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The theme of the Branch Composite Display was ‘100 Years of Women’s Suffrage’
Here is the entry from Rugby Branch
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Warwickshire Events
4 Nov

12.00 Apiary Meeting
noon Come and view the new apiary site
London Road Allotments, Humber Rd, Coventry

Coventry

6 Nov

7.30

Social Evening
Park House

Sutton
Coldfield

12 Nov

7 for
7.30

Second Monday Meeting
Shipston
John Home giving useful advice after 50 years of bee
farming
Cherington Arms Inn, Cherington,
Shipston on Stour, CV36 5HS

12 Nov

7.30

Branch Meeting
Botany for Beekeepers - Stuart Roberts
Methodist Hall, Blossomfield Road, B91 1LG

Solihull

Branch Meeting
Chairman’s Evening. Bee Cosies by Ian Davidson
Erdington Methodist Church

Sutton
Coldfield

15 Nov

19 Nov

7.30

Branch Meeting
Beekeeping, Home & Away - John Home
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane, Allesley,
Coventry, CV5 9EQ

Coventry

21 Nov

7.30

Branch Meeting
Hornets - Margaret Murdin. Looking at the facts
behind these fascinating predators
Friends Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby

Rugby

30 Nov

7.30

Branch Meeting
Speaker: TBC
Dame Elizabeth Hall, Firbank Close, Bournville,
B30 1UA

Birmingham

4 Dec

7.30

Social Evening
Park House

Sutton
Coldfield

5 Dec

7.30

Branch Meeting
Christmas Social plus Bring & Share Supper
Friends Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby

Rugby

8 Dec

12 for Christmas Lunch
1pm Venue TBC

Birmingham

10 Dec

7 for
7.30

Second Monday Meeting
Cherington Arms Inn, Cherington,
Shipston on Stour, CV36 5HS

Shipston

11 Dec

7.00

Branch Christmas Meal
Toby Carvery, Sutton Park

Sutton
Coldfield
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Branch Meeting
Christmas social, festive buffet and quiz night
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane, Allesley,
Coventry, CV5 9EQ

Coventry

As members of the WBKA you are welcome to attend any of the
meetings and events listed in the Warwickshire diary pages

From the Chairman
The Honey Show and Lecture Day has come and gone until next year. Although this
year we were without a Honey Show Secretary, I was very pleased that the Honey
Show Committee, with volunteers from every branch, all contributed to the planning
and execution of the day. All went according to plan and I have had encouraging
reports from those attending.
It was good to have a large number of novice entries this year, with entrants taking
advantage of the tips for future entries provided during the open judging. We have to
wait to see if Sharif passed on enough for anyone to challenge him for the Sutton
Coldfield Cup next year!
I expect most of you will have heard of the increasing numbers of Asian Hornets
found in southern England this year. Given their typical rate of advance, we are only
two seasons away from them spreading to Warwickshire however, they could appear
here by other mechanisms sooner. I am very grateful that Julian Routh has offered to
facilitate training and support for Asian Hornet Action Teams (AHATs) in
Warwickshire. I trust every branch will take advantage. We need to be prepared.
Our colleagues in Wiltshire have instigated a plan for widespread spring trapping with
every beekeeper hanging at least one pheromone trap. Should we do the same?

David Blower

WARWICKSHIRE BEEKEEPER

On line and in colour on the WBKA website;
warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
The password protected members area
allows you to view the Year Book and many
other county documents.
The member password is available from
your Branch Secretary or the WBKA
webmaster.

