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Warwickshire Events
2 June

2.00

Branch Apiary Meeting & every Saturday in June Birmingham
Highbury Park, Kings Heath

3 June

2.30

Chairman’s Afternoon
(NB branch apiary meetings will be held every
Wednesday until 29/08/2018), Ravenshaw Apiary

Solihull

Hatton Country Fayre & Dog Show

Warwick &
Leamington

3 June
5 June

5.30

Branch Apiary Meeting & every Tuesday in June
Sutton Apiary

Sutton
Coldfield

6 June

6.00

Novice Training
WLBKA Training Apiary, Stoneleigh Park

Warwick &
Leamington

9 June

Branch Apiary Meeting - Disease Inspection
(NB dependant on the vagaries of beekeeping)

Rugby

9 June

Kenilworth Agricultural Show

Warwick &
Leamington

11 June

7.30

Branch Committee Meeting

Warwick &
Leamington

11 June

7.30

Members Meeting
The Gate, Upper Brailes

Shipston

13 June

6.00

Novice Training
WLBKA Training Apiary, Stoneleigh Park

Warwick &
Leamington

14 June

Branch Apiary Meeting
Dobbies Garden Centre, Hartshill, Nuneaton

Nuneaton &
Atherstone

16 June

Dunchurch Fete

Rugby

16 June

Shutford Festival

Shipston

16 June

Members Open Apiary
Hosted by Tim Newcombe - details by email

Shipston

16 & 17
June

Leamington Peace Festival

Warwick &
Leamington

17 June

3.00

Branch Apiary Meeting
Coventry
The bees are inspected most Sundays at 3pm
please see the rota at www.covbeebranch.co.uk
Garden Organic, Ryton - on-Dunsmore

20 June

7.30

Branch Meeting
General discussion of your current beekeeping
situations
Friends Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby
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Branch Meeting Subject TBC
Erdington Church Centre

Sutton
Coldfield

23 June

12.00 Blue Coat School Summer Fair
to
BDBKA Honeybee Information Table. Members are
4.00 invited to come along and talk to the public

Birmingham

23 June

6.00

Novice Training
WLBKA Training Apiary, Stoneleigh Park

Warwick &
Leamington

23 June

TBC

Branch Barbeque
Apiary, Stoneleigh Park

Warwick &
Leamington

28 June

Branch Apiary Meeting
Dobbies Garden Centre, Hartshill, Nuneaton

Nuneaton &
Atherstone

30 June

10.00 St Mary’s Church, Moseley Village
to
BDBKA Honeybee Information Table. Members are
4.00 invited to come along and talk to the public

Birmingham

30 June

1.30 Bournville Village Festival
to
Members are invited to come along and talk to the
11.00 public
Cadbury Recreation Ground, Linden Road,
Bournville, Birmingham

Birmingham

1 July

1.00
to
5.00

Allotment Open Day
BDBKA Honeybee Information Table.
Dads Lane Allotments, Kings Heath, Birmingham

Birmingham

3 July

5.30

Branch Apiary Meeting & every Tuesday in July
Sutton Apiary

Sutton
Coldfield

7 July

2.00

Branch Apiary Meeting & every Saturday in July
Highbury Park, Kings Heath

Birmingham

Thurlaston Fete
Details TBA

Rugby

Members Meeting
The Gate, Upper Brailes

Shipston

Branch Apiary Meeting
Dobbies Garden Centre, Hartshill, Nuneaton

Nuneaton &
Atherstone

7 July
9 July

7.30

12 July
15 July

3.00

Branch Apiary Meeting
Coventry
The bees are inspected most Sundays at 3pm
please see the rota at www.covbeebranch.co.uk
Garden Organic, Ryton - on-Dunsmore

19 July

Bar-Bee-Q
at the Branch Apiary

Sutton
Coldfield

21 July

Branch Apiary Meeting - Preparing for Extraction
(NB dependant on the vagaries of beekeeping)

