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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
Mike Blanco
Well, winter has certainly arrived! Our bees have had a great autumn, foraging late
into the new year. I find it amazing where they manage to find pollen at this time of
the year. Hopefully they will have sufficient stores, as foraging indicates there is
brood in the hive, so food may become an issue later in the spring.
Don’t forget the County Lecture on Saturday 6th February at 10.30am. We have
invited Jo Schup, our new Regional bee inspector (Western Region) to join us before
the lecture, so if you would like to meet Jo and share a warm drink with us, do come
along.
Your Executive is meeting on 27th January to prepare for the AGM on 27th March. In
WB this month I have included the Agenda for the AGM. As mentioned before, my
tenure as Chair will end on 27th March (a fixed 2-year term), so we do need to
address the issue of a new Chairperson, and also Hon. Secretary. Without these
posts being filled, the County will be unable to continue.
I look forward to seeing you on 6th February or at the AGM.
tmikeblanco@gmail.com.

Agenda for the 136th Annual General Meeting
of the Warwickshire Beekeepers Association
Wednesday 23 March 2016 7.30pm
National Beekeeping Centre, Stoneleigh Park
1 Welcome to attendees, guests and ‘holding’ trustees.
MB
2 To receive apologies for absence
MB
3 Minutes of the previous AGM held 25 March 2015
MB
(These will be highlights only)
4 Matters arising
MB
5 Reports
• Chairman
• Secretary
• Treasurer
• Honey Show Sec.
• National Honey Show AGM 29/10/15 & Results as per WB 1215
• BBKA delegate SDM 20/6/15 as per WB 0715, ADM 9/1/16 as per WB 0216
• Bee Diseases Insurance (BDI)
6 Appointment of Independent Examiner for 2016
JW
(The Treasurer proposes MHA Macintyre Hudson & Co. Ltd.)
7 Propositions
MB
8 Proposed membership rates for 2017:
• Full member - BBKA £19.00, WBKA £9.50
• Partner - BBKA £12.50, WBKA £3.00
• County and Junior member: BBKA £9.50, WBKA £2.50
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9 Proposal on the future of the WBKA
10 Proposal on changes to the County Constitution
11 Election of officers
• Membership secretary
• Examination officer
• Confirmation of other positions *(see table below)
12 Appointment of Honorary Life Members
13 Honoraria
14 Presentation of certificates
15 Meeting close

MB

SD
MB

Date and place of 137th AGM: 22nd March 2017 at NBC, Stoneleigh
Officer

Incumbent

Nominated

Comment

President

Stan Dolphin

Stan Dolphin

year 5 of 5

President Elect

Peter Spencer

Chair

Mike Blanco

Chair Elect

vacant

Hon. Secretary

Mike Blanco
(Pro-tem)

vacant

Jan Willetts

Jan Willetts

Douglas Nethercleft

Douglas Nethercleft

Julian Routh
Douglas Nethercleft,
Bernard Diaper,
Bruce Roberts
Bernard Brown

Julian Routh
Douglas Nethercleft,
Bernard Diaper,
Bruce Roberts
Bernard Brown

Bob Gilbert

Gill Grimshaw

Peter Spencer

Peter Spencer

Peter Spencer

Peter Spencer

John Craddock

John Craddock

Julia Barclay
Douglas Nethercleft

Julia Barclay
Douglas Nethercleft

Bernard Diaper,
Maurice West

Bernard Diaper,
Maurice West

Hon. Treasurer

vacant

Other Positions
BBKA Delegate
BDI Delegate
National Honey Show
Delegates
Membership
Secretary
Examination
Secretary
Gift Aid Coordinator
Spray Liaison Officer
Honey Show
Secretary
WB Editor
County Lecture
Organiser
Custodian Trustees
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BBKA Annual Delegates Meeting (ADM)
9th January 2016
The proposition (2016/02) that exam
board funding for training in particular
and the holding of exams / assessments
be maintained was upheld (29/28/3).
The exam board confirmed its
commitment to looking at a new
Intermediate Assessment taken as a
step between the Basic and General
Husbandry which satisfied proposition
2016/10.

This event, attended by some 60 area
Association delegates and perhaps 100
other interested parties, passed off
more or less peaceably with the almost
guaranteed ‘points of order’ and
procedural challenges exercising the
patience of David Aston (retiring
President) who chaired the meeting.
The new President for 2016 is John
Hendrie who has been involved with the
workings of the BBKA for many years
and already holds senior positions in a
number of other beekeeping
organisations.

A raft of seemingly pedagogical
‘Standing Orders’ propositions were,
fortunately, referred back to the Exec. to
deal with.
The results of other
propositions were as supported or
otherwise by the Exec. A full listing of
results and votes cast will appear in the
BBKA News in due course but of
particular note was the wholehearted
support of the meeting for England
hosting the International Meeting of
Young Beekeepers in 2017.
The
funding for this, some £80,000, will
prim arily c om e from c orporate
sponsorship and the participating
countries. Albeit the event is being
under-written by the BBKA, individual
Associations and Branches might like to
support this venture directly; Surrey has
already decided to prime the pump for a
looked for £30,000 with £5k.

One of the BBKA Trustees, Howard
Pool who has only been in post since
last October but who has an impressive
financial pedigree, gave a clear and
concise report on the audited accounts
for 2014/15, the basis of budgeted
revenues and expenditure in 2015/16,
and re-assured those present as to the
financial standing and probity of the
Association. He stated that his aim for
“our” Association was “to look after
beekeepers and bees”. Simplicity and
transparency was the key. He noted
that the increase in postal rates by the
Royal Mail had cost the Association an
additional £24k in BBKA News delivery
costs and the recent abortive SDM
another £14k. Membership had risen by
5% to 2,500 and his generally upbeat
oration raised the level of delegate
engagement with matters financial and
received a round of applause. It was
unfortunate that the Exec. proposition
(2016/01) to increase the 2016/17
annual capitation by £2, although
agreed to by the individual delegates
present (32/27/1), was then defeated on
a membership vote (10,167/12,874/216)
– probably largely influenced by
Yorkshire.