See contact details on the back page
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Attention Branch Secretaries or Website Managers

Adding events to the WBKA web site can attract more visitors to your event and also
inform other branches about what you are doing.
The WBKA website has a user-friendly interface to add content, pages, news or
events to the calendar
To learn how to use this facility, and to arrange a one-on. one session to get you
started.
Contact pete@barclaysworld.com or webmaster@warwickshirebeekeepers.org

Warwickshire News
Coventry & District
Branch

Photo: Cathy Bonner

www.covbeebranch.co.uk
Branch activities for October have been
varied, with work continuing to get the
bees ready for winter, the Honey Show
and finalising the information for the
Special Branch Meeting about the
‘Future of The Branch Apiary’.
This year the bees have not been doing
what the books say – Do they ever? Of
the ten hives at the apiary; five have
followed the rules, three are nearly
doing so and two are outright
renegades. The renegades, despite
being strong in numbers and queen
right, are refusing to build up stores for
the winter. Feed, (ambrosia syrup) is
being taken down but the hives remain
too light to survive the winter, so despite
it being nearly the end of October, feed
is still being given to them. The three
wayward colonies have very belatedly
built up stores, so the feeders will be
removed from them soon.
The Honey Show was very well
supported by branch members, both in
terms of entries and also numbers at
the meeting. Congratulations to Dr Ulya
Lalo who won the inaugural Chris Skuse
Award for the Best Novice. Ulya also
came in second place for overall
number of points in the show. Dave
and Cathy Bonner won Best in Show
with their block of wax and also won the
prize for the greatest number of points
across all categories. John Home did a
great job of judging the entries.

Above: Coventry Chairman, Mick Hill
accepted the inaugural award of the
Chris Skuse Trophy for Best Novice form
judge John Home on behalf of Ulya Lalo
who could not be present on the night.
Below: Cathy & Dave Bonner won the
Best In Show Award
Photo: Cathy Bonner
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length of their tongues, some being as
long as 13mm, to the way in which they
fertilise tomato plants by shaking the
flowers to release pollen and the fact
that only their queens live through the
winter and each spring they start again
from scratch. We were informed that
one important difference between the
two branches is that, although they can
be given sugar water to revive them,
honey must never be used with
bumblebees as they may find it toxic.
There are also curiosities, such as their
preference for old rodent burrows in
which to nest and bird boxes where
mouse droppings appear to have a
particular attraction for them. A further
interesting point is that it would seem to
be a more enticing prospect to be a
male bumblebee than a honeybee, as
they do not lose their reproductive
organs during the process of mating!
May your supers be full, your swarms
few and the Sun always shine on your
apiary.

Pete Barclay is to be congratulated on
the organisation – everything went very,
very smoothly.
Whilst judging took place a Special
Branch Meeting was held to discuss the
future of the Branch Apiary. This had
been necessitated by the plans by
Garden Organic to sell their land at
Ryton.
The committee called the
meeting in line with the requirements of
the constitution. Dave Bonner gave a
presentation, outlining the position of the
Committee. This was followed by a
good discussion, with lots of questions.
The proposal “The Coventry Branch
Committee recommends moving the
Branch Apiary to the London Road
Allotments” was put to the meeting and
was passed by a unanimous vote of
members. Minutes of the meeting will
be circulated by the Branch Secretary,
Julia Barclay along with a copy of the
presentation for those members who
were not able to attend.
Work will start on the new site soon and
the first step will be a ‘bonfire’ working
party at site on Sunday 4th November,
starting at noon. This will clear the site
of rubbish and overgrowth, ready for
‘construction’ work to start. Updates on
progress will be given at each monthly
meeting.

John Twidle
Rugby Branch

The Honey Show, superbly organised
by Fran, was held on 20th October and it
was a celebration of Rugby Beekeepers
exhibits, kindly judged by John Home
and stepping into the breach at the last
minute to judge the cakes, Peggy
Threader.
This year, 13 individuals exhibited 79
items and we were delighted to see
over half of the exhibits were shown by
relatively new beekeepers and almost
every one received an award. John
commented that numerous classes of
honey and wax would sit comfortably at
county show level, which was a great
reflection on the standard this year.
The Members Cup, for gaining most
points and the Jean Malin Plate, for the
best honey cake were awarded to
Steve Brown. The Townsend Cup for
runner-up to Rowan Moore, the
Threader Novice Award to Martin
Wibberley, a new beekeeper and
another new beekeeper, Gillian