Rugby

26 July

Branch Apiary Meeting
Dobbies Garden Centre, Hartshill, Nuneaton

Nuneaton &
Atherstone
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From the Chairman
WBKA Beekeeping Lectures and Honey Show
New for 2018
We combined the Honey Show with our autumn lecture last year and the feedback
we had was very positive. This year we have decided to take the idea further and by
adding more beekeeping lectures from nationally recognized speakers; we expect the
day will appeal to all our members, whether they are taking part in the Honey Show
or simply looking to improve their beekeeping knowledge by learning from others.
The speakers we have arranged are:-

 Professor Steve Martin, Salford University. A leading researcher with in-depth
knowledge of the way varroa operate in our hives and the implications for
beekeepers.

 Gerry Collins, NDB. A very experienced beekeeper with practical advice for most
of the beekeeping challenges we face.

 Dr. Kirsty Stainton, Senior Scientist in Bee Health working with FERA. Kirsty will
be sharing the latest information from CBPV research.

We also want to help those entering the Novice Classes at the Honey Show to get
individual feedback on their entries. In a change to previous shows, the entrants will
be offered the opportunity to attend the judging process so that they can hear directly
about their entries from the Judge.
The date? Saturday September 29th 2018.
More details will follow but please make a note in your diaries now!

David Blower

Chairman, WBKA.

Warwickshire News
wardrobe in the hope of continuing
warmer weather!
The Beekeeping Taster Day held on the
13th May was blessed with good
weather although fewer delegates than
we have had in the past, with only 7
people attending. The day was run by
Bill Crofts, Graham and Jean Hobbins,
Mick Hill, Pete Barclay and myself and
was well received by the attendees who
thoroughly enjoyed their afternoon and
in particular donning their bee suits to
watch the hive inspections. To my
knowledge, we have acquired at least
one enthusiastic junior beekeeper

Coventry & District
Branch

www.covbeebranch.co.uk
Unfortunately, the Nosema clinic, which
was to be held on 29th April, had to be
abandoned due to the atrocious
weather on the day and many members
had been unable to collect their
samples for testing because of the bad
weather during the previous week. At
the time of writing, I’m happy to say that
the sun is now shining in a blue sky and
I have dared to drag some summer
clothes out from the depths of my
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following the day and the branch will do
all it can to support him and any other
new members.
The students who attended our winter
Beginner Beekeeping course will be
doing their apiary visit today (20th May)
and once more the weather is lovely. I
hope they enjoy it.

Rugby Branch

The Rugby Spring Bank Holiday Fair
was blessed by the sun shining this
year, which was useful as we had a new
gazebo structure to negotiate! The
event was well attended by branch
members
supporting
the
annual
honeybee promotion, including a few of
our new beekeepers who soon learned
how to roll candles with the children and
sneaked in lessons in candle and polish
making too. The honeybees stole the
show as usual, with the queen playing
hide and seek with the children.
We look forward to the rest of our
summer diary of events promoting the
welfare of honeybees and also our local
branch social gathering and educational
meetings.

Julia Barclay
Nuneaton & Atherstone
Branch
At last, we managed to get into the
apiary and carry out some hands-on
beekeeping!! The intention was for us
to demonstrate a Bailey comb change
but unfortunately, the colony in question
was rather weak and it was transferred
into a nucleus box instead. Another
colony provided an opportunity to
demonstrate swarm control through the
Pagden process. Hopefully, this should
at least, enable us to build up colony
numbers after the ravages of EFB last
year.
On the topic of swarm control, for those
who are unsure of how to carry out a
suitable method, there are several clear
demonstrations and animations that can
be found on the following pages:
Pagden Method:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=BCReKLV6CB4
or
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=qOcqOGI9wmo
Demaree Method:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=mQ6CE8nCbHQ
Snelgrove Board:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Ky0nTQfyPSs
The Norfolk Honey Company:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=SUMbqbTi1aQ&list=PLdk31EYOI9ct
H1AdLRzN9dxzd2vVK5fRj
May your supers be full, your swarms
few and the Sun always shine on your
apiary.

