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Warwickshire Events
1&2
Sept

10 to
4.00

Birmingham Open Honey Show
Martineau Gardens, Edgbaston, Birmingham

Birmingham

Godiva Festival - volunteers required, contact
julia@barclaysworld.com
War Memorial Park, Coventry

Coventry

Branch Apiary Meeting & every Tuesday in
September. Sutton Apiary

Sutton
Coldfield

9 Sept

Taster Session for prospective beekeepers.
(booked places only)
Ryton Apiary, Garden Organic, Ryton on Dunsmore

Coventry

10 Sept 7.30

Branch Honey Show & Quiz
Dorridge Methodist Church, 135, Mill Lane, B93 8NY

Solihull

15 Sept 10 to
4.00

Fircroft College Heritage Open Day
1018, Bristol Road, Selly Oak, B29 6LH

Birmingham

15 Sept 3.30

Branch Apiary Meeting
Preparing for winter
(NB dependant on the vagaries of beekeeping)

Rugby

16 Sept 11 to
4.00

Highbury Heritage Open Day
Highbury Hall, Yew Tree Road, Moseley, B13 8QG

Birmingham

17 Sept 7.30

Branch Meeting
Preparing honey & wax for show - Dave Bonner
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane,
Allesley, CV5 9EQ

Coventry

20 Sept

Branch Meeting - Subject TBC
Erdington Methodist Church

Sutton
Coldfield

28 Sept 7.30

Branch Meeting
Understanding swarming & swarm control - Julian
Routh
Dame Elizabeth Cadbury Hall, Firbank Close,
Bourneville, B30 1UA

Birmingham

29 Sept 10 to
4.00

Warwickshire County Honey Show
Stoneleigh Park, Kenilworth, CV8 2LG

3 Oct

7.30

Introduction to Beekeeping (6 week course)
Fircroft College. Contact Ian Edwards;
ian.edwards@fircroft.ac.uk

Birmingham

7 Oct

2.30

Apiary Clean Up
Branch Apiary, Ravenshaw

Solihull

8 Oct

7.30

Branch Meeting
Solihull
Improving your bees the BIBBA way - Jo Widdicombe
Methodist Hall, Blossomfield Road, B91 1LG

1&2
Sept
4 Sept

5.30
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15 Oct

7.30

Branch Honey Show & Branch Discussion
Subject TBC
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane,
Allesley, CV5 9EQ

Coventry

23 Oct

7.30

Introduction to Beekeeping (6 week course)
Winterbourne House & Gardens. See listings at
Winterbourne H&G

Birmingham

26 Oct

7.30

Branch Meeting
Investigating biological controls of varroa mites
Scott Dwyer, Warwick University,
Dame Elizabeth Hall, Firbank Close, Bournville,
B30 1UA

Birmingham

As members of the WBKA you are welcome to attend any of the
meetings and events listed in the Warwickshire diary pages

LEARN MORE ABOUT
BEEKEEPING

YOU ARE INVITED TO

The Birmingham
Honey Show

The BBKA has correspondence courses
available for those beekeepers taking
one of the BBKA Modules or
Microscopy Course either individually or
as part of a study group.

1st & 2nd September
10am – 4pm both days

Correspondence courses are a form of
distance learning enabling you to study
at your own pace. An arrangement is
made with a qualified tutor for you to
send your written answers to set
questions that are designed to take you
through the syllabus.

