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CATCHING A SWARM
An impromptu lesson in swarm catching took place at the Solihull
Branch apiary at a recent meeting
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National & International Events 2017
When?

Where?

What?

30th July to 4th
August

Gormaston, Ireland

Gormaston Summer School

3rd to 6th
August

Blenheim Palace,
Woodstock, Oxfordshire

BBC Countryfile Live

15th to 17th
September

Royal Agricultural University,
Cirencester, Gloucestershire

Midland & South Western
Counties Convention (MSWCC)

29 September to
4th October

Istanbul, Turkey

Apimondia 2017

30th September

National Beekeeping Centre
Stoneleigh Park, CV8 2LG

County Honey Show and Autumn
County Lectures

26th to 28th
October

Sandown Race Course,
Surrey

National Honey Show

17th to 19th
November

Woodside Hotel, Kenilworth

Central Association of
Beekeepers (CABK) Conference

BBC Countryfile Live

Thursday 3rd to Sunday 6th August 2017, Blenheim Palace, Woodstock OX20 1PS
https://countryfilelive.com
If you would like to steward at this event please contact Gordon Robbins
e-mail bbkasc@gmail.com tel. 07900 852236. If you do volunteer to be a steward,
we hope to provide access to the event for a chosen partner.

Warwickshire County Honey Show

Saturday 30th September 2017, National Beekeeping Centre, Stoneleigh Park,
Kenilworth CV8 2LG
We are looking for a bumper number of entries. The Honey Show schedule is
available at https://warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk Start preparing your exhibits now!
10.30 Lecture 1 – ‘Nectar Preferences of Honeybees’ presented by Laura Jones of
the Botanic Gardens of Wales. Since April 2016, plants in flower have been
correlated, month by month, with pollen found in nectar / honey stored by the bees in
the Garden’s hives.
12.00 Lecture 2 - ‘The Geological History of Britain’. The presenter, geologist Jo
Hands of Warwickshire Wildlife Trust, will focus on how the underlying rock strata
affects our local flora and fauna.

National Honey Show

Thursday 26th to Saturday 28th October 2017, Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher,
KT10 9AJ www.honeyshow.co.uk
The main lecture programme runs across all three days and is delivered by
international scientists and experts on a variety of topics. You can see this year’s full
programme at http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/lectures-and-workshops.php and view
previous years’ lectures on the National Honey Show YouTube Channel.
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Warwickshire Events
1 July

2.00

4 July
5 July

7.00

8&9
July

Branch Apiary Meeting & every following
Saturday in July
Highbury Park, Kings Heath

Birmingham

Branch Apiary Meeting & every following
Tuesday in July. Sutton Park Apiary

Sutton
Coldfield

Branch Apiary Meeting & every following
Wednesday evening
Ravenshaw Apiary, Solihull

Solihull

Godiva Festival
Greenspace Tent, War Memorial Park

Coventry

10 July

7.30

Second Monday Meeting
The Gate Inn, Upper Brailes, OX15 5AX

Shipston

13 July

5.15

Branch Apiary Meeting
Plantasia, Dobbies Garden Centre, Hartshill,
Nuneaton

Nuneaton &
Atherstone

16 July

3.00

Branch Apiary Meeting
Ryton Apiary, Garden
Organic, Ryton on Dunsmore

Coventry

16 July

10.30

Members Apiary Meeting
David & Jaqui Jones, Hook Norton

Shipston

Pizza and Puddings in aid of Bees Abroad/Bees
for Development. Add your name to the list at the
apiary or email amanda.cadge@gmail.com

Solihull

16 July

19 July

12 noon Wednesday Lunch
The Village, Alcester Road, Moseley, B13 8JR
The Village Website Bdbka.socsec@aol.com /
0121 444 4005

20 July

Birmingham

Bar-Bee-Q All welcome
Sutton Park Apiary

Sutton
Coldfield

13 July

5.15

Branch Apiary Meeting
Plantasia, Dobbies Garden Centre, Hartshill,
Nuneaton

Nuneaton &
Atherstone

28 July

7.30

Friday Social Skittles Evening
£10 with buffet. Selly Park Tavern, Birmingham.
Limited places. To book contact Diana Phillips
0121 444 4005, bdbka.socsec@aol.com

Birmingham

Branch Apiary Meeting & every following
Tuesday in August Sutton Park Apiary

Sutton
Coldfield

1 Aug
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Branch Apiary Meeting & every following
Saturday in August. Highbury Park, Kings Heath

Birmingham

5 Aug

Rowington & Lowsonford Show
(Please note the show this year is in Lowsonford.)