Queen bee hide & seek!

Gail Plester
Shipston Branch

Just to keep members on their toes, our
monthly meeting was held back at The
Gate. This was so that new members
attending the Monday beginners
training apiary session could join the
meeting afterwards. There is also a
Thursday evening training session to

John Twidle
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colonies.
The consensus was that now the
blossom is out all at once, the bees are
taking advantage of it and have started,
in many cases, to fill the supers.
Although, earlier in the year with the
late snow, it was concern for all.
At Sutton, the monthly Thursday
Lecture was more of a cosy chat
with beekeepers talking between
themselves on all sorts of topics; What
pond plants are suitable for bees to
forage on? Should I get another super
on?

accommodate the new beekeepers from
the Introduction to Beekeeping course
and other newer members who want to
join in and learn more. Please contact
David Blower for more information if you
would like to join the group.
The sessions are led by more
experienced beekeepers and will cover
most of the seasonal manipulations until
August 23rd, which will be the last
weekly session and an invitation to all
members to visit the apiary and enjoy
an end of season barbecue.
At The Gate Meeting, firstly new
members introduced themselves and
then the meeting focused on record
keeping and why it is so important ie. to
read before going to a hive so you know
what to expect and have the necessary
equipment with you or in case of illness,
etc. Colony increase was also
discussed and Margaret Wilson's
comments on breeding and improving
your own bees rather than importing
them, with the risk of introducing pests
and pathogens, brought the idea of
exchanging good queens and stocks
amongst ourselves.
Tim Newcombe and Chris Paxford have
also had their first call out to help
identify a possible Asian Hornet, which
fortunately turned out to be a rather
large European Hornet queen.
Our next Second Monday monthly
meeting and those over the summer,
when we don't have speakers, will be at
The Gate in Upper Brailes starting at
7.30pm.

Apiary meeting - Sutton Park

Jitesh Patel
Warwick & Leamington
Branch

Warwick and Leamington has sprung
into spring this month. The new apiary
at BBKA HQ is flourishing and our
weekly training sessions (Wednesday
9.00), led by David Phillips, our new
apiary manager, are going well. So far
we have introduced the delights of
small colonies, laying workers and a
Bailey frame change… All Warwickshire
members are welcome, of course.
The Beekeeping Taster Day held on
29th April was well received despite the
cold weather. Undaunted by a little
English weather, we dressed the
delegates up in bee suits, complete
with wellies and marigolds and Mary
Pemberton showed great expertise in
the inspection of a virtual hive in the
comfort of BBKA (complete with sound

Margery Blower
Sutton Coldfield &
North Birmingham
Branch

May is the start of the practical sessions
that Sutton Coldfield Branch hold in
Sutton Park, so it was good to see so
many old faces and many new at the
Tuesday sessions. It’s also somewhat
of a social gathering where you can find
out what other beekeepers are up to
and the state of affairs in other people’s
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effects). As we were without any of
those nasty; buzzy, stingy things, the
delegates felt very safe - though
several kept their veils on just in case.
This taster day was very successful in
promoting membership - we recruited
five new members from ten attendees.
We will support them to meet the real
bees in our weekly apiary sessions
Saturday 12th May saw the first real test
of our new inflatable rib marquee at the
Mollington Village Fete. It weighs only
6.5kg (14lbs in old money) including the
side sheets – the old one weighed in at
44kg - so theoretically, this marquee is
capable of being put up by a single
person using the 12v pump that plugs
into a car cigar lighter socket. Even the
pump is programmed to switch off at the
pre-determined pressure. Will this spell
the elimination of beekeeper’s back?
Probably not if supers fill at the current
rate, but it will certainly reduce the risk.
This wonderful new piece of kit is ideal
for the ten or so shows that already
feature on our programme, so that now
it will need only two or three members
to organise a beekeeping stand at their
local show. (One to put it up and two to
act as ballast!). Members who can
demonstrate the technical expertise to
assemble a deckchair will be judged
safe to proceed!
Over the coming month, we embark on
four consecutive weekends of public
displays, starting with The Medieval
Courtyard Event at the Lord Leycester
Hospital in Warwick on the 27th May
followed by Hatton Country Fayre, the
Kenilworth Show and the Leamington
Peace Festival. We end the month with
our summer bar-bee-cue.
Normal activity continues, including
offers of out apiaries and our
cooperative purchasing scheme for
thrifty beekeepers. WLBKA currently
has its own honey bucket mountain
because of a double order for
300 honey buckets mistakenly placed
by a well-meaning member. With
interest rates so low and the demand for
plastics falling, they are likely to acquire

