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 National & International Events 2017  

When? Where? What? 

3rd to 6th  
August 

Blenheim Palace,  
Woodstock, Oxfordshire 

BBC Countryfile Live 

15th to 17th  
September 

Royal Agricultural University, 
Cirencester, Gloucestershire 

Midland & South Western  
Counties Convention (MSWCC) 

29 September to 
4th October 

Istanbul, Turkey Apimondia 2017 

30th September 
 

National Beekeeping Centre 
Stoneleigh Park, CV8 2LG 

County Honey Show and Autumn 
County Lectures 

26th to 28th  
October 

Sandown Race Course,  
Surrey 

National Honey Show 

17th to 19th  
November 
 

Woodside Hotel, Kenilworth Central Association of  
Beekeepers (CABK) Conference 

BBC Countryfile Live 
Thursday 3rd to Sunday 6th August 2017, Blenheim Palace, Woodstock OX20 1PP  
https://countryfilelive.com 
 

If you find that you can after all, help steward on the BBKA stand, please contact  
Gordon Robbins with your availability using e-mail bbkasc@gmail.com or mobile 
07900 852236. Free show entry ticket for you and one named other for just half a 
day's commitment. 
 
 

Warwickshire County Honey Show 
Saturday 30th September 2017, National Beekeeping Centre, Stoneleigh Park,      
Kenilworth CV8 2LG 
We are looking for a bumper number of entries.  The Honey Show schedule is    
available at https://warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk  Start preparing your exhibits now! 
 

10.30  Lecture 1 – ‘Nectar Preferences of Honeybees’ presented by Laura Jones of 
the Botanic Gardens of Wales.  Since April 2016, plants in flower have been         
correlated, month by month, with pollen found in nectar / honey stored by the bees in 
the Garden’s hives. 
12.00 Lecture 2 -  ‘The Geological History of Britain’.  The presenter, geologist Jo 
Hands of Warwickshire  Wildlife Trust, will focus on how the underlying rock strata 
affects our local flora and fauna. 
 

National Honey Show 
Thursday 26th to Saturday 28th October 2017, Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, 
KT10 9AJ    www.honeyshow.co.uk 
 

The main lecture programme runs across all three days and is delivered by            
international scientists and experts on a variety of topics.  You can see this year’s full 
programme at http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php  and view 
previous years’ lectures on the National Honey Show YouTube Channel. 

https://countryfilelive.com/
mailto:bbkasc@gmail.com
https://warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk/
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/
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1 Aug  Branch Apiary Meeting & every following  
Tuesday in August.  Sutton Park Apiary 

Sutton 
Coldfield 

2 Aug 7.00 Branch Meeting & every following  
Wednesday in August. Ravenshaw Apiary 

Solihull 

5 Aug 2.00 Branch Apiary Meeting & every following  
Saturday in August. Highbury Park, Kings Heath 

Birmingham 

5 Aug 2.00 to 
4.00 

Rowington & Lowsonford Show  
Fleur De Lys, Lowsonford. 

Solihull 

5 Aug  Cherington  Village Show 
The Churchground, Cherington. (JRD taking point) 

Shipston 

10 Aug 5.15 Branch Apiary Meeting 
Plantasia, Dobbies Garden Centre, Hartshill, 
Nuneaton 

Nuneaton & 
Atherstone 

12 Aug 10.00 Honey Extraction Day  Noel Parker 
One super per member. Winterbourne Apiary 

Birmingham 

12 Aug  Brailes Show 
Brailes Village Hall, Brailes, OX15 5AS 

Shipston 

13 Aug  Fillongley Country Show 
Craft Tent, The Showground, Fillongley 

Coventry 

14 Aug 7.30 Second Monday Meeting 
Guest Speaker - Clive Joyce 
The Gate Inn, Upper Brailes, OX15 5AX 

Shipston 

16 Aug 12 noon Wednesday Lunch  
The Swan, Fairfield, Bromsgrove, B61 9NG 
The Swan Website   Bdbka.socsec@aol.com  
0121 444 4005 

