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Warwickshire County Honey Show 
The theme of the Branch Composite Display this year was  

‘The Hobbit’ to mark the 80th Anniversary of the publication of JRR Tolkein’s 
book.  This is the entry by Solihull Branch 
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7 Nov  Branch Meeting 
Being a Professional Beekeeper   David McDowell 
Hatters Space Community Centre, Upper Abbey 
Street, Nuneaton, CV11 5DN 

Nuneaton & 
Atherstone 

13 Nov 7.30 Second Monday Meeting 
The Gate Inn, Upper Brailes, OX15 5AX 

Shipston 

13 Nov 7.30 Branch Meeting 
Bees of Great Britain and Ireland   Steven Falk 
Methodist Hall, Blossomfield Road, Solihull,  
B91 1LG 

Solihull 

15 Nov 7.30 Branch Meeting 
The Stewarton Hive   Will Messenger 
Friends Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby 

Rugby 

16 Nov  Chairman’s Evening   Talk on the RNLI 
Erdington Methodist Centre 

Sutton 
Coldfield 

20 Nov 7.30 Branch Meeting 
Honey Bee Democracy  Justus Klaar 
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane,  
Allesley, CV5 9EQ 

Coventry 

22 Nov 7.30 North Cotswold Lecture 
The World of the Honeybee Queen   Celia Davis 
Adlestrop Village Hall, GL56 0UN 

 

24 Nov 7.30 Branch Meeting  Speaker tbc 
Dame Elizabeth Cadbury Hall, Firbank Close, 
Bournville, B30 1UA 

Birmingham 

 Warwickshire Events  

Keep up to date with the latest research  
 

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION  
OF BEEKEEPERS 

 

Woodside Hotel, Kenilworth 
17th – 19th November 

www.cabk.org.uk 
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6 Dec 7.30 Branch Meeting 
Christmas Quiz - Details to be announced 
Friends Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby 

Rugby 

9 Dec Noon 
for 
1pm 

Christmas Lunch  

Westley Hotel, Westley Road, Acocks Green.   

To book: call/mail Diana Phillips 0121 444 4005  
bdbka.socsec@aol.co.uk 

Birmingham 

11 Dec 7.30 Branch Meeting 
Old Beekeeping Videos and Nibbles 
Methodist Hall, Blossomfield Road,  
Solihull B91 1LG. 

Solihull 

11 Dec 7.30 Second Monday Meeting 
The Gate Inn, Upper Brailes, OX15 5AX 

Shipston 

18 Dec 7.30 Branch Meeting 
Christmas Quiz & Social.   
Please bring food for the buffet 
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane,  
Allesley,CV5 9EQ 

Coventry 

As members of the WBKA you are welcome to attend any of the meetings 
and events listed in the Warwickshire diary pages 

Christmas Gifts with Hive Products 
Workshop 

This workshop will show you how to use your hive products for a variety of 
gifts or for home use, with recipes and ideas to take home.  Balms and    
polishes, soap and Christmas decorations using beeswax and honey can 
capture something of the splendid qualities and properties of the hive. 
 

When:  Saturday 25
th
 November 2017 

Time: 10.00 – 13.00 

Place: To be notified 

Cost: £25  

Number of Participants: Some places still available 
 

For further information see website:  www.warleambees.org.uk or  

email gill@lifebalance.org.uk 

http://www.bw-westleyhotel.co.uk/
http://www.warleambees.org.uk
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Warwickshire News 

John won a bottle of champagne (no 
less!), generously provided by Julia and 
Pete Barclay and Gwyn and Morris 
each won some chocolates.  
Considerable thanks go to Julia Barclay 
for preparing scoresheets, etc, for the 
event. Also to Graham and Jean     
Hobbins for providing refreshments. 
The next branch meeting on Monday 
20th November, at Allesley Church Hall, 
is a talk on ‘Honeybee Democracy’ by 
Justus  Klaar.  