a scarcity value, so our branch funds
are probably better off invested in
buckets rather than the local building
society. Yet again WLBK is ahead of
the game!

Jane Medwell

An Invitation from
Stratford
Beekeepers
BIBBA

Bee Improvement
Course
in conjunction with
Stratford-upon-Avon BKA

13th and 14th June
Course tutor:
Roger Patterson
Booking details via the BIBBA
website: https://bibba.com/event-list/
Any queries please email;
terryhitchman@phonecoop.coop ’
Secretary
Stratford-upon-Avon & District
Beekeepers’ Association
www.stratfordbeekeepers.org.uk
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Stanley Howard Dolphin
7th October 1924 – 3rd May 2018

He served in the army as part of his
National Service, then whilst working at
Wards as an engineer, he met his wife,
Lily. They were married for 63 years
and lived in the same house they
bought shortly after marrying. They had
no children but did have whippets and
always had two.
His beekeeping began in his back
garden, which was his pride and joy, but
when this caused problems with his
neighbours, he purchased a cottage in
the Hereford area, spending many
weekends with his bees and of course,
with Lily.
When he lost his wife, Stan was visited
regularly by his nephew, Michael and
niece, Chloe. He continued to visit
holiday resorts he had stayed at with
Lily, particularly Llandudno. He became
a bit of a jet setter when Michael would
escort him to Spain to visit another
nephew, his last visit was earlier this
year.

On Friday 18th May 2018 a service of
thanksgiving to celebrate the life of Stan
Dolphin was held at Lodge Hill
Crematorium and attended by many
family, work friends and members of the
beekeeping fraternity.

Stan always loved his cup of tea and
sitting there on his Union Jack draped
coffin along with a floral tribute was
Stan Dolphin’s teapot. A very fitting
tribute to a true gentleman who will
always be remembered for his cheerful
and sincere attitude and who would
always say he had had a good life.

Stan was well known in the beekeeping
community having kept bees for over 60
years. For many years he had served
both the County and Birmingham and
District Beekeepers and in the past had
been President of both.

What better way to say farewell to Stan
than to exit the Crematorium to
Morecambe and Wise singing ‘Bring me
Sunshine’.

Stan was born in Handsworth,
Birmingham moving to Northfield shortly
after, where he spent the rest of his life.

Jan Willetts
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Chronicles of a
Novice Beekeeper

BAD BEE
JOKES

It turns out the injury to my hand was
more serious that I thought, so recovery
is still ongoing. This has held me back
from placing the last concrete slab on
my hive site. I still don’t have bees yet,
but I think that’s a good thing given
everything.
I’ve been to the Coventry Branch apiary
hives to help out with inspections. It was
a wake up call as I became aware of
some items I didn’t think to get at Bee
Tradex. I’ve now placed an order for
dummy boards & smoker chips. I also
think I may need more frames than I’ve
got at present. I’ve prepared a binder
for hive records. Once my order has
arrived, I should have everything I
need.
Might be a good idea for me to have a
quick skim through a few chapters of
the BBKA Guide to Beekeeping.

