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Warwickshire Events
1 May

Social Meeting
Park House, Sutton Coldfield

Sutton
Coldfield

2 May

7.00

Branch Apiary Meeting & every Wednesday until
29/08/2018
Ravenshaw apiary

Solihull

2 May

6.00

Novice Training & every Wednesday in May
WLBKA Training Apiary, Stoneleigh Park

Warwick &
Leamington

7 May

Rugby Spring Fair
Whitehall Recreation Ground, Hillmorton Road,

Rugby

7 May

Charlecote Mill

Warwick &
Leamington

Branch Apiary Meeting & every Tuesday in May
Sutton Apiary

Sutton
Coldfield

8 May

5.30

12 and 13
May

Queen Rearing Workshop
Arranged by the County Education Group. Students
must have the Basic Certificate. Apply and pay via
the WBKA website

12 May

Mollington Village Show

Warwick &
Leamington

13 May

Beekeeping Taster Day
For prospective beekeepers - booked places only
Ryton apiary, Garden Organic, Ryton on Dunsmore

Coventry

14 May

7.30

Second Monday Branch Meeting
The George, Lower Brailes

Shipston

16 May

7.30

Branch Meeting
General discussion of your current beekeeping
situations
Friends Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby

Rugby

Branch Meeting Subject TBC
Erdington Church Centre

Sutton
Coldfield

17 May

19 May

9.30
to
4.00

Bee Husbandry Day
Arranged by County Education Group & NBU
SOLD OUT

19 May

Branch Apiary Meeting - Doing an Artificial Swarm
(NB dependant on the vagaries of beekeeping)

Rugby

20 May

World Bee Day
TBA

Warwick &
Leamington
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Beginners Course Apiary Visit
Ryton apiary, Garden Organic, Ryton on Dunsmore

Coventry

20 May

Members Apiary Visit
Broughton, all members welcome

Shipston

28 May

Shipston Wool Fair

Shipston

2 June

2.00

Branch Apiary Meeting & every Saturday in June Birmingham
Highbury Park, Kings Heath

3 June

2.30

Chairman’s Afternoon
(NB branch apiary meetings will be held every
Wednesday until 29/08/2018)
Ravenshaw Apiary

Solihull

Hatton Country Fayre & Dog Show

Warwick &
Leamington

3 June
5 June

5.30

Branch Apiary Meeting & every Tuesday in June
Sutton Apiary

Sutton
Coldfield

6 June

6.00

Novice Training
WLBKA Training Apiary, Stoneleigh Park

Warwick &
Leamington

9 June

Branch Apiary Meeting - Disease Inspection
(NB dependant on the vagaries of beekeeping)

Rugby

9 June

Kenilworth Agricultural Show

Warwick &
Leamington

11 June

7.30

Branch Committee Meeting

Warwick &
Leamington

13 June

6.00

Novice Training
WLBKA Training Apiary, Stoneleigh Park

Warwick &
Leamington

14 June

7.30

Second Monday Branch Meeting
The George, Lower Brailes

Shipston

16 June

Dunchurch Fete

Rugby

16 & 17
June

Leamington Peace Festival

Warwick &
Leamington

17 June

3.00

Branch Apiary Meeting
Coventry
The bees are inspected most Sundays at 3pm
please see the rota at www.covbeebranch.co.uk

20 June

7.30

Branch Meeting
General discussion of your current beekeeping
situations
Friends Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby

Rugby

Branch Meeting Subject TBC
Erdington Church Centre

Sutton
Coldfield

21 June
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23 June

12.00 Blue Coat School Summer Fair
to
BDBKA Honeybee Information Table. Members are
4.00 invited to come along and talk to the public

Birmingham

23 June

10.00 St Mary’s Church, Moseley Village
to
BDBKA Honeybee Information Table. Members are
4.00 invited to come along and talk to the public

Birmingham

23 June

6.00

Novice Training
WLBKA Training Apiary, Stoneleigh Park

Warwick &
Leamington

23 June

TBC

Branch Barbeque
Apiary, Stoneleigh Park

Warwick &
Leamington

As members of the WBKA you are welcome to attend any of the meetings
and events listed in the Warwickshire diary pages

Warwickshire News
trimmed back, hives moved to pathway
line for surer footing, update of
residents contact list, cleaning out of
dead / unused hives ready for new
inhabitants’
hives,
wax
combs
processed or stored for re-use.
A
cuppa and a biscuit stopped play for a
short while before we got back to it. And
Asian hornet monitoring traps were
hung up in both apiaries.

