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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
Mike Blanco
As I write this, I am thinking of the issues for the year ahead both as a beekeeper,
and as chairman of the WBKA (which I also refer to as 'The County' for short);
As a beekeeper, I thought 2015 was a good year on balance, with a reasonable
season for bees and honey, and the bees working well into the autumn (and indeed
winter!) this might have a bearing on winter feed, so do keep an eye on the weight of
stores your bees have left.
On the issues for the Warwickshire Beekeepers Association, the news is more
challenging. On the plus side, we are pleased to confirm we have accepted the offer
from Dr Gill Grimshaw to take on the role of Exam Secretary. Gill will be working with
Bob Gilbert to start the process of taking up the reins in the New Year, with the
ultimate target of being able to join us at the AGM on March 23rd for the meeting to
vote on and (hopefully!!) accept Gills' nomination. I look forward to working with Gill
and I would like to take this opportunity of thanking Bob Gilbert on behalf of the whole
Executive of the WBKA for managing the process for many years for the County.
Thank you very much Bob.
On a more sombre note, I hope by now you will have received a note on the two
vacancies that we are currently looking to fill by the AGM in March, that of Chairman
and Hon. Secretary. These are two important roles (the Hon Secretary being a
mandatory role for the County to have filled in order to comply with the Charity
Commission rules-apart for our own rules). I appreciate the activities of the County
are pretty well invisible to most of our members, because you belong to the local
Branch of the WBKA. But without the County, your local Branch could be seriously
compromised in being able to continue in its current form.
Once again, I ask those of you who would like to consider either of these roles to
contact any member of your local committee, or myself on the details below.
Above all, on behalf of the members of the WBKA Executive, I hope you have a great
time over Christmas, and trust 2016 will be a successful year for your beekeeping
activities.
Mike Blanco
tmikeblanco@gmail.com.
if you would like to contact me about either of the vacancies, ring me on 01527 67515

HAVE YOU MONITORED YOUR VARROA?
If the answer is ‘No’ then you may be in for a nasty shock. I monitored mine at the
end of November and was horrified by the natural mite drop. I have spoken to a few
other Branch members and the results are mixed. Maybe my bees are the exception
but it is best to know what is going on in the hives so that they can be treated as soon
as possible if needed. I will be using Api-Bioxal. Having shopped around I found that
C. Wynne Jones was the cheapest.

Celia F Davis
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HARBINGERS OF SPRING
Celia F Davis
I hope you and your wallets have all
recovered from the excesses of
Christmas and you have begun to look
forward to the coming year.
In this series of articles I am intending
to look at something which should
interest us all as beekeepers because
we are totally dependent upon them for
our honey – flowers - but not just a
random selection of flowers. We are
going to look at various plant families,
see what characterises each group and
what important bee plants each contain.
Most months it will just be one family
but sometimes it will be two.

A bee collects pollen from a crocus
Photo: Celia Davis
Crocuses can be in flower as early as
February, but more often it is March and
they are a wonderful source of early
pollen for our bees, some bumblebees
and a few early solitary bees and
hoverflies. They do contain nectar but
it is difficult to reach for our bees and is
not important. The pollen loads are
usually bright orange or golden and are
extremely valuable to the colony as it is
building up. At this stage of the year,
fresh pollen is worth its weight in gold to
the colony, so it is well worth planting
crocuses. It does not much matter what
kind you grow, consult a catalogue and
choose your favourites. Some will
naturalise in grass, others need to be
away from competition, colours vary
through a whole range from white and
yellow, through pink, and purple.
I would say that some are very short
and these stand up to the winds, which
are often a feature of March weather,
much better than the taller ones. One
last point: if you plant in grass, don’t
mow them until 6 weeks after all the
crocus flowers have gone.

Before we start I will refer you back to
an article I wrote last July about the
flowering plants and their relationship to
bees. If you’ve forgotten this (as if you
would! ) it’s available on the
Warwickshire website.
This month I’m going to look at two
families which are relevant to this early
part of the year and so make us think of
spring.
1. Iridaceae (The Iris family)
This is not a huge family and contains
some early-flowering plants, as well as
later ones. The plants are usually
upright with leaves coming from the
base. Most grow from corms or
rhizomes. The flowers are quite
conspicuous and their structure is
based on the number three: they have 3
sepals, 3 petals, 3 stamens but usually
more than 3 stigmas. The petals and
sepals are not obviously different so
they appear as 6 petals to the casual
observer. The family is divided into
about 13 genera (sing. genus) most of
which do not concern us here but one is
Crocus, which is important because it is
one of our earliest bee plants.

