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GUARD OF HONOUR 
Solihull Branch members provided Sarah (daughter of Celia Davis) and new 
husband Andrew Heath with a guard of honour at their wedding at Kenilworth  

Castle recently 
Photo: Mandy Cadge 
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1 Oct 2.30 Apiary Clean up 
Ravenshaw apiary 

Solihull 

3 Oct  Branch Meeting 
Swarm Management   Dave Bonner 
Hatters Space Community Centre, Upper Abbey 
Street, Nuneaton, CV11 5DN 

Nuneaton & 
Atherstone 

7 Oct 1.00 Branch Honey Show 
Bees Abroad, Making Cosmetics from Hive  
Products   Mary Home 
United Reformed Church Hall, Hillmorton, Rugby 

Rugby 

9 Oct 7.30 Branch Meeting   
In Self Defence   Celia Davis 
Methodist Hall, Blossomfield Road, Solihull,  
B91 1LG 

Solihull 

9 Oct 7.30 Second Monday Meeting 
The Gate Inn, Upper Brailes, OX15 5AX 

Shipston 

National Honey Show  

 Warwickshire Events  

 

Thursday 26th to Saturday 28th October 2017,  
Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, KT10 9AJ     

www.honeyshow.co.uk 
 

The main lecture programme runs across all three days and is delivered by            
international scientists and experts on a variety of topics.  You can see this year’s full 
programme at http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php  and view 
previous years’ lectures on the National Honey Show YouTube Channel. 

Keep up to date with the latest research  
 

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION  
OF BEEKEEPERS 

 

Woodside Hotel, Kenilworth 
17th – 19th November 

www.cabk.org.uk 

http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/
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16 Oct 7.30 Branch Meeting 
Members Honey Tasting Session - bring a sample of 
your honey. 
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane,  
Allesley,CV5 9EQ 

Coventry 

19 Oct  Branch Meeting 
Asian Hornet  Julian Routh 
Erdington Methodist Centre 

Sutton 
Coldfield 

27 Oct 7.30 Branch Meeting  Speaker tbc 
Dame Elizabeth Cadbury Hall, Firbank Close, 
Bournville, B30 1UA 

Birmingham 

28 Oct  National Honey Show Outing 
Sandown Park Racecourse, Surrey,KT10 9AJ 
If you are interested please contact Nicola via e-mail 
to ncontent1@aol.com 

Solihull 

7 Nov  Branch Meeting 
Being a Professional Beekeeper   David McDowell 
Hatters Space Community Centre, Upper Abbey 
Street, Nuneaton, CV11 5DN 

Nuneaton & 
Atherstone 

13 Nov 7.30 Second Monday Meeting 
The Gate Inn, Upper Brailes, OX15 5AX 

Shipston 

13 Nov 7.30 Branch Meeting 
Bees of Great Britain and Ireland   Steven Falk 
Methodist Hall, Blossomfield Road, Solihull,  
B91 1LG 

Solihull 

16 Nov  Chairman’s Evening   Talk on the RNLI 
Erdington Methodist Centre 

Sutton 
Coldfield 

20 Nov 7.30 Branch Meeting 
Honey Bee Democracy  Justus Klaar 
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane,  
Allesley,CV5 9EQ 

Coventry 

22 Nov 7.30 North Cotswold Lecture 
The World of the Honey Bee Queen   Celia Davis 
Adlestrop Village Hall, GL56 0UN 

 

24 Nov 7.30 Branch Meeting  Speaker tbc 
Dame Elizabeth Cadbury Hall, Firbank Close, 
Bournville, B30 1UA 

Birmingham 

As members of the WBKA you are welcome to attend any of the meetings 
and events listed in the Warwickshire diary pages 

mailto:ncontent1@aol.com
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Warwickshire News 
require supplies for autumn and winter 
feeding of colonies. 
In my other role as Branch Secretary I 
am often approached by various      
local organisations asking for speakers. 
If one of the Committee members is free 
they will usually step up to the plate but 
often we have to decline to attend, 
which is unfortunate as one of the aims 
of the WBKA Charity is to promote the 
art of  beekeeping and educate the  
public about bees.  I would like to set up 
a list of members who would be willing 
to do a talk from time to time and the 
committee is willing to pull together 
some presentations and props which 
can be used if desired or of course, you 
could devise your own presentation if 
you preferred.  If you think you could 
help out PLEASE contact me on 
cbka.secretary@hotmail.com for further 
information 