Birmingham & District
Branch

The Spring Convention
Have you ever been to the Spring
Convention…No? Well, it was my first
time there last weekend and I was so
chuffed that you could drive up to the
Thorne’s & Maismore’s lorries to collect
pre-orders! I even saw and said hi to
Stewart, from Stewart’s Beekeeping
Basics (The Norfolk Honey Company,
on You Tube) and thanked him for his
words of wisdom. There are so many
courses on offer too; it was a shame I’d
decided to go so late, as most were fully
booked. Hoping to go on the Insect
Photography Course next year!
Highbury & Winterbourne Apiary
Spring Clean
A mahooosive Thank You to all
who helped at Highbury Park and
Winterbourne Spring Clean!!
We had a good number of members
turn up so many hands made light work!
The ongoing drainage issue at
Highbury is still a problem, as natural
springs just seem to pop up there.
Roofing felt was replaced on the
Association
shed,
members
&
Association sheds tidied up, an
inventory of Association shed, hedge

This
queen
wasp
was
overwintering in a disused hive!

found

We shall be queen rearing this year,
after a trial run last year. We have
decided that when they are mated they
will be used to replace last year’s
queens (Winterbourne and Highbury).
We will also make up nucs for
overwintering and surplus queens may
be available for members, new and old.
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We are aiming to raise ten nucs each
season.
Our thoughts are with Stan Dolphin as
he remains ill in hospital.

Rugby Branch

The branch conducted an evening in
March based on the ‘How, Why and
When of Swarming’ plus collection of
the bees and housing them safely in the
apiary. Needless to say many
amusing
stories
were
shared.
The conference at Harper Adams this
year attracted a number of the branch
members. The lectures were, as
always, generous in imparting practical
information to help advance our
beekeeping skills and update us on the
latest research.
Whilst at the conference, sadly news
broke regarding the finding of an Asian
Hornet by a member of the public in
Lancashire. This inevitable sighting
must prompt us all to be vigilant and
prepare traps to monitor our apiaries.
This month we were genuinely
delighted to hear from the speaker Bob
Smith who has a background of being a
Seasonal Bee Inspector and a
pharmacist. Bob explained perfectly
how the 14 chemical treatments
advocated for the treatment of varroa
work and narrowed down those
treatments to three or four, which hit the
criteria of efficacy, safety to bees,
beekeepers and consumers. This was
followed
by
the
non-chemical
treatments available to reduce the
varroa load in the hive. The lecture
ensured that all members were quite
clear of the options available and when
to apply them for maximum effect.

Samantha Walker
Coventry & District
Branch

www.covbeebranch.co.uk
We held the final winter meeting at
Allesley church hall on 16th April and it
was a pleasure to welcome an
extremely knowledgeable beekeeper in
the form of Clive Joyce who talked to
us about Swarm Dynamics.
This
presentation was aimed slightly more
towards
the
novice
beekeepers
amongst the audience but even those
of us with a few years under our belts
picked up a few hints and tips which will
be useful in the months to come. Our
sincere thanks to Clive for coming to
speak.
The branch committee met on the 18th
April minus Dave Bonner who is
currently assisting in the search for the
source of the latest Asian Hornet
sighting - we wish him well in this
endeavour.
Some members have
asked about suitable apiary monitoring
traps for the Asian Hornet and the
committee are looking into the
possibility of supplying these as soon
as possible - however, in the meantime
we strongly recommend that all
members visit the BBKA website for
advice and buy or construct suitable
traps as soon as possible. Traps
should be checked regularly and any
suspicions reported.
There is no further news at present
regarding the sale of Ryton Gardens
except that the Garden Organic charity
has it’s AGM shortly - which should be
interesting given the growing opposition
from various quarters to the proposed
sale - watch this space.
We hope to see as many of you as
possible at the Nosema Clinic on 29th
April armed with your samples.