Solihull

5 Aug

Cherington Village Show
The Churchground, Cherington. (JRD taking point)

Shipston

10 Aug

5.15

Branch Apiary Meeting
Plantasia, Dobbies Garden Centre, Hartshill,
Nuneaton

Nuneaton &
Atherstone

12 Aug

10.00

Honey Extraction Day Noel Parker
One super per member. Winterbourne Apiary

Birmingham

12 Aug

Brailes Show
Brailes Village Hall, Brailes, OX15 5AS

Shipston

13 Aug

Fillongley Country Show
Craft Tent, The Showground, Fillongley

Coventry

Second Monday Meeting
The Gate Inn, Upper Brailes, OX15 5AX

Shipston

14 Aug

7.30

16 Aug

12 noon Wednesday Lunch
The Swan, Fairfield, Bromsgrove, B61 9NG
The Swan Website Bdbka.socsec@aol.com
0121 444 4005

19 Aug

Tysoe Village Show
Middle Tysoe, CV35 0SR (DN taking point)

Birmingham

Shipston

20 Aug

3.00

Branch Apiary Meeting
Coventry
Ryton Apiary, Garden Organic, Ryton on Dunsmore

24 Aug

5.15

Branch Apiary Meeting
Plantasia, Dobbies Garden Centre, Hartshill,
Nuneaton

Nuneaton &
Atherstone

Apiary Meeting & End of Season BBQ
The Gate Inn, Upper Brailes, OX15 5AX

Shipston

Friday Social
Loco Lounge, High Street, Kings Heath
Loco Lounge Website Bdbka.socsec@aol.com
0121 444 4005

Birmingham

24 Aug
TBC
25 Aug

7.30
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Warwickshire News
Coventry & District
Branch

Birmingham Branch

……So you think you would like to keep
bees?
This has been the title for many years of
two, one day courses on Saturdays that
I have given at Martineau Gardens in
Edgbaston. The gardens are just 2
miles from Birmingham City Centre and
comprise 2.5 acres of a mixture of
formal beds, vegetables, greenhouses
and an area of woodland, it is also
where Birmingham Beekeepers hold
their
annual honey show and the
competition is open to all beekeepers.
The course is limited to 10 persons and
covers all the basics without going into
the tricky technicalities. As beekeeping
is a hands on hobby, I take a car load of
equipment for demonstration and part of
the day is given over to the making up
of a National waxed super frame. This is
to prove that they can hammer a nail
into a piece of wood and they get to
take the finished item home. Depending
on the weather one of the last items of
the day is to don bee suits and walk
down to a clearing in the woodland
where the apiary is sited. Here they
have the opportunity to handle a frame
of bees. This really sorts them out but
I’m pleased to state that many who
survive this ordeal have subsequently
joined the branch and gone on to attend
specialist courses given by my
colleague Noel Parker
The last section of the day is to drive
the sort distance to my house where I
have set up the equipment for extracting
honey. Tea and cake is available as is a
shot of mead and/or honey beer.
This year, having collected a swarm on
the Friday evening there was the added
attraction of watching a swarm march
into a hive. A video is normally played
during the day showing the capture of a
swarm and subsequent hiving but
there’s nothing like the real thing!