Dave Bonner
Nuneaton & Atherstone
Branch

For our first indoor session of the winter
season, we were fortunate to have Ron
Rock, representing the Bumblebee
Conservation Trust, give a highly
informative, passionate and entertaining
presentation
on
the
range
of
bumblebees that populate the country,
from the solitary bees to the social
varieties.
Ron’s presentation was
illustrated by numerous high-quality
photographs, many of which had been
taken in his own garden.
It was fascinating to find out many facts
about the differences between the
honeybee and its cousins, from the
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Berridge was awarded the Centenary
Cup for two jars of light honey.
Congratulations to all the individuals
who took part, exhibited items and
helped support Fran in various ways.
David Bonner provided a solid talk on
bee diseases, stressing the point
constantly that if the beekeeper
understands what is happening to the
bees on the frames, they will clearly
understand how to deal with the
problem.
The Rugby Branch ‘super team of 8’
provided a Branch Composite Display in
the County Honey Show and were
awarded second prize which was
excellent. Well done.
Finally, we were delighted to award six
Basic Certificates to new beekeepers at
the Honey Show, three of which
were awarded credits. The importance
of on-going education and the
professionalism of new and more
experienced beekeepers cannot be
underestimated, congratulations to you
all and thank you to Sam for mentoring
the study involved.

every three minutes, with the number of
queen cells started indicating the
amount of pheromone present. Other
films showed experiments to find out
which gland produces pheromone and
the queen’s reliance on free moment to
fan her pheromones.
We also learnt about the way intruder
worker bee behaviour dictates the
response from guard bees in a film
entitled “When Bee Meets Bee”.
Submissive behaviour, offering food
and tongue stropping when challenged
are the intruder’s way of seeking
acceptance from her new colony, while
a robber bee will be engaged in a fight
to the death. The newspaper method of
combining colonies (which I imagine
most of us use) avoids contact with
guard bees, but workers can still rely on
submissive behaviour when they realise
they are in the ‘wrong’ hive.
There is also a new ‘Winter Bee School’
starting for those interested in
continuing their learning over winter
months. Thanks again to David Blower
for initiating this.

Gail Plester
Shipston
Branch
th

James Taylor
Sutton Coldfield &
North Birmingham
Branch

On 8 October, (at our new meeting
venue, the Cherington Arms) David
Blower presented several short films
which introduced the research work of
Colin Butler and his team at
Rothamsted
Experimental
Station.
Butler was recruited in 1939 to work on
bee research and as the government’s
priority of optimising food production
during the war was intensified, Butler’s
entomology department soon grew
from two members of staff to 20. He
continued to work at Rothamsted until
his retirement in 1976.
The films (“An Abbott Production”)
summarised Butler’s research into
queen pheromones in the 1950s. One
of the films showed an experiment to
demonstrate that queen-right bees
inhibit queen cell build up by moving
over 20 workers from a queen-right
colony to a colony without a queen

20th September
Bob Gilbert gave a very interesting talk
on pheromones, on both endocrine and
exocrine
pheromones
and
the
consequences of having too much or
too little within a body, using Audrey
Hepburn as a human example. She
may have looked normal, but because
of when she was born, at the end of the
war and having endured malnutrition,
Audrey Hepburn had internal problems.
From the outside, she seemed healthy
and beautiful, but she did have many
health problems. It’s the same for bees
in their environment within hives, which
are dark, noisy, bustling places with lots
of other bees touching and pushing
about, whilst they get on with life.
Pheromones’ are one means of
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communication and internally they help
to develop a bee. So pheromones
are essential to bee and colony
development. It’s these pheromones
that keep a colony together, from brood
pheromone, which inhibits worker
bee’s ovary development. To drone
pheromone that attracts other drones.
This was an interesting talk and one
I would highly recommend.

There was noticeably more Dark Honey
this year and we’d love to hear other
Warwickshire experiences of this.
The atmosphere was relaxed (but
spiced with tension - we care!) and
open judging was rigorous and
informative. The informal arrangement
for tea meant that attendees could get
refreshments as needed and there was
the photographic class to be voted on
during John’s extended deliberations.
John was presented with a donation for
Bees Abroad from the entry fees
collected . Three jars of honey have
been donated to Myton Hospice.

