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A colourful picture showing the variety of pollen collected by the bees  
(Sorry, you’ll have to look at the online edition to appreciate this! Ed) 
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3 Feb & 
10 Feb 

 Beginners Beekeeping Course 2018 
Brinklow Community Hall 
Visit rugbybeekeepers.org for details. 

Rugby 

6 Feb  Social Meeting 
Park House, Sutton Coldfield 

Sutton 
Coldfield 

12 Feb 7.30 Solihull Branch AGM 
Followed by Bee Cosies, Ian Davidson 
Methodist Hall, Blossomfield Road, Solihull  
B91 1LG. 

Solihull 

12 Feb 7.30 Shipston Branch AGM 
Followed by speaker Margaret Murdin, BBKA Chair 
Brailes Village Hall 

Shipston 

15 Feb  Sutton Coldfield & North Birmingham Branch 
AGM 
Erdington Church Centre 

Sutton 
Coldfield 

17 & 18 
Feb 

 Beginners Beekeeping Course 
BBKA HQ, Stoneleigh Park 

Coventry 

19 Feb 7.30 Coventry Branch AGM 
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane,  
Allesley, CV5 9EQ 

Coventry 

23 Feb 7.30 Birmingham Branch AGM and supper 
Dame Elizabeth Cadbury Hall, Firbank Close, 
Bournville, B30 1UA 

Birmingham 

25 Feb 10.00  Ryton Apiary Spring Clean Coventry 

28 Feb 7.30 Rugby Branch AGM 
We will be running a Door Prize to members this 
year. Please attend for entry! 
Friends Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby 

Rugby 

6 March  Social Meeting 
Park House, Sutton Coldfield 

Sutton 
Coldfield 

12 March 7.30 Branch Meeting 
The Beekeepers Year, Keren Green 
Methodist Hall, Blossomfield Road, Solihull  
B91 1LG. 

Solihull 

15 March  Branch Meeting 
Subject TBC 
Erdington Church Centre 

Sutton 
Coldfield 

17 March 10.00 Winterbourne Apiary Spring Clean Birmingham 

 Warwickshire Events  

http://rugbybeekeepers.org
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As members of the WBKA you are welcome to attend any of the meetings 
and events listed in the Warwickshire diary pages 

Invitation from Stratford Beekeepers 
 

Friday 2nd March 2018 at 7.30pm 
Luddington Village Hall 

CV37 9SD 
 

Sustainable Beekeeping 
Jo Widdicombe 

 

We would like to extend an invitation to all Warwickshire Beekeepers 
Jo Widdicombe is a bee farmer currently running 150 hives in Cornwall.  He is   
President of BIBBA and author of the book “The Principles of Bee Improvement”.   
He has also appeared on BBC Countryfile when the program visited the Mount 
Edgcumbe Black Bee Reserve.   
In his Presentation titled “Sustainable Bee Improvement” Jo will explain how a     
sustainable system of bee improvement can be set up.  By refraining from imports 
and by focussing on near-native bees a local strain can be developed and         
maintained allowing the quality of bees in the area to be steadily improved.  This 
system avoids the increasing hybridisation of our bee population which makes    
sustainable improvement in the quality of our bees so difficult. The aim is to produce 
a hardy population of productive bees with minimal bio-security risk, that is, less 
chance of introducing exotic pests and diseases. 

Warwickshire News 

19 March 7.30 Branch Meeting 
Subject TBC   Sam Barber, Bee Farmer 
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane,  
Allesley, CV5 9EQ 

Coventry 

21 March 7.30 Branch Meeting 
Swarm Collecting. Tales & advice from various 
members with the experiences that count. 
Friends Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby 

Rugby 

24 March 10.00  Highbury Apiary Spring Clean Birmingham 

Birmingham & District Branch 
As John Madgwick, (Highbury apiary manager) continues to recover from recent  
surgery, I with the help of Diana Phillips, have been keeping an eye on the            
association hives.  Our last visit on Thursday 18th January was a cold but sunny day 
revealing quite a few of our ladies flying and four association hives were given a 
block of candy. If members need to visit the apiary to tend to their bees it is best to  



4 

Warwickshire Beekeeper  February 2018  

park in the car park as the ground is 
very wet and muddy.  
Now, Friday 23rd February is our Annual 
General Meeting and we would love to 
see as many of our members there as 
can make it and remember to follow, 
there is lots of time for a natter over 
nibbles. The AGM is an important time 
for you to catch up on what has been 
going on in the branch. Each officer will 
give a report and the branch accounts 
will be presented for you to approve 
and/or question. Remember, the branch 
is nothing without its membership so 
please make every effort to attend. All 
posts are up for election with the     
exception of President. If you would like 
to join the committee or would like to 
find out more, do not hesitate to contact 
anyone of us. 
Look forward to seeing you there. 