Bill Crofts 
 

Nuneaton & Atherstone 
Branch 
Following the previously reported     
recurrence of EFB, it is pleasing to now 
report that the follow-up inspection 
found no sign of infection and we were 
able, with continued caution, to       
complete the remaining outdoor      
meetings of the season.  Since then, we 
have been able to hold our annual   
apiary clean-up when a small, but     
productive, band of volunteers managed 
to carry out a mixture of hedge         
trimming, equipment sterilization and 
tidying so that all is ship shape for the 
bees’ winter activities. 
On the indoor side of our activities, we 
had an extremely well attended talk 
from Dave Bonner, our Seasonal Bee 
Inspector, who spoke with great clarity  

Coventry & District 
Branch 
www.covbeebranch.co.uk 
Honey Tasting Evening. 16th October 
The meeting opened with Bill Crofts 
demonstrating the art of eating a    
chocolate biscuit without making any 
crumbs – if you’ve just raided the biscuit 
tin and don’t want your partner, or the 
dog to know! 
Then onto the main event – the tasting 
of honey samples brought in by      
members. A light hearted attempt at the 
art of being a Honey Show judge! 
Nine jars of honey were presented with 
their labels covered. Sets of taster 
sticks were available and each member 
of the audience was issued with a 
scoresheet where they were asked to 
give each sample a score from 1 to 10. 
Eight of the honey samples were runny 
honey, one was a creamed rape honey 
and a sample of CBKA Branch honey 
was also included. 

A guest taster was Mr Williams a  local 
councillor . 
Marks were generally quite close    
without any runaway scores or very 
poor results, but in the end the results 
were as follows; 
 

1st place:  John Fell 
2nd place: Gwyn Wilson 
3rd place:  Morris Buer 



5 

Warwickshire Beekeeper  November 2017  

on the topic of swarms, their causes, 
and strategies to minimise their        
occurrence.  It was a pleasure to see so 
many members attend and contribute to 
a productive discussion afterwards.  We 
look forward to further meetings with 
interest. 
In the wider field of our craft, a small 
number of our members dipped a toe in 
the water of showing by being involved 
in the County Honey Show which was 
enjoyed by all participants. 
May your supers be full, your swarms 
few and the Sun always shine on your 
apiary. 

John Twidle 
 

Rugby Branch 
Rugby members at this year’s Branch 
Honey Show were congratulated by the 
judge, John Home for the impressive 
number and quality of entries for the 
size of the branch. 
There was an unprecedented tie for the 
overall winner between Steve Brown 
and Rowan Moore, both jointly awarded 
the Members Cup and the Townsend 
Cup.  

The Centenary Cup was also awarded 
to Rowan Moore for the  winner of the 
Light Honey class and the Jean Malin 
Cup was awarded to Steve Brown for 
the best Honey Cake.  The prestigious 
Blue Ribbon Award for Best in Show 
was awarded to Maurice West. 
Not only were the members treated to 
John Home’s judging expertise and 
running commentary on the exhibits but 
also Mary Home’s talk on the uses of 
the products from the hive.               

Mary presented an interesting and    
entertaining session explaining how she 
makes the products and how she has 
taught families in Africa to do the same      
resulting in income for food and daily 
living; amazing. A truly heart-warming 
adventure.  
Thus, we would like to congratulate this 
year’s winners and sincerely thank John 
and Mary Home for attending our show 
with such enthusiasm. 
But one further announcement is to  
congratulate Fran Payne for organising 
and arranging the Honey Show so    
successfully this year. Well done! 
The Honey Show has for numerous 
years, been directed by Margaret 
Holdsworth. She set a very high      
standard for which we greatly appreciate 
her and her efforts formed the basis of 
the shows being so successful over the 
years. 