Julia Barclay 
 

Nuneaton & Atherstone 
Branch 
Following the previously reported     
outbreak of EFB, we have continued our 
outdoor meetings with increased      
caution and are awaiting a repeat    
inspection by our Seasonal Inspector. 
Our last apiary meeting of the season 
saw the unification of colonies, varroa 
treatment and feeding in preparation for 
winter.  We now look forward to our 
indoor sessions at Hatters Space where 
we have a series of presenters to look 
forward to. 
Thanks to the helpfulness of Mike 
Townsend, a couple of our members 
took bees to the heather for the first 
time and were rewarded, due to       
beginners’ luck, with a pleasing harvest 
to extract.  It was a remarkable        
experience to visit the bees on their late 
summer break when the air was thick 
with bees. In a short space of time, the 
bees managed to both draw and fill the  

Coventry & District 
Branch 
www.covbeebranch.co.uk 
It was lovely to see so many new     
beekeepers at the Branch Honey Show 
which was held on the 18th September.  
The number of individuals entering the 
show was up on previous years even 
though the number of exhibits was 
slightly lower than usual.  The general 
consensus of opinion was that most 
people had not had much of a summer 
honey crop this year.   
Honey Show Secretary Pete Barclay, 
took the opportunity to do a test run 
using the new on line entry system 
which he has been developing for the 
County Honey Show.  This allows  
members to enter on line before the 
show and produces printed entry labels 
which are available for use as soon as 
the  entrants arrive.  The results are 
later collated and the certificates printed 
out automatically.  The system came 
through with flying colours and will be in 
use next week at the Warwickshire 
County Show. 
The show was ably judged by John 
Home and we thank him for his kind 
comments about the quality and       
diversity of the exhibits he saw.  It was 
particularly encouraging to see         
numerous exhibits in the Junior and 
Novice classes this year.  The overall 
winner was Dave Bonner and the Best 
in Show prize went to Gwynn Wilson for 
his Medium Honey.  Well done to every 
one who took the time to enter. 
Our next meeting will take place on 16th 
October and we thought it would be fun 
to have a members honey taste test.  
Please bring a jar of your own honey  
and we will have a ‘blind’ tasting      
session to see whose comes out on top! 
Keep an eye out for messages on the 
Covbee Yahoo Group as there is     
currently syrup feed and fondant      
available for those members who       
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comb with hard-won and heady-scented 
treasure. 
May your supers be full, your swarms 
few and the Sun always shine when 
you visit your apiary. 

John Twidle 
 

Rugby Branch 
Margaret Holdsworth has reminded 
us  to inform the National  Bee Unit 
(www.nationalbeeunit.com ) should we 
move location of our apiaries as failure 
to do so may result in us being unaware 
of disease outbreaks or invasive      
species found in the area needing   
inspection. Margaret also kindly       
supports the group with monthly      
information and 'tips for the month' 
much like Monty Don on Gardeners 
World! Much of this excellent and   
timeless information is based on notes 
shared in the past by one of our most 
experienced and knowledgeable      
beekeepers, Bruce Roberts. 
The Rugby Honey Show is to be held 
on October 7th at the United Reformed 
Church Hall, Hillmorton, Rugby at 13.00 
hours. Do try to attend whether you 
have an entry into the show or not.    
The day is always informative and          
supported this year by Mary Home 
speaking about Bees Abroad 'Making 
cosmetics from hive products'             
as well as the delicious homemade 
baking and tea to enjoy.  
The RBKA evening monthly meetings 
will have commenced by the time of 
reading this synopsis; the first we look 
forward to is 'What's going on in my 
Hive' by Gerry Collins. Sounds very 
interesting …don't we all want to know 
the answer to that!  
We, as RBKA members support      
numerous local attractions, fetes and 
charities and further afield help at    
external BBKA shows and events 
throughout the year supporting honey 
bee awareness. I would like to thank all 
the members that help support these 
events in various ways, large or small 
as their commitments allow.  They are  

time consuming and require a great deal 
of thought and organisation.  We have 
unfortunately, too many requests and 
thus need to alternate the venues each 
year, but how wonderful that so many 
organisations are requesting our      
presence to help support and keep 
healthy, the amazing honey bee. 

