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1 Aug 7.00 Branch Apiary Meeting & every Wednesday in 
August.  Ravenshaw Apiary 

Solihull 

4 Aug 2.00 Branch Apiary Meeting & every Saturday in  
August. Highbury Park, Kings Heath 

Birmingham 

5 Aug  Elliot’s Field Event 
The branch will be hosting a marquee in conjunction 
with Warwickshire Wildlife Trust 

Rugby 

7 Aug 5.30 Branch Apiary Meeting & every Tuesday in  
August. Sutton Apiary 

Sutton 
Coldfield 

9 Aug  Branch Meeting 
Preparing Hive Products for Showing 

Warwick & 
Leamington 

12 Aug  Fillongley Show - volunteers required, contact 
julia@barclaysworld.com 

Coventry 

18 Aug 11 to 
1.00 

Branch Apiary Meeting - Assessing varroa loads & 
treatments. (NB dependant on the vagaries of  
beekeeping)  

Rugby 

18 Aug 1.30 Bring & Share Summer Social 
Please see your newsletter for details 

Rugby 

18 Aug 10.00 Honey Extraction Workshop - one super per  
Member. Noel Parker. Winterbourne Gardens 

Birmingham 

19 Aug 3.00 Branch Apiary Meeting 
The bees are inspected most Sundays at 3pm   
Garden Organic, Ryton-on-Dunsmore 

Coventry 

1 & 2 
Sept 

10 to 
4.00 

Birmingham Open Honey Show 
Martineau Gardens, Edgebaston, Birmingham 

Birmingham 

1 & 2 
Sept 

 Godiva Festival - volunteers required, contact 
julia@barclaysworld.com 
War Memorial Park, Coventry 

Coventry 

4 Sept 5.30 Branch Apiary Meeting & every Tuesday in  
September. Sutton Apiary 

Sutton 
Coldfield 

9 Sept  Taster Session for prospective beekeepers. 
(booked places only) 
Ryton Apiary, Garden Organic, Ryton on Dunsmore 

Coventry 

10 Sept 7.30 Branch Honey Show & Quiz 
Dorridge Methodist Church, 135, Mill Lane, B93 8NY 

Solihull 

15 Sept 10 to 
4.00 

Fircroft College Heritage Open Day 
1018, Bristol Road, Selly Oak, B29 6LH 

Birmingham 

15 Sept 3.30 Branch Apiary Meeting - Preparing for winter 
(NB dependant on the vagaries of beekeeping)  

Rugby 

 Warwickshire Events  
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As members of the WBKA you are welcome to attend any of the meetings 
and events listed in the Warwickshire diary pages 

 

LEARN MORE ABOUT  
BEEKEEPING 

 
The BBKA has correspondence courses 
available for those beekeepers taking 
one of the BBKA Modules or            
Microscopy Course either individually or 
as part of a study group.  
 

Correspondence courses are a form of 
distance learning enabling you to study 
at your own pace. An arrangement is 
made with a qualified tutor for you to 
send your written answers to set    
questions that are designed to take you 
through the syllabus.  
 

A 50% refund of the Correspondence 
Course fee is available from WBKA 
once your first practice paper has been 
submitted and marked by your tutor. 
 

For further information about BBKA 
courses and the Correspondence 
Course visit the BBKA website; 
www.bbka.org.uk/modules 
Refund claims should be submitted to 
the County Treasurer Jan Willetts;  
treasurer@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk 

16 Sept 11 to 
4.00 

Highbury Heritage Open Day 
Highbury Hall, Yew Tree Road, Moseley, B13 8QG 

Birmingham 

17 Sept 7.30 Branch Meeting - Preparing Honey & Wax for 
Show 
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane,  
Allesley, CV5 9EQ 

Coventry 

20 Sept  Branch Meeting - Subject TBC 
Erdington Methodist Church 

Sutton 
Coldfield 

28 Sept 7.30 Branch Meeting - Subject TBC 
Dame Elizabeth Cadbury Hall, Firbank Close, 
Bourneville, B30 1UA 

Birmingham 

29 Sept 10 to 
4.00 

Warwickshire County Honey Show 
BBKA Headquarters, Stoneleigh Park 

 

 
YOU ARE INVITTED TO  

 