Gail Plester  
 

Shipston Branch 
Several members were encouraged by 
success and hints and tips from the 
judges, Keren and Phil Green at the 
Branch Honey Show in September,, to 
submit entries into the County Honey 
Show. This was a great event this year 
and Shipston Beekeepers were        
delighted to come joint third in the points 
table. The composite exhibit was  
awarded a second prize and another 
member was awarded Best in Show with 
the Blue Ribbon for 6 Jars of Honey for 
Sale.  
At the Second Monday Meeting at The 
Gate, there was an open forum to     
discuss issues of the past season    
however, the discussion was dominated 
by the Asian Hornet experience in 
France and Spain.  
Ambrosia and glassware are still being 
offered for sale through Members     
Benefits and we expect to have fondant 
for sale soon. Details are available on 
the branch web site. 

Margery Blower 
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Solihull Branch  
Unfortunately, rain stopped our planned 
apiary clean up but other activities for 
October went ahead as scheduled.  
Thank you to Valli Cawte for designing 
and displaying our entry to Class 32, 
Branch Composite Display in the      
Warwickshire County Honey Show. 
This is Valli’s report; 
 

The theme for this year's Class 32 
Branch Composite Display was “The 
Hobbit" celebrating the 80th             
Anniversary Year of J.R.R.Tolkien's 
book.  I was honoured to be given the 
task of presenting the five bee products 
to be displayed for Solihull and had 
great fun with all things Hobbit,        
including ‘Lonely Mountain’ product 
labels and rewriting the ring poem; 
 

One Queen to Rule them all, 
One Queen to Hive them, 
One Queen to Sing them all, 
With Pheromones to Bind them. 
 

Solihull did very well and came 3rd for 
the display and equal 3rd in the branch 
rankings. 
 

Our first autumn meeting was well   
attended as Celia delivered a most  
interesting presentation ‘In Self        
Defence’ which included explanations of 
the role of the beekeeper and the efforts 
honeybees go to in order to keep    
themselves and their colony healthy. 
Also, we must be doing something right 
as the 2018 Beginners Beekeeping 
Course is now fully booked! 

Channy Collins  
 

Sutton Coldfield & 
North Birmingham 
Branch 
Lessons Learnt – Bob Gilbert  

21st September 2017 

Bob Gilbert (Master Beekeeper) gave 
an inspirational, funny and slightly   
scientific talk on his beekeeping       
experiences; 
He told the audience how he became  
 
 
 
 
 

interested in beekeeping while on an 
entomology course, how he had read a 
book “The Beekeepers Handbook” by 
Owen Meyer and how that also        
encouraged him to take up beekeeping. 
Bob talked about how he was a radio 
DJ while at university in the 60’s on 
Action Radio. Then how he and his  
mate Keith Harris (not of Orville fame) 
got bees. He showed the audience  
pictures of some hive sites, swarms 
he’s collected and the adventures he 
has had. If anyone has spoken to Bob 
you will know he has had many        
adventures in beekeeping. 

Bob discussed pheromones both the 
internal (endocrine) and external ones 
(exocrine), how bees communicate  
using them and some of the physical 
effects these chemicals have on bees. 
The scientific bit over he gave more 
information on what he still enjoys. How 
study improves your knowledge and 
your beekeeping ability.  

Bob highlighted many of the pests that 
are around and some of the pests that 
we will eventually encounter within the 
United Kingdom in the future. His advice 
for us to become better be keepers   
was that “Beekeeping is about                
management”. You must work with the 
bees.  They do their own thing so you 
must plan and you should use records 
to see what’s working well and what’s 
not. When mistakes happen, learn from 
them and decide what you can do to 
avoid them in the future. One should  
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LETTER TO THE  
EDITOR 

take it steady and more importantly 
learn to read your bees. 

Jitesh Patel 

Dear Editor,   
 

In last month’s WB Maurice West wrote 
an interesting article about his seven 
goods and bads in beekeeping.  I would 
concur with most of his views especially 
about top bee space hives (I’ve used 
them for about forty years), heavy 
leather gloves and framed               
excluders.  There is however, a point I 
wish to make about using Hoffman   
self-spacing frames.   
 