Jan Willetts 
 

Coventry & District 
Branch 
www.covbeebranch.co.uk 
It seems a long time ago now, but we 
had a very enjoyable Christmas social 
evening on 18th December and it was 
good to see some newer faces amongst 
the assembled members.  There was 
plenty of good food on the buffet table 
and we then split into teams for Dave’s 
Seasonal Quiz which must have taken 
ages for him to pull together  with all 
those devious questions!  Sincere 
thanks to Dave for once again         
entertaining us whilst working our ‘little 
grey cells’ and also to Cathy for   
providing crackers and festive table 
decorations complete with chocolate 
bees! 
It was lovely to see some new faces at 
the January meeting as well, when we 
enjoyed three old beekeeping films.  
The hit film of the evening was definitely 
the silent, black and white film from 
circa 1935  which showed beekeepers 
in suits, ties and bowler hats happily 
inspecting their bees whilst a steam 
train thundered by in the background. 

Part of the fun was listening to the   
audience comments during the film, 
especially each time the beekeeper 
whipped away his cover cloth with a 
decided flourish.  I have already had 
requests for further film nights and we 
will certainly include in the meetings 
schedule for next winter. 
There is no more concrete news on the 
situation at Ryton Gardens except that 
the site is now officially on the market.  
The committee have been busy       
researching all options and hope to 
discuss some possibilities with as many 
branch members as possible at the 
AGM meeting in February.   
Please do try to attend the AGM if you 
can, the committee work tirelessly for 
the benefit of all the branch members 
but it seems there are only a few who 
regularly turn up at meetings and 
events.  The branch needs as many 
members as possible to share the work 
load and ensure the future of the 
branch.  I’m told we have a record  
number of members this year (58 at last 
count), it would be great if we could 
also see record numbers at the AGM.  
See you there? 

Julia Barclay 
 

Nuneaton & Atherstone 
Branch 
For our first meeting of 2018 we were 
fortunate to be able to persuade Dave 
Bonner to return and speak on the topic 
of “Preparing for the New Season”.  It 
was interesting to find that, out of all the 
societies that regularly use the facilities 
at Hatters Space, we were the only one 
to attend that day.  This represents a 
combination of the enthusiasm of our 
members and a reflection of the quality 
of Dave’s presentations.  
Dave gave sound and well-supported 
advice on a myriad of aspects of our 
craft including, as well as very useful 
approaches to the perennial issue of 
varroa control, studied advice on topics 
such as: planning for the season;   
preparation, if appropriate, for an OSR  
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of the reasons for and the effect of, the 
chewed holes that bees make in their 
comb.  
As always, question time at the end of 
the talk was interactive, bouncy and 
informative, as were the debates that 
followed. The debates ended with the 
classic beekeeper conclusion – we 
have more questions than answers! 
One of our beekeepers Cathy Moore, 
was asked for advice in October 2017 
from a local resident who had employed 
a company to help with the restoration 
of their property, only to find bees well 
and truly anchored inside the building.  
Cathy went in and rehoused a hive 
which had been present and active  
(according to locals) for over 50 years. 
She found the colony in a derelict    
building, below the floorboards. The 
amazing story is a feature in the      
January 2018 edition of Beecraft. The 
article is called ‘Bees in the Woodwork’ 
page 13 Congratulations Cathy on such 
a   successful outcome. I am sure Cathy 
will update us over the next year.  

