Warwickshire Beekeeper

WARWICKSHIRE
BEEKEEPER

February 2017

February 2017

Issue No: 669

PUBLIC ENEMY NUMBER ONE?
Beekeepers asked to be vigilant in 2017
(Page 14)

Photo: Non Native Species Secretariat

Newsletter of the Warwickshire Beekeepers’ Association
Registered Charity No. 500276

Warwickshire Beekeeper

February 2017

National & International Events 2017
When?

Where?

What?

4th March

National Beekeeping Centre
Stoneleigh Park, CV8 2LG

WBKA Spring County Lectures

4th March

Hall H3
Stoneleigh Park, CV8 2LG

BeeTradex

25th March

Welsh Beekeepers Association
Convention

Old Food Hall, Royal Welsh
Agricultural Showground,
Builth Wells, Powys, LD2 3SY

7th to 9th April

Harper Adams University
Newport, Shropshire

BBKA Spring Convention

30th July to 4th
August

Gormaston, Ireland

Gormaston Summer School

3rd to 6th
August

Blenheim Palace,
Woodstock, Oxfordshire

BBC Countryfile Live

15th to 17th
September

Royal Agricultural University,
Cirencester, Gloucestershire

Midland & South Western
Counties Convention (MSWCC)

29 September to
4th October

Istanbul, Turkey

Apimondia 2017

30th September

National Beekeeping Centre
Stoneleigh Park, CV8 2LG

County Honey Show and Autumn
County Lectures

26th to 28th
October

Sandown Race Course,
Surrey

National Honey Show

17th November
TBC

Woodside Hotel, Kenilworth

Central Association of
Beekeepers (CABK) Conference

Stratford Beekeepers would like to invite Warwickshire Members to a talk;
‘The

Hive, A Processing Centre’
Pete Sutcliffe

Luddington Village Hall, Stratford CV37 9SD on Friday February 24th at 7.30pm
This talk was one of the highlights at the recent BIBBA Isle of Man Conference, which
ran for three days with 28 presentations. Pete Sutcliffe has been keeping bees for
over thirty years and now works with his wife keeping an average of 20 colonies on
various sites in the Dane Valley in Cheshire.
Pete is a Master Beekeeper and was a member of the BBKA Examinations Board,
Chair of the BBKA’s Education and Husbandry Committee, a Correspondence
Course Tutor, a Basic and General Husbandry Assessor and he has set and marked
Module examinations. He is also active within Cheshire BKA editing the Cheshire
BKA magazine for several years and is presently County Education Secretary,
Archivist and Chairman of his local Branch.
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Warwickshire Events
7 Feb

Social Evening
Park House

Sutton
Coldfield

7 Feb

7.30pm

Branch AGM & Asian Hornet Trap Workshop
Rob Stevenson
Hatters Space Community Centre, Upper Abbey
Street, Nuneaton, CV11 5DN

Nuneaton &
Atherstone

7 Feb

7.30 9.00pm

Beginners Beekeeping Course - 6 week course
Winterbourne House & Gardens
http://winterbourne.org.uk 0121 414 3003

Birmingham

13 Feb

7.00pm

Branch AGM
Brailes Village Hall, Brailes, OX15 5AS

Shipston

13 Feb

7.30pm

Branch AGM
Followed by International Young Beekeepers
Younis Bashir
Solihull Methodist Church

Solihull

15 Feb

7.30pm

Branch AGM
Friends Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby

Rugby

15 Feb

7.30pm

North Cotswold BKA Lecture
Hunting the Asian Hornet Gordon Bull
Adelstrop Village Hall, GL56 0UN

Shipston

Branch AGM
Erdington Methodist Centre

Sutton
Coldfield

16 Feb
18 Feb

9.30 to
4.30pm

18 - 19
Feb

Beyond the Basic Course
Solihull School, Warwick Road, Solihull, B91 3DJ
Beginners Weekend Beekeeping Course
Eathorpe Village Hall