The Birmingham  
Honey Show 

 

1st & 2nd September 
 10am – 4pm both days 

 
Held at Martineau Gardens,  
27 Priory Road, Edgbaston,  

Birmingham B5 7UG 
 

Contact Jan at  

bdbkashowsec@gmail.com  

mailto:bdbkashowsec@gmail.com


4 

Warwickshire Beekeeper  August  2018  

From the Chairman 
 

Please register 
 

The Honey Show and Lecture Day take place on Saturday 29
th
 September and with 

the new format of 3 beekeeping lectures running alongside the honey show. We are 
anticipating a strong turn out from you, our members. We will be using one of the 
more spacious facilities on the Stoneleigh Park site (not the BBKA HQ) but to help 
with our planning we need to know how many people to expect. Therefore, I am   
asking everyone who intends coming to the lectures to please register as early as 
possible beforehand.  
 

How do I register?  
From 1st August there will be a registration area on the News section in the WBKA 
website https://warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk/category/news/ and follow the link for 
Lectures. Please use this to let us know you intend coming and we will be able to 
plan parking, seating and catering.  
 

The lectures are all very relevant to our quest to help Warwickshire beekeepers   
become even better beekeepers. It is amazing how much better behaved my bees 
became the more I learned about the craft and bee behaviour. In summary the     
lectures are:- 
 

‘Varroa, the ghost in the hive’, Professor Steve Martin, Salford University. 
Steve will be reporting on fascinating research into how bees recognize other bees 
within the hive, how the varroa mite can camouflage itself and the implications this 
has for reliance on hygienic behaviour to combat varroa. 
 

‘Viral infections in honeybees’, Kirsty Stainton , National Bee Unit, York.  
In recent years, many beekeepers in Warwickshire have suffered colony losses from 
Chronic Bee Paralysis Virus (CBPV). We will be getting an update on the research 
that the NBU have been undertaking on CBPV and other viral infections which impact 
honey bee colonies (How many can you name?). 
 

‘How do I sort this out?’ Gerry Collins, NDB & Master Beekeeper.  
In his own unique down-to-earth style Gerry will cover some of the head scratching 
situations we encounter in our hives and practical solutions to resolve them.  
 

If that is not enough, at lunchtime, Celia Davis will be hosting an open meeting for 
anyone looking to join or set up a study group this winter, and there will be the     
opportunity to look at the range of honeys and other hive products on display at the 
Honey Show. I hope you will take the opportunity to enter some of your hive products 
at this year’s show, especially as the recent weather has apparently contributed to 
some very promising honey “best in living memory!” according to Bernard Diaper, 
whose memory goes back a very long way! 
 

All free to Warwickshire members.  

David Blower 
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Coventry & District 
Branch 
www.covbeebranch.co.uk 
The Ryton Apiary team and the Branch 
Committee have been very pleased to 
see an increasing number of newer 
members regularly attending the weekly 
meetings on Sunday afternoons over 
the past few months.  They have been 
growing in confidence and expertise by 
helping to inspect and care for the 
branch bees and those who are ready 
have now been supplied with bees of 
their own.   
Joining in with branch activities has 
many rewards including easy access to 
a host of experienced beekeepers   
willing to give advice when the bees 
don’t do what is expected. Speaking of 
joining in - the branch has two events 
coming up for which many hands make 
light work; 
The first is the Fillongley Show on      
the 12th August which is always a  
great day.  This is a lovely traditional        
agricultural show with farm animals, 
tractors, dog show, gymkhana,        
vegetable and craft competitions.  We 
have a table in the craft tent with the 
observation hive, our famous ‘Pick a 
Straw’ game, plus honey and candles 
for sale.  Why not volunteer to be on the 
stand for a couple of hours and then 
enjoy the rest of the show? 
The second event is the Godiva       
Festival which is a regular event on the     
Coventry Branch calendar, although the 
timing of it has been moved to 1st & 
2nd of September this year, which is 
rather later than usual.  This is also a 
great day out (two days actually) and 
free entry.  We will have the stand set 
up in the Greenspace Tent and after 
helping out there are lots of activities 
and the free music festival to enjoy.  For 
both events members can sell their own 
honey alongside the branch honey for a 
small donation to the branch and an  