Gail Plester  
 

Shipston Branch 
The George Inn, 9th January  
A surprisingly good turnout considering 
the short notice of change of venue and 
date. It did mean that some were not 
able to make Tuesday; but others    
arrived who haven't been able to come 
on Mondays. 
Our days at The Gate appear to be 
over. Thanks very much to Ian and 
Anne for their hospitality and             
generosity. The pub/apiary combination 
was perfect. 
The George Inn, also in Brailes, turned 
out to be a good alternative venue. The 
restaurant was our room, so there was 
plenty of space. A good menu too. But 
we miss Anne and Ian naturally. We 
have transferred our monthly meet to 
this new venue and return to second 
Mondays. This will be reviewed after 
March to see if this is still preferred to 
Tuesdays.                                                                                                      
Talk at The George was about Oxalic  
 
 

 

crop; position of any out apiary sites; 
spring cleaning the apiary; swarm    
prevention; hive internal arrangements 
and honey extraction strategies.  Dave 
concluded with three challenges in  
order to develop our practice which 
were: to challenge what you do; more 
hives and more bees do not             
automatically make one a better       
beekeeper; read authoritative literature 
and attend additional lectures. 
I hope that our next meeting, which is 
our AGM will be as well-attended. 
As an aside, I would like to remind 
members of an unfortunate aspect of 
human beings in that theft of            
beekeeping equipment, including hives 
containing bees, has been experienced 
in the County and therefore, I would 
urge all to be ever vigilant and          
security-conscious. 
May your supers be full, your swarms 
few and the Sun always shine on your 
apiary. 

John Twidle 
 

Rugby Branch 
The branch plans to provide a spectrum 
of beekeeping knowledge to our excited 
new beekeepers on their course      
over the two weekend sessions in    
February and then support them       
with mentorship.  We still have places 
should others be interested, the course 
will be held at Brinklow Community   
Hall  this year. Please contact any 
branch member for further details.  
The New Year’s speakers started with 
Celia Rutland from East Surrey Bees 
who provided a fascinating overview of  
‘The Communication of the Honeybee'; 
Celia delivered the talk in such a way 
that beginners learnt a great deal and 
experienced beekeepers refreshed their 
knowledge. She took a complex subject 
and condensed it into a perfect series of 
digestible learning packets. It was so 
interesting to hear in great detail of the 
wide range of pheromones present in 
the hive and their effect on hive activity, 
especially those effecting drones and 
the brood. It was also interesting to hear  
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treatment methods and feeding. Some 
of us have been waiting for better (and 
less windy) weather for optimum     
treatment and feeding conditions, but 
sometimes you just have to take the 
plunge. Most important is to feed      
them rather than let them starve.      
Easily done. Hefting is essential. 
Mention was made of two useful aids/
gadgets, which might appeal to those 
with money to spend. For the rest of us 
they would be very useful items, if    
only…I pass on links as follows; 
There was a thermal imaging article in 
Beecraft last month. The following        
is one of many links to thermal         
imaging with a ‘Flir One’… 
https://honeybeesuite.com/thermal-
imaging-for-beekeepers/ 
Sublimox (sublimator with pressure) 
https://www.swienty.com/pi/Sublimox-
oxalic-acid-
sublimator_4018685_164663.aspx?
CountryID=17&CurrencyId=11 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=nT_hh47U__8 
The advantage is that there is no need 
at all for opening the hive and/or   
breaking the propolized seal on the  
boxes. Treatment is swift, about 20  
seconds per hive. For me it seems to be 
the most efficient and practical oxalic 
treatment at present available. Not just 
for the winter bees, because it can be 
used on swarms and colonies     
throughout the season, as long as they 
are broodless. Price of course is the 
problem. Perhaps associations could 
purchase one and lend out to members. 
We are considering this option. The only      
problem is the power supply. Mains or 
compressor? Although it is claimed that 
it can be used with a 12v leisure battery 
plus inverter. Cheapest I could find   
was the Sublimox by Abelo at          
£348 approximately and inverter about 
£65. Appropriate masks (particular           
respirators to be precise) are advised to 
be worn because of the health hazard of 
inhaling the very noxious vapour. These 
are also available from the above.  
Our next meeting, which is the AGM, at  

the main Brailes Village Hall. Our 
speaker, the current chair of the BBKA 
(and SBKA member), will be Margaret 
Murdin. Date Monday 12th Feb. 7 for 
7.30pm 
May your bees thrive. 