Coventry

20 Feb

7.30pm

Branch AGM Followed by Beekeeping Artefacts Coventry
Show & Tell. If you have any interesting or antique
beekeeping equipment, photographs or other
memorabilia bring it along!
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane, CV5 9EQ

24 Feb

7.30pm

Branch AGM & Supper Buffet
Dame Elizabeth Hall, Firbank Close, Bournville,
B30 1UA

24 Feb

7.30pm

Invitation from Stratford Beekeepers
The Hive as a Processing Centre Peter Sutcliffe
Luddington Village Hall, CV37 9SD

7 Mar

7.30pm

Branch Meeting
Taking Bees to the Heather Mike Townsend
Hatters Space Community Centre, Upper Abbey
Street, Nuneaton, CV11 5DN
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7 Mar

Social Evening
Park House

Sutton
Coldfield

13 Mar

Second Monday Meeting
The Gate Inn, Upper Brailes

Shipston

15 Mar

Branch Meeting Subject TBC
Friends Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby

Rugby

North Cotswold BKA Lecture
Tips & Tricks You Don’t Find in the Books
Dave Maslen
Adelstrop Village Hall, GL56 0UN

Shipston

Branch Meeting Subject TBC
Erdington Methodist Centre

Sutton
Coldfield

Branch Meeting
Preparing for the season ahead
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane, CV5 9EQ

Coventry

15 Mar

7.30pm

18 Mar
20 Mar

7.30pm

22 Mar

31 Mar

22nd Warwickshire Beekeepers Association
AGM
National Beekeeping Centre
Stoneleigh Park
7.30pm

Branch Meeting The Ins & Outs of Indoor
Beekeeping & Other Stories Ian Hands
Dame Elizabeth Hall, Firbank Close, Bournville,
B30 1UA

Birmingham

From the Chairman
We have held our last Trustee Meeting prior to the Association AGM, which will take
place on March 22nd at 7.30 pm at Stoneleigh. We hope as many of you as possible
will attend. The Charity Commission has approved the new Constitution, as have the
Trustees and it will be circulated to all Branch Secretaries with the papers for the
AGM. Although it is a long document and may look daunting, it is intended to provide
a framework and reference point for the future and we confidently commend it to you.
I am happy to say that we have nominations for all posts within the Association but
that does not prevent anyone who wishes to put their name forward for a particular
position from doing so.
The Honey Show sub-committee appears to be thriving and is full of lively
enthusiastic people, headed by Douglas Nethercleft. Despite all their hard work, the
Show will only be a success if you, the members, participate by staging exhibits.
Yes, it needs a bit of planning and a bit of work, but it really is not that difficult as long
as you read the schedule carefully, adhere to it, and pay strict attention to
cleanliness. Remember that you can never win anything if you do not enter. Two of
our Solihull members, one a novice, entered the County Show for the first time last
year and came away each with a first prize card for their honey. Can you beat them?

Celia Davis
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Warwickshire News
It is a long time ago now but the
Coventry Christmas social quiz went
very well. Five teams competing not to
get the wooden spoon. As it turned out
the results were very close – ranging
from 56.5 points to 49 points out of a
total of 70 marks.

Birmingham & District
Branch

Firstly two items of importance: Those
members who have not yet renewed
their annual membership are kindly
asked to do so however, note that
subscriptions to Bee Craft are no longer
available.
Secondly, our AGM and
buffet supper take place on Friday 24th
February at Dame Elizabeth Hall, we do
hope to see you there.
Looking ahead to the rest of this year I
am working on our Calendar of Events.
In 2016 we enjoyed a full programme
with speakers, apiary meetings and
social events which many, if not all,
members were able to attend and enjoy.
I plan to arrange more of the same
quality speakers for our autumn/winter
season and to this end ask you to let
me know if there are any subjects you
would particularly like to hear about or
suggestions for speakers.
I would
welcome from the Social Secretaries of
other branches, contact suggestions for
and details of, the speakers your
membership
found
particularly
interesting and worthwhile.
Please
send your requests and/or suggestions
to me at bdbka.socsec@aol.co.uk