Jitesh Patel
Warwick & Leamington
Branch

This month has seen our Honey Show;
a fun evening with the John Home
(Judge) and Matei Bolborea (Steward)
double act.

Jane Medwell

Ann Foden - Best Honey Cake

We are keen to involve a wider range of
members so attendance rising is a
really good sign. Members came along
to see what it was all about even if they
were not exhibiting. Seven new
members entered who had not had a go
before and the other 11 were old
hopefuls! One hundred and twelve
entries were received.
Each of the 19 classes had entries this
year which gave the opportunity for a
wide range of skills to be judged and
commented on.
The judge thought the quality of the
entries was generally of a good
standard with Medium Honey Cottager
Class and Candles class being
particularly identified as being of an
acceptable standard for County entry.
The Honey Judged on Flavour Only
class and the Photographic class
attracted the most entries (15).

Bev Oakley - Best In Show

Steve & Liz Bates - Most Points In Show
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Asian Hornet Action Team
Following my article in September WB
I have had several contacts showing
interest and decided to proceed
coordinating Asian Hornet detection
within the county for our members.

winter as they cost very little in time or
expense to make. Any leftover wine and
beer from Christmas could be a good
source of the bait for these traps. The
traps need to be visited daily, as any
other trapped insects should be
released so as to minimise any adverse
effects to the local insect populations.
Consequently, they are probably best
located at home rather than out apiaries;
at this time the queens will have little
interest in the hives.

Little can be done at this time of year as
most of the queens will be going into
hibernation as the weather gets colder,
but there is still a possibility of seeing
queens on ivy flowers if the weather is
warm enough, please keep an eye out.
The other possibility as the leaves fall
from the trees is that nests may be seen
that were previously hidden. Again, a
quick check may expose an old nest
which will be of little help this year, but
could give an indication of where to
keep a careful eye out next year.

If any Asian Hornet is caught or seen, it
should be reported immediately to
alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk by email or
via the Asian Hornet Watch app if you
have a smart phone (this app is free and
available for both iPhone and android).
Also, to speed up local action, email
Julian Routh at routhjulian@gmail.com
with enough details to contact you and
I will endeavour to visit soon after
to assist taking a specimen and
dispatching it to the NBU. At this stage
there may be no nest to find and in any
case removal of the queen will eliminate
the nest, only later on when workers
are found will location of the nest be
necessary.

There have been 9 confirmed sightings
of Asian Hornet in the UK this year and
6 nests have been destroyed, please
look on Beebase for full details. It is
obvious that some Asian Hornets are
established in the UK and there appears
to be no reason why Warwickshire could
not be next.
The intention of the Asian Hornet Action
Team in Warwickshire is not to replace
the work of the National Bee Unit in any
way, but to add local knowledge and
manpower to speed up identification and
location of any nest. The NBU can only
act once a sighting has been confirmed,
but with local confirmation nest tracking
can start and possibly save a few days
in nest destruction and limitation of
emergence of new queens.

I hope that this will meet with
acceptance of our members and that we
can act as an Association to minimise
any harm from Asian Hornet and delay
any impact for as long as possible. If
any further information is required
please contact me on the above email
and if required I have a lecture on
the subject which I can give to any
Association.

The work of the team will only really
come into importance next spring when
the new queens come out of hibernation
and this is when wider monitoring will be
of benefit. For this to work, wide
application of monitoring traps is
possibly the best way forward.
Description of how to make these traps
can be found on Beebase and making a
few of these can be a task for over