Other news from the ADM included:
The long awaited report on the dangers,
or otherwise, of neonicotinoids by the
Centre for Ecology and Hydrology at
Wallingford is scheduled for publication
in July. Individual beekeepers may be
asked to provide honey samples for
analysis;
With the moratorium on neonicotinoids
and reversion to the application of
pesticides by spraying, the BBKA has
been liaising with DEFRA and the NFU
(amongst others) re. the introduction of
a
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web based Spray Liaison Scheme. Beta testing is scheduled for March. If the scheme
goes live, it will be down to individual beekeepers to register in order to get automatic
notification of local spraying activity;
Following the discovery of Small Hive Beetle (SHB) in Italy, National Apiculture
Programmes have been lobbying for funds from the EU for Member States to
recompense beekeepers for the cost of restocking following the destruction of their
hives. The incursion of SHB into the UK is being taken seriously by the Bee Health
Advisory Forum and this body is advising the relevant Parliamentary Committee
which held its inaugural meeting early last December. However, a ban on imports of
honeybees and bee products is unlikely as the authorities are reluctant to interfere
with legitimate trade. Beekeepers registering their apiaries on BeeBase is a must,
but considered opinion is that containment of any / all eventual outbreaks of SHB in
the UK and the subsequent eradication of this pest in Western Europe is unlikely to
be successful in the long term;
There had been some 700 responses to the BBKA Survey from Associations,
Branches and individual members. The survey had only closed less than a week
before the ADM and from an initial view there was no clear directional thrust. Results
would be published in the BBKA News in due course.
From a Warwickshire point of view I am delighted to report that David Blower
(Shipston Branch) was elected to the BBKA Exam Board for a term of three years. It
was not necessary to exercise the County’s cunning plan to secure this vote utilising
the volunteer tellers - all drawn from Warwickshire!

Douglas Nethercleft
(Warwickshire Delegate)

COMB
Part 1 of a series of 5 by John Chambers
Introduction
Comb represents an essential, expensive and permanent investment for the
honeybee colony. It has many purposes beyond the more obvious ones of brood
rearing and the storage of pollen and honey (see below). The comb in a typical nest
of a fully-established colony in the wild will be made from about 1.2kg wax, contain
about 100,000 cells and have a surface area of about 2.5 square metres [1]. Each
individual piece of comb will be securely attached to the roof and sidewalls of the
nest, but occasional gaps are left between the comb and the sidewalls to allow bees
to pass between the various seams. About 7.5kg honey will have been used in the
comb manufacture, equivalent to over a third of the colony’s winter energy
requirement.
Further uses for comb
- Clustering for thermoregulation.
- Water spreading for thermoregulation.
- Dancing platform for communicating the best foraging sites.
- Transmission of vibrations created by worker bees and the queen bee.
- Pheromone deposition.
- Emission of volatile odours that serve as a foraging stimulus.
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Being comparatively dense, honey is
stored in the upper and peripheral areas
of wild comb where it creates the least
structural strain. Worker brood is found
in the lowest portion of the central
combs which, being at the bottom, is
likely to be some of the most recently
manufactured nest structure. Worker
brood will span several pieces of comb
and have a roughly spherical shape. It
is subject to remarkably precise
thermoregulation. In contrast, drone
brood is readily expended if the colony
cannot afford to maintain it and its
thermoregulation is compromised
whenever worker bees have to cluster
to maintain worker brood temperature.
However, being larger, drone pupae
have a more favourable surface area to
volume ratio for heat retention and
taking longer to develop, they are better
able to tolerate slight falls in ambient
temperature [3]. The aggregation of all
drone brood into one area helps to
preserve comb integrity. It might also
allow the queen to lay drone brood in
batches and it probably helps in the
regulation of the quantity of drone brood
made. Around the brood nest is a rim of
pollen, which makes it readily
accessible to nurse bees. When
required, queen swarm cells are
typically placed along the bottom margin
of combs, but they can also be placed in
crevices within comb faces or in any
gaps in the comb. Supersedure queen
cells are more commonly found deeper
in the comb but typically outside the
main brood area [7]. For obvious
reasons, emergency queen cells are
found within the main brood area.

At least 6g honey is used in the
manufacture of 1g beeswax [2]. It takes
about 66 bee hours convert this into 20
square centimetres of comb [3, 4].
Being such an expensive resource, a
honeybee colony only adds to it in
response to immediate demand.
Wherever possible, damaged cells are
repaired and wax scraps such as cell
cappings are recycled by the colony [5].
Queen cells are built from bits of wax
cut away from adjoining worker cells
and once used, they too are recycled.