Buffet time

Quiz time

Diana Phillips
Coventry & District
Branch

www.covbeebranch.co.uk
The days are getting longer and the
wildlife
is
confused
by
the
ever-changing weather; winter one day,
spring the next, back to winter etc. The
bees at the branch apiary are equally
confused however, when they were
treated with Api-bioxal it gave us the
opportunity to see how many seams of
bees there were.
In general, the
colonies were strong. The four nucs are
doing well but requiring increasing
amounts of fondant to keep them going.

Tidy up time
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Now it is time to look after the bees,
making sure they have food – both
honey and pollen and to plan for the
season ahead to make sure we have
everything we need.
Take full
advantage of the Tradex show and the
Spring Convention.

simple, some less so, which he had
experience of collecting.
We now look forward to the forthcoming
season so that we can practice these
methods for ourselves.

John Twidle
Rugby Branch

Dave Bonner
Nuneaton and
Atherstone Branch

Another New Year starts and the branch
wishes you all well as we wait, prepare
and plan to see our colonies strong after
the winter weather. New Year’s apiary
resolutions are made and start well,
let’s hope we can all maintain them!
Rugby had a group social night for
Christmas with food, fun and a quiz by
Peter Dixon to end the year.
Peter
provided
stimulating
and
unpredictable questions however, Sam
and her team were prepared for the
unpredictable and took the glory of
being yet again, the winning team. Well
done and thank you to Peter and
everybody who was involved with the
event.
Our first group meeting will start with
Graham Royal’s talk on 'Apis Through
the Looking Glass', we all hope to leave
the session better prepared to help
our
bees
thrive
and
prosper.
The AGM is looming and will result in a
few changes for the branch members.
We have had a very successful and
active year but are always looking for
new faces to become part of our
friendly and proactive committee.
Maurice
West,
is
an
amazing
woodworker /craftsman who periodically
amazes us with his skills, showing what
can be achieved at home and producing
the most fantastic wooden hive
products. He tends to place them on
display at our annual Honey Show and
is always happy to discuss how to make
the items. Now Maurice has built a
superb display case to be auctioned at
our AGM. We thank him sincerely for
this and also for his encouragement to
us to attempt to make items for our own
apiaries.
The new beginner’s course will start
soon. Should you know of anybody

We began our 2017 season with a
well-received presentation from Clive
Joyce on the perennial issue of
swarming and its prevention. Clive
began by outlining the reasons why a
beekeeper should try to control the
process and how we can spot the signs
that indicate a colony is about to swarm.
He then moved on to describing the
mechanisms involved in swarming.
Observation was highlighted as the
beekeeper’s best friend, particularly
noting the production of drones, an
abnormally high number of attendants
around the queen, scout bees
investigating stored equipment for a
potential new home and the raising of
queen cells.
Clive advised that the three issues likely
to induce bees to swarm were
congestion, an aging queen and a
shortage
of
queen
substance
(pheromones). He was of the opinion
that there are almost as many methods
of swarm control as there are
beekeepers. All successful methods
involved following the principle that
there are three elements to a colony
(the queen, brood and adult bees) and
that if we can separate any one from a
colony, then it will consider that it has
already swarmed and so reduce the
urge to swarm, but bees don’t read
books and so there are no guarantees.
Space prevents a detailed consideration
of the possible methods to employ but
Clive covered each in turn with a
detailed and practical method to use.
To conclude, Clive gave examples of
several interesting swarms, some

6

Warwickshire Beekeeper

February 2017
a substantial supply of suitable plastic
bottles He still has plenty left if other
associations need any!
On April 22nd/ 23rd the branch is running
another Introduction to Beekeeping
Course.
Our Branch AGM will be held on
February 13th, 7.30 pm at Brailes village
hall. After the business meeting there
will be a buffet and guest speaker.

requiring a place, please ask them to
contact the Branch Secretary, Cathy
Moore.