Warwickshire News 
Birmingham Branch 
June proved to be a busy month for us; 
we held a beekeeping taster day for 
members of the pubic interested in  
finding out more about beekeeping and 
two allotments held their open days on 
the same day, but fortunately willing    
members came forward to man the 
stalls, one with an observation hive and 
honey for sale. 
Bournville Festival is a large affair with 
many attractions including the annual 
Maypole Dance finishing with a firework 
display. We were invited to have a stall 
educating the public about bees and 
beekeeping which was held in a very 
large marquee along with crafts,      
environmental issues and plant sales. 
The observation hive was taken along 
and as always was never vacant of 
someone wanting to know more about 
what they could see. The day is family 
orientated and we also had a table for 
candle rolling that proved quite        
competitive at times with families    
comparing their rolling to see whose 
candle was the ‘best’. 
The bees have been busy in this     
wonderful weather and many of us will 
soon be preparing to bring in our      
harvest, which brings me to remind you 
all of our Annual Open Honey Show on 
the 1st & 2nd September. We would like 
to invite as many of you in the County to 
not only enter but invite you to visit us at 
Martineau Gardens and enjoy this    
wonderful venue. The schedule and 
entry form will soon be found on our 
website 
www.birminghambeekeepers.com. 

Jan Willetts 

 

 

http://www.birminghambeekeepers.com
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and using a fine paintbrush, had lifted 
larvae out of the cells and placed them 
into plastic cups.  These cups were then 
mounted on a board and placed in a 
queenright colony (the Ben Harden 
method), above the excluder in a      
second brood box.  This second box 
had only 4 frames, including frames with 
a good supply of pollen, a frame of   
unsealed brood (to encourage the nurse 
bees up into this second box) and two 
thick dummy boards.   The worker bees 
then built new queen cells around these 
plastic cups until they were fully formed. 
These were then caged before being 
moved to the mini nucs. (They were 
caged ahead of removal to the mini 
nucs in order to prevent the emerging 
queens from killing each other in the 
event that they emerged before        
removal.) Tim had then inserted a 
caged queen safely into each of the 
mini nucs along with a small yoghurt 
carton  (about 300ml) of nurse bees.  
His timing was perfect for the apiary 
visit. 

We checked all the mini nucs and whilst 
we didn’t see all the new virgin queens, 
we did see which queen cells had 
hatched perfectly, (with the rounded end 
chewed off) and those which had not.  
Even though we didn’t see all the new 
queens, we judged by the mood of the 
mini colonies whether a queen had 
hatched.  The success rate of raising 
and hatching the new queens was    
considered to be around 80%. 

 

hour or two on the stand. 
Contact cbka.secretary@hotmail.co.uk 
for more information or to volunteer  

Julia Barclay 
 

Rugby Branch 
The social evening in July, arranged by 
one of the new committee members was 
very successful and an excellent      
conduit for communication between the 
newer and more experienced           
beekeepers. 
Project Dirt – This is a UK based      
network very much involved with      
connecting and resourcing community 
led projects. Rugby Branch contacted 
the company and was successfully 
awarded a grant, which has been used 
for education and promotion of          
honeybee awareness to the local     
community. On August 5th RBKA will be 
involved with the new community project 
with which the grant was associated at    
Elliott’s Field, along with Warwickshire 
Wildlife Trust (Brandon Marsh), who 
were also supported by Project Dirt. 
The branch have been delighted to  
support the new beekeepers who     
attended the February course and have 
provided each member with bees, even 
though swarms have been rare this 
spring. Well done to all those involved.  

Gail Plester  
 

Shipston Branch 
We had a most interesting and         
educational apiary visit in early June to 
Tim Newcombe’s small-holding in    
Pillerton Hersey; 
After coffee, we began our visit in his 
outbuildings where he had recently  
extracted honey following the rape crop. 
We then looked at Tim’s 8 colonies, 
including 2 nucs and 5-6 mini nucs,      
(1 Apidea and 4 Kieler).  He was using 
these mini nucs for queen rearing and 
this was the topic of most interest to the 
beekeepers, many of whom had not 
seen queen rearing in practice before.  
Tim had selected a strong and           
well-behaved hive as the donor colony  
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Church. We are looking forward to 
showcasing the fruits of our bees’    
labours as well as items such as cut 
comb, beeswax, cakes and mead.  