Held at Martineau Gardens,
27 Priory Road, Edgbaston,
Birmingham B5 7UG
Contact Jan at
bdbkashowsec@gmail.com

A 50% refund of the Correspondence
Course fee is available from WBKA
once your first practice paper has been
submitted and marked by your tutor.
For further information about BBKA
courses and the Correspondence
Course visit the BBKA website;
www.bbka.org.uk/modules
Refund claims should be submitted to
the County Treasurer Jan Willetts;
treasurer@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
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Warwickshire News
Birmingham
Branch
th

Coventry & District
Branch

On Saturday 18 August one of our
apiary
managers
Noel
Parker,
organised an extraction day where two
kitchens were used for extracting the
association’s supers. This year, thanks
to the late Stan Dolphin’s donation of
his hives, we had a fair few supers to
extract. However, it was evident that
despite help being given over the last
year or two, there was little that could
be done with three supers that had
crystallised in the frames. There were
some very pretty frames where the bees
had drawn the wax way beyond the
woodwork; where did those metal
spacers come from? I bet they could tell
some tales.
A great team of members worked
together ensuring that all the equipment
was thoroughly cleaned, uncapping
station set up, extractors at the ready,
and tea makers ensuring everyone was
well watered. Some of the honey was
so thick it was taking quite some muscle
to turn the handle of the manual
extractor and I would like to say a great
big thank you to Sharif, who returned
home and collected his electric
extractor. Finally, at the end of the day,
cleaning the whole area began and
hopefully we left everything shipshape.
Thank you to everyone who took part.
I would like to congratulate our
members
who
took
the
Basic
Asessment this year and all passed,
three with credit, also to Jane Nimmo,
who passed her Bee Health Certificate.
Well done.

www.covbeebranch.co.uk
I begin by offering thanks to the
Coventry
Branch
members
who
volunteered their time to help with the
CBKA stand at the Fillongley Show on
12th August. The weather was quite
wet at times on the day but we were
under cover in the craft marquee and
the event was well attended by the
public despite the rain. We sold lots of
honey and the pick a straw game was a
hit as usual. (Thanks to Graham and
Jean Hobbins for constructing a new
game board for this season - the old
one was definitely past it’s best!)
The next event is the Godiva Festival
on 1st & 2nd September. I’ve had quite
a few volunteers for this but we’re a bit
under staffed for the Sunday if anyone
else could offer their assistance.
The final Branch Apiary meeting of the
summer took place on 19th August and
we now move on to the winter Meetings
held indoors at All Saints Church Hall,
Allesley on the 3rd Monday of the
month from 17th September to April
2019. The September meeting is a
presentation by Dave Bonner who, as
well as being a Master Beekeeper, is
also a Seasonal Bee Inspector for the
NBU. His subject will be ‘Preparing
Honey and Wax for the Branch Honey
Show’ and those of you who have been
members for a while will know that
Dave regularly wins the most points
trophy at the Branch Honey Show so he
knows his stuff. The aim of the Branch
Committee is to get as many members
as possible to join in with the show to
make it as competitive as possible, so
do come along and learn more!
I finish on a sad and disappointing
story. The Branch apiary team
discovered that we had been robbed of
3 nucs of bees at the end of July. The
netting fence around the apiary had

Jan Willetts
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been cut away and presumably the bees
loaded into a car or van and driven
away from the site. This is sad because
of the hard work which goes in to raising
queens and looking after the bees at the
apiary on behalf of the members and
disappointing because it would most
likely be someone who had visited us at
the apiary before (it isn’t the most
obvious site unless you know it’s there)
and someone who knew what they were
doing around bees - ie a fellow
beekeeper.
All the equipment was
marked with CBKA and naturally the
Police
were
informed.
Perhaps
something will turn up.

resulted in many members being able to
extract a bumper crop of honey and
able to leave adequate stores on for the
winter. Do remember to check for stores
and disease and treat accordingly.
As the honey is extracted, remember to
keep a few jars or frames for the Honey
Show in October, Fran Payne kindly
runs the show and will be sending a
schedule out in the near future. There
will be a few fine changes to the honey
show schedule this year, one being a
new award to be announced.
The summer social was held at
Margaret’s house and as usual, proved
to be a lovely opportunity both to view
her garden and for the branch members
to resume communications after the
holiday period.
An exciting agenda is starting to be
filled for the winter talks, starting on
September 19th with Bob Smith
discussing Pollen. It has incredible to
see the variations of colours in the
frames this season, so I am sure the
talk will be enlightening.
We are pleased to announce that six
candidates have been working on their
Basic course and other members are
considering Modules later in the year,
we wish them well and thank the tutors
for their ongoing support.
The Branch Apiary sessions have been
well attended, but we are in discussion
about varying the times to suit the
majority. When attending the apiary
please identify that you are a
beekeeper with a notice on your parked
car.
We are looking for a new Chair and
Secretary for next year, interested
parties please ask for further details.
In the past we have bought items in bulk
and found this a sensible and financially
rewarding way of providing stock, but
storage is often an issue, please contact
the committee if you are able to support
this project with a dry, safe, storage
space.