Comb architecture
Each piece of comb comprises a flat
midrib of wax about 0.1mm thick. On
either side of this is a layer of
tessellated hexagonal cells with wax
walls approximately 0.075mm thick.
Each cell floor is angled upwards at 13°
to the horizontal from the base to the
opening to prevent honey contents from
spilling out. As an indicative guide,
worker cells have a diameter of about
5.2-5.4mm and a depth of about
12.5mm [6]. Somewhere on the
periphery of the brood nest will be a
solid area of drone comb, the cells here
having a larger diameter of about 6.26.4mm and a depth of about 16mm. For
obvious geometric reasons, cells at the
very margin of the drone brood area are
necessarily irregular. Between each
parallel face of wild comb is a seam of
near-constant width in which the bees
move and work. This is typically 9.5mm
wide.
The tessellated hexagonal arrangement
maximises cell density on the comb
face by avoiding any dead space.
Furthermore, as each cell wall is shared
by two cells, the quantity of wax used
per cell is kept to an absolute minimum.
By all these means material economy is
optim is ed. Material strength is
enhanced by the non-alignment of cells
on each side and 1kg comb can easily
support 22kg honey at normal hive
temperatures [4].

Manufacture and manipulation
Wax is secreted from four pairs of wax
glands on the ventral surface of the
abdomen of worker bees. Under normal
circumstances, these wax glands reach
maturity at about 10 days of age and
regress at 19 days, and most
wax-secreting worker bees are between
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these ages [8]. About 1,100 scales are required to make 1g wax [9]. When ready, the
scales are collected by the hind legs and passed forward to the forelegs. The wax is
softened by a combination of mandibular chewing and the addition of mandibular
gland secretions.
During comb construction, hair plates at the base of the neck provide worker bees
with the gravitational awareness required to ensure that each comb remains vertical
[3]. It is believed that the forelegs are used to determine the diameter of each cell and
that the antennae are used to regulate the thickness and smoothness of cell walls.

To be continued
References
(N.B. With sufficient searching, most of the research papers cited below are freely
available on the internet. In all other cases, their abstracts can be found).
[1]Seeley TD, Morse RA. The nest of the honey bee (Apis Mellifera). Insectes
Sociaux. 1976;23:495–512.
[2]Hepburn H. Honeybees and Wax: An Experimental Natural History.
Springer-Verlag; 1986.
[3]Winston M. The Biology of the Honey Bee. Havard University Press; 1987.
[4]Ribbands CR. The Behaviour and Social Life of Honeybees. Bees Research
Association; 1953.
[5]Seeley TD. Honeybee Ecology. Princeton University Press; 1985.
[6]Heaf D. The natural cell size of honey bee comb;. Online. Available from:
http://-www.dheaf.plus.com/-warrebeekeeping/-cell_size.htm.
[7]Wright W. Are they supersedure or swarm cells? A reprint from Bee Culture, July
2005;. Online.
Available from: http://-www.beesource.com/-point-of-view/-walt-wright/-are-theysupersedure-or-swarm-cells/-.
[8]Seeley TD. The Wisdom of the Hive: The Social Physiology of Honey Bee
Colonies. Havard University Press; 1995.

Train the Trainer 2nd April 2016
Calling Warwickshire branch apiary demonstrators and mentors
Would you like to review or improve your bee handling skills and knowledge to
become a beekeeping demonstrator/mentor in your branch? Or are you already a
beekeeping mentor, or demonstrator, for your branch association? If so there is a
local, free workshop with you in mind.
We are planning a half day practical workshop at Stoneleigh on Saturday 2nd April
2016 led by experienced demonstrators to help you and your audience get the most
from the apiary sessions you lead in the coming seasons.
For further information contact your Warwickshire Branch Education Coordinator;
Solihull - Celia Davis , Shipston - Douglas Nethercleft or David Blower, Coventry Dave Bonner, Birmingham & District - Noel Parker, Nuneaton - Linda Tuffin,
Sutton Coldfield & North Birmingham - Richard Barron, Rugby - Samantha
Peckett, Warwick & Leamington - Julia Smith or Mary Pemberton.
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WHEN A FLOWER IS NOT A FLOWER
Celia F Davis
(They have posher names but those will
suffice.) So the daisy and sunflower
have both kinds, disc in the centre and
ray round the outside, whereas a
dandelion has only ray florets and
Tansy has only disc florets. To add to
the general complexity (or confusion?)
some florets, or individual capita, may
be single sex or may contain both
sexes. This depends on the species.
Obviously all female ones will contain
no pollen at all. There are no hard and
fast rules and it is a huge family.

The plants that I am looking at this
month are not all they seem. Many of
them are very common species with
which we have been familiar since
childhood, and some are important
producers of pollen and nectar. Many
are regarded as weeds by farmers and
gardeners and most are instantly
recognisable as belonging to the same
family. The family I am talking about is
the Asteraceae. The old name for this
group was the Compositae, a good
name, because it describes the ‘flowers’
perfectly because they are composites
of many much smaller flowers, each
called a floret. Accurately they can be
described as inflorescences, a term
which merely means a collection of
flowers with their branching stems
(where relevant) and their bracts (little
leaf-like structures).
We are all familiar with the concept of
f lo we r s b ein g a gg re ga te d i nt o
inflorescences and have only to think of
foxgloves and hedge parsley, but these
do not concern us here.
The
inflorescence of the Asteraceae is a
specialised one called a capitulum
(found also in the Dipsaceae, Teasel
family) where the individual florets are
packed tightly together in a usually flat
head, the whole surrounded by the
bracts, which are small and green and
often in more than one layer. Common
examples are the daisy, dandelion,
sunflower and dahlia. So far so good,
but those observant ones among you
will notice that the inflorescences of a
daisy and dandelion do not look the
same as one another. This is because
there are two different kinds of florets, a
small round one called a disc floret and
an elongated one called a ray floret.

Cultivated aster showing pollen-laden
disc florets surrounded by purple ray
florets.