Tim Newcombe 
 

Solihull Branch  
It seems like a little while ago now, with 
Christmas and New Year festivities over 
for another year, but despite the snow 
and ice we had a good turnout for our 
‘Old Beekeeping Videos and Nibbles’ in 
December. Our catering duo, Mandy 
and Denise, prepared a wonderful    
selection of nibbles and the videos   
provided much entertainment and food 
for thought. We took a step back in time 
to learn about former beekeepers’ attire 
as well as their practice in the craft of 
beekeeping, particularly the use of the 
manipulation cloth made by the 1936 
beekeeper who was just like a magician! 
Thank you to Mark Robinson for       
organising our Branch New Year’s meal 
at the Fieldhouse. It was a most       
enjoyable evening during which we 
shared our festive tales and resolutions 
for 2018, some of which are still       
unbroken!  
Just a few reminders as we commence 
the New Year: firstly please ensure that 
you pay any outstanding fees for 2018 
as soon as possible otherwise you are 
not covered through the BBKA or BDI. 
Also, the Beginners’ Course is coming 
up, and we hope that those who have 
enrolled find it an invaluable introduction 
to this wonderful craft of beekeeping.  

Channy Collins  
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BBKA Annual Delegates’ Meeting  
13/01/18 

Held this year at Warwick’s Myton 
School, the hall was filled to capacity 
with 65 of the 70+ Area Association 
(AA) delegates, past and present   
Trustees and other interested          
(non-voting) parties. The business was 
conducted by John Hendrie, the BBKA 
President, and Margaret Murdin, the 
Chair.   
The post of Treasurer had only recently 
been filled by Lynne Barker and matters 
relating to the 2016/17 Accounts were 
ably dealt with by the Finance        
Committee Chair, Howard Poole.  He 
was pleased to report that as a result of 
economies and focused management, 
the Charity had for a second year    
running, achieved a small surplus.        
It was reported that four research    
projects had been awarded a total of 
£25k. There is no rise in capitation for 
the 2018/19 year. 

Spring Convention 2018   
The serious countdown to the 2018 BBKA Spring Convention starts now! 

Lecturers, workshop tutors and tradeshow exhibitors are signed up; stewards         
are volunteering; programmes are printed; menus decided and you can now        
access the Spring Convention page on the new BBKA website,  detailing the        
programme and full details of how to buy your wristband (£25 for members in       
advance) giving access to lectures for all three days and Saturday’s 
Tradeshow.   ‘On-the-day’ Convention wristbands at £30 for members, as well         
as £5 Tradeshow alone tickets, will be available at Harper Adams. 
 

The Spring Convention booking site is the place to book workshops (many at no  
extra charge this year), accommodation, dinners, shuttle transport and more. Please 
book early to avoid disappointment and before 3rd April, when advance tickets,     
accommodation and shuttle bookings close.   
 

Extra attractions this year will include the BBKA Hive Experience, BBKA Archive films 
and, weather permitting, Harper Adams’ outdoor heated swimming pool!   
 

We look forward to welcoming you 13-15 April.  For the maximum beekeeping     
experience, book to join us for the Welcome Dinner on Thursday 12th. 

Joyce Nisbet 

My task as WBKA delegate was to vote 
on the various propositions tabled by 
AAs and Trustee elections in           
accordance with the wishes of our eight 
Branches – five of which had recorded 
their preferences for ‘consolidation’ by 
our County Secretary. With several of 
the propositions I was mandated to cast 
my vote based on the debate which 
took place on the day. The results of 
the voting will be documented in a  
forthcoming BBKA News, but I am   
delighted to report that Suzanne     
Bennett of Solihull has been elected as 
a Trustee for 3 years.  
The AA achieving the greatest         
percentage increase in members   
passing their Basic was Westmoreland; 
that with the most module and higher 
level husbandry passes was Reading. 
The BBKA, from an ease of             
administration point of view, has       
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Disease Bailey Comb Change 

generally resisted the application from small groups splitting away from existing AAs 
and wishing to become AAs in their own right. An AA with, say, 50 members has the 
same voting rights as one, like Yorkshire, with several thousands – albeit a 
‘membership vote’ can be called for with its potential to overturn a previous delegate 
vote. At this ADM, exacerbated by the demise of Northamptonshire with its previously 
constituent Branches, three more BKAs became AAs in their own right. 
It is sad to relate that a large part of the day was spent debating the action that the 
Executive should take with regard to the alleged non professional behaviour of one of 
the Trustees, Ian Homer.  Unfortunately, this saga is  likely to run and run, to the  
detriment of full / proper attention being able to be paid to the running of the BBKA by 
its well qualified volunteer Executive, supported by great office staff.  