www.covbeebranch.co.uk
The Coventry Branch has seen a
sudden surge in enthusiastic new
members recently and we are very
pleased to welcome them and plan to
offer as much support as we can whilst
they get to grips with learning the ropes
and dealing with their first colonies. Our
swarm collectors have been very busy
and all the new members have now
been supplied with at least one colony
of bees. Dave Bonner has begun a well
attended Thursday evening training
session for the beginners at the Ryton
apiary and they are gaining valuable
experience in handling the bees and
learning the various techniques they
will need in due course.
Pete Barclay ran a wax melting and
equipment cleaning workshop at Ryton
on 11th June and again many of our new
members came along to learn and help.
The equipment required doesn’t have to
cost a fortune and Pete has a
homemade wax melter consisting of a
large plastic storage box connected to a
steam wallpaper stripper. The box holds
10 or 11 frames at a time and the steam
melts the wax out which is then run off
into a bucket. Once melted out the
frames were then scrubbed clean in a
solution of hot water and washing soda
whilst the brood boxes were scorched.
Now we need a workshop to get the
new foundation back into the frames! It
was a case of many hands make light
work and grateful thanks go to the
members who came along to help with
this less than glamorous aspect of
beekeeping!
Plans for the Godiva Festival are now
well advanced and we are looking
forward to seeing some new faces
helping on the stand this year. All we
need now is for the good weather to last
and it should be a great weekend.

John Gale
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Don’t worry if you have missed out on
volunteering for Godiva, we will also be
looking for members to help on the
stand at Fillongley Country Show in
August which is another great day out.

few and the sun always shine when you
visit your apiary.

John Twidle
Rugby Branch

Julia Barclay
Nuneaton & Atherstone
Branch

The Rugby hands-on practical meeting
sessions at the apiary are going well.
Do attend at Rokeby House, Barby
Road when you can. The next dates
booked are July 1st and August 5th
from 2-4 pm.
A number of our members attended the
'Beyond the Basics' training earlier in
the year and recently completed the
practical at Solihull apiary; a course to
be recommended. A very informative
and interactive session with a wealth of
information to share. An excellent day to
complete the course.
The Dunchurch Fete preparations are
well underway; the fete always provides
a warm, happy atmosphere and a
wonderful opportunity to discuss the
role and importance of honeybees to all
age groups.
The website swarm map is certainly
looking interesting; please report the
locations of swarms to Rowan - https://
rugbybeekeepers.org/cms/index.php/
swarms.
The June gap may be a time when the
bees need a little assistance with food if
the weather is poor or little forage is
available but remember, do not feed
with the supers on.
The branch social 'Bring and Share' is
to be held on July 22nd, kindly hosted by
Cathy Moore in Brinklow, please look
out for further details.
The branch extractor can be pre
booked and loaned by Steve Martin,
please see June's newsletter for his
email address.

Our outdoor season has now fallen into
the regular pattern and every other
Thursday sees a cohort of both
seasoned and novice beekeepers
having an experience, appropriate to
their needs. The bees continue to tear
up the rule book and present a variety
of challenges with, on one occasion, a
swarm playing chase around the apiary
with their intended captor. Fortunately,
on this occasion, the chaser won.
Due to some gentle arm twisting by our
Education Officer, it is encouraging to
see an increase in the numbers of
members taking (and passing) the
Basic Assessment. Congratulations to
all concerned.
In addition to our now regular outdoor
meetings, we staffed a display over the
Spring Bank Holiday where both
experienced and less experienced
members volunteered to be on hand to
answer questions from the general
public about the bees in the display hive
in particular, as well as more general
questions about supporting bees
through careful planting in their
gardens. For those members who were
not able to play an active part this time,
the August Bank Holiday will present
another opportunity to interact with the
gardeners visiting the garden centre of
our apiary landlords, Dobbies.
Although regular visits to our local
garden centre are enjoyable, for those
willing to travel a little further afield, it
was an impressive sight to visit the
recent RHS Chatsworth show where
visits to the BBKA display from
members of the public averaged out at
some 5,000 people per day.
May your supers be full, your swarms