A neighbour told this beekeeper that he
had heard that a few Brazilian bees had
died from a new disease. To his
surprise, the beekeeper went pale and
put his head in his hands, visibly very
shaken and almost in tears.
Finally, when he had composed himself
sufficiently, the beekeeper asked “Just
how many millions are there in a
brazillian?”
The Eke, via ebees
*********

In an American diner the waiter came
up to the table;
‘Who ordered the Macaroni and Bees?’
‘You mean cheese’
[waiter struggling to keep the bowl
covered]
‘That does make more sense actually’
*********

Denali Enns
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Honey Alchemy
Chocolate & Honey Traybake
As bakers to the membership of Solihull & District Beekeepers, Mandy and I are
often in search of inspiration. Here is a quick and simple traybake that I found on
Google.
Just put in “Honey Recipes” and you’ll be amazed what you find!

Ingredients:







125g butter, softened
65g cocoa powder
180ml honey
2 medium free range eggs
250g self raising flour
125ml milk

Icing or melted chocolate to
decorate (optional)

Method:
 Preheat your oven to 180C/160C Fan. Line a 15cm x 25cm, 3cm deep
Swiss roll tin with non-stick baking paper.
 Cream the butter, cocoa and honey together until creamy.
 Add the eggs, one at a time, beating well after each addition.
 Add the flour and fold through gently until everything is totally combined.
 Add the milk and mix once again until mixture is totally combined.
 Pour the mixture into the prepared baking tin and smooth the surface.
 Bake for 30 - 35 minutes or until a skewer inserted into the centre comes
out clean.
 Leave in the baking tray to cool for 10 minutes before turning out onto a
wire rack to cool completely before icing.

Denise Grove
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The Great Manuka Honey Fraud
Manuka Honey Fraud Uncovered

as Manuka which are not Manuka. We
knew we sold more 'Manuka' overseas
than has ever been produced . . . we've
been spending everything we've got to
work out how to stop this fraud. We
should have done it sooner."

New Zealand's NZ$120-million Manuka
honey sector is in crisis as tests around
the world find the product often has
nothing but price to set it apart from
other honey. All Manuka honey comes
from New Zealand and Unique Manuka
Factor Honey Association research
shows 1,700 tonnes produced each
year. But 1,800 tonnes of "Manuka"
honey is sold in Britain alone each year
with as much as 10,000 tonnes sold
worldwide.

Bee Culture – the magazine of American
beekeeping, August 2013

NZ Government releases Manuka
honey definition to deal with
fraud claims
Consumers may soon be able to be
confident that they are eating genuine
Manuka honey.

Of the 73 samples of honey tested by
the Association, 41 failed to show the
non-peroxide activity (NPA) claimed for
Manuka honey. Hong Kong authorities
found 14 of 55 Manuka honey samples
tested were adulterated with syrup.
Other tests found some of the honey
was not even Manuka.

The Ministry for Primary Industries
(MPI) has released a scientific definition
to authenticate New Zealand Manuka
honey, which is the first step leading to
a standard. It follows damaging claims
that consumers are being misled over
what they are buying and at vastly
inflated prices.

The ‘New Zealand Herald’ reports that
the UK's Food and Environment
Research Agency (FERA) tested a
small sample of five brands of Manuka
honey from shop shelves. Only one,
made by the biggest Manuka honey
producer, was up to standard. The other
four showed no detectable non-peroxide
activity, the anti-bacterial properties
special to Manuka honey. FERA then
issued a nationwide warning about
misleading claims on the labels of
Manuka honey jars.

UK trade magazine The Grocer recently
said unscrupulous operators were
making millions from the sale of jars of
fake Manuka honey.
The honey industry currently earns
$242 million in exports a year, of which
Manuka makes up about 80 per cent. A
target has been set of $1.2 billion
export revenue for Manuka honey alone
by 2028.
The chief executive of the UMF Honey
Association, John Rawcliffe said it was
"very positive" that at an official level a
standard was being developed.