Douglas Nethercleft  
(WBKA Delegate) 

In the previous article we talked about 
helping the bees recover from Nosema 
by moving them onto clean comb/
foundation.  To do this we use a      
manipulation called the “Disease Bailey 
Comb Change”. 
 

Dr Lesley Bailey, a bee disease expert 
at Rothamsted, developed this        
technique specifically to get weak    
colonies onto new comb.  This         
technique is not to be confused with the 
technique used with strong colonies to 
create a full set of freshly drawn comb – 
confusingly called a Bailey Comb 
Change. 
 

We have a weak, diseased colony, 
probably three or four seams of bees.  
Obviously, a hive this weak will have no 
supers on it and it will also have a very 
limited number of foraging bees.  
Therefore, to move them onto fresh 
comb requires some patience and TLC, 
do not expect miracles. 
 

To start you will need: 
1. Some tape or sponge to block the 
hive entrance. 
2. A clean brood box with 4 frames of 
fresh foundation. 
3. Two dummy/blanking boards 
4. A clean queen excluder. 
5. An eke with a small entrance cut in it. 
6. A clean crown board. 
7. A gallon of weak syrup/ambrosia in a  

contact feeder. 
8. An empty super to use as a large 
eke. 
9. Some pollen or pollen substitute may 
be required. 
 

The procedure is very straightforward. 
1. Open up the hive, remove the crown 
board and queen excluder (if one had 
been left on it). 
2. Find the queen and place that frame 
(hopefully with open brood on), with the 
queen and bees, to one side or in a nuc 
box for safe keeping. 
3. Remove all the frames which have 
no bees or very few bees on them, 
even if they have stores on them.  
Shake these few bees back into the 
brood box.  This leaves enough frames, 
some with brood, sufficient in total, for 
the number of bees. 
4. Push the frames together against the 
side of the brood box where the old 
entrance was, if necessary turn the 
brood box around to be the ‘warm’ way.  
Now put a dummy board at the end – 
so this now looks like a 3 or 4 frame 
Nuc. 
5. Put on the CLEAN queen excluder. 
6. Now put on the eke, with the        
entrance pointing in the same direction 
as the old entrance. 
7. Put on top the new, clean brood box 
with the 4 frames of foundation. 
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 8. Create a gap, at the entrance side, 
between the wall and the first frame of 
foundation. 
9. Insert here the frame (dirty) that has 
the queen on it. 
10. Close up the frames of foundation 
and use a dummy board as the ‘end 
wall.  So, this looks like a 5 frame nuc. 
11. Put on the CLEAN crown board 
positioned so the feed hole is above the 
bees. 
12 Now put the full contact feeder onto 
the crown board and the Super ‘eke’ 
around it and then the roof. 
13. FINALLY – block up the old        
entrance to the colony. 
NOTE:  If the frames left in the old 
brood box have very little pollen stores  
put a pollen feed or substitute directly 
on the top bars of the new brood box 
(below the crown board) so the bees 
have a source of protein. 
 

The clean up: 
This is the bit that beekeepers do not 
like – cleaning up! 
Take the old frames – all of them – and 
burn them.  The amount of wax in them 
is small and it is not worth trying to   
recover the wax nor to recycle the 
frames. 
Scrape the wax and propolis etc. off the 
dirty crown board and queen excluder, 
then either scorch or immerse in a 
bleach solution (non-wooden items). 
Remember, if you used a nuc box, to 
give the inside a quick scorch or wash 
out with bleach. 
 

What have we achieved? 
The nurse bees and brood are in the 
bottom brood box with the majority of 
the dirty comb. 
The queen, some house bees and the 
flying bees will now concentrate into the 
new brood box, using the new entrance 
and onto the clean foundation. 
The house bees will use the energy 
from the syrup to create wax and draw 
out the new foundation. 
As brood in the old frames emerges 
bees will migrate up through the queen 
excluder to the new brood box. 
 
 
 
 
 

We have now, as far as we are able,  
isolated the contaminated comb to the 
bottom box. 
 