Gail Plester
Shipston Branch

It was great to see so many new faces
at the June Second Monday Meeting at
The Gate in Upper Brailes and very
timely too as the practical apiary
sessions on Monday and Thursday
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evenings started on June 15th and will
run from 7 – 9pm (possibly adjourning
to the pub afterwards for further
discussion). They are open to any
Shipston members but anyone wanting
to attend needs to contact David Blower
if they haven't done so already. We had
several in-depth discussions about how
to cream honey, how to manage oil
seed rape honey, varroa monitoring and
treatment at this time of year and uniting
colonies. The meeting confirmed there
is great interest in purchasing a melting
table to deal with honey, which has
crystallised on the comb.
See next month's report on the visit to
Sulgrave Manor arranged by member
Sue McNally.
July's open apiary meeting will be
hosted by David and Jacqui Jones on
Sunday July 16th at Long Compton
starting at 10.30am, details to follow.
Ebrington Open Farm Sunday saw the
start of the summer show and fete
season, and our new gazebo.
Cherington, Brailes and Tysoe shows
follow in quick succession – see diary
dates. If you would like to help on a
stand to share your passion for bees by
talking to the public about the
importance of honeybees, or sell honey
please contact the secretary who will
forward your details to the organiser.

underway with our chairman Mark
welcoming everyone and thanking our
own catering duo Mandy and Denise for
the
delicious
food
they
had
prepared. Tea and coffee proved to be
more popular this year rather than the
home made Elderflower and Honey
cordial and the Rhubarb Apple and
Ginger cordial. Mark also gave a special
thanks to the Apiary Management team
for all their hard work, dedication
throughout the years and for making the
apiary the lovely setting it is. Despite
some showers, we all had an enjoyable
afternoon.
Solihull Go Green is an annual event
attended by Solihull Beekeepers; an
all-day event held in Mell Square in the
centre of Solihull. There was plenty of
interest in bees from all generations.
This year we had many questions about
bumblebees from “I’ve got bees flying in
and out of my roof” to “I’ve got fat furry
bees in my garden and wondered if a
beekeeper would be interested in them”
etc… The children were all fascinated
by the observation hive and enjoyed
looking for the queen. Several times
young and old alike asked if the queen
was born with a yellow dot on her
back!
I think some people were
disappointed
to
learn
that
the
beekeeper puts it there. Quite a few
people showed a keen interest in
learning about beekeeping and honey,
we gave out information leaflets about
the apiary and courses we run so we
hope we have made a few new friends.
But then there were others who didn’t
want to join a ‘club’ and wanted to go it
alone
look
out
for
extra
swarms! Perhaps we make it look too
easy?
On a final note thank you to Richard &
Denise for their feedback on the above
events.

Margery Blower
Solihull Branch

June has been a rather busy month for
our branch as colonies have grown and
nucs have become established under
the watchful eye of our apiary team.
The month started off with a group of
volunteers who set to work to create
wild flower gardens in our apiary, which
I am sure the bees will all enjoy.
Just by chance a perfect teaching
opportunity presented itself during one
of our apiary meetings - a prime swarm
settled in a near by hedge. The apiary
team skilfully demonstrated the dos and
don'ts of collecting and housing a
swarm.
The “Chairman’s Afternoon” got

Channy Collins
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Sutton Coldfield &
North Birmingham
Branch
th

process, the processing room and have
a strategy. You should also have a
Hazard Analysis Critical Control Points
(HACCP). It is also important to note
that Food Hygiene starts in the apiary!
Progress
Monitor the progress you are making
with records – varroa numbers,
personal development. Not necessarily
having more colonies but improved
knowledge and on-going education.
If you want to get better, challenge how
you do things, read authoritative books,
attend lectures and training courses.
You have lots of resources; local
associations, Warwickshire Association,
BBKA and the National Bee Unit (NBU).