Channy Collins 
 

Sutton Coldfield & 
North Birmingham 
Branch 
1

st
 July Sutton Park  

Sutton Coldfield Charitable Trust had 
organised a concert in the park. The 
acts included members of the City of 
Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, plus 
various professional and local choirs. 
Sutton Coldfield and North Birmingham 
Beekeepers had a stall promoting and 
informing the public on beekeeping and 
bee matters. 
The concert was well attended and  
attracted 4500 people. The beekeeping 
stall had queues and was a great    
success. We had kids trying to spot the 
queen and lots of people talking about 
bees, plants, other bee and non-bee 
related topics with the numerous       
beekeepers supporting the stall. 
Some of the other activities that James 
Mundye had also organised included a 
fruit basket with apples, cherries, nuts 
and other produce whose pollination by 
bees is essential. This really did open 
the eyes of some of the children that 
attended and made them realise how all 
bees and not just honeybees are vital.   
It was a hot, lovely day and great music 
was enjoyed by all. Some kids even 
learned things about nature and wildlife 
whist listening to music in the park. 

Jitesh Patel 
 

Warwick & Leamington 
Branch 
It has been a quite month for Warwick 
and Leamington; This month members 
have done exhibitions at Charlecote Mill 
and Shotswell Village Fete - rather 
smaller venues than last month.  
The training apiary is flourishing with  

We then stopped to look through one of 
the main colonies of bees which had 
been split to prevent swarming.  The 
method was to put a new brood box 
where the old brood box was, with the 
old queen in the new brood box and a 
queen excluder on top, followed by a 
super.  Then the original brood box was 
placed on top of a board which had a 
special opening at the side of the hive.  
This was followed by a crown board and 
the roof.   Unfortunately, there was no 
new queen in the upper brood box and 
it appeared that the workers were laying 
workers so we disposed of those bees.  
The lower brood box with the original 
queen was well tempered and we were 
comfortable it was operating as it should 
and able to continue brood rearing. 
We also enjoyed meeting the 2 dogs,    
2 horses, Mrs Goose (20 years old), the 
hens, Hamish the ram and his flock of 
Soay sheep and lambs. 
All in all it was a most interesting visit, 
and our thanks go to Tim and to Berni 
for their hospitality. 

Carolyn Kramer 
 

Solihull Branch 
Our weekly apiary meetings were well 
attended by beekeepers with all levels 
of knowledge and experience. There 
were several workshops informing   
attendees how to find the queen as well 
as marking and clipping wings,        
practiced on drones. There was also a 
useful refresher on how to conduct a 
weekly inspection with no records. This 
enables beekeepers to make informed 
decisions about the next steps they 
should take in the absence of any    
historical information. Several new   
beekeepers have also received their 
nucs and we wish them well as they 
embark upon their journey into the    
rewarding world of beekeeping. 
At this time of the year no doubt, many 
members are taking off supers to     
extract honey. This naturally leads us to 
think ahead to the forthcoming Branch 
Honey Show & Quiz on Monday  10th 
September at Dorridge Methodist        
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colonies evening out and bringing in a 
respectable crop on the way. The new 
extraction unit is likely to be used quite 
soon..  
Our  co-op supplies of ambrosia and 
varroa control measures (Apiguard and 
MAQs) have arrived and members are 
planning their extraction, treatment and 
feeding. On this theme, a honey       
processing talk by Mike Townsend was 
well received by members as a key 
preparation event for our Branch Honey 
Show. This we hope, will result in some 
entries to the County Honey Show. 
It has been a rather sad month for many 
members with the loss of Tim Foden, a 
much loved and respected stalwart of 
the branch. A full obituary is elsewhere 
in WB. He will be missed and our 
thoughts are with his wife, Ann. 

Jane Medwell 
 

It’s been a month of extremes; from 
elation to (almost) despair, with a bit of 
panic thrown in. In spite of this, it’s    
certainly been interesting & I’ve learned 
a lot in my first month. 
 