Julia Barclay
Nuneaton & Atherstone
Branch
It was only a short while ago that I was
writing of a late start to the season and
hoping that the bees would take it all in
their stride. Fast forward a couple of
months and it would seem that the season has been short, but intense, and
feeding to augment winter stores is imminent.
In the club apiary, we have had a
demonstration of extraction, ably led by
Linda Tuffin and, more recently,
assessment of varroa levels and
subsequent application of MAQs.
Members have been reporting good
yields and hopefully, we can persuade
them to demonstrate the quality of their
honey at the Warwickshire County Honey Show.
Shortly, we will be mounting a second
display over the Bank Holiday weekend
at Dobbies Garden Centre as payment
our “rent”.
May your supers be full, your swarms
few and the Sun always shine on your
apiary.

John Twidle

Rugby Branch

Gail Plester

We have been very fortunate with the
warmth over the late spring and
summer, which appears to have
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Solihull Branch

Shipston Branch

The hot weather did not deter
beekeepers from attending the weekly
meetings despite us wilting as we
inspected the hives.
Most of us have now harvested our
honey crop and are hopefully preparing
for our forthcoming honey show.
There were two key events that
beekeepers participated in recently: the
‘Pizza and Pudding Afternoon’ and
‘Rowington & Lowsonford Village
Show.’
Here are Richard’s and Ian’s reports...

My apologies to James Taylor and
Shipston Branch for omitting this part of
their branch news from the August
edition of WB. Ed
A diverse range of topics were
discussed during the Shipston Branch
monthly meeting at The Gate in Brailes
on 9th June;
We debated varroa treatments and
discussed the importance of applying
Apiguard in August when temperatures
are likely to be above 15 degrees
Celsius, to enable efficient evaporation.
We discussed the value of starting
autumn feeding when the second tray of
Apiguard was still in place in early
September to help stimulate the queen
to lay and ensure a good build up of
winter bees.
We debated the pros and cons of
moving bees to the heather and the
importance of using very strong
colonies and moving frames of eggs to
the outside of the brood box to ensure
honey is stored in the supers. It was
suggested that a wet June helped
deliver a good heather nectar flow and
we need to start preparing colonies
early in the season. In other words, it’s
probably not worth thinking about for
this year but all being well, next year…
(How often do we say that as beginner
beekeepers?)
We discussed honey processing.
Twenty seven degrees Celsius is the
ideal for extraction and an old fridge
fitted with a light bulb, can serve as a
low cost warming cabinet. Heat mats
are another option.
We shared thoughts on preparing nucs
for winter and the value of using division
boards within a brood box to enable
colonies to share heat.
All in all, another excellent meeting with
lots of friendly banter and tips shared
amongst the 30 or so people who came
along

‘On Sunday 22nd July, Solihull Branch
held what has become their annual
“Pizza & Pudding Afternoon” proceeds
of which go to ‘Bees Abroad’ and ‘Bees
for Development’. As usual, the event
was well attended and the weather was
glorious.
Mandy and Brian (who host the event)
provided lots of shade as well as a
huge amount of food and drink. Guests
were spoilt for choice with toppings for
their DIY pizzas, which were quickly
cooked in the pizza oven by Mandy and
Brian’s son, Sam. I must thank Denise
for her assistance in helping Mandy on
the day. There was also a barbeque on
the go; we were treated to hand made
sausages from Sarah and Andrew
(spicy Cajun or tomato) and Andrew
also provided some excellent home
brewed beer.
It was a lovely social afternoon for
beekeepers and their families and
friends and when the pizzas and
sausages were all consumed it was on
to the puddings – at least 3 each!!
There were lemon pots, fruit, crème
brûlée, brownies, meringues as well as
Mandy’s award winning honey ice
cream, to name but a few. Everyone
thoroughly enjoyed themselves and it is
estimated that £480 was raised.’