Julian Routh
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Warwickshre County Honey Show Report
This year the County Honey Show took place at NAEC Stoneleigh under the
supervision of WBKA Chairman, David Blower and a team of volunteer coordinators
drawn from each branch. The new venue proved very successful. The large reception
area provided ample space for registration and preparation and the display rooms
were light and airy.
The Novice Classes were judged by Sharif Khan and Douglas Nethercleft in open
judging, so members could learn first-hand the finer details being looked for. A high
number of entries and an audience made for a dynamic and very informative session.
The Show Judges appointed for the day were Gerry Collins, Alan Woodward and
David Shannon, ably assisted by our own stewards. Having judges of this level helps
us maintain and improve the standards in Warwickshire in general and encourages
those who wish to show their honey etc. in other competitions around the country.
The on-line system developed by Pete Barclay and Tristan Moore again worked
brilliantly and the judges commented that it was the best they had seen... and they
get around!
This year’s show attracted over 250 entries from 41 members of WBKA. The light and
medium honey benches were packed as usual and this year the dark honey also
attracted a strong line up. Prizes are awarded for specific achievements (see table
below) and the full results are available to read in the member’s area of WBKA
website.
At a show of this size, the judges can award a Blue Ribbon Award for the best exhibit
in the show. This year it was won by Graham Carver with his bottle Cherry Melomel,
so good that only half a bottle was left after the judging!
There were five very creative entries in the Branch Composite class themed around
‘100 years of Women’s Suffrage’ with Warwick and Leamington branch taking First
Prize.
Congratulations once again go to Sharif Khan for obtaining most points in the show
and to Birmingham Branch whose members gained most points overall.
Alongside the Honey Show, visitors were able to attend three, free, top class lectures;
Professor Steve Martin’s presentation on ‘Varroa, the ghost in the hive’ was nothing
short of fascinating! He explained his findings from detailed and involved research in
such a way that it was accessible to all. Who would have thought that a simple varroa
can alter its chemical identity within 3 hours of changing hive and thus maintain its
camouflage, be it on brood or bee?
Kirsty Stainton gave an overview of viral infections and an account of the current
research on Chronic Bee Paralysis Virus. Once again, we heard that good apiary
hygiene by the beekeeper can significantly reduce the transmission of viruses
between colonies.
Gerry Collins kept us all entertained after lunch with his humorous account of keeping
woodpeckers at bay, as well as recognizing and dealing with colonies with laying
workers. Techniques of mastering bad tempered bees came along with plenty of
anecdotes and some ingenious ways of finding the offending queen!
Thanks go to Celia Davis for the very useful lunchtime session on running Winter
Study Groups. There was lots of interest and I am sure we all who attended
benefitted from her knowledge and advice.

Helen Essex

(Warwick and Leamington Member of the County Honey Show Committee)
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Award name

Awarded for

Winner

Sutton Coldfield Cup

Individual with most points
(Classes 1-26)

Sharif Khan, Birmingham

Congress Cup

Runner up with most points
(Classes 1-26)

David Blower, Shipston

W. Preston Cup

Best entry Medium honey
(Class 2)

Bev Oakley, Warwick &
Leamington.

Margaret Allen Cup

Best entry in comb classes
(Classes 7-9)

Maurice West, Rugby

Nuneaton Cup

Branch with most points

Birmingham

BBKA Blue Ribbon

Best in Show

Graham Carver, Solihull

Centenary Trophy

Best Gift Honey (Class 20)

Amanda Cadge, Solihull

Tudor Goblet

Best cake (Classes 17 -18)

Andrew & Sarah Heath,
Solihull

Foster Bequest Cup

Most Points in Novice
Classes (27-31)

Ray Pearce, Shipston

National Honey Show
Entry Tickets

Winners of Novice Classes

Linda Tuffin, Nuneaton;
Mike Cherry, Shipston;
Ray Pearce, Shipston;
Jane Nino, Birmingham

Branch Composite Prize

1st: Warwick & Leamington;
Joint 2nd: Rugby & Shipston;
4th: Sutton Coldfield.

Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper
I’m heading into winter with only two colonies. Just as I was getting hopeful about the
smaller colony with the newly emerged queen getting established, that poor colony
got robbed by the daughter colony. I moved the colony away from the apiary and fed
them, which seemed to revive the bees. I was advised to give them another week to
see if the colony could be saved, but when I went back the following week, the
situation was even worse. There were very few surviving bees left, most had been
killed. There were dismembered bits of bees all over the nuc box. Unfortunately I’d
brought a friend with me who was interested in bees and had that romanticised idea
of beekeeping (which perhaps some of us have before we get into the realities of
beekeeping) and this situation certainly showed the brutal side to bees.
My colonies are to be inspected by an association member this weekend. I’m looking
forward to showing him the new site I’ll be moving them to & pick up some
suggestions for improvement in management.