Gail Plester
Shipston Branch

For our January Second Monday
Meeting, held at The Gate in Brailes,
members had been invited to contribute
to the meeting with their beekeeping
new years resolutions. These included
swarm prevention, shook swarm, queen
rearing and queen introduction. It is
interesting to note that all these topics
are being covered by the County's
Beyond the Basic Course.
Paul Lewis and Susan Newsome, who
did our 2016 Introduction to Beekeeping
course, live most of the year in north
west Spain. Beekeeping in this area has
been seriously affected by the Asian
Hornet. Paul and Susan came to the
meeting and gave an account of the
speed of the infestation which took the
local beekeepers by surprise. Without
any effective national intervention the
local beekeepers were galvanised into
action. They made and hung Asian
Hornet traps and Paul and Susan
brought two designs along for us to
copy. The NBU have just added (18th
January) to their web site a modified
design based on what they learnt from
last year's experiences at Tetbury.
Elsewhere in this copy of WB there is a
more detailed call to action from the
NBU.
The input from this meeting has
highlighted the importance of getting the
traps out in February, which is when the
queens appear and before they nest.
As a result of this first hand account
of the likely devastation from an
Asian Hornet infestation and given
Shipston's proximity to the recent
discovery, the branch decided to
bring forward our workshop for making
traps to late January. We would like to
recognise the help we have received
from Warwickshire Recycling. John
Hopwood, Sites Manager for the
Leamington area, has helped us source

Margery Blower
Solihull Branch

To greet in the New Year 2017, thirty
members of our branch gathered at
“The Farm” in Solihull for a meal and
drink. The food and service were
excellent. Thank you to Ian Davidson for
organising yet another successful
evening.
Just looking ahead; the Beginners
Beekeeping Course starts on Friday
February 3rd and runs for 8 weeks; 13th
February at 7.30pm is the Branch AGM
followed by the International Young
Beekeepers at Solihull Methodist
Church. In preparation for the coming
year don't forget BeeTradex on 4th
March at the National Beekeeping
Centre, Stoneleigh Park.
http://www.beetradex.co.uk/
Finally, If anyone is interested in
studying for the BBKA Module 1,
Honeybee Management please contact
Celia Davies.

Channy Collins
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Julia
I am very surprised that a beekeeper as experienced as Celia Davis categorically
stated that there are four rules in beekeeping which were facts. Beekeeping has very
few certainties and enormous variables depending on a very wide range of
circumstances. In particular, I strongly disagree with her Rules 1 and 3:
Rule 1
Bees will return to their hive providing that it is no more than one metre away from its
original position. If it is further away, they will not find it.
Rule 3
Young worker bees will always move to cover brood if they are able to. Although they
may be attracted to the queen, brood is far more attractive.
Regarding Rule 1, I have moved colonies within an apiary during summer more than
a few metres without any problem and also, especially on an autumn evening, up to
70 metres away, with the bees re-orientating during their morning flights.
Rule 3. I have needed young worker bees to add to nucs and have thus moved all
the open brood away from the queen in a box above a queen excluder. On several
occasions, I have found only a few bees tending the brood after this manipulation
with the result that chilling occurs. OK, maybe the colony wasn't strong enough,
maybe there were insufficient bees to cover two boxes, but this can happen. It is not
a procedure that you can rely on with certainty.
Beekeepers giving advice to readers must be very careful in their pronouncements,
although what Celia writes maybe the norm, they are not indisputable facts.
Yours sincerely,

John Phipps
Editor
The Beekeepers Quarterly
Natural Bee Husbandry
The Beekeepers Annual