Gail Plester
Shipston Branch
th

Monthly Pub Meeting (9 April 2018).
For those who couldn’t manage to
come, we had a report on the recent
nosema clinic, where 15 members
brought samples from their colonies for
testing. The results were very varied
with some very high nosema counts. No
chemical treatment is available and the
suggested method for keeping it in
check is to replace all the comb in a
Bailey comb change into a clean brood

Julia Barclay
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“Over 22 members brought along
samples and 62 hives were tested.
Results were classified into high,
medium, low or nil detection and advice
was given on whether to move the bees
onto new combs and clean brood boxes
and floors. The evening included a brief
presentation on Nosema and of course
tea, coffee and cakes. The branch has
a well-trained team of sample preparers
and microscopists and we were able to
project samples onto a large screen for
everyone to see.”

box.
David Blower has suggested that we
carry out a Bailey comb change in the
branch apiary soon for those who are
unsure about the method, so that they
can to observe how it is done.
The main theme of the evening was
‘Swarms I Have Seen and Lost’ which
inspired a few amusing anecdotes and
there was much discussion about
swarm
prevention
and
control.
Now is the time to decide what we
intend to do if we;
1. Want to thwart a strong colony from
swarming.
2. Find queen cells and want to avoid
further swarming.
The advice is to decide on a proven
method and make sure you have the
equipment ready to put it into practice.
Just cutting out queen cells is not the
answer. Another factor influencing which
method we adopt is whether we want
to
increase
or
decrease
the
number of colonies in our apiary.
Thanks to all those who asked
questions and provided the answers.

Each year we like to train more
so if you are interested in
involved or learning more,
contact Nicola Content at the
branch.

Channy Collins
Sutton Coldfield &
North Birmingham
Branch

people,
getting
please
Solihull

Nosema Clinic
Members had been encouraged to
bring in samples of bees for analysis.
Julian Routh, a Master Beekeeper,
gave a brief lecture on Nosema and
informed
attendees
about
the
microsporidia and how it multiplies and
spreads. Nosema has two variants.
Nosema Apis may have been around
for many years and in the past was a
probable cause of spring dwindling
disease. He also talked about Nosema
Ceranae and how its effect on a bee is
different and more serious
Julian also told us how a modified
Bailey comb change, is a useful method
of replacing infected comb and will
physically remove much of the harmful
fungi and disease that lingers in old
comb. A Bailey comb change is a
valuable tool that the beekeeper
possesses as no legal chemical
treatment is permitted. It’s a good time
of the year to perform a Bailey comb
change.
Julian then went about checking the
samples of bees that members had

Tim Newcombe
Solihull Branch

Our meeting at the apiary on Sunday 8th
April proved to be a successful day as
we
completed
our
equipment
preparation. The weather stayed fine
and we had over 20 volunteers to help
prepare for the new season. The superb
organisation of resources and tasks by
our apiary team ensured the afternoon
ran smoothly and was productive.
Beekeepers were allocated tasks,
including treating new hive stands,
mowing the lawn, planting shrubs to
enhance the bee friendly borders,
tidying up the driveway etc. An
enjoyable afternoon was had by all and
thank you to Mandy for the delicious
biscuits!
The Solihull branch held their annual
Nosema clinic on 9th April. Thank you to
Nicola for organising the evening and
providing the following report:
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brought in. Each sample had 30 bees.
Just the bee’s abdomens were mixed
with water and then crushed in a pestle
and mortar. A sample of the liquid was
then placed under the microscope at
400X magnification and the image
broadcast via the projector for all to see.
We saw Nosema in close to half of the
samples that were provided. Some had
a very high level of infection.