Denali Enns

11

Warwickshire Beekeeper

November 2018

Honey Alchemy
Honey & Ginger Muffins

AN APOLOGY
Last month’s recipe didn’t contain honey! How many of you noticed?
Many thanks to Julia, who did. The recipe should have read: **115g/4oz soft brown
sugar, or half sugar and half honey** I am so sorry but hope that you enjoyed the
recipe anyway, it tastes good either way!
(They were delish! Ed)

Denise

Revani (Greek Semolina Cake)
This recently won first prize and the Centenary Cup at the County Show at
Stoneleigh, so I thought I’d share the recipe with you. It’s really easy to make and
has the perfect balance of sweetness. It keeps well, though once you add the
yoghurt I would eat within 1 day as the topping can become quite runny

Need:

Cake ingredients:
200g fine semolina,
50g dry white breadcrumbs,
100g caster sugar,
3 tsp baking powder,
100g ground almonds,
1 large orange
75g honey
175g light olive oil,
3 eggs
Syrup ingredients:
juice and zest of 1 large orange,
200g honey,
2 cloves,
1 stick of cinnamon
50ml water
To serve:
200g thick/strained full fat Greek
yogurt,
50g chopped pistachio nuts,
Your best honey for drizzling

Do:

Preheat the oven to 200°C, grease and
line a 7 inch tin with parchment,
Mix all the dry cake ingredients
together in a large bowl.
Cut the orange into 8 and blitz in a food
processor until smooth. Add the eggs,
honey and oil and blitz again.

Pour onto the dry ingredients and mix until
smooth, then pour into the tin and smooth
the top.
Bake for 10 mins then reduce the oven to
180°C for 40 – 45 mins until golden and
risen.
Cool for 10 minutes in the tin, and then
remove from the tin onto a plate.
While the cake is cooking:
Combine the orange juice zest and spices
and warm gently to release the aromas.
Remove from the heat and add the honey,
mix well and strain. Use this to drench the
cake making sure it is all used.
Once cool and ready to serve, lightly stir
the yoghurt until smooth and pipe over the
cake, sprinkle with pistachios and drizzle
with your best honey. Enjoy!

Mandy Cadge
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Caveat Emptor
Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any
goods or services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the website. Anyone
purchasing bees or nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are disease free and
that they are aware of the provenance of any queens.
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WBKA WHO’S WHO
Peter Spencer

President

David Blower

Chairman
01608 685918
chairman@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

01926 856204

Mike Blanco

Secretary
01527 591855
secretary@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Jan Willetts

Treasurer
0121 249 1965
treasurer@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Jane Medwell

Examination Secretary
examsec@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Julia Barclay

WB Editor
02476 411275
wbeditor@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
Copy to julia@barclaysworld.com

Peter Barclay

Web Master 02476 411275
webmaster@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Branch Secretaries
Birmingham

07708 031926

bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk

Coventry

02476 411275

cbka.secretary@hotmail.co.uk

Nuneaton

01827 880689

jandl.twidle@gmail.com

Rugby

01788 833877

scj.scj@btinternet.com

Shipston

07837 744791

secretary@sbka.org.uk

Solihull

0121 704 1731

Solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com

Sutton Coldfield

0121 354 9451

lisa@daymond-king.co.uk

Warwick & Leamington

01926 632388

secretary@warleambees.org.uk

Bee Inspectors

BDI Representatives

SEASONAL BEE INSPECTORS
(April to September only)
Dave Bonner
07775 119434
Colleen Reichling
07990 138898

WBKA Representative
Julian Routh
0121 354 5956
Director & Claims Manager
Bernard Diaper
07711 456932

REGIONAL BEE INSPECTOR
Colin Pavey
07775 119471
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Items appearing in WB are not necessarily the view of
either the editor or Warwickshire Beekeepers Association
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