Gail Plester  
 

Shipston Branch 
The class of 2017 new beekeepers  
hosted the last of this year's apiary visits 
in August at the training apiary in the 
grounds of The Gate Inn, Brailes. They 
ably showed off their new found skills 
and with the season drawing to a close 
the main activities were varroa treatment 
and feeding. Forty members and guests 
gathered in the evening sunshine and 
we all enjoyed a barbeque and         
inevitable bee chat.  
September's Second Monday meeting 
was our Branch Honey Show.         
Twenty-six members, old and new    
together submitted 74 entries. The most 
popular class (the black bag or honey 
judged on flavour alone) attracted 14 
entries. We are grateful for Keren and 
Phil Green who travelled from Upton on 
Severn to judge the entries in a closed 
format. They gave valuable feedback 
and encouragement to the audience as 
they summarized their observations and 
encouraged members to submit their 
entries in the County and National 
Shows. 
Richard Cheney won the Johnny Castle 
Plate for Best Exhibit in Show with two 
jars of clear honey along with first prizes 
for two jars of set honey and six jars of 
honey for sale. David Blower won the 
Pat Brazier Cup for most points overall 
which included first prizes for a piece of 
cut comb and a photograph of a bee. 
The Deborah Williams Cup for the    
novice with most points went to Dawn 
Cleeton, who had first prizes for four 
blocks of wax in both the novice and 
general class and one jar of clear honey 
in the novice class. Other prize winners 
were Jonathan Wood for a jar of set  

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com
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The cup winners were (from left to 
right):  

 Certificate of Merit (Best Entry in 
Show); Helen Hawkes, for six    
beeswax blocks. 

 Ted Scott (Novice); Valli Cawte. 

 Mrs SB Stokes Cup (Overall        
Winner); Celia Davis. 

 CW Dutton Cup (Overall Runner Up); 
Amanda Cadge. 

Other cup winners included: 

 PD Lishman Tankard (Best Exhibitor 
in the Comb Classes); Andrew 
Heath. 

 JRN Lowe Cup (new cup) (Best  
Honey Cake); Valerie Parry. 

Overall the venue proved to be a winner 
as it was easily accessible and there 
were good facilities (West Warwickshire 
Sports Club). Thank you to Roger & 
Rachel Taylor for organising the Branch 
Honey Show. 
Finally we would all like to wish Andrew 
and Sarah joy, love and happiness as 
they begin their married life together. 
Congratulations                         

Channy Collins  

 

honey in the novice class, Steve Wolf 
for the black bag class, The Gate for the 
honey cake and Douglas Nethercleft for 
a bottle of mead.  
At the Monday Meeting, a group outing 
to the National Honey Show was      
discussed and Steve Turner kindly   
offered to coordinate expressions of 
interest. 

Margery Blower 
 

Solihull Branch  
The summer months appear to have 
flown by and we find ourselves fully in 
the throes of autumn. Our last weekly 
apiary meeting included preparing    
colonies for winter – applying treatment 
against varroa mites as well as feeding 
syrup to ensure the bees have enough 
food for the winter. 
The Branch Honey Show on September 
11th was a great success as many more 
members entered the different classes; 
in fact 21 members submitted a total of 
86 entries! The honey cake and       
medium honey classes proved to be the 
most popular.  
As Gerry Collins proceeded to judge the 
entries, we all participated in a          
bee-based quiz, which really tested our 
knowledge. The judging feedback was 
encouraging and Gerry was very     
supportive, commenting that the    
standard of honey entered in most   
classes was of good flavour and aroma. 
However, several liquid honey entries 
were eliminated for prizes due the  
presence of crystals; something to work 
on for next year. 
Here are our winners: 

 
 
 
 
 

Andrew & Sarah’s skep wedding cake 
Photo: Mandy Cadge 
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The True Price of Honey 
 

What should honey really cost? 
How much is a jar of honey worth? 
Conversation with a queen bee; 
 