Now to the Asteraceae and bees:
Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale) is
always considered a quite important
bee plant as it flowers so early in the
year and colonies can really benefit
from it. It may sometimes produce a
crop, although this is unusual as it is so
early, but the honey is quite strongly
flavoured and not to everyone’s taste.
The pollen, a deep golden yellow, but
often appearing orange in pollen loads,
is produced in huge amounts but is not
a perfect food for honey bees as it is
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low in the levels of some essential
amino acids. It is quite oily and can
impart a yellow colour to the wax. It is a
very pretty pollen when seen under the
microscope. It is also much loved by
students studying pollen because of its
distinctive structure. However, it is quite
similar to some other species in the
family so care must be exercised.

obtained.
It is frequently grown in
gardens where it is avidly worked by
honey bees but, again, the pollen is
somewhat less than perfect in
composition.
Common Ragwort (Senecio jacobaea)
is regarded as a noxious weed. It
contains chemicals known as
pyrrolizidine alkaloids which cause liver
damage, particularly in horses. They
rarely eat fresh ragwort but are unable
to detect it in hay, where it poses a
particular danger.
The effects are
cumulative and very serious.
Ragwort seems to have proliferated in
recent years particularly on grass
verges and traffic islands, with no-one
making much effort to reduce its spread.
When bees are working ragwort, the
wax becomes deep yellow and the
honey, which is a golden yellow colour,
has a very strong, rather unpleasant
aroma and taste.
It improves on
keeping and after granulation. The
alkaloids were found to present no
problem to human consumers.
Many other species, both wild and
cultivated, occur but space precludes
mention of any more. Any good flower
book will help. Probably the best is
‘Wild Flowers’ by Blaney, Fitter and
Fitter (Second ed. 2013) which is up-todate and has excellent pictures.

Section through the capitulum of a
dandelion, showing insertion of individual
florets.

Sunflower (Heleanthus annuus) is
grown as a crop in many countries but
not on any scale here, as our summers
are not sufficiently long and hot. A few
years ago quite a number of fields
appeared in our area as trials but they
were not repeated. Commercially it is
grown for seed, from which oil is

Warwickshire County Lecture
WARM HIVES
Speaker: Derek Mitchell
th

Saturday 6 February 2016, 10.00 for 10.30 am
National Beekeeping Centre
Stoneleigh Park, CV8 2LG

Support your County
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BeeBase
Have you registered your colonies on
BeeBase? It’s free, it’s easy, you will be
notified of disease threats in your area and
it helps with National bee disease control.
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/

BEE TRADEX
Saturday, 5th March 2016
9:00am to 4:30pm
Hall H1,
STONELEIGH PARK,
Warwickshire, CV8 2LG

Recipe of the month
Douglas Nethercleft

Honey Marble Cake
Ingredients
Light Mix
110g
110g
110g
½ tsp
2
2 tbsp*
½ tsp
-

butter, softened
caster sugar
soft brown sugar
honey, runny
self-raising flour
baking powder
eggs
milk
vanilla extract
caramel browning

Dark Mix
110g
50g
30g
110g
½ tsp
1
3 tbsp*
½ tsp

-

* or as necessary

Method
Preheat the oven to 160°C / 325°F / gas mark 3.
Lightly grease a 900g (2lb) loaf tin and line with non-stick baking parchment.
Combine all ingredients for the light mix in a large bowl and beat with a hand-held
electric mixer for about two minutes / until well blended and aerated.
Repeat for the dark mix in a separate bowl.
Spoon the light and dark cake mixtures randomly into the prepared tin until all of the
mixture is used up, Gently level the surface.
Bake for 50 minutes to one hour until the cake is well risen, springy to the touch and
starting to shrink away from the sides of the tin.
Allow to cool in the tin for a few minutes then turn out on to a wire rack, peel off the
lining paper and leave to cool completely.
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TOM’S COLUMN
Tim Newcombe
We all benefit from our mistakes and
from those of others. It is for that reason
that I dedicate this column to my friend
Tom who keeps bees near me.
Whereas I plod on doing everything by
the book in boring fashion Tom is
always trying new bee ventures often
with little foresight and often at the
expense of his bees. He is sometimes
forgetful, often erratic and usually
chaotic; and he doesn’t mind me telling
you this. He admits that he takes on too
many things to manage anything
effectively. In fact I have his full
permission to tell you about all his
mistakes so that we may all benefit. I
know that I have learnt what little I know
about beekeeping from him.
My first aim though is to give a rough
guide to seasonal jobs and to
offer the usual reminders.
Now is the time to plan ahead. Make
plans even though they will be sure to
change. How many colonies are we
aiming for this year? Do we have
enough of the right equipment – cover
boards, frames, ekes, feeders etc?
Beetradex is c om ing again to
Stoneleigh on Saturday 5th March, so
foundation and all you will need is
available there. Try to develop the habit
of keeping records, especially if you
have 3 or more colonies. Apps are now
available for those who choose to do
this electronically. My records have
been invaluable. I keep a much
propolised notebook with me until I can
copy it all on to my record sheets when I
get home. I then have a reminder of
what to do or expect on my next apiary
visit. I might try a voice recorder this
year.
How prepared are you for swarming
prevention or control? You will need
both if you want to keep your bees.