Richard Groves

On Saturday 4th August, the branch
attended the Rowington & Lowsonford
Village Show. We believe that the show

James Taylor
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Congratulations are in order as several
of our members achieved some
commendable results in the recent
Module 3 exam ‘Honey Bee Pests,
Diseases & Poisoning’ and the Basic
Assessment. Also, thank you to Brian
and Mandy for hosting a ‘Honey
Extraction’ workshop where lots of hints
and tips were given
during the
demonstration.
Please note that our indoor meetings
take place on the second Monday
evening of the month at the Methodist
Hall, Blossomfield Road, Solihull
B91 1LG, unless otherwise stated.

had about 400 visitors and a good
number of them came to our stand
where they were able to look for the
queen in the observation hive.

Channy Collins
Sutton Coldfield &
North Birmingham
Branch
th

19
July. Sutton Coldfield Annual
Barbecue
It’s the time of year for our annual
barbecue. This year, with the unusually
warm summer, it was a fabulous
evening, warm and without a cloud in
sight. It was well attended and with over
50 people present. Bob Gilbert was at
the grill turning sausages and burgers
and kept food coming.
A number of people reported seeing
hornets in their gardens – about 2
inches long: we were able to talk about
various ‘wasp-like creatures’ and Celia
had taken her display of various
hymenoptera which sparked a lot of
interest. A number of people bought
honey produced (or at least harvested)
by our members.
We noticed that this year the show had
a class for ‘One jar of honey’ for which
there was only one entry. If we had
known, that entry would probably not
have won first place!
Thanks to Becky Hall for organising the
event, especially as she had to arrange
the loan of a tent.’

Our local Member of Parliament,
Andrew Mitchell attended, as he does
most years. He gave a small speech
about the importance of beekeepers
and offered to assist in any bee related
political campaigns. He also mentioned
how he enjoys our barbecues as it is

Ian Davidson
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normally held on the last day before
parliament has it’s summer break.
We had a small raffle, followed by
strawberries and cream. It’s always a
pleasure to see so many beekeepers
come out and enjoy an evening of food
and folic. Towards the end of the
evening we had a barbershop choir,
Anvil Choir, give us their rendition of
various songs.

very impressive that the novice found
and dealt with it properly!
This month has definitely felt like a
turning point; forage is dropping off, 12
members have successfully completed
Basic Assessments, we are all
thinking about winter preparations and
becoming more interested in honey
(and books), than bees.

Jane Medwell

Jitesh Patel
Warwick & Leamington
Branch

Books, Bees &
Modules

This is a sticky time for Warwick &
Leamington - combining extraction and
feeding. This is the first session our
extraction unit and co-op purchasing
have been consolidated in the same
place and it has been a great success
so far. The extraction unit is being well
used (and was booked solid for some
weeks) and Clive is preparing to
distribute 8 tonnes of Ambrosia syrup to
members. That’s a lot of bees being
fed.
The branch session about honey show
preparation by John Home was great
and not too scary. It has motivated us
to get ready for next month’s honey
show (which, in turn we hope will
contribute to the County Honey Show).
To encourage more members to enter
the show we have purchased some
display cases for frames. Maybe it is
easier to select a frame for show than to
prepare bottled honey? We have also
got a daring new cake recipe!
Branch apiary sessions have had a very
good number of members participating
throughout the season; Recently,
members have reviewed the options for
varroa treatment, where necessary. It is
a good opportunity for members to
evaluate treatments they don’t use
themselves.
This season we have had a small
number of cases of EFB in our area
(and the full support of our Bee
Inspectors, of course). It is sad that a
first year beekeeper was affected, but