If I politely, kindly, ask 
For honey in a jar or flask 
What would you charge me?  
How much please? 
I can afford the best with ease. 
You want a product pure and 
sweet? 
You want the best that you can eat! 
You're buying sunshine. summers 
through. 
You know that honey's good for 
you! 
There's nothing better to be found. 
I'll calculate the price around. 
The work my bees did at the  
flowers. 
It took them twenty thousand hours. 
It's easy in the honey flow 
And, yes their pay is very low. 
A pound an hour, mark or yen; 
That's twenty thousand of them 
then. 
With twenty thousand pounds or 
more 
I'm glad you're rich wile we are 
poor. 
 

Joseph  Guggenmos (1922) 
 

Via ebees 

Sutton Coldfield & 
North Birmingham 
Branch 
Sutton Coldfield and North Birmingham 
Beekeeping Association had its Honey 
Show on Sunday 17th September at the 
Mere Green Centre in Sutton Coldfield.  
It’s the time of year when the local   
honey shows kick off and in Sutton, it 
was a glorious event. 
It was very pleasing to see the number 
of entries this year. Lots of honey on 
display leading me to the conclusion 
that it’s been a good harvest for many 
of the local beekeepers. Lots of new 
beekeepers also entered in the novice 
classes. 
One of my favourite classes is one  
related to items of interest and products 
of the hive; this year we had Honey Gin, 
which looked like a great tipple. We 
also had wax aimed at gentlemen who 
maintain moustaches, very on trend 
and there were many other items of 
note. 
Congratulations to all those who      
entered and hopefully you will go on to 
the County Show and perhaps even the 
National Honey Show in October. 

Jitesh Patel 

BAD BEE JOKES 
 

The wife of a rich businessman was 
badly stung at an apiary meeting, and 
went into anaphylactic shock.  
The ambulance was immediately called. 
“We shall have to give your wife      
artificial respiration” said the paramedic 
to her husband. 
“Certainly not!” he replied, “Give her the 
real thing, I can pay” 

 

***************** 
A group of scientists have been trying 
to develop a bee with a blunt sting. 
They have just given up as they found 
their research pointless  
 

 ‘The Eke’ via ebees 
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 THE CARDINAL NUMBER OF BEEKEEPING 
Maurice West 

As we know, the number seven is a 
cardinal number and as such, I will give 
examples of the number as of the 
world; 
 

1. The seven wonders of the ancient 
world. 

2. The seven ages of man. 
3. The seven deadly sins. 
4. The seven seas 
5. The seven year itch. 
6. Dance of the seven veils, (six is 

better!) 
7. The Seven Sisters star constellation 
 

I would now like to give my own opinion 
of the seven best items of equipment 
for use in beekeeping. These are my 
own views and many may not agree 
with me. If there are others who may 
wish to contradict these views, please 
do write to Warwickshire Beekeeper 
and to put your point forward.  
 

1 Top bee space. This is easier to 
work with rather than bottom bee space 
and is much more efficient in use. 
When putting on a queen excluder 
(framed) or supers if  required, they can 
be easily put into place at an angle and 
twisted into position without   crushing 
bees. Top bee space hives are in use 
in most of the countries of the world.  
 

2. ‘J’ type hive tool. This is a well 
designed piece of equipment, because 
of the shape of the tool. The flat end is 
ideal for parting the frames at the   
spacer; the ‘J’ end can then be used to 
lever up the lug to make removal of the 
first frame  easier. It is not however, the      
ultimate tool as a standard hive tool 
with the sharp end is still needed to 
slide between supers to break the   
propolis seal in order to lift them off. 
 

3. Ashforth feeders. These are    
overall feeders, which fit directly over 
the brood chamber and when in use 
can hold up to 2 gallons of syrup,    

making feeding a much easier task. 
The crown board can be fitted over the 
feeder and the level of the syrup can be 
checked by looking through the hole in 
the crown board, thus not disturbing the 
bees. Most other types of feeder, which 
sit on top of the crown board require a 
super to accommodate it, requiring 
extra equipment to be tied up. 
 