Birmingham 

19 Aug  Tysoe Village Show 
Middle Tysoe, CV35 0SR (DN taking point) 

Shipston 

20 Aug 3.00 Branch Apiary Meeting 
Ryton Apiary, Garden Organic, Ryton on Dunsmore 

Coventry 

24 Aug 5.15 Branch Apiary Meeting 
Plantasia, Dobbies Garden Centre, Hartshill, 
Nuneaton 

Nuneaton & 
Atherstone 

24 Aug 
 

 Apiary Meeting & End of Season BBQ 
SBKA Training Apiary, The Gate Inn, Upper Brailes, 
OX15 5AX 

Shipston 

25 Aug 7.30 Friday Social  
Loco Lounge, High Street, Kings Heath 
Loco Lounge Website  Bdbka.socsec@aol.com  
0121 444 4005 

Birmingham 

    

 Warwickshire Events  

http://www.swanpubbromsgrove.co.uk/
mailto:Bdbka.socsec@aol.com
http://thelounges.co.uk/lounges/loco-lounge/
mailto:Bdbka.socsec@aol.com
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2 Sept  Moreton Show 
Moreton-in-Marsh Showground, Batsford Road, 
GL56 0AB 

Shipston 

5 Sept  Branch Apiary Meeting & every following  
Tuesday in September.  Sutton Park Apiary 

Sutton 
Coldfield 

11 Sept 7.30 Second Monday Meeting 
The Gate Inn, Upper Brailes, OX15 5AX 

Shipston 

11 Sept  Branch Honey Show 
West Warwick Club, 78 Grange Road, Solihull,  
B91 1DA. 

Solihull 

15 Sept  Branch Meeting 
Asian Hornet, Julian Routh 
Erdington Methodist Centre 

Sutton 
Coldfield 

16 & 17 
Sept 

10.00 to 
4.00 

Birmingham Open Honey Show 
Martineau Gardens, Birmingham 

Birmingham 

18 Sept 7.30 Branch Honey Show 
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane,  
Allesley,CV5 9EQ 

Coventry 

29 Sept 7.30 Branch Meeting  
Apiarist Paintings / Artists talk, Angela Maloney 
Dame Elizabeth Cadbury Hall, Firbank Close, 
Bournville, B30 1UA 

Birmingham 

30 Sept 10.00 to 
4.00 

Warwickshire County Honey Show 
National Beekeeping Centre, Stoneleigh Park, CV8 2LG 

 

EDITORIAL 
 

Sadly, WB is rather a slim volume this month - perhaps everyone is on holiday! It is 
the first weekend of the school holidays after all.   
My thanks to Celia Davis, Mandy Cadge, Denise Grove and the branch news writers 
for their for their regular contributions.  Also, sincere thanks to John Chambers whos 
excellent series on Honeybee Mating concluded last month. 
I have appealed for contributions from Warwickshire members before with little     
response but I’m about to try again.  I know for a fact that there is a wealth of talent 
and experience amongst members and it would be beneficial to all beekeepers if you 
would be prepared to share some of it with us all.  Even if you have not been keeping 
bees for very long you have no doubt had interesting experiences which would     
interest others, have questions you would like answered or you may have come 
across some interesting beekeeping related snippet, please let me have them!   
My regular contributors and I spend a considerable time each month writing for and 
preparing Warwickshire Beekeeper - it would be nice to know someone is out there 
reading it!  

As members of the WBKA you are welcome to attend any of the meetings 
and events listed in the Warwickshire diary pages 
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Warwickshire News 
the Branch Honey Show.  Everyone is 
welcome to submit entries, there are 
plenty of classes even if you don’t have 
any honey of your own yet or just come 
for a look at everyone else’s efforts and 
listen to the talk / discussion which will 
be held whilst judging takes place.       
More information will be sent via the 
Covbee Yahoo group shortly. 