18 May 2017 Practical Beekeeping
Dave Bonner a Master Beekeeper,
Seasonal Bee Inspector and member of
the Coventry Branch gave an informal,
pleasant and cheery talk on what he
describes the 5 P’s; Planning, Position,
Prevention, Process and Progress.
Planning
What you want to achieve over the
year. One should consider, the number
of colonies you want to maintain at your
apiary site/sites. Other considerations,
equipment and standards ie. where you
want your bee space.
Know what equipment you have and
ensure it’s ready and prepared for use.
It’s no point in having unmade brood
boxes, super frames and foundation
when you desperately need it built and
ready to go.
It helps to know what forage will be
around, so get to know your
environment. If you’re in a rural location
what crops, what will local farmers be
planting?
Position
Ask questions about position. Review
your apiary site. Does it meet your
requirements, is it suitable? Should you
move sites? Consider, does it have the
forage you expected, is it still easy to
access? The public should also be
taken into consideration. Is the location
secure? Does the location make
beekeeping enjoyable?
Prevention (Panic Prevention)
If the equipment isn’t ready and built,
burn it! It’s no use having it flat packed.
Swarms - have a swarm prevention
strategy and stick with it. Ensure the
colonies have plenty of space. In April
mark the queens and start your weekly
inspections. Check all your equipment
and see if you need more. Repair
damaged and stressed equipment.
Process
Dave suggested we should standardise
things. The apiary, the extraction

Jitesh Patel

Birmingham & District
Beekeepers Association

Annual Open
Honey Show
2017
16th & 17th September
For schedule and entry form
contact
Jan Willetts
email:
bdbkashowsec@gmail.com
Tel: 07511284586
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Denis Keyte
(1929 – 2017)

Denis was a long-time member of Solihull Branch and Stratford Beekeepers
Association, who had been keeping bees for much of his life. He was a keen
showman and won many cups over the years for his honey, which was always
beautifully presented. His dark honey, which was at least 10 years old, was
particularly noteworthy. He was also a Master Beekeeper.
He had lived all his life in Wootton Wawen where he was very much involved in many
aspects of village life and his local Catholic church. He was a graduate of
Birmingham University and was employed at Dunlop, where he was in charge of the
electron microscope until his retirement.
A man of many interests, he particularly enjoyed walking; organising walks locally as
well as for beekeeping friends and producing booklets on Warwickshire walks. He
was also a very keen and knowledgeable gardener with a large garden and at one
time, two allotments.
His funeral was well attended by his family and many friends, from the village where
he was clearly much loved, and from beekeeping. His hives, in the field next to his
house, had been draped in black and after the service Stratford beekeepers went
through the ancient ritual of ‘telling the bees’ that their master had died.
Denis had been active until the end of his life when he suffered a major stroke and
died a few days later without regaining consciousness.

Celia F Davis

‘Telling the bees’ Photo: Jim Hamilton
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The announcement of
death in many English
villages, was made by
tapping three times on
the hives with the
house-keys saying at
the same time, "Bees,
bees,
bees,
your
master is dead, and
you must work for..."
naming
the
future
owner. In some areas
the
bees
were
traditionally invited to
the funeral and it was
thought that that they
would die should this
compliment be omitted.
Mourners often put
some wine and honey
for the bees in front of
the hive on the day of
the funeral.
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Problems with oilseed rape honey
Celia F Davis
the quality spoiled.

Some years ago, I had my first
sleepless night as a result of
beekeeping (I have had many since), as
I had arrived home after a holiday to
find all the supers on six colonies full of
solid oilseed rape honey. I had few
spare supers left to replace them with
and full colonies. Of course this is one
of those problems which, with
forethought and planning, should not
happen. But it does.

So, equipment is fine, but going back to
my problem; I had no such melters. I
was not sure that the problem was
going to arise sufficiently frequently to
warrant the expense, so I did the only
alternative: cut out the combs, cut them
up into small chunks, put them into
honey buckets and melt them out in the
warming cabinet at 50oC. The buckets,
once melted, were cooled down, the
wax floated to the top with the honey
beneath. The honey was then filtered.
Not ideal and to my mind the honey
tasted tainted, but it did solve the
immediate problem, I could re-wax the
frames and get them back on the hives.