4. Framed wire queen excluders. 
There are basically two types of queen 
excluder; the framed wire type and the 
slotted steel (or plastic) type. The wire 
type has wires set at the correct    
spacing to allow worker bees to pass 
through but not the queen or drones. 
The slotted steel type has correctly 
sized slots to allow the same operation. 
The advantage of the wire type       
however, is that the wires are smooth 
and more bee friendly, having no sharp 
edges. If hives are used with a top bee 
space there is no alternative, a framed 
excluder is necessary.  
 

5. Good strong hive stands. Hives 
need to be placed off the ground to 
allow an air space underneath to stop 
them getting damp. It needs to be well 
constructed and strong, as when a  
prolific brood chamber and three or four 
supers are on the hive there is a lot of 
weight to consider. They also have the 
advantage that when working at the 
hive, if the stand is of the correct height 
it saves a lot of back bending. 
 

6. Good quality bee suit. When    
buying a bee suit, shop around at one 
of the bee equipment exhibitions; Bee 
Tradex etc. and try them on. Buy   
whatever you feel comfortable in. It is 
probably unfortunate that the ones 
which suit me happen to be among the 
most expensive, but you only get what 
you pay for. Some of the cheaper ones 
are made from a heavy material and 
can be very hot to wear in the middle of  
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summer. 
 

7. Self spacing frames. In the brood 
chamber there are basically two ways of 
spacing the frames; Hoffman frames, 
which have widened shoulders on the 
upper part of the side bars of the frame 
or spacers, which fit on the top bar to 
give the correct spacing when the 
frames are pushed together. When in 
use, the Hoffman frames are far more 
efficient as there are no loose ends to 
drop off the top bars and less surface 
area to be propolised. They also have 
the advantage that when a hive is 
moved, because of the wider shoulders, 
the frames do not swing about. 
 

Having listed my seven best pieces of 
equipment, I will now give my opinion 
on what I consider to be the seven 
worst pieces of equipment. Again, these 
are my views and many may not agree 
with me, if so please write to            
Warwickshire Beekeeper with your   
ideas. 
 

1. Contact feeders. These are the 
plastic or metal containers with holes or 
gauze on the lid which are filled with 
syrup and inverted over the feed hole 
on the crown board. In use, they are 
messy, inefficient and wasteful. When 
they are placed onto a hive an empty 
super has to be used to make          
allowance for the depth of the feeder, as 
the hive roof does not balance very well 
on top of the pail. As the syrup is used 
up, air enters the feeder. After a cold 
night followed by a warm day, the air in 
the feeder expands forcing syrup 
through the holes where it dribbles 
down the frames and out through the 
mesh floor. It is rather unfortunate that 
this type of feeder is recommended to 
beginners. 
 

2. Unframed queen excluders. The 
metal or plastic unframed queen      
excluder when used on a hive is a 
source of trouble. They are only suitable 
for bottom bee space hives and rest on 
the tops of the brood frames. When an 
inspection takes place, the queen    
excluder has to be removed and very  

often it has been stuck down with    
propolis and wax has also been built on 
it. Upon removal, the  disturbance to the 
bees’ caused by this action as it is lifted 
up does not make for a happy colony. 
There is also the risk of the metal type 
being distorted by this action, allowing 
the queen to pass through and into the 
supers. 
 

3. Heavy leather gloves. Many      
people, particularly beginners, tend to 
wear gloves. The heavy leather type, 
which are available from appliance  
suppliers are really unsuitable for     
routine inspections as there is no feeling 
with them. By far a better glove is the 
thin latex type used by the medical  
profession, or a pair of ‘Marigold’    
washing up gloves, which can be easily 
cleaned. The leather gloves are very 
often given away when a bee suit is 
purchased. The heavy leather gloves 
are however, very useful when         
collecting a swarm from a thorn bush. 
 

4. Two sizes of brood frame. Very 
often a brood chamber is found to be 
too small for a prolific queen and in  
order to give more room a beekeeper is 
left with two choices; either two brood 
boxes or a brood box and a super box. 
When a super box is used this         
immediately gives two sizes of brood 
frame, making it difficult to interchange 
frames if any trouble is encountered. 
Two brood boxes however may be   
considered to be too large. If this is the 
case it would be more prudent to move 
up to a larger brood box.  
 