Julia Barclay 
 

Rugby Branch 
The recent charity ‘Garden Walks Day ‘ 
of Wolston and Brandon proved to be a 
pleasant sunny Sunday spent outside 
Wolston Church promoting the benefits 
of honeybees with many interested  
enquiries. 
Cathy Moore is kindly offering to open 
her garden and orchard for a ‘Summer 
Social’ invitation to the branch members 
to share an afternoon enjoying nibbles 
and the inevitable bee talk.  We thank 
Cathy and hope for another glorious 
sunny day. 
A number of the branch members have 
offered to help on the Countryfile Live 
BBKA stand at Blenheim in August,       
I am sure it will be a great experience.  
Rowan Moore, our wonderful IT expert 
and committee member, is offering  the 
Rugby beekeepers a service that     
automatically retrieves accurate current 
weather conditions and forecasts, which 
are emailed to the beekeeper          
each morning. The data is retrieved 
from WeatherUnderground; this is             
augmented via local enthusiasts    
weather stations that are dotted around 
Rugby and surrounding areas. The 
weather is specific to the specified    
apiary up to 4 days ahead; how useful 
would that be when planning your    
apiary visits around work or life        
commitments? Should any Rugby    
beekeeper be interested please see the 
branch website members area.  

Gail Plester  

Coventry & District 
Branch 
www.covbeebranch.co.uk 
This year’s Godiva Festival, held in the 
War Memorial Park was a great       
success with the highest attendance 
figures ever recorded and we were  
certainly very busy on the Coventry 
Beekeepers stand on both days.  We 
had plenty of branch honey to sell, 
which was just as well because we had 
almost run out by the end of the Sunday 
afternoon.  The observation hive drew 
large numbers of fascinated people to 
the stand as usual and the children's 
game was as popular as ever.          
Sincere thanks to all those members 
and the usual stalwart committee    
members, who gave their time to     
prepare the honey, candles, game and 
observation hive and also run the stand 
over the two days. I hope the ‘first    
timers’ enjoyed it and will volunteer 
again for future events.  Speaking of 
which, our next event is the Fillongley 
Show on 13th August.  This is also a 
lovely event with everything you would 
expect from a country show including 
farm animals, tractors, fruit and        
vegetable show, craft tent and parade 
ring. If you fancy volunteering for this 
event please contact Dave Bonner 
cbka.membership@hotmail.co.uk . 
The bees in the branch apiary at Ryton 
Garden’s continue to thrive and are 
being ably looked after by the apiary 
team aided by a group of enthusiastic 
new beekeepers.  If you haven’t been to 
the apiary before, or have not been for a 
while do come along to the last apiary 
meeting of this summer on the 20th 
August at 3.00pm for some tea and 
biscuits, beekeeping chat and of course, 
hive inspections, weather permitting. 
From September the branch meetings 
switch back to the third Monday of the 
month at All Saints church hall, Allesley.  
As usual, the September meeting will be  
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August 12th and and Tysoe August 19th. 
These are great opportunities for the 
branch to have a presence and for you 
to share your passion with the public to 
explain the importance of bees as well 
as to sell hive products. They are also 
fun too, so If you would like to help at 
any of these events or sell honey etc., 
please contact the branch secretary in 
the first instance. 
Finally, a reminder that we are having a 
Shipston Honey Show this year on  
September 11th and it includes classes 
applicable to beekeepers old and new. 
It promises to be a good evening and if 
you need help preparing produce in 
advance please contact the branch  
secretary who will put you in contact 
with a mentor. 

Margery Blower 
 

Solihull Branch  
July started off with a visit from the  
National Bee Unit bee  inspectors. They 
explained the role of the National Bee 
Unit and emphasised the importance of 
apiary hygiene. Still on theme of caring 
for our colonies, we have had several 
sessions on non-chemical varroa    
management techniques such as queen 
trapping.  
Younis Bashir from our branch, was 
chosen to represent the England team 
at the International Meeting of Young 
Beekeepers in July. This is his account 
of the meeting: 
 

“IMYB 2017 was held in Marlborough 
College, which was a marvellous  
choice in my opinion. It had nearly   
everything on campus, including the 
accommodation, dining facilities, a 
green area for the beehives and an  
onsite swimming pool.  
The competition consisted of fourteen.        
different tasks - a mix of individual and 
team tasks. These included things such 
as disease inspection and a nosema 
clinic (new for this year), which were 
team tasks and a multiple-choice paper 
and anatomy, which were individual 
tasks. Overall, I thought the variety of  