2. Salicaceae (The Willow family)
This too is a small Family with only two
genera this time: Populus, poplars and
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Salix, willows. These are all trees or
shrubs, many very large, others tiny and
creeping along the ground, and their
flowers are very much reduced catkins,
held close to the stem. Each tree
carries either male or female flowers, a
condition described as dioecious. This
means that only male trees have pollen,
although both types have nectar.

S.aegyptica, can flower as early as
January. If you decide to plant willow in
your garden, pay particular attention to
size, and gender. There are many
small varieties including the ubiquitous
S. caprea ‘Kilmarnock’ which fills the
garden centres in Spring. Common it
may be, but it is an excellent small tree
and bees love it. There is a lovely
variety called
S. hastata which is
upright with purple/red stems and
remains compact. You just need to look
at a list or on the web. Don’t do what
we did: we bought 6 Salix caprea trees
for the garden and later found they were
all female, so no pollen. The trees can
be grown very easily from cuttings if you
don’t mind waiting. Willow grows in the
wild so you may be lucky enough to
have some near you. We live near the
West Coast Main Line railway and
S. caprea flourishes there. The willows
are pretty unfussy plants and do not
need water nearby.

Female S. caprea have no pollen but still
produce nectar. Photo: Celia Davis

Whetted your appetite for more
information? Then here are 2 books:
Plants for Bees by Kirk & Howes
The Bee Friendly Garden by Hooper
and Taylor
These are both good books although
the second one suffers a bit from not
having an index.

BIOCIDE-FREE PAINT

Male S. caprea flowers carry a huge
amount of pollen and nectar. Photo: Celia
Davis

I have sourced some biocide-free paint
that can be used on beehives. It's called
Country Colour by a company called
OSMO. They do some good colours
and the hives I painted last year still
look fantastic.

Some of the poplars are useful pollen
producers in early spring but one group
in particular, the Balsam Poplars,
produce a resin on their flower buds
which is keenly collected by the bees to
use as propolis.
The willows are an important group
because they produce an abundance of
pollen in February to March and one

Penny Robertson, Leiston BKA via ebees
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WARWICKSHIRE BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
1879 – 2016
RIP
Is this a headline you want to see? Will March see the demise of Warwickshire as a
County beekeeping association? The answer is probably ‘Yes’ unless a new
Secretary and Chairman can be found. It seems amazing that in the 500+ members
that we have, there are not 2 people who will do these jobs and, in case you are
thinking ‘Why don’t they volunteer themselves?’ let us remind you that Celia enjoyed
being Secretary for 11 years and President for 5, while Bernard served as Chairman
for 2 years, President for 5 years, librarian for 25 years and has been a Custodian
Trustee for many years.
Of course there are a few individuals in our midst who would like to see the break-up
of the County but I would point out that, if the County organisation goes, the
Branches will have to find some way of keeping going in their area, sorting out
insurance, possibly applying to become Charities (which would quite likely not be
successful) and all the other things that go unrewarded and largely, unnoticed.
So think about it. It will do no good to complain after the AGM – there won’t be any
one to complain to! And you won’t see the headline because there will be no WB.

Bernard Diaper and Celia F Davis
(Hon Life Vice-Presidents)

Recipe of the month - Honey Fudge
Douglas Nethercleft
Ingredients:
250g Granulated Sugar
100g Honey
100g Evaporated Milk
30g Butter
Method:
Combine, then boil the sugar, honey and evaporated milk - stirring all the while – to
‘softball’ stage (114˚C)*.
The mixture will darken, bubble and double in size – use a large saucepan and large
stirring spoon. Don’t worry about the odd speck of ‘caught’ mixture.
It is likely to spit whilst driving off the water content. If you are using an induction
hob, set it at 120˚C to minimise this. Consider wearing glasses / eye protection.
Cool a little and stir in the butter pieces until incorporated into the mixture.
Beat / whisk** until creamy and lighter in colour.
Pour into a lined*** 20cm x 15cm tray and whilst still lukewarm, score the surface to
facilitate cutting into 2cm cubes after refrigeration.
* Use a sugar thermometer but, even better, an infrared ‘instant’ temperature gun –
less than £15 (delivered) via the internet.
** Use stick blender. Have a bowl of cold water handy in which to cool the saucepan
whilst whisking.
*** Use buttered parchment or silicone baking paper.
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BEYOND THE BASIC