Last month I wrote that I had just picked 
up a nuc of bees. I let the bees settle 
into their new location for a few days & 
transferred them into their hive without 
incident, adding 2 frames of foundation. 
On the next inspection, all seemed well 
though there were queen cups with 
eggs in them (removed). The colony 
appeared settled & was expanding   
rapidly with a first super added 2 weeks 
later. I was thinking, “This is great, I’ve 
got this!” However, on the next         
inspection I found a capped queen cell 
on one of the frames! (Oops, how did I 
miss that last week??) Then, I went 
looking for the red marked queen…  she 
was gone & there were no eggs!  

I  couldn’t find her after 15 minutes of 
searching. So three weeks after       
obtaining these bees, I thought I’d lost 
the queen & failed to manage a swarm. 
Not impressed with myself.  
 

Soon after, I was offered a swarm and 
as I have two hives, one sitting empty, I 
accepted it. I picked up the bees, 
placed them the apiary & returned mid 
week to hive them. The first inspection 
showed they were settling, but the   
second inspection I saw less than a 
dozen eggs & the bees were starting to 
draw the comb out. I used a national 
feeder from the start to encourage this 
swarm to stick around and make this 
hive their home.  
 

Last weekend I had a lot of beehive 
drama; First of all, I inspected the        
ex-swarm. It’s doing brilliantly…loads of 
eggs and larvae! I made a point of   
remembering my queen crown &   
marker pen as I was intending to mark 
the queen. I found her on the last frame 
and as I reached into my pocket for my 
equipment I realised I hadn’t removed 
any of the packaging around the crown 
or the pen! In the time it took me to  
remove it all, the queen had run off 
somewhere & I couldn’t find her.  I gave 
up after a couple minutes in frustration. 
I’ll try again later…at least this time my 
equipment is unwrapped.   
 

The ultimate drama was when I       
inspected my second hive, expecting to 
see an open queen cell & newly 
emerged queen. Neither was present. 
As I moved frame by frame, I saw loads 
of eggs & larvae so someone was   
laying…but it would be too soon for a 
new queen surely?…& then I saw the 
red marked queen!! On the next frame 
was the capped queen cell. There were 
loads of bees gathering around it now, 
the hive was starting to get noisy.          
I thought the queen would be out within 
2 hours. I quickly closed the hive and 
dashed home. Thankfully, with England 
playing in the semi’s, there was very 
little traffic so I could really motor it.  
 

I picked up my nuc box & supplies, 

 

Chronicles of a  
Novice Beekeeper 
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returned to the site, found the queen’s 
frame and hastily added stores and 
brood and moved it approximately 15 
feet away from the hive. I couldn’t resist 
a look at the queen cell, so I opened the 
hive; there were holes at the end of it, 
she was emerging. And at this moment, 
I got my first stings as a beekeeper, not 
just one, but three on my gloved right 
hand. 
 

In summary, I started July with a single 
colony & I am ending the month with 
three colonies and an urgent second 
hand hive purchase.  
 

Beginners lessons so far:  
Three lessons I’ve learned from some 
of the mistakes I’ve made in my first 
month of beekeeping: 
 

Lesson 1: Always leave your wellies 
on until the smoker is completely      
extinguished & the ash is cool. No   
matter how tempting it is to get into flip 
flops as soon as you’re away from the 
hive, they are not suitable footwear for 
stamping out a fire. (My smoker ash 
reignited on some gravel & I had to  

 

WARWICKSHIRE BEEKEEPER 
On line and in colour on the  WBKA website; 

 

warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk 
 

Warwickshire Beekeeper is available to 
both members and non members and in 
colour on the WBKA website. 
 

The password protected members area 
allows you to view the Year Book and 
many other county documents. 
 

The member password is available from 
your Branch Secretary or the WBKA  
webmaster 
 

See contact details on page 20 

quickly hop back into my wellies to 
stamp it out). It made me think that I 
should bring a spray bottle of water with 
me, as the grass is like tinder right now 
due to our heatwave and I wouldn’t 
want to be responsible for burning down 
an entire allotment.  
 

Lesson 2: When transporting a 
swarm of bees in a nuc, triple check 
that ALL the bees are secure & there 
are none under the bottom of the box 
(or anywhere else). I had a moment of 
panic when driving on the M6 and    
noticed that a bee was on my back   
window…then it became 3 bees, then a 
few more to a total of 7. Thankfully, all 7 
bees were preoccupied at the back  
window and didn’t venture towards me.  
 