Shipston Branch 
It was a full house at The Gate for the 
Second Monday meeting in July. Peter 
Spencer, WBKA President, was our 
guest speaker and he kept us          
entertained with humorous beekeeping 
anecdotes and his extensive            
beekeeping knowledge. To this end, he 
introduced the meeting to three boards 
he finds most useful in his beekeeping. 
Namely: a clearing board fitted with a 
rhombus bee escape; a 'Horsley' type 
split board for swarm control and a 
comb change board with entrance.     
He then went on to field a wide range of 
questions from the floor. All were     
answered admirably, although we were 
still left wondering what the secret of his 
prize winning mead is.    
June's social event was a visit to 
Sulgrave Manor led by Sue McNally, a 
staff member. On one of the hottest 
days of the year she showed people 
around the gardens concentrating on 
forage for bees, before everyone retired 
to the cafe for coffee and cakes. Thank 
you Sue for hosting this event.   
On another hot, but fortunately cloudy 
morning in July, members were invited 
to David and Jacqui Jones’ apiary in 
Hook Norton. Being in an orchard, it is 
in an idyllic situation. We were treated 
to seeing a WBC in action, a former wild 
colony with amazing wild comb being 
moved onto frames and a drone-laying 
colony amongst other queen right    
colonies. Afterwards, we all enjoyed 
delicious cakes, apple juice from the 
orchard trees and even coffee made 
with a Kelly Kettle – thank you so much 
David and Jacqui. The next open apiary 
event will be hosted by the newer    
beekeepers in the training apiary      
situated at the back of The Gate. It will 
be held on Thursday 24th from 6pm and 
will be followed by a branch BBQ so all 
are welcome - just bring meat or veg to 
BBQ and salads and bread will be   
provided.  
The summer fair season is upon us with 
Cherington on August 5th, Brailes     



7 

Warwickshire Beekeeper  August 2017  

 

tasks were great because every person 
in the group had different levels of 
knowledge for different activities and 
overall everybody contributed.  
There were also two trips for           
competitors; one to Stonehenge and 
another to a drone congregation area, 
led by one of the Beecraft editors. This 
was especially interesting, as the     
majority of the competitors had never 
experienced anything like this before. 
Alongside this there were trips out for 
the accompanying adults, discos,     
cultural presentations and more. Overall 
the event was a great experience in 
every aspect.”  
 

What a wonderful opportunity for all 
young Beekeepers to develop a whole 
range of life skills. Well done Younis! 
A Sunday afternoon in July wouldn’t be 
the same without the annual ‘Pizza and 
Puddings’ party in aid of Bees Abroad 
and Bees for Development. This year’s 
garden party did not disappoint;       
beekeepers enjoyed incredibly         
flavoursome food as well as good   
company. Thank you to Brian and   
Mandy for hosting a wonderful event.  
Save the date – Nicola Content has 
organised our annual outing, which this 
year will be to the National Honey Show 
at Sandown Park Racecourse in Surrey 
on Saturday 28th October. It will be a 
great day out where beekeepers can 
enjoy a whole range of exhibits        
including honey, wax, mead, and     
photography. In addition, there is an 
excellent lecture programme, so     
something for everyone! The cost is 
£30.00 per person. If you wish to visit 
the National Honey Show, please add 
your name to the list, which is displayed 
in the apiary. 