CENTRAL
ASSOCIATION OF
BEEKEEPERS
Conference report

In 2014 and 2015 WBKA ran a training
session called “Beyond The Basic”.
As the name implies this was focussed
on beekeepers who, having attained the
Basic Certificate, wished to improve
their knowledge and skills. The session
also provided a basis and refresher for
any Beekeeper who was planning to
undertake the BBKA General
Husbandry Assessment.
The feedback from attendees at both
sessions was very good. Therefore,
Warwickshire BKA plans to run this
session once every two years. So,
having provided this training in both
2014 and 2015 “Beyond the Basic” will
be run again in 2017. The details will
be publicised in WB next year.

Electrostatic bees!
In the 1930’s Robert Watson-Watt led a
team of scientists that produced the first
usable radar system that could detect
aircraft, which helped win the battle of
Britain. The excitement that must have
been felt when they saw the first images
must have been incredible.
Move forward to the summer of 2015
and we find a scientist sat in a field
using radar to track bumble bees from
their nest to forage. I could feel the
excitement that must have existed in the
back of that Land Rover as the tiny dot
moved over their screen showing the
bee, that was carrying a small electronic
device attached to its thorax, had left
the colony and was on the move.

QUEEN REARING
COURSE
May 2016
In May next year WBKA will be running
a weekend Queen Rearing Course.
This will be a mix of theory and practical
activity, the intention being to provide
beek eepers with the skill and
confidence to go back to their own
apiaries and local branches and do their
own queen rearing activities. The
course is open to all beekeepers who
have been awarded their Basic
Certificate and the cost is likely to be
£50 for the weekend.
Due to the nature of the course spaces
will be limited. More details will be
published in WB early next year, but if
you wish to find out more or register an
interest in attending please contact your
local branch Education Co-ordinator.
Any beekeeper thinking of doing the
General Husbandry Assessment next
year or in 2017 would benefit from this
week-end course.

‘Bees in Space’ was one of the fantastic
presentations and films that those who
spent a weekend at the Central
Association of Beekeepers’ conference
in Kenilworth enjoyed mid November.
Did you know that it is possible to
measure the electrical activity from the
nervous system at the base of a
sensory hair on a bee? Can you
imagine the tedium of getting that
sensor in place? Some of us now know!
That process shows us that bees can

Dave Bonner
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detect the small electrical fields which exist on key areas of a flower and the flower
electric fields can be shown using electrostatic paint, the stuff they spray on modern
cars.
But why would you do this? Why did Colin Butler carry out research on Honey Bees
and their Queens in the 1950’s? To further our knowledge and understanding of
these amazing insects. We now know that Queen Mandibular Pheromone is key to
maintaining a stable colony and without this pheromone a colony rapidly starts to
build queen cells and behaves in a totally different way to a queen right colony. Up to
date research however clever, is providing us with new information that will become
relevant to us as practical beekeepers in the not so distant future.
We were treated to some fantastic footage from films made in the 1950’s that showed
the Butler experiments and in a presentation given by Raquel de Sousa, saw some of
the same research methods and techniques being used to study honey bees and
their nutritional preferences today. So for those many who weren’t there, you missed
a treat, a look into exciting areas of research, presented in a completely accessible
manner that can excite you even further about the amazing world of our bees. Don’t
miss it next year

Andrew Heath

Warwickshire County Lecture
WARM HIVES
Speaker: Derek Mitchell

Saturday 6th February 2016
10.00 for 10.30 am
National Beekeeping Centre
Stoneleigh Park
CV8 2LG
Derek will be reporting on his research into the thermal properties of
honeybee habitats, wild and managed, including measurements of
the thermal conductivity of hives of all types in varying
configurations.
What could you have done / what should you have done just a
couple of months ago to help your bees survive the winter?
Insulation? OMF? Matchsticks?