This season 45 beekeepers have
achieved the Basic Certificate of
Apicultural Proficiency (so far) in
Warwickshire, making this a particularly
successful year for the county. This is
good for the beekeeping community;
these beekeepers practice good
husbandry, contribute to disease
prevention and can help others.
So what now?
Going into autumn, those with the Basic
Certificate can think about exploring
some of the modules available from the
BBKA.
These are;
Module 1 - Honey Bee Management
Module 2 - Honey Bee Products and
Forage
Module 3 - Honey Bee Pests,
Diseases and Poisoning
Module 5 - Honey Bee Biology
Module 6 - Honey Bee Behaviour
Module 7 - Selection & Breeding of
Honey Bees
Module 8 - Honey Bee Management,
Health and History
There is a huge amount of excellent
material about all of these topics; in
books (list on the BBKA website) and
on the internet. You can study on your
own or with a friend, but our top tip is to
form a study group. This is a regular
meeting of a few members interested in
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studying one of the modules (and usually involves cake). Group members select
questions and share answers and sources of interesting information. If you form a
study group you can also take advantage of the BBKA correspondence courses,
which offer sample papers and feedback.
If a Warwickshire study group does this, the county will pay half the cost. There will
be more information about study groups at the Warwickshire Honey Show this year,
where Celia Davis will be promoting study groups and sharing her top 10 tips for
running them.
Upcoming module examination dates are 10th November 2018 and 23rd March 2019,
so why not think about going for one of these? To enter for a module, simply go to
the BBKA website, look at the syllabus (linked above) and send an entry form to the
WBKA Examinations Secretary, Woodbine Cottage, Eathorpe, Leamington Spa,
CV33 9DE.

Jane Medwell

Beekeepers fear Asian hornet fight
is being lost
Beekeepers fear they are losing the fight to control the spread of the aggressive Asian
hornet after the invasive insects destroyed seven hives in St Lawrence this week.
John de Carteret, who is leading the Island’s efforts to seek out and destroy hornet
nests, said although they were receiving a great many reports of Asian hornet
sightings they simply did not have enough volunteers to follow them up. ‘We are
struggling, as we don’t have enough people to help us,’ he said. ‘We are also starting
to get reports of hornets in people’s houses, which is concerning us.’
Two secondary nests, which can hold 6,000 hornets, each with the appetite to eat up
to 50 honey bees in a single day, were due to be destroyed this morning at Ouaisné,
taking the total number of secondary and smaller primary nests found since April to
18.
Mr. de Carteret said it was upsetting that the seven bee hives were destroyed this
week, especially as the taskforce formed by the Jersey Beekeepers Association and
Environment Officers had been tracking hornet movements to enable them to locate
and destroy their nests.
Earlier this year the task force announced Asian hornet with an identification tag
plans to form ‘first-response’ groups of
volunteers in each parish to help them
confirm sightings, which can be a
time-consuming process when the key aim
is to locate and destroy nests.
‘This has not really worked out, even
though we have around 30 volunteers, as
there is one parish without any volunteers
and only one in another,’ he said. ‘We need
people who have got the time to stand
around and monitor Asian hornet activity
and learn how to track them.’
Paula Thelwell, Jersey Evening Post
1st August 2018
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Proposal to form an
Asian Hornet Action Team in Warwickshire
Most of you will have seen information regarding the Asian hornet and how to
recognise it. It is probably not here yet but has been seen in the last two years and
could appear almost anywhere. The best and possibly the only way to prevent an
invasion is to identify any Asian hornet seen, track it back to the nest and have the
nest destroyed before any new queens can emerge. The life cycle is complex and
was well described in articles in June BBKA News. The most common time for
sightings around beehives is late August through to the end of October, when the
nests are at full strength and will soon release the new queens. BBKA is promoting
an Asian Hornet Action Week 10th - 16th September for all members to act and check
their hives for any signs.
The big question is, what happens if any Asian hornets are seen? The advice is to
catch one and send it off to the National Bee Unit after notifying the Non-Native
Species Secretariat; this sound simple but is not always so.
It is proposed that Warwickshire set up an Asian Hornet Action Team (AHAT) to help
any member who has seen, or suspects the presence of Asian hornets in their
apiary. The team will have the equipment to catch the hornets and send them off.
The AHAT will work closely with the National Bee Unit to help with any follow up
work in finding nests as in previous years the bee inspectors have been fully
occupied with individual finds and if sightings are seen in more than one area they
will, I am sure, welcome any help offered. Devon BKA has pioneered this approach
and their methodology is on the website; ahat.org.uk but in summary, the aims of the
teams are:
1. To increase the numbers of people working on each case of incursion to assist
Bee Inspectors who are thin on the ground.
2. To get ahead of the game while waiting for formal identification of an incursion
by NNSS and NBU.
3. To give local beekeepers and public some reassurance and confidence that the
hornets are being dealt with sooner rather than later.
4. To educate BKA members and the public in the identification and risk of Vespa
velutina, as our colleagues in Jersey are doing successfully.
This is not a minor task and will need some volunteers from across Warwickshire to
form a team, I (Julian Routh) have offered to coordinate the team as an ex SBI and
studying entomology, I have all of the equipment ready and I am well known to the
local Bee Inspectorate.
The purpose of this article is to ask for volunteers who are prepared to give some of
their time to meet the aims above, which will be primarily education if no hornets are
found but may take more time and effort in case of a confirmed sighting. I would also
like this to have the backing of the Warwickshire Trustees so could you let your
Branch Trustees know if you think that this would be beneficial for Warwickshire
Beekeepers.
I hope that this year will simply be to establish a team and prepare for the future but
the sooner that preparations are made the better chance we have to limit or even
delay an invasion.
My contact is routhjulian@gmail.com if you want to offer help or simply offer support.