Channy Collins  

Sutton Coldfield & 
North Birmingham 
Branch 
Bee Keeping in Uganda - Presentation 
by Dwight Mcleod. 
June 15th 2017  
Dr Dwight Mcleod has been working at 
the Kabale hospital in Uganda since 
leaving Sutton Coldfield. The hospital is 
in a beautiful valley surround by lush 
vegetation.  
Dwight was a beekeeper in Sutton and 
has taken up the hobby again in    
Uganda. It’s been a very tough couple 
of years by the sound of it in terms of 
beekeeping. He wasn’t certain on the 
species but the he trusts them to be 
either Apis Mellifera, Apis Scutellata or 
Apis Capensis. They are smaller, busier 
bees than those that he kept in the UK. 
Dwight believes that they have more 
diseases but treatments are limited, 
unlike in the UK.  
The bees themselves consume more 
pollen and less nectar. The result is less 
honey is produced. The bees are also 
more likely to abscond, primarily due to 
fire, stress and the search for forage. 
From Dwight’s observations, the bees 
also follow the migration of the plants 
thus absconding is normal, so swarming 
is a real problem. Forage is plentiful, 
banana trees drip nectar apparently, 
Angel bells, Eucalyptus, Coffee       
plantations, tomatoes and cabbages are 
some of the crops and trees that are 
available. But from the pictures lots of 
vegetation and forage exists. 
Traditionally beekeepers in Uganda 
kept bees in log hives hung in trees. 
This stops them being attacked by  
predators on the ground including    
termites, as they destroy wooden hives. 
The locals also harvested the honey at 
night, as they believed it was easier to 
take in the honey in the dark. Dwight 
showed how, the with the use of smoke 
and a decent bee suit, they could do it 
in the day. 
Dwight had contacted other beekeepers 
in Uganda and from his talk, the       
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Birmingham & District  
Beekeepers Association 

 

Annual Open  
Honey Show  

2017 
 

16
th

 & 17
th

 September 
 

 

For schedule and entry form  
contact  

Jan Willetts 
email:  

bdbkashowsec@gmail.com  
 

Tel: 07511284586   

numbers of bees in the country are  
falling. Some beekeepers who          
previously had many hives, are down to 
only a handful. This was alarming, as 
beekeepers want to increase the     
number of colonies they maintain. 
Dwight’s observations of beekeeping in 
Uganda and his method of describing 
the people and surroundings, combined 
with his experiences through meeting 
other native Ugandan beekeepers 
made this a fascinating talk. I only wish 
he had bought some honey in for us to 
sample. The way Dwight described the 
location and forage the honey sounded 
lovely. 

Jitesh Patel 

Each year, about 80 million tonnes of 
the plastic polyethylene, are produced 
around the world to make shopping 
bags and food packaging among other 
things, but it can take hundreds of years 
to decompose completely. Caterpillars 
of the Greater Wax Moth (Galleria 
mellonella) can make holes in a plastic 
bag in under an hour but you would 
need an awful lot of them to make a 
significant dent on the plastic waste 
problem. One moth caterpillar gets 
through about two milligrams of plastic a 
day but the UK alone discards almost 
two million tonnes of plastic waste every 
year.  
Dr Paolo Bombelli, a biochemist at the 
University of Cambridge and one of the 
researchers on the study told the BBC 
News "The wax moth caterpillar will be 
the starting point. We need to           
understand the details about how the 
process works. We hope it may        
provide a technical solution for         
minimising the problem of plastic 
waste." 
Researchers want to speed up the   
process and discover the chemical  
secrets behind the natural degradation 
of plastic. They think microbes in the 
caterpillar, as well as the insect itself, 
might play a role in breaking down  
plastic. If the chemical process can be 
identified, it could lead to a solution to 
managing plastic waste in the          
environment.  
Modified from BBC News & Somerton 
BKA via ebees 

Benefits of the  
Greater Wax Moth? 

mailto:bdbkashowsec@gmail.com
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How many times have you heard this 
plaintive cry?  It is true that colonies do 
sometimes ‘lose’ their queens, but this 
is more often the fault of the beekeeper, 
who may have dropped her in the grass 
or inadvertently squashed her.  This is a 
very good reason for marking queens 
so that they can be easily spotted.   
Queens can go missing on mating 
flights: they may have been eaten by a 
bird, lose their way back home or     
enter the wrong hive.  Swarms can         
sometimes prove to be queenless, but, 
leaving all that aside, the most common 
time that queens appear to be absent is 
round about the time of swarming/
requeening and this is where I want to 
pause while we consider the timetable 
for a new queen to be functional      
following a swarming event; 
 

Day 1 - The day the swarm departs. 
Day 8/9 - The day the first young queen 
emerges from her queen cell. 
Day 14 – Queen mature 
Day 14 - ? Queen mating flights,      
dependent on weather. 
Day 18 - ? Queen starts to lay eggs.    
(A few days after her mating flights) 
 

Look at this calendar carefully. From 
when the swarm departs, it is at least 18 
days before the new queen will be   
laying.  If casts emerge it will be even 
longer before the colony settles down 
with one queen and if the weather is 
poor, it may be much longer before the 
queen is able to mate.  Remember, she 
can mate during the first month of her 
life although, given favourable          
conditions, she will mate as soon as she 
is mature.  A rough rule of thumb is that 
the new queen should be laying by the 
time the last of the sealed brood from 
the previous queen is hatching. 
 