Bee There!
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SULPHUR STACKS
John Chambers
Rock sulphur can be bought at pet
shops. A packet this size will last for a
few years.

with a beautiful but small bluish-purple
flame that can only really be seen in the
dark. In daylight hours all you really see
is the rock sulphur melting and boiling.
Suphur dioxide is a heavy gas and it
drifts down to fill the supers below.

After the bees have cleaned up the
frames so that they are “dry”, I place a
crown board* on the floor and make a
stack of supers on top, wrapping the
whole thing up in dustbin liners and
sealing the joins so that it is completely
insect-tight. (*For me, crown boards
don’t have holes in them. I call
equivalent boards with one or more
holes “feeder” or “escape” boards,
depending upon what they are being
used for).
At the very top of the stack I put an
empty/emptyish brood box, in which I
place an upturned tin lid on a small
paving slab. I scrumple up some
newspaper and set it on fire. Onto this I
drop some rock sulphur, which burns

As soon as I am satisfied that the rock
sulphur is burning, I put a lid on the
stack and leave it completely sealed like
this until the following spring. The
purpose of using a brood box on the top
is to ensure that the roof structure does
not catch fire.
What is the rationale?
Sulphur dioxide is a disinfectant and
insecticide, primarily used to kill wax
moth eggs or caterpillars.
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Is it a necessary thing to do?
Probably not. W ax m oths are
particularly attracted to frames that have
had brood in. Therefore:
1. Some people store their super
frames “wet” and untreated in the
cold, saying that bees go up into
them quicker the following spring.
Critics worry that the residual honey
can ferment and harm the bees.
However, if fermentation takes place
the bees seem to take care of this
without any problem.
2. Others store their frames dry but
untreated. They generally do fine too!
3. Some people secure their stacks with
queen excluders rather than crown
boards/roofs. They want to keep
mice and rats out but believe that
insects pose no particular problem.
Yet others use acetic acid an
insecticide. This is placed on an
absorbent pad at the top of a stack and
like sulphur, the fumes are heavier than
air and drop down through the boxes. It
will corrode any metalwork it comes into

contact with so beware disintegrating
frame joints and castellated runners!
Why do I do it?
A large amount of honey remains on a
super frame after extraction. Being a
skinflint, I feed this back to the bees to
save on sugar and this is the only
reason I store my frames dry! As far as
making sulphur stacks is concerned, it
is something to do with boys, matches
and chemicals. Nothing more than that!
Postscript
When I was in my bee shed last
weekend (15th November), I checked on
some drawn brood frames I was storing
in a sealed plastic carton that I
considered insect-proof. You can’t have
enough spare drawn frames for
manipulations during late spring and
summer. Unfortunately, wax moth
larvae had damaged the lot!
I will put everything into a sulphur stack
next year and certainly won’t be
tempted to use a queen excluder at
either end.

Train the Trainer 2nd April 2016
Calling Warwickshire branch apiary demonstrators and mentors
Would you like to review or improve your bee handling skills and knowledge to
become a beekeeping demonstrator/mentor in your branch? Or are you already a
beekeeping mentor, or demonstrator, for your branch association? If so there is a
local, free workshop with you in mind.
We are planning a half day practical workshop at Stoneleigh on Saturday 2nd April
2016 led by experienced demonstrators to help you and your audience get the most
from the apiary sessions you lead in the coming seasons.
For further information contact your Warwickshire Branch Education Coordinator;
Solihull - Celia Davis ,
Shipston - Douglas Nethercleft or David Blower,
Coventry - Dave Bonner,
Birmingham & District - Noel Parker,
Nuneaton - Linda Tuffin,
Sutton Coldfield & North Birmingham - Richard Barron,
Rugby - Samantha Peckett,
Warwick & Leamington - Julia Smith or Mary Pemberton.
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WARWICKSHIRE BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION

INTRODUCTION TO MICROSCOPY
FOR BEEKEEPERS
Date & times: Sunday 24 January 2016 9.30 for 10.00 – 16.30 approx
Course fee: £35.00 to include beverages and buffet lunch
Course Tutor: Bob Gilbert – Master Beekeeper
Venue: BBKA HQ – Stoneleigh
Course Aims: The course will enable participants to:
• Understand the construction & function of a microscope
• Set up & use a dissecting & compound microscope
• Understand & carry out the microscopic examination of adult bees to
detect common diseases
• Prepare a pollen identification slide
The course will enable delegates to appreciate what microscopy involves
but further training and experience will be necessary before the BBKA
Microscopy Exam could be successfully undertaken.
Program
1. Introduction
2. Types and parts of a microscope, the importance of magnification,
aperture and lighting
3. Buying a microscope
4. Setting up a microscope
5. Preparation and examination of a slide to detect Nosema
6. Dissection of a bee to diagnose Acarine disease
Lunch - a buffet lunch will be provided
7. Introduction to Melissopalynology. (The study of pollen)
8. Preparation of a simple pollen slide
9. Plenary Materials provided;
Use of a compound & dissecting microscope. (If you have your own
microscope(s) bring them along & their capabilities can be explored.)
A kit of chemicals and other items to enable slides to be prepared during the
course and at home.
Full course documentation plus a useful microscope booklet
Course Booking; Delegates must be full, partner or junior members. There
are no pre-requisites to being eligible to attend this course.
To enrol please complete the registration form to which there is a link
on the home page of www.warleambees.org.uk
Tim Foden
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TURTLE WAX
We all know the healing and health
properties of bee products. Who would
have thought that the honey bee could play
such a vital part in helping save the lives of
giant sea creatures on the worldwide list of
endangered species? Well, it’s happening
in marine centres in the State of Georgia in
America, where honey and beeswax is
being used to treat injuries caused by boat
propellers hitting the turtles living in the
Atlantic Ocean.
This includes the
Loggerhead Turtle which can weigh up to
300 lbs and in particular the female turtles,
who are especially vulnerable when they
swim in from deeper water to lay their eggs
on the beaches of Florida and Georgia.
Research means that honey has been
recognised as a natural healer for
everything from battle wounds to burns by
humans for thousands of years, but it has
only recently been used to treat these sea
creatures. Dr Terry Norton is pioneering
the work, plugging deep wounds with a honeycomb mix that helps to kill infection and
waterproof the damaged tissues. (The photograph shows a turtle with a full shell
coating.)
As well as using Medi-Honey, which is produced from the Manuka tree in New
Zealand, he has tapped into honey from local beekeepers. All honey is full of natural
enzymes which are anti-inflammatory and which stimulate cell growth.
The honey is also fed to under-nourished turtles !
Jenni Balow West Cornwall BKA via ebees

Beekeeping History
Keeping bees in WWII
Due to sugar rationing in World War II, honey was in great demand by local
authorities and a special allowance of some sugar per hive was allowed to
beekeepers to keep supplies available. In 1943, the Ministry of Food announced that
beekeepers qualified for supplies of sugar not exceeding 10lbs a colony to keep their
beehives going through the winter and 5lbs for spring feeding.
When it was thought that most of the sugar wasn't actually being fed to the bees
because crops of honey were so small, someone had the bright idea of colouring the
sugar green to prevent it getting onto the black market. This was soon abandoned
when the bees started to produce green honey!
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Honey was useful in many ways and not
just as a as a foodstuff. It could be
used to dress wounds because of its
antiseptic properties and was said to
speed up the healing process. It was
routinely used in the treatment of
wounds until penicillin became more
widely available and it was believed,
helped reduce scars. Honey is still used
today in the treatment of burns and is
also a component in some medications
for the treatment of ulcers.

Branch News
Coventry & District
Branch
www.covbeebranch.co.uk
As usual, a quiet month for December,
but a few items were raised in our
recent branch committee meeting that
may be of interest to members….
Dave Bonner has briefed branch
members regarding the use of oxalic
acid and the concern that it should be
used within 24hrs of being made up.
This raises concerns for members over
the delay incurred through distribution
and eventual use.
Branch membership renewal is
progressing a little slowly at the
moment. Members who haven’t yet
renewed should look out for instructions
via Covbee on how to renew via a
BACS payment.
We are planning to run two more
Beekeeping Taster days in 2016, one in
May and a second in September.
Information on these will be posted on
our website (see above).
Mick Hill has organised an IBC of
Belgosuc inverted syrup and CBKA
members can let him know how many
containers they would like. It is
expected that members who have
received 12kg or 14kg containers of
similar feed via previous bulk orders will
have empty containers to use for this
purpose, though Dave Bonner has 20
containers for those that don’t have
them. Members should check their
email or look on the Covbee forum for
details that Mick posted.
The Coventry Committee would like to
offer best wishes to everyone for
Christmas and the New Year.
View our winter meeting schedule at
http://www.covbeebranch.co.uk/branchdiary/.