AN INVITE...
LOOKING FOR HELP
I currently run in excess of 40 colonies
and as a result register as a bee farmer.
I have kept bees for over 20 years and
unfortunately my health is now
governing my beekeeping.

Jitesh Patel

I would welcome a DEDICATED partner
to join me, or even some flexible
arrangement to take over one or more
sites, situated around Sutton Coldfield.

An Invitation from
Stratford
Beekeepers

My bees are very important to me and if
nothing can be established then I would
like to see them go to good homes. I
run mainly on 14 x 12.
If you are interested please contact me:
beesatbobs@btinternet.com or
07917 677667 (leave a message if I
cannot answer and I will return your call
asap).

BIBBA

Bee Improvement
Course

Rob Jones

in conjunction with
Stratford-upon-Avon BKA

13th and 14th June
Course tutor:
Roger Patterson
Booking details via the BIBBA
website: https://bibba.com/event-list/
Any queries please email;
terryhitchman@phonecoop.coop ’
Photo: Somerton BKA via ebees

Secretary
Stratford-upon-Avon & District
Beekeepers’ Association
www.stratfordbeekeepers.org.uk

Have you been called out
to one of these yet?
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The Asian Hornet
A
statement
from
the
NBU
was issued on, 13th April 2018,
stating that an Asian Hornet had
been found and identified in
Bury, just north of Manchester.
It was in a consignment of
cauliflowers allegedly from Boston,
Lincolnshire.

disappearing. The facts are out there.
Once you know it is hard to ignore.
What can we do?
There are those who feel that it is
inevitable and that we are all doomed.
There are others who think this won’t
happen because it is too cold here.
(Note that Boston is further north than
Birmingham).
The Asian hornet appears to be highly
adaptable. The advantage we have is
that we are an island and that we have
been forewarned.

It seems likely that this is a queen
hornet which has just emerged
from hibernation and was just about to
start a new colony. If this is the case
then there will probably be others.
Only the queen, (like wasps and our
native hornet), survives the winter. In
the previous autumn she would have
mated with the drones and then found a
suitable place to overwinter. A strong
colony at that time can produce 250-400
virgin queens. (350 on average). Only
5-10% mate and survive winter to
successfully found colonies. As you can
see, 5% of 250 (lowest estimate) is 12.
Highest estimate is 40. These colonies
then go on to repeat the same increase
the following year. The rate of
expansion in mainland Europe has
been 80-100 km per year.

Some think that the National Bee Unit
(NBU) will be able to cope with every
scenario. So far there have been 3 live
Asian hornets (that we know of)
imported into this country. Two dead
ones arrived in a timber consignment
and some camping equipment. Two of
the live insects were successful in
overwintering
and
starting
new
colonies. These remained undetected
all year until September, just before
their nests would have been about to
unleash their virgin queens. These
nests were destroyed. The Bee
Inspectors had to inspect up to 200
apiaries in the vicinity of each outbreak.
Locating the nest was extremely
difficult, time consuming and costly.
Statistically, it seems likely that there
were more unsuccessful colonies.

As you know, the Asian hornet arrived
from China in a ceramic pot (allegedly)
in 2004/5. This one mated queen
came out of hibernation to colonise
France,
Switzerland,
Germany,
Belgium, Spain, Portugal and Italy so
far. So what does that mean for us?
Well, certainly we don’t want it. It would
change beekeeping as we know it. In
France honey yields are down and
many beekeepers have given up
beekeeping. Apart from the impact the
hornets have on honeybees, (a large
part of their diet), they have a huge
impact on other pollinators and then on
dependent plants and then on birds.
The environmental effects as well as on
biodiversity have already been seen in
these countries and some plants are

The BBKA is supportive of an initiative
in the west country, (itself inspired by
the nests discovered in Devon and
Gloucestershire). This initiative is called
AHAT (Asian Hornet Action Team) and
it aims to create awareness of the
Asian hornet, encourage early detection
and can help with verification of
sightings.
The NBU and NNSS (Non Native
Species Secretariat) are the people
to contact if a hornet is seen. They
will not however, investigate every
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report without hard evidence, becausethey have to deal with many false sightings.
Hard evidence means either a good photograph or a sample, but these are not easy
to obtain.
Although this latest sighting was from a member of the public, the most likely person
to see a hornet will be a beekeeper. So please keep that in mind when visiting your
hives. Please encourage others to be aware.