Finding the Queen
Celia F Davis

As you will see above I have been taken to task by a very eminent and experienced
beekeeper, John Phipps, who was not happy with my statement of the ‘Rules of
Beekeeping’ last month. He is, of course, quite right: there are no hard and fast rules
in beekeeping and I apologise for breaking my own cardinal rule, which is to always
preface everything about bees’ behaviour by ‘usually’ or ‘normally’. My only excuse is
that I was trying to keep things simple.
Now on to this month – finding that elusive queen. Finding and marking queens is so
fundamental to bee husbandry that I believe it is the single most important thing
people can do as a preliminary to many other procedures. It is true that many
beekeepers go through their beekeeping life rarely seeing a queen and that there are
ways round most problems, but the advantages are many, not least the ability to spot
the queen fairly easily and therefore, being less inclined to leave her out at the side of
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the hive on a frame, squash her, or
accidentally get her in the wrong box.
Of course, care must be taken not to
damage her while she is being handled,
but queens are pretty tough individuals
on the whole.

technique: Lift each one smoothly from
the hive and, holding it always over the
hive, turn it so that you can see the side
that was furthest from you i.e. the side
that was darkest (we will call this the
dark side). Hold it well away from you
and look, not for an individual insect, but
for something that moves differently or
appears in a different configuration. Let
your eye move in a systematic way –
round the outside of the comb and
spiralling inwards to the centre, then
glance at the edges of the frame.
Queens will often try to get away from
the light so will move towards the edge.
Reverse the frame and look at the other
side in the same way. Then replace it
gently against the first frame you looked
at. You should try to be really quick as
the sooner you get through the combs
the better, both for keeping the queen in
place and for least disturbance of the
colony in general. Go through all the
combs in this way, remembering always
to look at the dark side first and, if you
haven’t spotted her, come back through
them. If you still haven’t spotted her, do
not go through them again.

If you have never found a queen, the
first fact to grasp is that it is, to some
extent a psychological problem. Try to
set aside one inspection, aimed solely
at finding the queen and approach it
with confidence: an ‘I will’ mind set,
rather than an ‘I might’ one. We will
assume, initially, that you wish to find a
queen in a normal colony which has
overwintered successfully. The time set
aside for the job should be on a quiet,
warm, sunny day in the early part of the
year, before the colony has reached full
strength and while the bees are still in a
benign frame of mind and haven’t
become tetchy.
Now to technique: approach quietly and
use as little smoke as possible, the aim
being to keep the colony working
normally and prevent the queen from
chasing madly round. Gently remove
any supers and the queen excluder and,
if there are two boxes comprising the
brood area, remove the top one and
place on an upturned roof (not on top of
a super even with a queen excluder
between). Look to see which box has
the most bees and cover the other one
with the crown board. Now concentrate
on the single box you have earmarked.
Remember that, providing you have
used little smoke and been very gentle
and quiet, the queen SHOULD be in the
brood nest undisturbed, BUT queens
can walk anywhere and it is quite
possible that she is on the outside
frame or the side of the hive, or the
floor, so don’t make assumptions. With
a modicum of luck, she will be occupied
with egg laying and surrounded by her
retinue.

Before

Photo: Celia Davis

If you removed a second box at the
beginning of this exercise you need to
inspect this but don’t put it back on top
of the first one. If this has all failed you

Remove the outside frame, look at it
quickly and put it somewhere safe (an
empty nuc box is ideal). Go through the
frames one by one using the following
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need to progress to the next stage:
Take out a few of the outermost frames
with no brood on them and put them in
your nuc box. Shake the bees off these
frames into the hive. Next arrange the
frames in tight pairs with spaces
between the pairs and leave the box
open. (With two boxes you can do both
at once.) Leave it open to the light for a
little time, five or ten minutes should be
sufficient. At this point, the help of a
companion is really useful. Return to
your box and lift out the first pair of
frames simultaneously. Quickly look at
the dark sides of the combs and
replace the pair in the hive. Do the
same with each of the other pairs. It is
amazing how often this works really
well and I have often done it with
beginners who spotted their queen
themselves as the pair of frames was
inspected.