Your equipment needs to be in top
condition too. Tom hasn’t cleaned any
of his boxes or frames yet and is in
danger of getting caught out as usual by
the swarm season which is not that far
away. The main dangers at this time of
year are damage from wind or pests
such as mice, woodpeckers and wax
moth; and of course poor ventilation,
starvation and varroa. Your colony
might be queenless too. Tom has lost
bees in winter through ill fitting and
warped boxes which caused his bees to
perish. He has also forgotten to replace
mouse guards when they have been
removed for a particular job. He has
forgotten too, to open up the hive
entrances after Oxalic Acid treatment
and has never protected his hives from
woodpeckers, but he has so far been
very lucky there. I am playing safe of
course. One of mine has a WBC
exterior as an experiment and the rest
have a 4mm Correx surround which is
to protect, and to a certain extent
insulate, the sides. The floors are open
mesh and the roofs are insulated. Some
say that our nationals are poorly
insulated for winter. The most likely time
for attack is when the cold sets in as it
has recently and creatures are looking
for easy pickings and a warm home.
The cold can be our helper too.
Freezing kills wax moth so it is a good
idea to keep your stock outside and
under cover. Heft your hives often as
their stores may have been depleted by
wasps or robbing bees, especially if the
colony is weak, even though you fed
them liberally in the autumn. Too much
available syrup in the autumn can lead
to a brood box so full of syrup that there
is no room for the queen to create
enough winter bees to ensure survival.
Be generous with their emergency
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too. It is still an option for those who
want to relieve the bees of their burden.
I have one more application to do.
To end with I often think about planting
for my bees as there is precious little
food for them here now with the advent
of intensive arable farming and the
removal of long standing pasture. I often
forget to plant until it’s too late. Only you
will know what is available locally and
what your bees favour. It is not always
easy to find flowers specific to honey
bees rather than bees in general.
Maybe it would be a good idea to have
feedback from readers about specific
plants which their bees find attractive?
Remember that not all flowers produce
both pollen and nectar, and many either
produce nothing at all or are
inaccessible to honey bees. The In the
meantime maybe you can do some
internet research for honey bee friendly
plants especially for those times when
there is little food available. The BBKA
website has a good ‘gardening for bees’
section.
Good Luck

rations of fondant. Place it at right
angles to the combs to provide
maximum availability. Tom has often
lost bees to ‘isolation starvation’ when
the cluster moves sideways as they
work along the frames and then become
separated from the main food source.
Seeing the bees dead in the cells is not
a pretty sight. As an extra precaution
you can place the fondant on a queen
excluder, or a section of one, to prevent
it from melting on the brood. We
underestimate the importance of pollen
too without which the queen will delay
laying; and the colony will get off to a
poor start.
Now is the time to gently move the
position of your hives within the apiary if
necessary but moving by car is perhaps
best delayed until March because it
could break the cluster and be too
disruptive.
Which brings me on to varroa. Reports
have been coming in of very high
infestations even with autumn thymol
treatments. The warm winter so far has
favoured them it seems. Our bees have
been bringing pollen in over Christmas
and New Year, the usual time to apply
Oxalic acid, and is an indicator that
some brood is present. As the aim is to
remove all the phoretic mites at this
normally broodless time we have a new
problem. The trickle/liquid application
should only be applied once per year so
would not be able to eliminate mites
breeding within brood cells.
Sublimation/fumigation with a
vapouriser would be useful here as it
can be applied more than once without
allegedly harming the bees. This is what
many of us in Shipston BKA are doing,
excepting Tom of course who doesn’t
feel the need. It is necessary to treat
three times consecutively at 5-7 day
intervals to cover the brood cycle.
Fumigation can be used at any time
when supers are not in place so it is a
very useful tool. Swarms can be treated

REVIEWER STILL
WANTED!!
Courtesy of Northern Bee Books I have
a copy of ‘A Manual of Beekeeping’
by EB Wedmore. The book is free to
any member who is willing to write a
review of it for publication in a
forthcoming edition of WB.
It is a fairly large book (300+ pages) so
it would be best if it were either
collected from me at home in Coventry
or I am willing to deliver it if necessary.
Failing that the recipient could pay
postage and I will send it
Ed
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OXALIC ACID DEMONSTRATION WITHOUT
BEESUITS!
(None needed - No bees!)
s ugges ted that s ublimation be
conducted three times at intervals of 5-7
days which covers the brood cycle and
consequently maximizes the effect of
the treatment. The advantage of this
method is that it can be used to knock
down phoretic mite at any time when
supers are not in place, and also with
swarms. So it is not too late.
The fumigator can be held beneath the
varroa open mesh floor as the fumes
rise. In practice it is quicker to either
push the fumigator through the hive
entrance or beneath the brood box. The
fumigator stays in place for approx 3
minutes, is then withdrawn and the hive
left sealed up for 10 minutes and then
unsealed. Seal by inserting a varroa
floor and cover the entrance to prevent
the escape of gas. The bees appear to
tolerate this with no ill effect. Varroa
boards should remain in place after the
treatment and varroa drop is monitored.
Prior to treatment a Perspex or glass
cover can be placed above the brood
box to observe the distribution of the
fumes and the effect upon the bees. It is
recommended that the fumigator is
cooled in between treatments in a
bucket of water so that the crystals don’t
immediately vapourise when loaded.
The equipment needed is quite basic.
The fumigator can be made quite
cheaply if you have basic DIY skills
which Chris Paxford has demonstrated
within our association, or it can be
purchased. Generic oxalic acid
dihydrate crystals can be bought at low
cost but there is only one VMD
authorised product (ApiBioxal) on the
market. Other equipment needed is a
12v leisure battery to power the
fumigator, gloves and a gas proof mask
(ABEK1 rating). The fumes are very