With a hive ready for bees and basic
equipment costing about £7 10s, and a
colony of honey bees costing between
£2 and £4, you could start beekeeping
for about £10. If you opted to build your
own hives, you could obtain a pound's
worth of timber and plans without a
perm it. One elderly beek eeper
remembers the advice his father gave
him: "Measure twice, cut once, my boy,
it saves timber and heartache."
As part of the war effort, everyone was
encouraged to grow their own produce,
and it was quite common to see two or
three beehives in a garden or on the
allotments. The bees helped to pollinate
the crops and the honey boosted the
meagre sugar ration.
During the war, the average price for
honey was 2/6s. From the 9 June 1947,
the price of home produced honey
became decontrolled and it could be
sold freely at whatever price the
beekeeper could obtain, usually 4/6 to
5/- per lb., which must have been a
great boost to those who had struggled
through the war to keep their bees
going.
Swindon BKA via ebees

Bill Crofts
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Branch News
booked your place with Ian Davidson
yet, please contact him without delay as
places are limited. His telephone
number is 0121 704 1731. Our
Introduction to Beekeeping course
starts Friday 22nd January. If any new
members were planning on attending
please contact Celia Davis for details.
Her telephone number is 01676
533252.
Don't know about anybody else but I've
got daffodils in bud and my bees have
been flying around as though it's
already spring. I just hope they aren't
planning on doing anything naughty!

Nuneaton & Atherstone
Branch
This month, we had our annual
Christmas party at Hatters Space, when
we often see members not seen all
year! There could have been more
members present, but by being absent
they don't realise they missed the soul
searching Brian Purdy's quiz presents,
not to mention the raffle of course!
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 5th
January at 7 for 7.30 PM at Hatters
Space, when Julian Routh will be giving
a presentation entitled "Life cycle of
varroa, viruses associated with varroa.
How to detect and confirm varroa as it
may look like other brood diseases etc.,
should we stop treatment altogether and
try to raise varroa resistant bees?"
There is no doubt this is a subject
relevant to all beekeepers and I hope
his talk is well attended.
I’d like to wish all fellow members an
enjoyable and relaxing Christmas and a
Happy and healthy New Year! Let’s
hope it’s a more productive season than
the one just past!

Theresa Simkin

Sutton Coldfield &
North Birmingham
Branch
New log hive in Sutton Coldfield.
Members gathered at the Park Hotel in
Sutton Park for our Christmas meal on
the 8th December. During the general
conversation, it was noted that due to
the very mild and extended autumn, not
only were our honey bees still collecting
pollen, but that some hives still had
brood.
Also, Bernard Diaper was able to tell us
about his new log hive which actually
came complete with a colony of honey
bees. During the previous week, he had
been to Yardley where a large poplar
tree was being cut down. The bees
were occupying the bottom few feet of
the tree trunk which Bernard was able
to have removed to his apiary in Sutton
Coldfield. The photograph (see front
cover) shows the hive newly positioned
in the apiary. There had been some
casualties during the move and
amongst the debris was indeed some
discarded brood. Most of the hives in
the apiary were facing south and

Stan Rooney

Solihull & District
Branch
As copy date is brought forward to allow
for publication timings over Christmas I
find myself writing this before our
December meeting has taken place. Not
a lot to report in the circumstances but
there are one or two things I can remind
you of. First of all, subs are due and if
you haven't paid by the time you read
this then you are obviously overdue so
make Mike Blanco happy and get your
cheque book out straight away!
Our New Year get together is Monday
11th January at The Farm. If you haven't
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REVIEWER
WANTED

Branch News
several hives, including the log hive,
had flying bees in the winter sunshine.