Tim Newcombe

Asian Hornet
Identification
 Dark brownish black velvety body
 Black / brown abdomen bordered

with fine yellow band
segment of abdomen
yellowish orange
 Brown legs with yellow ends

 Fourth

Asian Hornet

European Hornet

Asian Hornet abdomen is almost
entirely dark except for 4th
abdominal segment.

The native European hornet has a
mostly yellow abdomen with black
banding

You can visit the Non Native Species Secretariat website at
www.nonnativespecies.org for further resources about the Asian Hornet and
to download the Asian Hornet Watch app for your phone.
Suspected sightings can be reported using the app, by completing an on-line
reporting form, or by sending a photograph and location information to
alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk

Do not under any circumstances disturb or
provoke an active hornets’ nest.
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Bees in the Dustbin
shows the comb pattern on the underside indicating that there had been 9
combs.

Maurice West’s encounters with a feral
colony as reported in the March WB,
has prompted me to recount my
experience with a colony in a compost
bin. I have collected bees from many
such situations in the past but this one
was different.
I’d received a phone call from a resident
in Sheldon who had a colony in his
compost bin for two years. Arriving at
the house, the first job was to ascertain
the size of the problem by lifting up the
lid. This was no easy task as I first
thought the bees had waxed up the lid
to the bin, but no, it was just the weight
of the bees and comb. As usual the
compost bin had no bottom but
fortunately, the owner had a spare
empty rubbish bin. This was put in the
original position of the compost bin and
the lid and bees were lowered gently
down. I didn’t have to leave a gap
because the lid wasn’t the same shape
as that of the rubbish bin. The bin was
then wrapped up and carefully carried to
my car for transportation to Martineau
Gardens, Edgbaston with the comb still
intact on the underside of the lid.

So, what to do? I cut a board to fit over
the bin with a 1” diameter hole drilled in
the centre and on that placed a brood
box with some drawn comb, topped off
with a crown board on which was some
fondant. An eke, having a 1” diameter
hole for the bees entrance was then
placed on top finished off with a roof.

Since carrying out this modification the
weather hasn’t been warm enough to
see what’s now going on.
Further report to follow.

The bin has remained in the Gardens
until quite recently when a decision was
made to move the bees into a
conventional hive. Lifting the lid
revealed that the comb had parted
company with the lid and this picture

John Gale

Birmingham Branch
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Honey Alchemy
Dutch Oven Bread
I’m a baker’s daughter and was brought up on this delicious staple. Every meal had
bread in some format or other and Sunday tea was often a bowl of fruit cocktail with
bread and butter. We make a lot of bread in our house, experimenting with
sourdough, milk bread, gluten free and nut bread, plus at times, loads of this basic
white dough to make pizzas. This is a white dough which can be used to make rolls
and baguettes once you’ve mastered the basic crusty cob.
I came across this recipe when on a bread course at Loaf! in Stirchley, (well worth
popping in for their homemade croissants) and was so delighted with the lovely
crust that we now use this method all the time. This was the most popular at the
Christmas cheese and bread event for Solihull Beekeepers

Need:
Large cast iron casserole with lid, baking
parchment, 2 large bowls, 1 plastic
shower cap (really!) and a very sharp knife
or razor blade.