5. Plastic or metal frame spacers. 
These are small items which fit onto 
each end of the top bar and ensure the 
correct spacing of the frames,          
particularly brood frames. One of the 
problems with them is that as they only 
fit onto the top bars and if a hive is 
moved the frames can swing together, 
because there is no support down the 
side bars, causing the crushing of bees. 
Another problem with them is that if 
used on super frames they have to be 
taken off when extracting honey; this is  
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Oops!  I forgot the frames 
Celia F Davis 

Thankfully, this month’s problem has 
never happened to me – one of the few 
that hasn’t -although I have occasionally 
been asked to sort out the problem for 
other beekeepers.   What do you do 
when the bees have colonised a box 
which has no frames in it? 
 

Of course, this can arise in several 
ways but one of the commonest is 
where empty boxes have been left   
outside without ensuring that bees   
cannot get into them.  For a swarm 
looking for a home this is an open    
invitation and they only require a small 
hole.  Unless you happen to be around 
when they set up home, the first you will 
know of it is when you see bees busily 
going in and out  The result, in a     
comparatively short time, is a box (or 
several) completely full of wild comb, 
which is beautiful but not easy to      
handle.  It will be fixed to the sides of 
the box and, although in theory it is  
possible to cut it out, this would be 
messy and wasteful (and probably  
painful too). 
 

The same principle as last month can 
be used and relies on bees being driven 
by smoke; 
 
 

where it is found that they are either well stuck with propolis and very often break 
when being removed, or if they are on new frames they drop off onto the floor. It is far 
better to use a Hoffman style frame to avoid the use of these fiddly pieces of      
equipment. 
 

6. Rickety hive stands. A hive in the height of the beekeeping season can be a 
very heavy unit. There is nothing more annoying than to see a seasons work of the 
bees fall onto the ground because a leg of a rotten hive stand has collapsed. This is 
most likely to happen when you are not at the apiary allowing every bee in the    
neighbourhood free access to a glut of nectar from a pile of upturned supers. 
 

7. Mixture of several types of hive. There is nothing more frustrating than     
having different designs and sizes of hive in the same apiary; it makes the            
interchanging of equipment when doing routine inspections very difficult, particularly 
when working on swarm control procedures. I will make an exception to this where an 
apiary is a teaching apiary and the merits of several designs of hive can explained to 
students. 

First, have the smoker well lit and move 
the offending colony to one side.  Put a 
new brood box of the appropriate size, 
and filled with frames, on a floor in the 
same position as the colony you have 
just moved.  Place the original box of 
wild comb with all the bees directly on 
top.  Do not use a queen excluder at this 
stage. Now smoke them heavily for a 
few minutes and when you are satisfied 
that many of the bees have run down 
into the new box, quickly lift the top box 
off and slip a queen excluder between 
the two boxes.  If things have got really 
out of hand and there is more than one 
box containing wild comb, each will have 
to smoked in turn, removing one before 
adding another. They are all then     
returned in their original order over the 
queen excluder. You have no way of 
knowing whether the queen has gone 
down or not at this stage but in a few 
days an inspection will show you   
whether there are eggs, and hence a 
laying queen, in the bottom box.  The 
length of time this takes varies, mainly 
on whether the comb is drawn in the 
bottom box or if foundation is all that is 
available.  It is certainly very helpful to 
use comb in the lower box or at least  
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Honey Alchemy  

Basic Honey Flapjack 
 

Who doesn’t love a piece of flapjack? It’s great with a cup of tea, in a lunchbox, for 
afternoon tea (if you’re feeling posh) or even when you get ‘the munchies’!  
This is a nice easy recipe which has endless variations: 

 Add 50g of chopped cherries, chopped nuts, apricots, dried cranberries, raisins, 
desiccated coconut, dates etc. (the list is endless) 

 Dip the cold flapjack slices in melted chocolate (milk, plain or white) 

 Drizzle the finished tray with chocolate or icing 

 Use a mixture of oats and bran (Sainsbury’s sell a ready mixed packet, in the 
cereal aisle) – you can fool yourself it’s a healthy snack 

Any way you choose to make it, here is the basic recipe.  Use your imagination and 
go wild!! 