Courtesy of Northern Bee Books I have
a copy of ‘A Manual of Beekeeping’ by
EB Wedmore. The book is free to any
member who is willing to write a review
of it for publication in a forthcoming
edition of WB. It is a fairly large book
(300+ pages) so I would prefer it to be
collected from me in Coventry or the
recipient may prefer to pay postage.
See my contact details on p.2.
Ed

Richard Barron

Warwick & Leamington
Branch
The WLBKA Introduction to Beekeeping
course starts on Monday 8th February
Do you know someone who is
interested in possibly keeping bees and
would like to get a flavor for this
fascinating hobby? Or is there someone
you know who has already decided they
want to keep bees?
Our Introduction to Beekeeping Course
starts on Monday February 8th from
7pm – 9pm (preceded by tea/coffee at
6.30pm) is held at the National
Beekeeping Centre, Stoneleigh Park
over 6 weekly consecutive evening
sessions. This is the ideal course for
those who would like to get a feel for
handling bees with theory and practical
sessions and be able to talk to
experienced beekeepers in readiness
for keeping bees. Come and find out
what beekeeping is about, the costs,
time and equipment involved and how
to get started.
Help is provided to acquire bees and for
those who wish, an experienced
beekeeper is allocated to mentor each
new member beekeeper. Sometimes
we can even help to find sites to keep
your bees.
The course has been oversubscribed
for the last two years, so please book
early if you want to make sure of a
place the cost is £65
To find out more or book a place;
Visit our website
www.warleambees.com or
Contact Val Dillon T: 02476 417374
Email: val.dillon@outlook.com

Caveat Emptor
Be aware that WBKA is not responsible
for any goods or services advertised in
WB or on the website. Anyone
purchasing bees or nuclei should
satisfy themselves that any bees are
disease free and that they are aware of
the provenance of any queens.

Paul Kerr
15

Warwickshire Beekeeper

January 2016

Tomlow Bees
For Beekeeping Essentials
Wax, Frames, Feed, Hardware
HONEY EXTRACTING SERVICES
Honey sold in tubs and jars.
David Stott
Thorn Furlong Farm
Stockton
CV47 8HU
01926 813802 Evenings/Weekends
tomlow.bees@virgin.net
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www.warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
WB is available to read online
& in colour!
To access ‘members only’ pages contact your
Branch Secretary for the user name and password

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
3 Jan

2.00pm

5 Jan
5 Jan

11 Jan

7 for
7.30pm

Apiary Meeting
Oxalic Acid Dosing
Sutton Park Apiary

Sutton
Coldfield

Social Meeting
Park House

Sutton
Coldfield

Branch Meeting
Varroa, Julian Routh
Hatters Space, Upper Abbey Street, Nuneaton

Nuneaton

New Year Meal
The Farm, Shelley Farm.
Details from Ian Davidson

Solihull
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
18 Jan

7.30pm

Branch Meeting
Small Hive Beetle Dave Bonner
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane, Allesley,
Coventry, CV5 9EQ

Coventry

20 Jan

7.30pm

Branch Meeting
The Roles of Summer & Winter Bees Celia Davis
Friends’ Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby

Rugby

Branch Meeting
Talk by Clive Joyce (WLBKA)
Erdington Methodist Centre

Sutton
Coldfield

Branch Meeting
Into Spring Celia Davis
Dame Elizabeth Cadbury Hall, Firbank Close,
Bournville, B30 1UA

Birmingham

Social Meeting
Park House

Sutton
Coldfield

21 Jan

29 Jan

7.30pm

2 Feb
2 Feb

7.30pm

Branch Meeting
Hatters Space, Upper Abbey Street, Nuneaton

Nuneaton

8 Feb

7.30pm

Branch AGM
Followed by Mathematical Beekeeping,
Celia Davis
Solihull Methodist Church

Solihull

15 Feb 7.30pm

Branch AGM
Followed by discussion on Season Preparation
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane, Allesley,
Coventry, CV5 9EQ

Coventry

18 Feb 7.30pm

Branch AGM and speakers choice of topic
Friends’ Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby

Rugby

18 Feb

Branch AGM
Erdington Methodist Centre

Sutton
Coldfield

26 Feb 7.30pm

Branch Meeting
Birmingham
Annual General Meeting followed by supper buffet.
Dame Elizabeth Cadbury Hall, Firbank Close,
Bournville, B30 1UA

As members of the WBKA you are welcome to attend ANY of the
meetings listed on the Diary pages
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