Julian Routh
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Honey Alchemy
Brian’s Seven Hour Ribs
These were hoovered up almost as quickly as Andrew Heath’s sausages at
the last Solihull Beekeepers Pizza and Puddings event in July 2018, They
actually only take about 4 ½ hours to cook, in 2 stages, and you can have
an overnight break…

Stage1: Very slow roast
ribs

Stage 2: Rib rub
Need:

100g salt
100g paprika
50g mustard powder
30g garlic powder
25g ground black pepper
10g dried onion (optional)
15g dried chilli (optional, but everything
is better with chilli)
10g ground cumin
200g brown sugar

Need:

3-4 racks of ribs (about 10 ribs each)
100g black treacle
50g liquid smoke
2-3 tbs salt

Do:

Remove the fibrous membrane from the
concave side of the ribs (grab it with a
piece of kitchen roll and it will pull off
quite easily).
Mix the treacle and liquid smoke
together and paint it all over each rack
of ribs then sprinkle lightly with the salt.
Wrap each rack tightly in tin foil and
place side by side on an oven tray.
Place the tray in the oven set at 80°C
(yes, that low) and bake for 4 hours.
Once cooked, the ribs can be chilled
overnight (still wrapped in the tin foil).
The long slow cooking should mean that
the meat is cooked fully without
shrinking and falling off the bone

Do:

Place all the ingredients together in a
bowl and mix well, (there will be enough
for another recipe).
Keep in an airtight container. Then, on
the day of eating:

Stage 3:
Need:

Approximately 1lb of honey (bakers
honey is fine for this)
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Do:

Preheat the oven to hot, hot, hot (230°C), or light the barbecue.
Release the ribs from the foil and remove any congealed fat or jelly.
Sprinkle generously with the rub and place side by side, concave side down on an
oven tray.
Bake for 10 – 15 minutes to crisp up and reheat.
Once they reach your ideal level of char, with the outer crust looking like jerky,
remove and carve into individual ribs.
Place on a serving dish and drizzle with honey, then sit back and listen to the
contented silence as everyone devours them. ENJOY!