See photo of Chris Paxford on the front
cover of WB and spot the deliberate
mistake. (Answer at the end).
A talk and demonstration of trickle and
sublimation methods of applying oxalic
acid to counter the varroa mite was
given by David Blower, aided by Chris
Paxford in the car park of The Gate pub,
Brailes. This is an excellent an
unpretentious pub also serving good
food and beer. This treatment is
traditionally applied between Christmas
and New Year when the bees are
inactive and without brood, catching the
varroa mites when they are on the bees
(phoretic) and not within the brood cells.
But this year is different. David pointed
out that, although the bees are still
active with signs of pollen collection
suggesting some brood, it is now or
never with the trickle method, but not
the fumigation/sublimation. (More on
that in a moment). Any brood at this
stage will be minimal but will soon
increase.
The liquid, (trickle method), could
damage brood and should only be
applied once per year. With both
methods it is advisable to have as many
bees within the hive preventing escape,
so the hive entrance should be closed.
The dosage for the trickle method is
50ml maximum per hive that is 5ml per
seam of bees (the gap between
frames). In practice between 25 and
30ml are used as fewer seams are
occupied. Covers can be used to reveal
one frame at a time so that bees are
kept warm and less stressed. (The
website, Scientific Beekeeping, has a
useful guide to dosage and application
of both methods).
Sublimation is said not to damage bees
or brood. If brood is present David
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unpleasant and can damage the eyes
and throat. Goggles should also be
worn.
Thanks to David for the excellent talk
and for Chris for kitting up to show the
actual fumigation with Perspex cover
board in place, and for our kind hosts
Ian and Ann. Off to do mine now.
(Answer – should be wearing gloves
and goggles as well as mask).

your colonies at some point in March
before you have any supers on the
hives. It will help to provide some further
reduction to the varroa presence while
you still can.
On the subject of honey bee pests,
Dave Bonner gave an excellent
presentation at our recent branch
meeting on Monday 18th January. His
topic was ‘The Asian Hornet and Small
Hive Beetle’. For each pest Dave gave
an overview of the current state of
progression through Europe, the key
points of its lifecycle and how it can
cause significant damage to honey bee
colonies. It is clearly well worth all
beekeepers knowing how to recognise
the presence of these pests in their
apiaries. It is not likely to be that long
before they find their way to these
shores and they must be detected,
reported and dealt with as quickly as
possible if we are to have any chance of
limiting their effect.
Our next meeting is our branch AGM at
7.30 on Mon 15th Feb at Allesley Village
Hall, when Stuart Pollard is also going
to give us some welcome tips on
pre-season preparation.
As always, please see our website via
the url given above if you would like any
other information about our branch and
associated events.

Tim Newcombe

Branch News
Coventry & District
Branch
www.covbeebranch.co.uk
A major point of interest over the New
Year period has been the level of varroa
drop experienced by many of us who
applied Oxalic Acid solution. It seems
that all of those I’ve spoken to have
seen very high levels of varroa drop.
One of my hives at Stoneleigh showed
a drop of 400+ within 3 days of
application. I also had similar results
with the hives we manage at Hidcote
Gardens as did my colleague Tracey
with hers at Chipping Campden. So it
seems to be a common and widespread
issue.
If you didn’t apply Oxalic Acid, these
figures will give you a strong indication
of the levels of varroa mite currently
affecting your hives as the levels of
brood begin to increase into the spring.
Whether or not you used Oxalic Acid in
mid-winter, it seems very sensible to
consider making at least one other
application of e.g. Apivar, Apiguard, or
whatever similar product you prefer, to

Bill Crofts

Nuneaton & Atherstone
Branch
At our first meeting of 2016, we were
given an interesting evening covering a
whole gamut of aspects relating to
varroa.
Julian Routh’s presentation
extended from how varroa entered and
spread throughout the UK so that they
are now endemic in mainland Britain, to
how they breed and feed, symptoms of
their presence, how infected colonies
might be treated and suggestions of
when. If one hive in an apiary is
infected then it is almost certain that
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they will spread to all neighbouring
ones. In addition to being seen, other
indicators of the presence of varroa
include the existence of deformed wing
virus and bees dying before exiting their
cells.
Three opportunities for effective
treatment were suggested as: mid to
late August (to help with the build-up of
winter bees), January (when there is
less chance of there being brood
present) and late March / April (to
encourage the build-up of a strong
group of foragers). It was recommended
that the methods of treatment should be
rotated to avoid the build-up of
resistance.
Possible methods used
were: chemical treatments such as
Apis tan, Bayvarol, oxalic acid,
Api-bioxal,
formic acid (although a
dislike of formic acid by some colonies
had resulted in bees absconding),
MAQS (although a 3 day gap in brood
formation had sometimes been
observed) and varieties of drone brood
culling.
It was recommended that
thymol, Apiguard and Apilife should not
be used when supers were present.
Members were encouraged to use the
Bee-Base varroa calculator and at this
time of year, a threshold of an average
varroa drop of 2 per day or above
should trigger treatment. Advice offered
on the use of open mesh floors was
that, when inserted, there should be a
50 mm gap between the mesh and
varroa board to prevent varroa returning
to the colony above.
The next meeting is our AGM which is
to be held on Tuesday 2nd February at 7
p.m. for a 7.30 p.m. start.

entertaining quiz hosted by David
Bonner. All that can be said about the
outcome was summed up by one of the
members which was that 'maturity and
perceived wisdom do not always go
together.' I will leave the rest to your
imagination! However, the delicious
dining that was running alongside the
mental cogs working helped greatly
stimulate the grey matter and provided
a perfect end to the year. A great thank
you to all who contributed.
The New Beekeeper Course starts
shortly so please contact us should you
be aware of anybody who wishes to
start the course.
We look forward to Celia Davis starting
the New Year talks discussing 'The
Roles of Summer and Winter Bees. She
is an excellent speaker and a renowned
author, so an evening not to be missed.
The branch would like to wish every
member a healthy, successful and
rewarding 2016.

