeds.
ENJOY!
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How to make Beeswax Wraps
We all have read about the increasing trend in replacing plastics with beeswax wraps as
the choice of packaging for all picnic essentials. The recipe below is perfect for the crafty
ones amongst us who wish to make them, perhaps using their own, or local beeswax.

You will need
100% cotton fabric or muslin (organic if possible), washed and ironed
Pinking shears
Pure beeswax (100g)
Jojoba oil (10g, for its antibacterial qualities)
Coconut or almond oil (10g, to make the fabric more pliable)
Pine resin, powdered (70g, you can buy it from baldwins.co.uk)
Clean brush with thin bristles
Baking parchment
Baking tray
Drying rack

1

Cut your pre-washed fabric to
the size you want using pinking
shears (to prevent fraying). A thin,
fine-weave cotton is best, as it is
easier to fold and wrap when infused
with wax; muslin or sheet-thickness
is ideal. The beeswax will turn your
fabric slightly yellow, so choose a
colour that won’t clash.
14

2

Put the pine resin (if in chunks,
roll it with a rolling pin to turn it
to powder) in a metal bowl and place
over a pan of simmering water.
When the resin starts to melt, add
the beeswax, almond or coconut oil
and jojoba. When the ingredients
have melted, mix together gently,
keeping the pan on a low heat.

3

Heat your oven to 140°C. Lay the
fabric on a baking sheet covered
with baking paper, making sure the
paper is bigger than your fabric. If
you’re making a large wrap, for
storing bread for example, it’s okay
to fold the fabric so it fits on your
baking sheet. Place in the oven for
two minutes to heat the fabric.

4

Take the tray out of the oven and,
working quickly, use your brush
to paint the fabric with the beeswax
mix. Return to the oven for a minute,
then remove and brush again to
ensure the wax is spread evenly all
over the cotton. Use pegs or just
drape the fabric on a rack to dry; it
will take only minutes.

Your wrap is then ready to use. Use the warmth of your hands to shape it
around a bowl, jar or sandwich. Don’t use your wrap to cover raw fish, eggs or
meat. Clean it with a cloth using cold-to-warm water – hot will melt the wax –
and a little detergent; rinse and hang to dry. If it needs a refresh after a few
months, place on a lined tray in a 140°C oven for three minutes.
Article by BBC Countryfile Magazine countryfile.com
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Book Review : The Book of Bees
I thought I would never buy another book
on bees...
...and then I discovered this one.

this book with the whole story presented
in an adult way. We leave the nest and it
shows ‘beemimicry’ in other words how
we have copied the honeybees nest
building technique.

It clearly explains pollination, their
importance to us in pollination, honey
and how it is extracted.
It moves on to when humans met bees,
honey hunters and their value to past
societies.
What are their enemies, and bang up to
date on the threat from Asian hornets all
cleverly presented in an appealing and
easily understood way for children.
The Book of Bees by Polish author and
beekeeper Piotr Socha is an outstanding
book for young beekeepers. Generally,
bee books for children present bees and
beekeeping very superficially and don’t
you get fed up with honeybees shown
wearing suits worn by wasps, in other
words they are not even presented in
their true colours. In this book they are
superbly illustrated in an accurate
appealing graphic style.

The footnote to each page has further
reading parents can use to brush up on
their own knowledge too!
I bought mine from the shop at Compton
Verney House for £16.50 but sadly
cheaper on Amazon.
Review by Mike Townsend

This book is a brilliant presentation of
honeybees starting in the age of the
dinosaur, the honeybee family presented
in true colours showing their life cycle and
behaviour. Children are not patronised in
16

The Book of Bees by Piotr Socha, published by
Thames & Hudson ISBN 978 0 500 65095 0

CAVEAT EMPTOR
Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any goods or
services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the website. Anyone purchasing
bees or nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are disease free and that they are
aware of the provenance of any queens.
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WBKA Committee
President Peter Spencer
T: 01926 856204
E: peterbee@ntlworld.com

Bee Inspectors
Seasonal (Apr - Sept only)

Chairman David Blower
T: 01608 685918
E: chairman@wbka.org.uk

Dave Bonner

Secretary Mike Blanco
T: 01527 591855
E: secretary@wbka.org.uk

Regional

T: 07775 119434

Colleen Reichling T: 07990 138898
Gordon Bull

T: 07747 010051

Colin Pavey T: 07775 119471

Treasurer Jan Willetts
T: 0121 249 1965
E: jan.willetts@blueyonder.co.uk

BDI Representatives

Examination Secretary
Jane Medwell
E: examsec@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

WBKA Representative

WB Editor Katerina Prokopiou
E: wbeditor@wbka.org.uk

Director & Claims Manager

Julian Routh T: 0121 3545956

Bernard Diaper T: 07711 456932

Web Master Peter Barclay
T: 02476 411275
E: webmaster@wbka.org.uk

Branch Secretaries
Birmingham

T: 07708 031926

E: bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk

Coventry

T: 02476 411275

E: cbka.secretary@wbka.org.uk

Nuneaton

T: 01827 880689

E: jandl.twidle@gmail.com

Rugby

T: 01788 833877

E: scj.scj@btinternet.com

Shipston

T: 07837 744791

E: secretary@sbka.org.uk

Solihull

T: 0121 7041731

E: solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com

Sutton Coldfield

T: 0121 3549451

E: lisa@daymond-king.co.uk

Copy Date for February Issue 20 January 2019
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