During the period when an unmated 
queen is in the hive, there is a distinct 
possibility that she will fly off the comb if  

Help!  My colony’s gone queenless 
Celia F Davis 

disturbed by looking for her and bear in 
mind that she will be much harder to 
spot than a mated queen.  She may not 
come back and the colony will be well 
and truly queenless, with no hope of 
making a new one. The answer is to 
leave well alone and allow the bees to 
do their job of nurturing the new queen 
and getting her safely mated.  Even 
newly mated queens can be quite 
flighty, so take extreme care when   
inspecting and always be ready to close 
the hive up quickly and do not          
necessarily be in too much of a hurry to 
mark them. 

Well-marked queens are more difficult to 
lose.   Photo: Celia Davis 

When a new queen starts to lay, she 
does it slowly at first, just a few eggs 
and it takes about a week for her to 
build up to a good rate.  It is very easy 
to miss these first few eggs.  I speak 
from personal experience!  Another 
point to consider is that new queens 
often lay two eggs in a cell.  It seems 
that they need practice before they   
perfect their technique.  This can lead 
beekeepers to think they have laying 
workers when they have no such thing.  
So be very cautious before you decide  
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that you have no queen following swarming. 

 

It is unusual for a laying queen to just disappear from a hive.  She is such an        
important individual that the bees will always ensure that they have a new one, or a 
queen cell, before they will risk the existing queen.  Queens can get sick and die, but 
in my experience, this is quite unusual. 
 

So, the rule is to always ensure that the queen is in a safe place when the hive is 
being manipulated.  I use a small nuc box with a fixed floor and lid and I always put 
the frame containing the queen in it as soon as I find her.  I have to remember where 
this frame came from so that it goes back in the same place, (I also have to          
remember to actually put it back!) but it means that I know where the queen is if I 
need to find her for any reason and she is protected from fingers, hive tools and   
general beekeeper clumsiness.  As a last resort, I always try to have spare           
replacement queens in nucs at all times of the year.  Remember that you can test for 
queenlessness by putting a frame of eggs and very young larvae from another hive 
into the suspect colony.  A queenless hive will usually draw out some queen cells but 
often as not, they will ignore it and later you will find a perfectly good queen.  

ROBBING 
 

Feeding your bees in the autumn after any honey flow has ended, is a prime time for 
robbing to start, so be on the lookout for the tell-tale signs as weaker colonies can be 
wiped out. Bees fighting outside a hive is an early sign and can be confirmed by the 
erratic and characteristic ‘zig zag’ flight of the robbers on approach to the target hive. 
Guard bees recognize this flight pattern and will be on high alert. They challenge and 
examine all entrants for a period of about 1-3 seconds by antennal contact to       
determine a nest mate from an intruder by their odour. An intruder is usually mauled 
by the guard clamping onto a leg or a wing and curling the abdomen into a position 
enabling it to sting . A fight ensues and the robber is marked with 2 heptanone from 
the mandibular glands. Other guard bees recognize the alarm and raise their       
abdomen and sting chamber releasing a further alarm pheromone, isopentyl acetate. 
If unable to escape, the robber is stung and dies. If your sense of smell is good you 
will be able to smell the alarm pheromone which has a banana-like scent and if you 
smell this when examining the hive, be prepared for an attack, or close up the hive 
till a later date. 
If a target colony is weak and succumbs to attack, silent robbing ensues. The colony 
continues to work normally, while at the same time robbers enter and leave the hive 
unhindered. The only tell tale sign now is the flight of the robbers returning directly to 
another hive. Also, robber bees leaving the robbed hive, fully laden, will have the 
rear legs forward as opposed to a bee leaving the hive on a forage flight, unladen, 
when the rear legs will be trailing. Eventually, the robbed colony will be devoid of 
stores, may abandon the hive or even die off. 
Once robbing starts it is difficult to stop, so it is important to prevent it - robbing is 
often brought on by the actions of the beekeeper spilling sugar syrup on the floor, 
leaving brace comb in the apiary or leaving hives open longer than necessary.     
Prevention measures include feeding your bees at dusk when flying has ceased to 
reduce any excitement and prevent the flying bees from leaving their hive to search 
for the food source, feeding all colonies at the same time and reducing the size of 
the entrances down to about ‘four bees wide’ or 10 mm so they can be more easily 
defended - especially important for nuc colonies. 