It is possible, with a struggle, to put 
twelve frames in a National or Smith 
hive.  Don’t do it; you only end up with 
very gummed up frames and very angry 
bees.  The correct method of fitting 
eleven frames in a brood box, and I 
learnt this from a government          
instruction leaflet when I was making 
Smith hives, is to put thin spacers on 
the inside of one end of the box (about 
3 or 4 mm thick) where the frame would 
touch the wood. This creates a bee 
space so the bees can work the outside 
of the frame.  Use eleven frames and a 
thin dummy board, (12mm thick is   
ideal), it should have spacers to match 
those at the other end of the box. This 
gives room to easily remove the 
first frame when working the bees. 
 

Years ago, Hoffman frames were made 
from Lime wood, which holds the profile 
very well. These days, frames are 
made of softwood and tend to lose their 
profile and squash up together. I     
recently turned out some old lime wood 
frames, still as good as new. Perhaps I 
should rescue them from the firewood. 
 

David Peckham 
Shipston on Stour BKA 

HONEY BEE OR  
HONEYBEE? 

 
In the preface of his classic 1956     
book ‘Anatomy of the Honey Bee’   
Robert E. Snodgrass, the American 
entomologist explained the book’s title: 
 

First, it must be explained why the 
name of the bee appears in the title as 
two words, though “honeybee” is the 
customary form in the literature of    
apiculture. Regardless of dictionaries, 
we have in entomology, a rule for insect 
common names that should be        
followed. It says: If the insect is what its 
name implies, write the two words   
separately; otherwise run them        
together. Thus we have such names as 
house fly, blow fly, and robber fly     
contrasted with dragonfly, caddicefly, 
and butterfly, because the latter are not 
flies, just as an aphislion is not a lion 
and a silverfish is not a fish.  
The honey bee is an insect and is      
pre-eminently a bee; “honeybee” is 
equivalent to “Johnsmith.” 
 

Nottinghamshire BKS via ebees 
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 Bee Buzz  
Stanley Morris 

In 1984 George Rimmer, then an expert electronics engineer, in collaboration,     
devised and constructed a system enabling the sounds within the brood camber of a 
plastic beehive to be recorded on a tape recorder and at the same time heard by ear.     
A microphone placed inside the hive, picked up amplified sounds. The amplification 
electronic circuitry was placed beneath the hive and powered by a 9v battery. The 
AUDIO AMPIFIER proved to be too powerful and picked up noises far away. The 
redesign, called the BEEHIVE AMPLIFIER was excellent.. These two circuits as 
shown opposite, additionally give full notes of explanation. 
Frequencies against Time were recorded as indicated in the accompanying figure, 
see page 10. Labelling and remarks relate to events identified. 

Bees’ hearing sensations 
Bees do not hear as humans. A few tufts of sensory hairs on the bottom of the feet 
and part of the antenna are sensitive to vibrations.  A jolt to the honeycomb on which 
they are standing could transmit vibration. The Queen bee sends signals to her   
colony by vibrating her wing muscles, both voluntarily and involuntarily and presses 
her thorax to the honeycomb to transmit the message. The colony then picks up the 
vibrations through their feet. This is why the Queen has to move from comb to comb. 

Before a prime swarm, the old queen needs to lose weight to be able to fly, so the 
young worker nurse bees feed her less. The pheromones from her glands and    
elsewhere are reduced but on swarming, her odour must be strong for them to follow. 

Bees’ communications 
When performing their figure of eight dance on the combs to indicate a source of 
nectar or pollen, bees communicate with their antennae, by body contact and food 
sharing, but cannot see in the darkness of the hive. They are sensitive to ultra     
violet light but not infra red. 