What do we do now? 
Keep the feeder filled especially if it is a 
small container.  The bees will need 
about one gallon to do what we want 
them to.  This source of food means 
that the few foragers that exist will not 
have to use energy flying to gather  
forage.  Any foragers can be focussed 
on collecting pollen and water. 
 

After three or four days, inspect the top 
box.  Once the bees have drawn out 
some foundation and the queen is   
laying eggs in it we take the one dirty 
comb from this clean box, shake off the 
bees – so the queen remains in the top 
box and put this dirty frame into the 
bottom box.  Do NOT go into the bottom 
box except to put in this one dirty frame. 
 

Now we wait two or three weeks,   
keeping the feeder filled, until the brood 
in the old bottom box has emerged.  
Then we do the following – this is the 
final bit: 
1. Move the hive to one side, about one 
metre. 
2. In its place put a CLEAN floor, with 
only a small, easily defended entrance 
and the entrance pointing in the same 
direction. 
3. Lift what is the clean/new brood box, 
plus crown board, feeder and roof and 
place onto the clean floor. 
4. Remove the old, dirty floor, the old 
brood box, the queen excluder and the 
small eke that provided the entrance. 
5. CLEAN the old/dirty equipment        
ie. burn the frames and scorch/disinfect 
the equipment. 
The colony is now on clean equipment 
(apart from the roof) and clean comb.  
As the colony grows, gradually add 
more frames of foundation into the 
brood box until there is the full         
complement ie. for a National, 11 
frames + a dummy board.   
Stop feeding when there is a nectar flow 
AND there are sufficient foragers in the 
colony to sustain the hive. 
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Chronicles of a Novice Beekeeper 
On December 30th I met with the     
allotment coordinator to determine if we 
could find a suitable place on the    
allotment for placing two hives.        
Basically, here’s how it stands: 
Pros:  

 All the allotment members were in 
agreement to the hives being      
present. 

 Short drive from home & able to 
bring the car quite close to the hives. 

 The site is secure either by fencing, 
locked gate or very thick brambles. 

 Two holders have chickens &     
pigeons in coops on their allotments. 

 There is a nearby swamp and 
stream. 

 There’s a lot of natural forage     
available already, including early 
spring & winter forage. 

 I can locate my hives away from the 
actual allotments on the edge of a 
small willow copse, which will also 
provide shade against the afternoon 
sun in the summer. 

 

 

Next month we can talk about how to change a full set of comb on a strong colony 
using the confusingly called a ‘Bailey Comb Change’. 

Dave Bonner - Master Beekeeper 

A Good Read 
I’ve just read this book and I think some of the other membersmay enjoy it. 
 

Coffin Road  by Peter May  
(An eco-thriller about bees). This is an exciting, well-written thriller with murder and 
kidnapping. One  surprise is that it turns out the main character is a beekeeper   
conducting field work and tests to demonstrate the effects of neonicotinoids on   
honeybees.   Maybe not exactly a scientific paper but it’s a good read and good fun. 
This is how it starts;  
When Neal Maclean is washed up on the beach with no memory of who he is or 
what he is doing, Maclean and the reader are on shifting sand. Everyone that comes 
into his life offers some glimpse of his former self but you can never be really sure if 
Maclean is a good or bad guy.  

Maggie Dann  Sutton branch 

Cons: 

 The site requires a lot of heavy work 
to prepare it!  

 

I’ve signed the papers and will pick up 
my allotment key on January 20th. I’m 
giving myself until the end of February 
to get a site cleared, levelled, gravelled, 
sanded then covered with concrete 
slabs.  
 

I’m planning on going to Bee Tradex on 
March 3rd as I’ll need to make some 
rather big purchases. I’m currently  
researching which type of hive to    
purchase & what components I’ll need 
to pick up. I’m not completely decided 
on anything at present. Currently my 
priorities are finding a solid strimmer & 
preparing the site. 
 

And in case anyone was wondering…   
I did not get a hive tool in my stocking 
at Christmas but I did get a copy of The 
BBKA Guide to Beekeeping, 2nd    
Edition!  