An immediate solution is to remove the
frames and replace them with new
ones, and although this gets over the
immediate problem, it still leaves a lot of
frames full of set honey. The only way
round this problem is to melt out the
honey, but this is not without its
problems when you are a small scale
beekeeper. Larger scale beekeepers
have equipment to do the job, usually
an Api melter, an expensive piece of kit
which melts out the honey and wax,
in a thermostatically-controlled tank,
separates out the two and leaves the
beekeeper with a block of wax and the
liquid honey. It does not have to be
continually supervised but will get on
with it once the frames are loaded.
However, there are cheaper options
including a smaller tank, available from
a well-known equipment supplier, which
would do the job. Not having used it, it
would be wise to check the
measurements as I believe it would take
a National super frame but I am not
sure about anything bigger. There is
also a melter which can be put into a
container and will melt the honey. This
kind of equipment would probably be
adequate for the small-scale beekeeper.
The important point to consider is that it
must be thermostatically-controlled so
that the honey is not overheated and

The real solution to these problems, if
you only have a few hives, is to keep a
very careful eye on the honey and
remove it rapidly once it is sufficiently
ripe. It must then either be kept warm,
or extracted immediately. The problem
that arises here is that oilseed rape is
such a strong nectar flow that the bees
frequently do not cap it completely and
that the normal criterion for judging
ripeness is not present. This can be
tested by giving the frame a sharp
shake while holding it horizontal: if
honey flies out give it a bit longer, but if
it stays put in the frame it is usually
safe to extract. It is better to use some
rapid method for clearing the supers,
not Porter bee escapes, as honey left
unattended by bees on top of the hive
cools down and is very likely to
granulate.
Oilseed rape presents many challenges
but it is such a good nectar and pollen
producer that it is worth it. It sets with a
fine granulation and is ideal to use for
later seeding to produce a fine quality
soft-set honey.

10

Warwickshire Beekeeper

July 2017

The Preparation of Honey and other Hive Products
for Sale and / or the Show Bench
Workshop Saturday 29th July 2017
Oxhill Village Hall, CV35 0QU
9.30 for 10.00am start. Finish approx. 3.00pm
Cost £15 including refreshments and lunch

Attendance at this event is should benefit every beekeeper from the
absolute beginner with a frame or two of honey for home consumption, to
those already selling their honey crop and wishing to expand into candle and
mead making. There should be no difference between the care taken to
present / sell hive products to the public and that necessary to be
successful at showing.
The preparation and marketing of polish, soaps, balms and creams will be
touched upon as will the need for hygiene in the apiary as well as in the
kitchen.
To book your place (numbers are limited) contact the Workshop Convenor
and Warwickshire Honey Show Secretary

Douglas Nethercleft – tel. 07850 352905, e-mail djn0001@aol.com

No Reasonable
Offer Refused

BBKA Swarmline

I am struggling to do right by my
bees, so I must cut right down. I am
happy to split up into lots to suit.
Here’s what I need to reduce by:
 4 hives
 All related components
 4 colonies of bees
 Plus nuclei if they don’t go
quickly
 Nuc box
Experience needed, although I will
be able to give some support
initially.

If you would like to volunteer to
man the BBKA Swarmline, a
link to the calendar and contact details for queries is published under the
member’s
area of the
website. Go to
www.warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
To log in to the members area;
Username: beekeeper
Password: drone

Contact
Julia Wallis
02476328527
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Honeybee Mating - Part 6
John Chambers
Poor mating

There are somewhere in the region of
150 Complimentary Sex Determiner
(CSD) alleles in the honey bee. A
queen bee that successfully mates with
several drones, none of which
come from the parent colony, should
acquire a reservoir of sperm that
overwhelmingly contains CSD alleles
different from those in her own genome.
A very low percentage (ideally 0%) of
the fertilised eggs that she lays should
be cannibalised for being homozygous
for the CSD gene. This translates into a
solid brood pattern with very few empty
cells in it.