Bees’ special sounds 
Killings, as heard on amplification were understood. Workers attack other bees’ legs 
or wings. 
Queens quack and grunt before hatching, perhaps in response to the nurse bees 
trying to protect them by clustering around their cells to keep them inside until       
conditions are suitable for emergence. Weather, temperature, humidity and number 
of bees are factors influencing this condition. 
The old, virgin, or perhaps mated Queen, pipes for two or three days before    

swarming. The notes sounded by piping bees were B♭,(B above middle C),         
sometimes changing by an octave. At a later date, Dorothy Whyte also reported 
these notes. 

Swarm 
It is likely that this piping with increasing volume and less random sound, stimulates 
the frenzied bees into a swirling dance, so they swarm. 
 

Stanley Morris is a former hobby beekeeper associated with Coventry & Warwickshire, 
now long retired but still living in the area.  He was a friend and professional associate of 
George Rimmer at the time he devised the Beehive Amplifier and feels that his work 
should be made known. 
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Honey Alchemy  

Hannuka Honey Cake  
I’m the sort of person that will happily join in feast days from any race or religion, 
especially if it includes cake. Here’s one that I made for the Solihull Beekeepers a 
couple of years ago as a bit of an experiment for the December meeting as it    
occurred around Hannuka – the Jewish Festival of Lights. It went down well (as 
most cakes do) and has since had a starring role as part of a naked wedding cake 
(don’t ask!)  It works well for afternoon tea or as a pudding with some Greek yogurt 
or pouring cream. I think it cooks most evenly in a bundt tin - the ones with the  
funnel shaped hole in the middle, and is very pretty turned out and drizzled with 
some simple glace icing made with a little more orange juice. You can even fill the 
hole in the middle with rum soaked fruit. You can up the spices and add nutmeg 
and ginger too for a bit more of a kick – enjoy!   

Serves 12 
 

NEED 
 200g (7 oz) caster sugar 

 250ml (8 fl oz) liquid honey (plus 
more for drizzling) 

 120ml (4 fl oz) vegetable oil 

 4 eggs 

 2 teaspoons grated orange zest 

 250ml (8 fl oz) orange juice 

 300g (11 oz) plain flour 

 1 tablespoon baking powder 

 100g pistachios roughly chopped  

 1/2 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 

 1/2 teaspoon salt 

 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

 1 teaspoon ground cardamom 

 Optional extra ginger and nutmeg 
For the icing 

 200g icing sugar, sifted 

 2-4 tablespoons of smooth orange 
juice 

 50g pistachios roughly chopped 
 
 

DO 
Preheat oven to 180°C / Gas Mark 4. 
Grease and flour a large fluted Bundt 
tin (or a 23x33cm baking tin).  

1. Sift together the flour, baking powder, 
bicarbonate of soda, salt, cardamom 
and cinnamon (plus any additional 
spices). Set aside. 

2. In a large bowl, combine sugar,    
honey, oil, eggs and orange zest. 
Beat in the flour mixture alternately 
with the orange juice, mixing just until 
incorporated. Pour batter into         
prepared tin. 

3. Bake in the preheated oven for 40 to 
50 minutes, or until a skewer inserted 
into the centre of the cake comes out 
clean.  

4. Allow to cool for 10 minutes in the tin, 
then turn out onto a cooling rack . You 
can drizzle with a little more honey at 
this point… 

5. While cooling, make up the icing by 
mixing sufficient orange juice into the 
icing sugar to make a smooth       
thick-ish icing, tip it into a small   
freezer bag and seal with a clip-it. 

6. Once cool, transfer the cake to a  
serving plate, snip a corner off the 
icing bag and drizzle the icing in      
zig-zags across the top, sprinkle with 
the  second lot of pistachios  

7. Pile fresh fruit into the centre of the 
cake to serve as a dessert 

 

Mandy Cadge   
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MOVING 
Celia F Davis 

Moving hives of bees, for whatever 
reason, can be a nightmare or, with a 
little forethought and planning, it can be 
simple and trouble-free.  There are 
however, a few basic rules and steps 
that can be taken to minimise the risk 
and disruption: 

 Bees must all be in the hive before it 
is uprooted. 