Mandy Cadge

Martian Laser can Detect Fake Honey
A laser tool funded by the European Space Agency to measure carbon on Mars has
been used to detect fake honey. The counterfeit goods trade might more commonly
be associated with handbags and watches, but it turns out that the world of honey
trading is also a murky one, riddled with smuggling and fakery. According to a US
Food Safety News investigation, more than a third of honey consumed in the US has
been smuggled from China and may be tainted with illegal antibiotics and heavy
metals. To make matters worse, some honey brokers ‘create’ counterfeit honey using
a small amount of real honey, bulked up with sugar, malt sweeteners, corn or rice
syrup, “jaggery” (a type of unrefined sugar) and other additives - known as honey
laundering. This honey is often mislabelled and sold on as legitimate, unadulterated
honey in places such as Europe and the US.
Thanks to a new laser "isotope ratio-meter" developed at the Rutherford Appleton
Laboratory (RAL) at Harwell, this fake honey can be detected. The device has small,
highly accurate lasers designed to be sent into space to look for trace amounts of gas
in very small samples. The laser has an adjustable optical frequency or ‘colour’ that
can be beamed at a gas sample and the frequency adjusted until that specific to a
particular gas is reached - the light is then partially blocked. "Each molecule and each
of its isotopic forms, has a unique spectrum. If, on the other hand, you know what you
are looking for, you can simply set the laser to the appropriate frequency," explained
Damien Weidmann, Laser Spectroscopy Team Leader at RAL Space. The relative
levels of different isotopes can reveal information about the history of the formation of
the molecule. Weidmann is keen to use the system to examine the Martian
atmosphere. A bacterial origin would indicate life had occurred on Mars. The same
tool can be used to scan the carbon dioxide released from burning a few milligrams of
honey, to see whether it is a cheap substitute or not.

RAL Space has teamed up with UK Company, Protium MS to develop a small
portable device that can be used to probe for counterfeit foods - not just honey. This
will provide a carbon isotope fingerprint that shows the product's provenance. David
Bell, director of Protium, explains that honey is a "classic example because it's
expensive to buy, but it is easy to make a counterfeit product that looks very similar
using sugar instead of bees." Laser analysis of this sort can then match the honey to
the flowers of a specific geographic region.
Ipswich & East Suffolk BKA via eBees
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Caveat Emptor
Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any
goods or services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the website. Anyone
purchasing bees or nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are disease free and
that they are aware of the provenance of any queens.
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WBKA WHO’S WHO
Peter Spencer

President

David Blower

Chairman
01608 685918
chairman@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

01926 856204

Mike Blanco

Secretary
01527 591855
secretary@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Jan Willetts

Treasurer
0121 249 1965
treasurer@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Jane Medwell

Examination Secretary
examsec@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Julia Barclay

WB Editor
02476 411275
wbeditor@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
Copy to julia@barclaysworld.com

Peter Barclay

Web Master 02476 411275
webmaster@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Branch Secretaries
Birmingham

07708 031926

bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk

Coventry

02476 411275

cbka.secretary@hotmail.co.uk

Nuneaton

01827 880689

jandl.twidle@gmail.com

Rugby

01788 833877

scj.scj@btinternet.com

Shipston

07837 744791

secretary@sbka.org.uk

Solihull

0121 704 1731

Solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com

Sutton Coldfield

0121 354 9451

lisa@daymond-king.co.uk

Warwick & Leamington

01926 632388

secretary@warleambees.org.uk

Bee Inspectors

BDI Representatives

SEASONAL BEE INSPECTORS
(April to September only)
Dave Bonner
07775 119434
Colleen Reichling
07990 138898

WBKA Representative
Julian Routh
0121 354 5956
Director & Claims Manager
Bernard Diaper
07711 456932

REGIONAL BEE INSPECTOR
Colin Pavey
07775 119471
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Items appearing in WB are not necessarily the view of
either the editor or Warwickshire Beekeepers Association
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