 650g Strong white bread flour (I like a
high gluten Canadian one if possible)

 7g Easy bake/instant yeast (Allison is
good) equivalent to 1 sachet

 40g Runny honey (Bakers honey is fine
for this)

 10g Fine salt
 40g Olive oil (plus a little extra)
 450ml Warm water

Do:
1. MIX
Mix the flour, yeast and salt in one big bowl. In the other stir, together the honey and
water and olive oil. Add the liquid to the dry ingredients and mix until this comes
together (remember: wetter is better for bread)
2. KNEAD
Tip onto a lightly oiled surface and knead for 10 minutes (or use the dough hook
attachment on your mixer for 5 minutes) until the gluten develops, the dough relaxes
and becomes smooth, elastic and quite a lot less sticky.
3. RISE
Lightly grease one of the bowls with some more oil. Put the dough back in, cover the
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bowl with the shower cap and leave to rise until doubled in size, this can be overnight
in a cool place if you want delicious bread for tomorrow, or in a warm place for about
an hour (this first rise can be extended to fit in with your timescale, but shouldn’t be
shortened.
4. SHAPE
Knock back the dough by gently kneading to get the air out. Divide into 2 and mould
each into a smooth round shape
5. PROVE
Place each shaped loaf onto the centre of a large piece of baking parchment. Cover
each piece of dough with a large bowl (x2) and leave one to prove at room
temperature for exactly one hour and place the other (on its parchment and under its
bowl) in a cooler place (so that it doesn’t over prove). Preheat your oven including the
casserole dish and its lid to 220°C (fan 200°C).
6. BAKE
Carefully lift off the bowl and dust the top of the dough with a little flour then slash the
top a couple of times to allow it to rise. Open the oven and quickly, using the
parchment, lift the dough into the hot casserole, replace the lid and pop straight back
into the oven. Set the timer for 30 minutes. Meanwhile, bring the other portion of
dough back into the warm to acclimatize.
After 30 minutes cooking, remove the lid (quickly admire your glorious creation) and
leave to cook for a further 15 minutes to brown a little more and firm up the crust.
Remove the bread from the casserole, again using the parchment (and some oven
proof gauntlets) and cool on a wire rack.
Allow the oven to come up to temperature again, then repeat step 6 above to bake
the second loaf
Once cool (if you can wait that long, or at least until it’s stopped singing), cut great
wedges and serve thickly spread with Lurpak butter (other butter brands are
available) and drizzled with your own award winning honey, or with a baked
Camembert and your favorite soup.

Without any preservatives this is best eaten on the day of making, or frozen straight
away. To refresh, sprinkle with a little tap water and place back into a hot oven for 10
minutes.
To make cheese bread, instead of shaping into a round loaf try flattening out into a
large rectangle and sprinkling with strong cheddar, roll up like a Swiss roll and cut in
half. Stand each on end, with the cut side up to prove and slash and bake as before.
A batch of this dough will make 8 pizzas or 4 baguettes as is, but if you want to make
a batch of rolls I would swap the water for milk and increase by 30 ml for a wetter mix
and a softer finish.

Yum!

Mandy Cadge xx
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KEEPING IT ALL UNDER CONTROL
important outside the colony.
These are:
 Pheromones
 Dances and vibrations including
piping
 Trophallaxis or food-sharing
All three are equally important although
we tend to concentrate more on the
pheromones than anything else. I am
going to tackle them in reverse order:

Me, you and an individual honeybee are
all organisms. Our bodies are made of
many cells, built into tissues and organs
which are able to communicate and
organise themselves.
The major
systems responsible for this are the
nervous system, including the brain and
all the nerves, and the endocrine
system, where hormones are the
‘messengers’. The nervous system
controls and co-ordinates the rapid
responses necessary to life, as well as
some of the automatic and long-term
activities such as our heart beat. The
hormones tend to be slower acting,
sometimes having an action affecting
development over a long time, but they
may also cause a rapid response as, for
example, when adrenalin rises enabling
various physical changes to take
place when we are frightened. The two
systems
communicate
with
one
another.