 Movement should take place either 
very early in the day, before bees 
start flying or in the evening when 
they have stopped flying. 

 Bees can suffocate very quickly when 
crowded together, shut in and jolted 
about.  They are stressed, the      
temperature rises and complete  
meltdown of comb can occur. 

 It is advisable not to attempt to open 
the hive immediately after a move, 
simply release the bees out of the 
entrance so that they can fly. 

 

Equipment 
The only extra equipment that is    
needed is a ventilated screen to      
replace the crown board, some kind of 
device to fix the boxes, floor etc.     
together (never rely on propolis), a strip 
of sponge rubber a little longer than the 
entrance and a small hand sprayer or 
bottle filled with water.  (The plastic 
containers usually used to spray plants 
are suitable).   Ventilated screens can 
be made quite easily and cheaply.  
Ours use perforated zinc or wire mesh..  
The only requirement is good          
ventilation and the ability to pour or 
spray water through the holes. 

The day before (at least)   
Replace the crown board with the   
ventilated screen. (For very short 

moves this may not be necessary or 
the ventilated floor may be adequate.)   
Fasten the hive parts together.  The  

usual method is with tensioned straps.  
Two are needed for each hive, in    
parallel round the sides.  Hive staples 
can be used and these need to be fixed 
as shown in the diagram so that the 
boxes cannot slip.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They will cause a small amount of  
damage to the hives as you hammer 
them in and you must do them at least 
the day before because the bees do not 
take too kindly to hammers. 
 

Just before and after moving 
Insert the foam rubber strip so that the 
hive is completely closed.  Don’t be 
tempted to put gauze across the     
entrance in the mistaken belief that the 
bees will appreciate the view!  They will 
not and may crowd down there trying to 
get out.  
All that is left then is to load the hives 
into the car/trailer/lorry and take them 
away.  Make sure that the frames are 
aligned in the direction of travel to   
reduce ‘comb slap’ and then don’t race 
round the corners. 
Once at the new site, place the hives in 
their new positions, remove the foam 
rubber strips, then replace the roofs. 
 

Precautions 
If the buzzing starts to increase, spray 
or pour some water through the        
ventilated screen.   
For your own safety it is always       
advisable to wear a bee suit, but not a 
veil.   Bees flying in a car generally go 
to the back window and are very little      
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trouble and, despite having moved bees about in the back of a car many times, I have 
never been stung by a flying bee in this situation.  When you open the boot, that is 
another matter and you may need to duck. 
It may be sensible to have a notice advising the general public of the nature of the 
load, especially if you plan to stop at a Service Centre for example. 
 

Complications 
The longer the journey the more essential it becomes to have a good supply of water 
and keep the bees as cool as possible.  
 

If the evening is chosen to move the bees, remember that it becomes dark and you 
may find yourself stumbling about with a heavy hive in a field in total darkness. These 
adventures   always seem exciting after the event but not at the time.  If the morning is 
chosen, in the middle of the summer you may need to get up very, very early. 
 

The real problems arise when it is essential to move big hives with several supers on 
them at short notice. This can happen if the neighbours suddenly fall out with your 
bees or if a house move necessitates relocation.  Big hives, apart from being very 
heavy  certainly will not fit in the average car.  Supers can simply be wrapped in a 
cotton sheet for a short journey but this does not do much for the bees temper.  Faced 
with this problem fairly recently I decided that the most sensible option was to split the 
hives, earlier in the day of the move, so that, instead of moving two big hives, we were 
moving four smaller ones, all with floors and ventilated screens of course. All went 
extremely well and according to plan until we made the decision to recombine the 
hives without waiting until the next day (always short of time). The first hive was fine, 
quick manipulation and the hive was back to normal.  The second hive, never the best
-tempered, was different.  We will not go into the gory details except to say that bees 
are attracted to a torch (and light-coloured overalls) when it is dark, rough fields are 
not the best places to run around on dark nights and bees still sting in the dark.     
Putting them back together would really have been better left until the next day.  Apart 
from that, the scheme worked well. 
 