Gail Plester

Shipston Branch
'More than Honey' - a movie.
In October 2015 Shipston BKA put a
television in 'The Gate' pub in Brailes
and we watched the film 'More than
Honey'. It shocked and upset most, if
not all of us, in the room. As hobbyist,
caring beekeepers and decent people
anyway, the mere thought of the
exploitation of animals for profit is
something that would abhor us.
Absorbing this movie however, although
in digital pixelated form, we were
confronted with it in the form of Miller
Honey Farms in America, juxtaposed
with a European mountain man, a
lifelong, passionate keeper of bees.
As we wander up and down the aisles
of supermarkets, the manifestations of
exploitation are lurking on the shelves in

Stan Rooney

Rugby Branch
The Christmas meeting was sparked off
with an interesting and wonderfully
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clear view - wolves in sheep’s clothing,
to encourage sales. For example that
cute, clear plastic bear full of yummy,
runny honey which Mrs Naive Shopper
reaches for, is from Miller Honey Farms.
Little Johnny will love that! Unfortunately
in this world, exploitation means money.
After the movie I pinged off a message
to Miller Honey Farms on Facebook,
expressing my dismay at their methods
of madness, encouraging consumers to
avoid buying their honey. A reply
promptly arrived.
Here it is;
The three main problems with the film
are as follows:
1. The scenes of the bees getting
sprayed with 'pesticides'; The close up
shot of bees being sprayed was their
crew spraying bees with a water bottle
to show what it might look like for a bee
to be sprayed by a pesticide. The tractor
in the film was not spraying pesticides
but rather an anti-fungal agent, totally
harmless to bees. If you think about it,
why would a farmer pay us to bring our
bees into their orchard to pollinate their
trees, and then spray the bees with a
pesticide and kill them? It would make
zero sense and they would get sued by
the beekeeper for breach of contract.
2. The scary mechanical process of
dividing hives under the tent; That was
an emergency solution to deal with nonstop rain that prevented us from splitting
hives how we normally do. The film
made it seem like that is how we work
with our bees, which simply isn't true.
You can see on our Facebook page
how we actually split our hives.
3. The dead hives from shipping bees;
The bee hives shown didn't die during
shipment. They died during the winter
due to sickness in the hive. Yes some
individual bees (not entire beehives) die
while being shipped, but worker bees
only live 3-4 weeks, so if you put 500

hives on a truck that is about 30 million
bees. Over the course of a two day
drive some bees die, not because they
were on a truck but because every day
thousands of bees are dying of old age.
However, on a truck they can't just fly
away and die like they do outside
because there is a tarp over the truck,
so they die on the truck bed.
4. The image of us mixing scary
chemicals and feeding them to our
bees; The truth is bees get sick just like
humans. So when we have a sick bee
hive and the disease is treatable, we
feed the bees medication. Just like
when you’re sick you take medicine. In
order to get the bees to ingest the
medicine we mix it with sugar water so it
tastes good to them, just like
with children's medicines.
If you think about it, the whole premise
of the film is that we kill our bees on
purpose, but that is just absurd. Why
would we kill our bees when they are
what do all the work? It's like a cattle
farmer killing all his cows by feeding
them toxic pesticides and transporting
them in a way that means they die, that
doesn't make sense either does it?
Yes we aren't perfect at what we do,
and yes we are a business so we do
make money off the bees, just like the
cattle farmer does with his cows. But I
think it is important people realize
documentaries are often created to
sensationalize a situation and therefore
sell more copies of the film. Looking
back, they never wanted to portray a
beekeeping operation, they wanted to
vilify the greedy American capitalists
who kill their bees on purpose and their
strategy worked to sell movies, but it
wasn't truthful. That's the other side of
the story.
https://www.facebook.com/
MillerHoneyFarms/?fref=ts

Steve Turner
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December Meeting
The Gate in Brailes provides a welcome
venue to the SBKA for their 1st Tuesday
meetings where new and experienced
beekeepers share and learn from
topical discussion but for the December
meeting we enjoyed an excellent fish
and chip supper followed by a cryptic
quiz compiled by James RobertsonDunn. This stirred the old grey matter
and was highly entertaining.
In January the subjects discussed at the
1st Tuesday meeting of 2016 ranged
from feeding to varroa treatment,
cleaning equipment, planning for the
coming year and raspberry pies!
February 16th is the date of our AGM to
be held at Brailes village hall from 7pm
when cheese and wine will preceed the
business side of the evening. After this
we will welcome Dave Bonner, a
Seasonal Bee Inspector from the
Coventry branch, to talk to us about,
'The Sights and Sounds of a Bee
Inspector'

take the assessment itself.
The course will be run by our member
Jane Medwell, who is a Master
Beekeeper and qualified Basic
Assessor. It will be held at BBKA
Stoneleigh from 7pm to 9.30pm on
Tuesday 1st, 8th and 15th of April. The
fee for the course is £23.00 per person
which includes the cost of taking the
“Basic”. Jane takes a discussion based
approach and focuses on topics
members want to discuss and explore.
The syllabus for the Basic Assessment
may be found at www.bbka.org.uk/
loc al/alnwic k /bm ~doc /bbka-bas ic syllabus.pdf.
Whilst it is quite an
extensive list, I think most experienced
beekeepers really would regard it as
“the basic stuff”. To enroll please use
the following link;
https://
docs.google.com/forms/
d/1mdrBqD0QNeFxv5NelYaz10O77m4j
WXXdgm6WoZutbc/viewform
or the
appropriate link on the homepage of our
website. If you have any queries about
this, please have a word with Steve
Cox, who is helping Jane with the
course admin, on 01926 859808
Beyond the Basic
Beekeeping embraces a very wide
range of topics at a level beyond the
"Basic". Finding out about these is
supported by a series of BBKA Modules
Whilst modules address more advanced
theoretical aspects of beekeeping, it is
also possible for beekeepers to learn
and demonstrate more advanced
practical skills via the BBKA General
Husbandry and Advanced Husbandry
Assessments. In addition, the branch
provides a variety of other training
activities and workshops such as skep
making, honey processing, swarm
collecting and the use of wax for
molding, polishes and cosmetics.
As beekeepers become more
experienced and perhaps qualified,