Mastery of the Craft
Last month I was encouraging less
experienced beekeepers to consider
what BBKA offers by way of learning
support. This month we have cause to
celebrate someone who has become a
recognised master of our craft. David
Blower recently became a Master
Beekeeper, one who has proven his
knowledge and skills within BBKA’s
formal assessment process. David’s
accomplishments didn’t stop there
however as he thoroughly enjoyed
collecting his Wax Chandlers Prize
from the Lord Mayor of London at a
lunch at 500 year old Wax Chandler’s
Hall.
Given the number of people
taking modules nowadays, to score top
marks in BBKA examinations and
assessments
is
a
considerable
achievement and David joins the
august ranks of recipients of this prize,
which include Celia Davies and Bob
Gilbert from Warwickshire.
There are some changes to the
qualifications in 2017. Firstly, BBKA
Membership is now required for all
Basic Certificate candidates and
members must pass the Basic before
taking any module exams. Secondly,
Two new qualifications are also being
launched and will be available for
2018…
Bee Health Certificate
This is designed to improve candidate’s
knowledge of diseases and their
treatment. It is practical, will be carried
out at a local apiary by one assessor
and will take about 1.5hrs. Candidates
will have passed the Basic Certificate
and this qualification is aimed at those
beekeepers with only one or two hives
or those who are not yet ready to take
the General Husbandry assessment.

After!

Photo: Celia Davis

I’ve run out of space now, so with our
queen found we will wait, marker pens
poised, until next month when we will
continue to more advanced methods.

Bee Breeding Certificate
This is a higher level practical
qualification aimed at encouraging
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BBKA Annual Delegates’
Meeting

an improvement in bee breeding
methodology.
The assessment will
take place at the beekeepers own
apiary in two separate sessions. It will
cover practical skills, record keeping
and knowledge of bee breeding
techniques.
Candidates will have
already gained the General Husbandry
certificate.

14/01/17
Held this year at the National
Beekeeping
Centre
(NBC)
at
Stoneleigh, the hall was filled to
capacity with 57 of the 60 or so Area
Association (AA) delegates and other
interested (non-voting) parties. Of the
55k BBKA membership, some 800 are
individual members – the remainder
belong to AAs.
The business was conducted by John
Hendrie the BBKA President, and
Margaret Murdin the Chair. The tenor
of the meeting was calm compared
with the previous two occasions; a
single reference made to past
dissention was firmly put down by the
Chair.
The post of Treasurer had recently
become vacant and matters relating to
the 2015/16 accounts were ably dealt
with by the Finance Committee Chair,
Howard Poole. He was pleased to
report that, as a result of economies
and focused management, the Charity
had moved from running at a deficit to
a position of having achieved a small
surplus.
Albeit the paid posts of General
Manager, Fund Raiser and Press
Officer had recently been filled, there
were nine Trustee vacancies with just
seven applicants wanting to become
involved in the running of the BBKA on
a voluntary basis. Anyone with an
interest in seeing the craft of
beekeeping move forward and having
a relevant skill was urged to put
themselves forward – in particular
someone qualified to take on the role
of Treasurer.
My task as WBKA delegate was to
vote on the twelve propositions tabled
by various AAs in accordance with the
wishes of our eight Branches - all of
which had been canvassed by our
County Secretary. With several of the

Finally, here is a summary of all exam
and assessment dates for 2017;
ALL MODULE Examinations:
March -18th March 2017, (Applications
in by 10th February 2017)
November - 11th
November 2017,
(Applications in by 30th September
2017)
Advanced Certificate in Beekeeping
Husbandry :
9th / 10th / 11th June 2017
Reserve dates 23rd / 24th / 25th June
2017
(Applications in by 28th February 2017)
General Certificate in Beekeeping
Husbandry
Date by arrangement with the
Examinations
Board
Secretary
(Applications in by 28th February 2017)
Microscopy Certificate
25th / 26th November 2017 other dates
as required
(Applications in by 31st August 2017)
Basic and Junior Certificate
Date by arrangement with the County
Examinations Secretary
(Applications
one
month
before
assessment. Last date for Basic
Assessment 31st August)
All applications can be sent to WBKA
Exams Secretary by email;
wbkaexams@gillgrimshaw.com
Or by post to 94 Coventry Road,
Warwick, CV34 5HH