Manuka honey can command prices
many times higher than other types of
honey because of its enhanced
anti-bacterial properties and the New
Zealand Food Safety Minister warned
that the NZ Government and the honey
industry need to move quickly to set
an international labelling standard. A
spokesperson for the NZ Honey
Association said "There is potentially
huge fraud. There are higher and ever
increasing volumes of honey labelled

MPI has spent three years arriving at
the definition. "The proposed definition
and export requirements are important
for the continued growth of our
important export honey industry,"
deputy director-general, Bryan Wilson,
said.
(NZ) Food Safety Minister, David
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Bennett said the proposed scientific
definition would provide an important
starting point for the industry to promote
New Zealand Manuka honey in world
markets.

honeybee
caste
development.
Surprisingly, they have a similar effect
on fruit fly larvae, though fruit flies are
not social insects. Further work showed
that one of the most common plant
microRNAs in beebread affects honey
bees’ TOR genes, which help determine
caste.
The study has shown the effects of
cross-kingdom microRNAs and how
these interactions can affect a species'
development and evolution.

MPI said the definition used five
attributes (four chemicals and a DNA
marker) that, when present in honey at
specified
levels,
provided
"clear
evidence" that the honey is New
Zealand Manuka honey.
The honey industry is now being asked
to provide feedback, with consultation
on the proposals…closing on May 23.
MPI said it aimed to bring the new
requirements into effect in late July.

Ipswich & East Suffolk BKA via ebees

WARWICKSHIRE
BEEKEEPER

Gerard Hutching - NZFarmer.co.nz, April
2017

On line and in colour on the
WBKA website;

warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Honeybee Research
Plant microRNAs help determine
caste in honeybees

Bee researchers have long known that
diet plays an important role in the
complex process that determines
whether a honeybee larva will become
a worker or a queen. Initially, both are
fed royal jelly, secreted from the glands
of nurse bees, but after three days, the
workers’ diet is changed to beebread
(mostly pollens preserved in honey).
Studies by Xi Chen and colleagues of
Nanjing University and reported in
PLOS Genetics 2017, found that
beebread contains much higher levels
of plant microRNAs than royal jelly. It
has now been found that these
molecules,
which
regulate
gene
expression in plants, also affect

Warwickshire Beekeeper is available
to both members and non members
and in colour on the WBKA webpage
but if you wish to view the members
only area of the website please note
that the password has recently been
changed.

The members area allows you to
view the new Year Book and many
other county documents.
The updated password has been
distributed to the Branch Secretaries
See contact details on page 16
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Caveat Emptor
Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any
goods or services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the website. Anyone
purchasing bees or nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are disease free and
that they are aware of the provenance of any queens.
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WBKA WHO’S WHO
Peter Spencer

President

David Blower

Chairman
01608 685918
chairman@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

01926 856204

Mike Blanco

Secretary
01527 591855
secretary@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Jan Willetts

Treasurer
0121 249 1965
treasurer@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Gill Grimshaw

Examination Secretary 01926 497440
wbkaexams@gillgrimshaw.com

Julia Barclay

WB Editor
02476 411275
wbeditor@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
Copy to julia@barclaysworld.com

Peter Barclay

Web Master
webmaster@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Branch Secretaries
Birmingham

07708 031926

bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk

Coventry

02476 411275

cbka.secretary@hotmail.co.uk

Nuneaton

01827 880689

jandl.twidle@gmail.com

Rugby

01788 833877

scj.scj@btinternet.com

Shipston

07837 744791

secretary@sbka.org.uk

Solihull

0121 704 1731

Solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com

Sutton Coldfield

0121 354 9451

lisa@daymond-king.co.uk

Warwick & Leamington

01926 632388

secretary@warleambees.org.uk

Bee Inspectors

BDI Representatives

SEASONAL BEE INSPECTORS
(April to September only)
Dave Bonner
07775 119434
Keren Green
07901 517779

WBKA Representative
Julian Routh
0121 354 5956
Director & Claims Manager
Bernard Diaper
07711 456932

REGIONAL BEE INSPECTOR
Colin Pavey
07775 119471
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Items appearing in WB are not necessarily the view of
either the editor or Warwickshire Beekeepers Association
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