Mating with insufficient or poor-quality
drones results in an incompletely-filled
spermatheca, perhaps with half a
million sperm rather than the more
typical 5 million. The queen soon fails
to lay fertilized eggs and becomes a
drone layer. Poor mating can be the
result of persistent poor weather,
delayed mating, insufficient drones in
the area to adequately populate a
drone congregation area or poor
quality drones, the latter often being
due to beekeeping errors such as
disturbing the incubation temperature
of drone brood during hive inspections
or other manipulations within the
apiary. Queen bees that only mate 3-4
weeks post-eclosion generally fail
quicker.

Photo: BBKA

Inbreeding

Whenever a virgin queen bee mates
with one of her brothers, it is inevitable
that the sperm she receives will contain
one of the two CSD genes in her own
genome. Each time such a sperm
fertilises one of her eggs, there is a
50% chance that the result will be
homozygous for the CSD gene and will
therefore be cannibalised. The greater
the degree of inbreeding, the more
gaps will be evident within the brood
pattern [114]. Pronounced inbreeding
results in a “shotgun brood pattern”
and, with 100% inbreeding, 50% of
worker larvae will routinely be
cannibalised.

Photo: Norfolk BKA

The physiological pre-mating state can
be maintained for about 3 weeks if
absolutely necessary. However, the
quality of mating deteriorates towards
the end of this time frame. If the queen
still remains unmated about 35-42 days
post-eclosion, she will start to lay
unfertilized eggs that can only produce
haploid drones. In order to avoid
the disappointment of a poorly-mated
or unmated queen, it is prudent to
remove any queen that is not laying
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The development and sexual maturation
of honeybee drones is very temperature
sensitive.
Optimal
drone
brood
temperature is 34.5°C and deviation in
either direction of just 1.5°C has a
significant adverse impact on the sperm
count. Heat-based treatments for varroa
probably sterilise the drones in the
process. Likewise, if drone bees are
exposed to temperatures of 39°C or
higher post-eclosion, their sperm counts
deteriorate dramatically. Such scenarios
can arise when drones are transported
between sites.
The small drones derived from
unfertilized eggs laid in worker cells by
drone laying queens and the drones
derived from laying-worker eggs will
have low sperm counts, as will the
drones from colonies with high levels of
varroa infestation [119]. Other problems
with drone fitness can arise when there
is considerable inbreeding in a
particular geographic area or when
drone numbers are insufficient to fully
populate a DCA, thereby allowing less
fit drones a greater opportunity to
successfully mate.

eggs satisfactorily three weeks posteclosion.

Queenlessness

Perhaps 6% virgin queens fail to return
from their mating flight [115]. After about
40 days of queenlessness, laying
workers become considerably more
numerous and problematic within the
hive, typically laying 2-5 unfertilised
eggs on the side walls of brood cells.
These can result in small, functional but
low-quality drones that can engage in
mating flights, although they are at a
competitive disadvantage to the full
sized drones derived from queenright
colonies.

This concludes John’s excellent and
thoroughly researched article
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Drone fitness

Drone fitness varies considerably
between colonies, with sperm counts
ranging between 3 and 12 million per
drone [116, 117]. At best, perhaps one
third to a half of all drone eggs develop
into sexually mature drones and this is
perhaps
representative
of
the
importance that the colony places on
drone quality. Larger drones contain
more sperm [24] and the larger the
volume of sperm inseminated into a
queen by a drone, the greater the
proportion of sperm from that drone that
enters the spermatheca [118].
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Honey Alchemy
Honey Scum Cakes
This recipe was adapted to make the most of all of our honey that’s not quite clear
enough to sell or exhibit (you know, the few pounds of scum skimmed off the top of
the honey bucket or with bits of bee or wax that you really don’t want to throw away)
It’s officially called Bakers Honey.
Don’t be tempted to substitute the icing sugar for more honey, you need the sugar
to keep the light texture
They are always well received at the Solihull Apiary and also won first prize several
times at the local honey show (and even achieved a second at County level).
I usually drizzle with a little of the good stuff to finish. I serve the cup-cakes warm
with ice cream as a dessert or baked as a tray bake for the apiary (it then cuts into
18 decent portions)