Trophallaxis
Watch honey bees in the hive or
sometimes in other situations such as
the honey room window sill while
extracting, and you will soon become
aware of bees sharing food. Sometimes
it is just two bees, but quite often it may
be more. To start this process one bee
will extend its tongue towards the mouth
of another bee. This one will open its
mandibles, extend its tongue and
regurgitate a drop of its crop contents,
which the begging bee accepts. While
this is going on, both bees move their
antennae together so that scent
messages are also passed between
them.

The individual bee is an organism and
functions perfectly well at this level,
except that it cannot survive on its own
and must be part of a big family, or
colony, which we call a superorganism.
How then is this superorganism, made
up of many individuals, able to
co-ordinate all its activities and respond
as a unit to changing conditions?
Unfortunately they don’t talk to one
another in a conventional sense. This
is a pity because it would make
beekeeping much easier if we could
listen in to conversations about
swarming or shortages of food,
but
they do have several other
quite
sophisticated
methods
of
communicating with one another.

We might expect that the begging bee is
short of food and the bee providing the
food has more, but this is not so and, in
the extreme case of the colony starving,
bees will share food until they all run out
and die. Experiments have been done
where radio-active food has been fed
to a few bees and it has been
demonstrated that within 24 hours, half
of the bees in the colony contain a little
of that food, so it is a very successful
strategy for informing the masses.
So what is the purpose of this food
sharing? It communicates, to all the
bees, the food status of the colony and
enables them to adjust their behaviour
accordingly. For example, if the food
being passed around is low in protein,
this will result in more foragers

Methods of communication in the
colony
There are three main methods of
communication between individuals in a
colony of honeybees.
In some
circumstances they may also be
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collecting pollen. In the process of food
sharing, some pheromones (chemical
messengers), are also passed from bee
to bee and this, too, can be very
important.

queens – not surprisingly, only drones
possess these.

While beekeepers are usually aware of
the importance of pheromones and
dances, they often overlook trophallaxis,
which is the third pillar in the
communication structure of the colony.
To be continued...

Celia F Davis
The antenna of a female honeybee has 12
segments

Sense of Smell

The honeybee spends most of its time
in the dark inside the hive and its sense
of smell is a very important way to know
what is happening around it. Each nest
has a distinct smell signature that
comes from the specific mix of
pheromones secreted both by workers
and most importantly by the queen. The
bees can tell friend from stranger by
their scent as well as knowing whether
the queen is present, healthy and laying
well. The Nasonov pheromone has
seven distinct components, which the
bees can detect, and the queen
secretes a complex cocktail of
pheromones. The rich and complex
odour environment of the nest guides
the behaviour of the colony.

How do honeybees detect scents?
The honeybee has no nose. Instead, it
has a pair of moveable antennae on its
head, which it uses for a range of
functions.

Once the foraging bee leaves the nest it
uses its sense of smell to locate and
distinguish between different forage
plants, which each give off a unique
blend of odour chemicals.

The antennae on female bees have 12
segments while the males have 13.
Each antenna has an elbow-like joint,
which allows it to move in many
directions. Specialized sensing cells on
the antennae allow the bee to smell,
taste, hear sounds, feel by touch, sense
airspeed during flight and detect
temperature, humidity and carbon
dioxide levels. Some of the smell
sensors are specialised for detecting the
mating hormones secreted by virgin

When a beekeeper opens up a colony
and removes hive components, for
example by lifting out frames to inspect
them, it is bound to disturb the balance
of smells within the hive. It can take up
to 48 hours for the colony to
re-establish its scent equilibrium.
Perhaps we beekeepers need to be
aware of this when we decide whether it
is necessary to open up our hives.

Trophallaxis in action
Photo: Celia Davis

Honeybee Biology

John Eaden

Manchester BKA via ebees
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Electron microscope image of the surface
of a honeybee antenna.