Lesson 3: Buy lots of sugar. The 
family was not happy when all the sugar 
in the house was used to feed the bees 
& there was none left for hot drinks or 
for baking with. It’s remarkable how 
quickly sugar supplies are consumed 
when making 1:1 syrup. 

Denali Enns 
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 There’s nothing that Basic about  
The Basic Assessment!  

 

 

 

 

 

As someone who is happy to, (and often does) take various recreational courses, the 
thought of doing a course with an exam / assessment at the end of it, was daunting, 
to say the least!  
 

Having started the fascinating (but often frustrating) pastime of beekeeping six years 
ago, I felt I had just about ‘got my head around’ the basics; if only because I’d      
prevented my ‘swarmy’ bees from swarming last year. Everyone in the group taking 
the Basic Assessment this year seemed about as knowledgeable as me, and so I 
committed to taking it!  
 

Amazon benefitted from me buying a couple of new books other members had    
recommended.  [Ed. other booksellers are available!] Already armed with Ted   
Hooper’s basic book of knowledge, I also acquired The BBKA Guide to Beekeeping 
and Haynes Bee Manual. I printed off past assessment questions and attended   
Noel’s invaluable course, consisting of 6, two to three hour sessions. These took 
place three to four months before the assessment, giving us plenty of time to do            
independent reading and concentrate on our weak areas of knowledge. Having to 
make plenty of train journeys to London and Manchester during the spring, I was 
able to use these trips to read and take notes from my books and print offs. Not used 
to studying, I found it just gave me a sensible period of time (about one and a half 
hours) each journey, to focus. I was equally surprised to find that when I re-read my 
notes, I actually remembered some of it. 
 

When the date and time of my assessment was emailed across to me, I realised I 
was the first person, on the first date to have to do it, but hey ho, rather get it over 
with than listen to others chatting about their assessment experiences and become 
more nervous. 
 

The week before the assessment, personal circumstances had dictated that I was 
going to be sleep deprived - to put it mildly. Part of me felt I could easily cancel, but 
putting in several hours study the evening before the assessment, I was determined 
to just ‘get it done’. I felt that even if I failed, I had learned a lot, which I probably 
would not have taken the trouble to do otherwise. So although I wouldn’t have a  
certificate, I would have gained some knowledge along the way. 
 

During the assessment I remembered what a very kind beekeeper had told me about 
it just being like a friendly chat, as I talked my way through the hive inspection. The 
frame making was ok - I think, and the questions were hopefully answered ‘well 
enough’.  
 

Who knows what the outcome will be, but I gave it my best shot. 

Deborah Fox 
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Ingredients: 
 

430ml /15oz of tomato ketchup 
½  cup of apple cider vinegar 
80ml / 

1
/3  cup of honey 

60ml / ¼  cup of tomato puree  
60ml / ¼  cup of molasses 
3 tbsp of Worcester Sauce 
2 tsp of liquid smoke (Waitrose sell it!) 
1 tsp of smoked paprika 
1 tsp of garlic 
½ tsp of freshly-ground black pepper 
½ tsp of onion powder (or 1 finely chopped/
grated fresh onion) 
½ tsp of salt 
A few pinches of cayenne pepper 

Honey Alchemy  

Dizzy Bill’s Kansas BBQ Sauce 
 

Whew! What a scorching summer we appear to be having & there’s      
nothing quite like an al fresco dinner on these hot evenings.   
Here’s another of Hubby’s recipes for savoury uses of honey – BBQ sauce.  
He makes a batch and then we combine it with some of our favourite things 
from the barbeque; chicken, sausages, pork chops, anything really.   
The sauce keeps well in the fridge in an airtight container and can be 
warmed up in the microwave if you prefer it hot, my favourite is pork fillet 
medallions with the warm sauce and some new potatoes, delicious! 

Method: 
 

 Whisk all the ingredients together in a medium saucepan.   

 Bring to a simmer over a medium-high heat.   

 Reduce the heat to a medium low and simmer uncovered for 20 minutes 
or until the sauce has thickened. 

 

Use the sauce immediately, or refrigerate in a sealed container for up to 1 
week. 