Denali Enns 
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Honey Alchemy  

Honey & Ale Wholegrain Mustard 
 
This recipe combines two of my favourite things; honey and real ale! 
This is a recipe adapted from several found on ‘Google’, adjusting the amounts of 
honey and beer until I found a combination that suited my taste. 
The first time I made this the mustard seeds didn’t grind up in the food processor so 
they were left whole. 
For the second batch I used the stick blender and the seeds broke up well, this did 
however produce a hotter flavour. 
Packed into small jars, these made lovely ‘homemade’ gifts for my friends at  
Christmas and were much appreciated. 
I bought the seeds in larger packets from Fox’s Spices in Stratford, but they are not 
available online – other suppliers are available! 

Ingredients: 
 

 115g of black mustard seed 

 115g of yellow mustard seed 

 100ml of ale (such as London Pride) 

 1 tbsp of sea salt 

 100ml of cider vinegar 

 2 tbsp of runny honey 

Method: 
 
1. Place all of the seeds in a large bowl.   
2. Pour over the beer, stir, cover with cling film and leave at room temperature   

overnight. 
3. Tip the mustard seeds through a sieve over a bowl.   
4. Put half in a blender and blitz to break down the mixture and then return to the 

bowl along with the whole seeds.   
5. Add the sea salt, vinegar and honey.   
6. Stir thoroughly and spoon into sterilised jars. 
 

Lovely served with roast beef (and horseradish), sausages or roast ham, enjoy. 
 

Denise  Grove 
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Busy as a bee doesn't apply to all individuals in a hive it seems. Researchers have 
long known that some members of the colony appear quite lazy. They hang about 
doing very little work, but serve as a reserve workforce that can quickly spring into 
action. It turns out that some other bees are antisocial. They don't engage in normal 
guarding or nursing behaviours but sit around, interacting very little with hive mates. 
It turns out that these antisocial bees share genetic profiles with humans on the   
autistic spectrum. 
 

Scientists from the University of Illinois tested the responsiveness of 245 groups of 
10 worker bees to a social challenge and a social stimulus. The challenge was the 
introduction of an unfamiliar bee, viewed as a territorial threat that typically provokes 
aggressive guarding behaviour. A young queen larva in need of feed simulated the 
social opportunity to provide nursing care. Some workers showed very aggressive 
behaviour to the stranger and were classified as "guards", others immediately      
attended to the queen larva and were dubbed "nurses". Just 1% of bees responded  
with both behaviours, as guarding and nursing are typically carried out at   different 
life stages. A substantial    proportion of bees however, about 14%, didn't react to 
either situation. Genetic analysis revealed that many of the genes overexpressed in 
autistic humans were also overexpressed in these antisocial bees.  
 

Ipswich & East Suffolk BKA via ebees  
(modified) 

Autistic Bees 
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Caveat Emptor 
 

Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any 
goods or services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the  website. Anyone 
purchasing bees or nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are disease free and 
that they are aware of the provenance of any queens.  
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WBKA WHO’S WHO 

Peter Spencer President 01926 856204  
 

Celia Davis    Chairman 01676 533252  
     chairman@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk 
 

Mike Blanco  Secretary 01527 591855  
   secretary@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk 
 

Jan Willetts  Treasurer 0121 249 1965  
     treasurer@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk  
 

Gill Grimshaw       Examination Secretary  01926 497440  
   wbkaexams@gillgrimshaw.com  
 

Julia Barclay  WB Editor 02476 411275     
      wbeditor@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk 
   Copy to julia@barclaysworld.com 
 

Peter Barclay  Web Master  
   webmaster@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk  

Branch Secretaries 

Birmingham    07708 031926  bdbka.sec@aol.co.uk  
 

Coventry           02476 411275  cbka.secretary@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Nuneaton          01827 880689 
 

Rugby              01788 833877 scj.scj@btinternet.com  
 

Shipston          07837 744791  
 

Solihull              0121 704 1731 
 

Sutton Coldfield     0121 354 3322 
 

Warwick & Leamington  01926 632388 

Bee Inspectors 

SEASONAL BEE INSPECTORS 
(April to September only) 
Dave Bonner  07775 119434 
Keren Green  07901 517779 
 

REGIONAL BEE INSPECTOR 
Colin Pavey  07775 119471 

 

Items appearing in WB are not necessarily the view of   
either the editor or Warwickshire  Beekeepers Association  

BDI Representatives 

WBKA  Representative 
Julian Routh   0121 354 5956 
 
 

Director & Claims Manager 
Bernard Diaper 07711 456932  
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