Margery Blower

Warwick & Leamington
Branch
Preparing for the Basic Assessment
If by the Summer, you have been
keeping bees from 1 to 4 seasons, the
branch would very much encourage you
to take your BBKA Basic
Assessment, if you have not already
done so. You may then be regarded as
a “beekeeper”, rather than a “keeper of
bees”. The assessment is practical and
involves going through a hive and
discussing what you find, then
answering some questions. It is very
much an extended conversation. To
help our members, we offer a three
evenings “Preparation for the Basic”
course, followed by a mock “Basic” if
required and then we arrange for you to
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those that wish to pass on their
knowledge and skills to others and
become involved in teaching,
examinations and assessments are
highly valued. Ultimately, those with the
motivation and capability may pass all
their examinations and assessments
a nd a re th en t er m ed " Ma s t er
Beekeepers".
Practical Training Instructors 2016 at
Dalehouse Lane
Our big unknown is how many trainees
we will get.
However, I suspect
numbers will be similar to last year,
given that there are over 50 booked on
the Introduction to Beekeeping course
and other novice members looking to
improve their skills.
We again plan to run sessions every
Tuesday and Thursday evenings
starting on Tuesday 26th April and am
pleased to say that Ray Summers will
lead the Tuesday group and Julia Smith
will lead on Thursdays. Ray and Julia
will each need the help of three others –
a beekeeper with some experience who
has passed the Basic and two
assistants. I will go out to the wider
membership for the assistants. Whilst
Julia already has her No 2, I am seeking

such a person to help Ray. This role
could be carried out by a single
individual or on some sort of job share
basis. As long as we are adequately
staffed our structure need not be too
rigid and it will be fully expected that
there will be weeks when instructors will
not be available.
Our training comprises
• carrying out the necessary seasonal
husbandry tasks ie. keeping on top of
what needs to be done,
• short set piece talks on the obvious
things like safety and protective
clothing, all aspects of the smoker,
pests and diseases, and
• demonstrating essential
manipulations such as queen marking
and clipping, comb changing, and
swarm control which may not be
essential at the time.
If you enjoy teaching others and would
like to increase your own beekeeping
confidence by being one of our lead
instructors, Tim Foden would be very
pleased to hear from you.
And.. last but not least – Branch AGM
February 11th, all members welcome.

Paul Kerr

HAVE YOU VISITED THE WBKA WEBSITE?

www.warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
WB is available to read online &
in colour!
To access ‘members only’ pages contact
your Branch Secretary for the user name
and password
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Caveat Emptor
Be aware that WBKA is not
responsible for any goods or
services advertised in WB or on the
website. Anyone purchasing bees
or nuclei should satisfy themselves
that any bees are disease free and
that they are aware of the
provenance of any queens.

Tomlow Bees
For Beekeeping Essentials
Wax, Frames, Feed, Hardware
HONEY EXTRACTING SERVICES
Honey sold in tubs and jars.
David Stott
Thorn Furlong Farm
Stockton
CV47 8HU
01926 813802 Evenings/Weekends
tomlow.bees@virgin.net
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
2 Feb

Social Meeting
Park House

Sutton
Coldfield
Nuneaton

2 Feb

7.30pm

Branch AGM
Hatters Space, Upper Abbey Street, Nuneaton

6 Feb

10 for
10.30am

COUNTY LECTURE - Warm Hives. Derek Mitchell
National Beekeeping Centre, Stoneleigh Park, CV8 2LG

8 Feb

7.30pm

Branch AGM & Mathematical Beekeeping, Celia Davis
Solihull Methodist Church

Solihull

Branch AGM

Warwick &
Leamington

11 Feb
15 Feb

7.30pm

Branch AGM & Season Preparation, Stuart Pollard
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane, Allesley, CV5 9EQ

Coventry

18 Feb

7.30pm

Branch AGM & Chairman’s choice of topic
Friends’ Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby

Rugby

Branch AGM
Erdington Methodist Centre

Sutton
Coldfield

18 Feb
26 Feb

7.30pm

Branch AGM & supper buffet.
Dame Elizabeth Cadbury Hall, Firbank Close, Bournville,
B30 1UA

Birmingham

1 Mar

7.30pm

1st Tuesday Meeting
The Gate Inn, Upper Brailes

Shipston

1 Mar

Social Meeting
Park House

Sutton
Coldfield

5 Mar

BeeTradex at Stoneleigh Park, CV8 2LG

16 Mar

7.30pm

17 Mar

Branch Meeting
If Heath Robinson were a Beekeeper, Graham Royle
Friends’ Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby

Rugby

Branch Meeting
Preparations for the New Season
Erdington Methodist Centre

Sutton
Coldfield

21 Mar

7.30pm

Branch Meeting
Advanced Swarm Control. Peter Spencer
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane, Allesley, CV5 9EQ

Coventry

25 Mar

7.30PM

Branch Meeting
The Honeybee Democracy, Justus Klaar
Dame Elizabeth Cadbury Hall, Firbank Close, Bournville,
B30 1UA

Birmingham

As members of the WBKA you are welcome to attend ANY of the
meetings listed on the Diary pages
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