Adapted. Lancashire & North West Beekeepers Association via ebees 



11 

Warwickshire Beekeeper  August 2017  

Honey Alchemy  

Honey Show Cake 
Honey cake for a show is always a bit of a trial!  Well, here is a fool proof cake    
recipe that is a winner (literally); 
My husband has a friendly relationship with Sarah, who runs the Kiosk at British 
Camp, Malvern.  She sells the most amazing array of ice cream including one made 
with honey from her brother’s bees, as well as pots of his honey. Last year we went 
to the Three Counties Show in Malvern and in the ‘Bees and Honey’ tent we found 
not only his honey but also, that his wife had won 1st Prize for her honey cake.  She 
works in the kiosk sometimes so I cheekily asked for the recipe – it’s the one 
Worcestershire Beekeepers use for their show – she generously gave me a copy, 
the measurements were in imperial so I have used a converter for those of you who 
like baking in ‘new money’! 

Ingredients 
 

5oz (142g) butter 
1 tablespoon (15ml) water 
4oz (113g) soft brown sugar 
6oz (170g) clear honey 
2 eggs 
7oz (198g) self raising flour 

Method 
 

 Preheat the oven to 180°C / 160°C fan /Gas Mark 4 

 Grease an 8 inch (20cm) tin. 

 Place butter, water, sugar and honey into a saucepan and heat until the  
butter has melted, stirring all the time. 

 Remove the pan from the heat and allow the contents to cool to blood 
temperature. 

 Gradually beat in the eggs. 

 Sieve in the flour and mix until smooth; do not over mix. 

 Put into the prepared tin and bake for 50 minutes to an hour, until risen 
and firm to the touch. 

 Remove from tin and cool on a wire rack. 
 

** This recipe can also be baked as individual loaf shaped cakes; I use a 
loose bottomed loaf pan from Lakeland.  Cook as above for 15 mins. ** 

Denise  Grove 
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Recently I found a book published in 1947; 'The Philosophy and Practice of           
Bee-keeping' by a prominent beekeeper of the time and a Harley Street surgeon too, 
A L Gregg MA MD MCh. One interesting passage concerned re-queening with a 
'pulled queen'. I was interested as the process worked very successfully for me this 
year by accident. A pulled queen is one who is just emerging from her cell and has 
never been fed or touched by other bees. Sometimes the virgin queen can be eased 
out of her cell by a careful beekeeper who can spot her exit is imminent from the 
bronzed ring at the cell tip.  
Early this year, having a queenless colony in the apiary, I pushed a ripe cell I found 
by chance in another hive, into a hair-curler cage intending to fix it into a frame in the 
queenless hive. The queen emerged from the cell in the cage and I released her onto 
the crown board. She went immediately through the feed hole into the brood      
chamber. One month later it was and still is, a thriving colony. 
A L Gregg says that any queen can be replaced in this way. On running in, the virgin 
becomes just another young bee and is not challenged. When she meets the existing 
queen, the older queen will always lose the inevitable fight. She does not have the 
agility or flexibility of the youngster.  
So the message is not to routinely eliminate any discovered queen cells but use the 
ripest ones you find to give the 'pulled' queens to other colonies so you have a young 
queen going into winter. Perhaps also an easier way to requeen a difficult aggressive 
colony!  

Glyn Davies, Devon BKA via ebees 

Pulled Queens - A good way to re-queen   
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Caveat Emptor 
 

Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any 
goods or services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the  website. Anyone 
purchasing bees or nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are disease free and 
that they are aware of the provenance of any queens.  
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