So, if you are planning to move hives, work it all out beforehand.  Like all  beekeeping 
jobs, it always takes longer than you expect but a little thought is amply rewarded. 

The Zoo Keeper 
A bloke starts his new job at the zoo and is given three tasks. First is to clear the  
exotic fish pool of weeds. As he does this a huge fish jumps out and bites him. To 
show who is boss, he beats it to death with a spade. Realising his employer won't be 
best pleased he disposes of the fish by feeding it to the lions, as lions will eat       
anything.  
Moving on to the second job of clearing out the chimp house, he is attacked by the 
chimps who pelt him with coconuts. He swipes at two chimps with a spade killing 
them both...What can he do? Feed them to the lions, he says to himself, because 
lions eat anything...  He hurls the corpses into the lion enclosure. 
He moves on to the last job which is to collect honey from the South American Bees. 
As soon as he starts he is attacked by the bees. He grabs the spade and smashes 
the bees to a pulp By now he knows what to do and shovels them into the lions cage 
because lions will eat anything. 
Later that day a new lion arrives at the zoo. He wanders up to another lion and says 
"What's the food like here?" 
The lions say: "Absolutely brilliant, today we had Fish and Chimps with Mushy Bees 
Bournmouth & Dorset BKA via ebees 
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This year the County Honey Show took place at NAC Stoneleigh under the           
supervision of Honey Show Manager, Douglas Nethercleft and his team of               
co-ordinators drawn from each branch. Initially, it had been planned that we should 
use the familiar BBKA building however, construction works there meant the venue 
had to be moved to other facilities on site. The Innovation Centre housed the Honey 
Show while the lectures and refreshments took place in the Wolfson Centre. The 
show team seemed to effortlessly overcome the logistical challenges this, and a high 
number of entries created and I would like to congratulate them on the overall      
organization of the event.  In fact, the extra space and facilities afforded in the 
Wolfson Centre would be a benefit for future honey shows, especially if the format of 
having accompanying lectures is retained.  
 

The Show Judges appointed for the day were Ivor Flatman, Peter Lewis and David 
Shannon, ably assisted by our own stewards and an ‘apprentice’ Honey Show Judge. 
Having judges of this level helps us maintain and improve the standards in           
Warwickshire in general, and encourages those who wish to show their honey etc. in 
other competitions around the country.  
 

A significant innovation this year was the on-line system developed over the weeks 
leading up to the show by two WBKA members, Pete Barclay and Tristan Moore. The 
system makes the whole process of running a honey show; from receiving    entries 
to printing the prize cards, much less stressful for the organisers. Comments from the 
judges lead me to believe there is likely to be interest from other honey show teams 
around the country, and of course, it will be available for future shows within WBKA 
branches. 
 

This year’s show attracted over 150 entries from 43 members of WBKA. The light 
and medium honey benches were packed as usual and this year the mead classes 
also attracted a strong line up. At the other end of the scale, in the classes for a    
section of comb, honey cake to own recipe and fancy cakes there were insufficient 
entries for the judges to award all the points available.   
 

There were four very creative entries in the Branch Composite class themed around 
‘The Hobbit’ with Sutton Coldfield pipping Shipston to win by a single point.  
 

A full breakdown of the winners of each of the 32 classes is available on the WBKA 
website so I list below the prize winners and a summary of the points tables with the 
hope that we will see even more entries and new entrants next year to give Sharif 
more competition! 