Need
200g Butter (melted)
100g Shelled pistachios finely chopped
20g Shelled pistachios roughly chopped
100g Icing sugar
100g Bakers honey
100g Ground almonds
100g Plain flour
5 Large egg whites (use the yolks to make
ice cream…)

Do
Heat oven to 200°C/180°C fan / Gas Mark 6
Line a 12 hole muffin tin with cupcake wrappers
Mix 100g of finely chopped pistachios with the icing sugar, ground almonds and flour.
Roughly chop the remaining pistachios and set aside.
Froth the egg whites with a fork, then pour into the ground nuts and flour mixture with
the melted butter and mix well.
Portion the mixture into the cupcake cases (I use an ice cream scoop)
Scatter with the chopped pistachios
Bake for 15-20 minutes until they are risen, springy to the touch and a skewer inserted comes out clean.
Drizzle with a little of your best honey while still warm
Serve them warm or at room temperature with a scoop of honey ice cream and
topped with a scattering of extra pistachios and a little extra honey, if you like (who
doesn’t…)
You’re Welcome!

Mandy Cadge
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DID YOU KNOW?

Bees can detect electric fields.

Professor Daniel Roberts of Bristol University has proved that bees can detect these
fields but the usefulness to bees of this ability is not fully understood. As bees fly they
gather a positive electric charge because of the slight ionisation of the atmosphere,
particularly when it is dry. This charge is quite low, probably about 100 volts. As a
bee approaches a flower, normally earthed through the water rich stem, the
difference in potential over say, five or so centimetres sets up an electric field
detectable to the bee. Professor Roberts suggests that if a bee actually alighted on
part of a flower, say the pollen source, some charge would transfer to the flower part.
The resulting raised potential may last some time so that a second bee approaching
the same pollen source soon after would experience a smaller difference of potential
and therefore less of an electric field. Thus bees could use this ability to save time
and precious energyas they would be able to know before landing on the flower
whether it had already been visited in the recent past.
Peter Carden Beekeepers Association of the ACT via ebees

Beekeepers should keep
chickens!

In 2015 Chistophe Bitauld, a farmer
from Ille-et-Vilaine in France, suffered
tremendous losses of bee colonies due
to predation by Asian hornets however,
last year he noticed that his Poule noire
de Janzé hens, a breed known to climb
trees to search out food, were also
seeking out hornets hawking outside of
his bee hives. They were eating them
after removing their heads. Now he is
renting the hens out to neighbouring
beekeepers. In recognition of his bright
idea, he has been awarded €5000
http://www.bretagne-bretons.fr/poulejanze-frelons-asiatiques/

How many eyes does a bee
have?

Via ebees

Besides two compound eyes, each
consisting of some 6 thousand facets,
bees also have three ocelli. These are
on the top of the head.
The ocelli are concerned with
differences in light intensity and are
also particularly sensitive to ultra violet
light
Bournemouth & Dorset South BKA via
ebees
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DID YOU ALSO KNOW?
Just before it rains, bees are extra busy.
Research which involved attaching RF trackers to three hundred individual
honeybees to track their movements and behaviour, suggests bees are very good at
detecting atmospheric changes, such as that of temperature, pressure and humidity
that often come along just before changes in weather are likely to occur.
Just before a rainy day, honeybees were found to spend more time flying around
outside the hive, looking for nectar and pollinating plants, but on days following
rainfall, when it would be perfectly sunny outside, bees were a bit lazier and stayed
around at the hive longer. On sunnier days, honeybees would spend less time
outside the hive foraging, and would return to the hive earlier than they would on
days just before it rained.
This behaviour also suggests honeybees are excellent preparers and know when to
take advantage of flowers and food gathering before rain makes that difficult. While it
is raining, they also use the time they have to process the resources they have just
collected. In these ways, even when a long period of bad weather is due, honeybees
try to ensure their survival.
Source: Insect Science via New Scientist and Ipswich & East Suffolk BKA
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Caveat Emptor
Be aware that Warwickshire Beekeepers Association is not responsible for any
goods or services advertised in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the website. Anyone
purchasing bees or nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are disease free and
that they are aware of the provenance of any queens.
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