Another Non Native
Thankfully, not all non native species
are a threat to the environment in which
they inadvertently find themselves
(usually due to the activities of the
human race)

The largest bee found in Britain is
Xylocopa violacea, or the Violet
Carpenter Bee which measures 20 to
22mm in length. Although not officially
native to Britain as yet, it has bred and
over-wintered here. It often turns up in
the South East and has also been seen
in the Midlands and as far north as
Yorkshire.
It is a bee of the spring time and in
Europe is seen on the wing from late
January until June. It burrows into plant
stems and even sound wood to lay its
eggs. Its predisposition for burrowing
into wooden pallets might be a reason
why it finds its way to this country on
such a regular basis.

Compared to a European honeybee,
(picture below), it can be seen just how
large the Violet Carpenter Bee is and
what a beautiful colour.
Photo via ebees

(modified) Somerton BKA via ebees
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Chronicles of a
Novice Beekeeper

WARWICKSHIRE
BEEKEEPER

When I look back at my first entry from
December 2017 I wrote that I hoped to
have everything completed by end of
February 2018. (Insert sardonic laughter
here). I’m still not 100% finished. I’m
one concrete slab away from being
done. Unfortunately, due to one of the
slabs landing flat on my hand, I had to to
leave the project incomplete. As soon as
I feel my fingers are ready to handle that
sort of physical work, I’ll finish it. As it is,
the site could hold one hive easily & two
hives close together. In retrospect, I
should have chosen a more level site.
It’s taken over 150 kg of gravel to level
it. Hopefully, I never have to do this
again!

On line and in colour on the
WBKA website;
warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

The overall location is really good. I’ve
got red & white clover seedlings ready
for planting around the concrete slabs.
I’ve been cultivating wildflowers such as
Cowslips, Foxgloves, Common Valerium
& Giant Bellflower for the nearby forest.
I noticed some Bluebells already there.
The hives are all painted and set up with
frames & the nuc is ready to receive
whatever bees come its way. If all goes
well, I may actually have bees next time
I write.

Warwickshire Beekeeper is available
to both members and non members
and in colour on the WBKA webpage
but if you wish to view the members
only area of the website please note
that the password has recently been
changed.

Denali Enns

The members area allows you to
view the new Year Book and many
other county documents relating to
the county and the recent AGM.

The updated password has been
distributed to the Branch Secretaries
See contact details on page 20
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Caveat Emptor
Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any
goods or services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the website. Anyone
purchasing bees or nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are disease free and
that they are aware of the provenance of any queens.
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WBKA WHO’S WHO
Peter Spencer

President

Celia Davis

Chairman
01676 533252
chairman@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

01926 856204

Mike Blanco

Secretary
01527 591855
secretary@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Jan Willetts

Treasurer
0121 249 1965
treasurer@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Gill Grimshaw

Examination Secretary 01926 497440
wbkaexams@gillgrimshaw.com

Julia Barclay

WB Editor
02476 411275
wbeditor@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
Copy to julia@barclaysworld.com

Peter Barclay

Web Master
webmaster@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Branch Secretaries
Birmingham

07708 031926

bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk

Coventry

02476 411275

cbka.secretary@hotmail.co.uk

Nuneaton

01827 880689

jandl.twidle@gmail.com

Rugby

01788 833877

scj.scj@btinternet.com

Shipston

07837 744791

secretary@sbka.org.uk

Solihull

0121 704 1731

Solihull.beekeepers@gmail.com

Sutton Coldfield

0121 354 9451

lisa@daymond-king.co.uk

Warwick & Leamington

01926 632388

secretary@warleambees.org.uk

Bee Inspectors

BDI Representatives

SEASONAL BEE INSPECTORS
(April to September only)
Dave Bonner
07775 119434
Keren Green
07901 517779

WBKA Representative
Julian Routh
0121 354 5956
Director & Claims Manager
Bernard Diaper
07711 456932

REGIONAL BEE INSPECTOR
Colin Pavey
07775 119471

COPY DATE FOR JUNE ISSUE OF WB: 19/05/2018
Items appearing in WB are not necessarily the view of
either the editor or Warwickshire Beekeepers Association
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