WARWICKSHIRE HONEY SHOW REPORT 
David Blower 
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CUPS & TROPHIES 

BRANCH TOTAL POINTS 

 
 BRANCH  POINTS 

Birmingham 147 

Sutton Coldfield 144 

Shipston 53 

Solihull 53 

Nuneaton 22 

Coventry 21 

Rugby 9 

Warwick & Leamington 3 

Cup Awarded for Won by Branch 

Sutton Coldfield 
Cup 

Most points in classes 1-28 Sharif Khan Birmingham 

Congress Cup Runner up in classes 1-28 Bernard Diaper Sutton  
Coldfield 

W Preston Cup Best exhibit in class 2  
(Medium honey) 

Sharif Khan Birmingham 

Margaret Allen 
Cup 

Best exhibit in comb honey 
classes 7-9  
(Frame for extraction) 

David Blower 
 

Shipston 

Nuneaton Cup Branch with most points 
(177pts) 

  Birmingham  

Centenary Trophy Best exhibit in class 23 
(Composite display) 

Sharif Khan Birmingham 

Tudor Goblet Best exhibit in classes 17 & 
18 (Cakes) 

Sharif Khan Birmingham 

Foster Bequest 
Cup 

Most points in classes 
 27-31 (Novice classes) 

John Twiddle Nuneaton 

BBKA Blue  
Ribbon 

Best exhibit in Show 
(6 jars for sale) 

David Blower  
 

Shipston 

NHS Novice 
awards 

1st place in Novice classes John Twiddle, 
Dawn Cleaton,  
Valli Cawte 
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 TOP TEN INDIVIDUAL POINTS 

Name Branch Total points 

Sharif Khan Birmingham 93 

Bernard Diaper Sutton Coldfield 53 

Christine Clifton Sutton Coldfield 40 

Norman Short Birmingham 26 

David Blower Shipston 22 

Stephen Browning Birmingham 21 

Celia Davis Solihull 17 

Valli Cawte Solihull 16 

John Twiddle Nuneaton 15 

Douglas Nethercleft Shipston 13 
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Caveat Emptor 
 

Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any 
goods or services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the  website. Anyone 
purchasing bees or nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are disease free and 
that they are aware of the provenance of any queens.  
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COPY DATE FOR DECEMBER ISSUE OF WB:  18/11/2017 

WBKA WHO’S WHO 

Peter Spencer President 01926 856204  
 

Celia Davis   Chairman 01676 533252  
     chairman@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk 
 

Mike Blanco Secretary 01527 591855  
   secretary@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk 
 

Jan Willetts  Treasurer 0121 249 1965  
     treasurer@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk  
 

Julia Barclay WB Editor 02476 411275     
      wbeditor@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk 
   Copy to julia@barclaysworld.com 
 

Peter Barclay  Web Master  
   webmaster@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk 
 

Gill Grimshaw      Examination Secretary  01926 497440  
   wbkaexams@gillgrimshaw.com    

Branch Secretaries 

 
BIRMINGHAM   07708 031926  
 

COVENTRY       02476 411275  
 

NUNEATON       01827 880689 
 

RUGBY              01788 833877 
 

SHIPSTON         07837 744791  
 

SOLIHULL         0121 704 1731 
 

SUTTON COLDFIELD 
                           0121 354 3322 
 

WARWICK & LEAMINGTON 
                           01926 632388 

Bee Inspectors 
 

SEASONAL BEE INSPECTORS 
 

(April to September only) 
Dave Bonner  07775 119434 
Keren Green  07901 517779 
 
REGIONAL BEE INSPECTOR 
 

Colin Pavey  07775 119471 
 
BEE DISEASE INSURANCE 
 

WBKA  Representative 
Julian Routh   0121 354 5956 
 

Director & Claims Manager 
Bernard Diaper 07711 456932  

 

Items appearing in WB are not necessarily the view of   
either the editor or Warwickshire  Beekeepers Association  

mailto:wbkaexams@gillgrimshaw.com