Ingredients 
 

Makes 12 
 

200g/7¼oz Unsalted butter 

200g/7¼oz Demerara sugar 

200g/7¼oz Honey 

400g/14¼oz Porridge oats 

 
You will also need a 20cm x 30cm 
(8in x 12in) cake tin, greased 

one drawn comb so that the queen can get back to laying without a break.  If, after a 
few days, there is no sign of eggs in the lower box, the smoking can be repeated, but 
take care as there is always the risk of the queen going back into the wild comb when 
the queen excluder is removed.  This also applies when the boxes are separated to 
allow for inspection: always ensure that the queen is not on the queen excluder and 
put the top box well away from the lower one. 
 

Once the queen is safely installed in the lower, organised box, leave the top one in 
place until all the brood has hatched (three weeks for workers, but if the drones are 
wanted, twenty four days).  During this time, drones will have to be released         
occasionally as they will be trapped otherwise and many will die.  At the end of this 
period, the top box can be removed and cleaned up.  Cut out the wax.  There may be 
some nice cut comb there if you are lucky, otherwise the wax will have to be         
rendered down.  Take the opportunity to clean the box thoroughly and sterilise it with 
a blowtorch and in future, make sure all stored equipment is bee-proof! 
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Method 
 

 Put the butter, sugar and honey in a 
saucepan and heat, stirring         
occasionally, until the butter has 
melted and the sugar has dissolved. 
Add the oats and mix well.   

 Add any extra ingredients e.g.    
raisins at this point and give another 
good mix. 

 Transfer the oat mixture to the    
prepared cake tin and spread to 
about 2cm (¾in) thick. Smooth the 
surface with the back of a spoon.  

 Bake in a preheated oven at 180°
C/350°F/Gas 4 for 15-20 minutes, 
until lightly golden around the edges 
but still slightly soft in the middle.  

 Let it cool in the tin, then turn out 
and cut into squares.  This is best 
done before it’s completely cold. 

 

Denise  Grove 

Calling all members  
 

Nicola Content (Solihull Branch) has         
organised an outing to  
 

The National Honey Show 

  

at Sandown Park Racecourse, Surrey 
on Saturday 28th October 

 

It will be a great day out where          
beekeepers can enjoy a whole range of 
exhibits including honey, wax, mead and 
photography. In addition there is an  
excellent lecture programme, something 
for everyone!  
The cost is £30.00 per person. If you are 
interested please contact Nicola  

ncontent1@aol.com 
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Caveat Emptor 
 

Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any 
goods or services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the  website. Anyone 
purchasing bees or nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are disease free and 
that they are aware of the provenance of any queens.  
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COPY DATE FOR NOVEMBER ISSUE OF WB:  20/10/2017 

WBKA WHO’S WHO 

Peter Spencer President 01926 856204  
 

Celia Davis   Chairman 01676 533252  
     chairman@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk 
 

Mike Blanco Secretary 01527 591855  
   secretary@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk 
 

Jan Willetts  Treasurer 0121 249 1965  
     treasurer@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk  
 

Julia Barclay WB Editor 02476 411275     
      wbeditor@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk 
   Copy to julia@barclaysworld.com 
 

Peter Barclay  Web Master  
   webmaster@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk 
 

Gill Grimshaw      Examination Secretary  01926 497440  
   wbkaexams@gillgrimshaw.com    

Branch Secretaries 

 
BIRMINGHAM   07708 031926  
 

COVENTRY       02476 411275  
 

NUNEATON       01827 880689 
 

RUGBY              01788 833877 
 

SHIPSTON         07730 008222  
 

SOLIHULL         0121 704 1731 
 

SUTTON COLDFIELD 
                           0121 354 3322 
 

WARWICK & LEAMINGTON 
                           01926 632388 

Bee Inspectors 
 

SEASONAL BEE INSPECTORS 
 

(April to September) 
Dave Bonner  07775 119434 
Keren Green  07901 517779 
 
 

BEE DISEASE INSURANCE 
 

WBKA  Representative 
Julian Routh   0121 354 5956 
 

Director & Claims Manager 
Bernard Diaper 07711 456932  

 

Items appearing in WB are not necessarily the view of   
either the editor or Warwickshire  Beekeepers Association  

mailto:wbkaexams@gillgrimshaw.com