Gill Grimshaw
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propositions I was mandated to cast my vote based on the debate which took place
on the day. The results of the voting will be documented in a forthcoming BBKA
News. There is no rise in capitation for the 2017/18 year.
The BBKA, for ease of administration, has generally resisted the application from
small groups splitting away wishing to become AAs in their own right – whether the
reason be discord or geographical. An AA with say, 50 members has the same
voting rights as one, like Yorkshire, with several thousands, albeit a ‘membership
vote’ can be called for with its potential to overturn a previous delegate vote. At this
ADM, exacerbated by the demise of Berkshire with its previously constituent
Branches who all wanted to become AAs in their own right, the delegates were asked
to vote as to whether or not an unprecedented nine applications for AA status should
be approved. Suffice it to say, each case having been debated, seven were – an
increase of 10% in delegates entitled to attend / vote at an ADM. Larger premises will
be required next year!

Douglas Nethercleft
(WBKA Delegate)

A ‘Whole Day’ Beekeeping Event!
Stoneleigh Park, Kenilworth CV8 2LG
Saturday March 4th
9.00 BeeTradex opens
30+ Trade Stands supplying every beekeeper’s ‘Must Haves’ for 2017
10.00 Coffee / tea & biscuits / members’ chat at NBC prior to;
10.30 – 12.00 County Spring Lecture 1

‘Tracking Bees with Harmonic Radar’
Joe Woodgate

First showing of a presentation incorporating researchers’ findings following
their ground-breaking work on locating drone congregation areas.
12.00 – 13.30 Bring & Share Buffet Lunch* and Social
13.30 – 15.00 County Spring Lecture 2

‘A Taste of Honey’ and
‘Sweetness & Light’
Hattie Ellis

Hattie Ellis is a food writer and author of books featuring honey
recipes gathered on her travels around the world.
(See BeeCraft December 2016)

16.30 BeeTradex closes
A ‘Not to be Missed’ opportunity to be entertained, learn stuff, socialize with fellow
beekeepers from across the County and check out the bargains!

*Please bring a contribution to the food / soft drinks table
(Tea / Coffee will be provided)
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Honey Alchemy
Sticky Lemon Chicken
Honey is not just for sweet recipes!
This one works really well for a quick mid-week meal served with rice or noodles as
you prefer. I must admit that this is not one of MY recipes but one of my husband
Richard’s. He tends to ‘adjust’ recipes to our taste so please feel free to use the
vegetables YOU like.
This is the original recipe, which was a bit bland for us. Second time we doubled
(ish) the honey mainly because we used our honey which has a delicate taste and
increased the lemon, we used one lemon and concentrate and as is typical didn’t
measure the amount. You may have to increase the amount of cornflour as well to
compensate for the increased liquid. The sauce should be thick enough to coat the
chicken and vegetables.

Ingredients:

1tbsp honey
Juice of 1 lemon
250ml/9oz chicken stock
1tbsp dark soy sauce
4 chicken breasts cut into strips or bite
sized pieces
1tbsp cornflour
1tsp vegetable oil
2 carrots, finely chopped
1 red pepper cut into chunks
140g/5oz sugar snap peas
Handful of cashew nuts - to taste; I love
cashews :-)

Method:
In a jug, mix together the honey, lemon, stock and soy sauce, then set aside.
Toss the chicken with the cornflour so it is completely coated (the easiest way to do
this is to put the meat and cornflour into a plastic bag and toss together).
Heat the oil in a non-stick frying pan or wok, then fry the chicken until it changes
colour and starts to become crisp around the edges.
Add the carrots and red pepper and fry for 1 minute more.
Add the cashew nuts.
Pour the stock into the pan, bring to a simmer, then add the sugar snap peas.
Bubble everything together for 5 minutes until the chicken is cooked and the
vegetables are tender.
Serve with noodles or egg fried rice and enjoy!