  
Denise  Grove 
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Tim Foden died on the 5th July after a truly 
heroic 21 month long battle against cancer 
 

Tim played a pivotal role in the running of  
Warwick and Leamington Branch serving as 
Chairman in 2008/9 and then Honorary      
Secretary until 2016. He was also a Trustee on 
the County Executive Committee for many 
years. 
 

An engineer by training, he was apprenticed at 
Massey Ferguson but after qualifying, forsook 
production engineering for a career initially in 
training, moving on to personnel management 
and ultimately as a company secretary. 
 

Tim took up beekeeping purely by chance. As 
a gift for Tim, his wife, Ann had successfully 

bid at a village promises auction for a promise from a local beekeeper for some    
honey, which included the opportunity to participate in the extraction of his  honey. 
Tim went along and as readers will readily understand, he succumbed to the           
fascination of these creatures. He soon began keeping bees, joining Warwick and 
Leamington Beekeepers back in the 1990’s.  
 

A multi-talented man, Tim found plenty of opportunity to express his practical and 
engineering skills in making hive parts and to apply his organisational, training and 
planning skills to the challenges presented by a rapidly expanding branch            
membership. He supported many of the initiatives of others and pioneered many of 
his own such as Taster Days, “Towards the Basic” training,  Study Groups, Bee    
Safaris and hive building workshops, to name but a few and taught himself new skills 
to take advantage of developments in computer technology for the benefit of the 
branch. He became the “fount of all knowledge” about the branch, developing and 
authoring the branch website. 
 

Tim was a very sociable man and was instrumental in promoting friendship,          
networking and mutual support among beekeepers in the locality. Like so many    
beekeepers, he gave freely of his time and advice and, as evidenced by the          
attendance of over 60 branch members at the celebration of his life, enthused many a 
beekeeper, new and established alike 
 

At County level he, along with others, campaigned successfully for review of the   
organisation’s role, prompting and contributing to the updating of its constitution. 
 

If ever there was a case of the right man with the right skills in the right place at the 
right time, it was Tim’s involvement with beekeeping. He will be sorely missed, but we 
celebrate a life in which he made an enduring and beneficial difference to beekeeping 
in Warwickshire. 
 

Bernard Brown 

  

Tim Foden 
1945-2018 
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Caveat Emptor 
 

Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any 
goods or services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the  website. Anyone 
purchasing bees or nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are disease free and 
that they are aware of the provenance of any queens.  
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COPY DATE FOR SEPTEMBER ISSUE OF WB: 19/08/2018 

WBKA WHO’S WHO 

Peter Spencer President 01926 856204  
 

David Blower Chairman 01608 685918 
     chairman@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk 
 

Mike Blanco  Secretary 01527 591855  
   secretary@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk 
 

Jan Willetts  Treasurer 0121 249 1965  
     treasurer@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk  
 

Jane Medwell  Examination Secretary   
   examsec@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk  
 

Julia Barclay  WB Editor 02476 411275     
      wbeditor@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk 
   Copy to julia@barclaysworld.com 
 

Peter Barclay  Web Master 02476 411275 
   webmaster@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk  

Branch Secretaries 

Birmingham    07708 031926  bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk  
 

Coventry           02476 411275  cbka.secretary@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Nuneaton          01827 880689 jandl.twidle@gmail.com 
 

Rugby              01788 833877 scj.scj@btinternet.com  
 

Shipston          07837 744791  secretary@sbka.org.uk 
 

Solihull              0121 704 1731 Solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com 
 

Sutton Coldfield     0121 354 9451 lisa@daymond-king.co.uk    
 

Warwick & Leamington  01926 632388 secretary@warleambees.org.uk 

Bee Inspectors 

SEASONAL BEE INSPECTORS 
(April to September only) 
Dave Bonner  07775 119434 
Colleen Reichling 07990 138898 
 

REGIONAL BEE INSPECTOR 
Colin Pavey  07775 119471 

 

Items appearing in WB are not necessarily the view of   
either the editor or Warwickshire Beekeepers Association  

BDI Representatives 

WBKA  Representative 
Julian Routh   0121 354 5956 
 
 

Director & Claims Manager 
Bernard Diaper 07711 456932  

mailto:wbkaexams@gillgrimshaw.com
mailto:scj.scj@btinternet.com
mailto:lisa@daymond-king.co.uk