Denise Grove
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MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL BEE UNIT
Asian hornet in the UK:
Update and Request for Heightened Vigilance
Dear Beekeeper,
As you are aware, Vespa velutina nigrothorax, the yellow-legged hornet (aka the
Asian hornet) was found in the UK last season. The first European incursion of this
hornet was reported in France in 2004. The Asian hornet has since spread around 80
-100 km per year, invading Spain, Portugal, Italy, Germany and Belgium. Adult
hornets are voracious predators of honeybees and other beneficial insects, resulting
in colony losses in France. In September 2016, foraging Asian hornets were reported
near Tetbury in Gloucestershire, and a trapped individual was reported from
Somerset. The nest near Tetbury was found and destroyed by National Bee Unit
Inspectors and members of the Wildlife Team in the Animal and Plant Health Agency.
Despite extensive field inspections, no further foraging Asian hornets were sighted in
Somerset. Whilst this is good news, the ability of the Asian hornet to spread rapidly
means that we must remain vigilant and aware of any possible activity across a wide
area and with spring fast approaching, there is an opportunity for us all to monitor
and trap any potential foundress queens.
In spring, surviving V. velutina queens begin a small primary nest, often in a
sheltered location such as in the eaves of a roof or in a garden shed. Here they raise
the first clutch of workers who take over the queen’s foraging duties. At this stage the
nest grows quickly, and the hornets often move to establish a secondary nest where
there is more space to expand. These nests can become very large, and are often
located high up in the tree canopy, close to a food source such as apiaries, (see
images on BeeBase for further details).
From late September to October, the mature nest produces males and then virgin
queens, which mate and disperse. However, the beginning of this stage of nest
reproduction can vary, depending on climatic conditions. In France, a single mature
nest produces on average 11 foundress queens after taking into account
overwintering mortality of the potentially hundreds of queens that first disperse in
autumn.
A consortium of scientists from the NBU and the Universities of Warwick and
Newcastle have used data on the spread of the Asian hornet in France to develop a
mathematical model that can estimate the hornet spread in the UK. The highly mobile
nature of the hornet means that the range of possible additional nest locations in
2016, estimated using the model, covers a wide area, see Figure 1 for details.
We are asking beekeepers within or bordering the area highlighted in yellow to
remain particularly vigilant to signs of the Asian hornet. During the remaining winter
months, you can check for nests in trees. In France, Asian hornets can form nests in
many types of tree. However, in trees which lose their leaves in the autumn any
nests can become visible and clearly seen in the winter as the branches are bare.
In the spring, Asian hornets can be trapped by using either commercial traps, which
are available off the shelf or a home-made model e.g. by using the NBU modified
hornet monitoring trap. If we know they are present in an area we can take action
quickly to prevent populations expanding.
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Figure 1 Map showing the potential spread of Asian hornet in 2016 using a
mathematical model based on Franklin et al. 2016 (In Press). The dark orange
squares represent the locations of Asian hornet discoveries in Tetbury and Somerset.
The yellow area defines a boundary, outside of which we would not expect, according
to the model, to find a nest
There is a helpful Asian hornet identification sheet and poster on Beebase along with
a fact sheet which outlines how to make our own NBU design and, what baits would
be suitable during the different seasons of the year.
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=208
Should you find a suspect Asian hornet or nest, please contact the Non Native
Species
Secretariat
immediately
using
their
alert
email
address:
alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk giving as much information as possible. Please include
details such as your name, the location where the hornet was found and if possible an
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image of the specimen. Please do not put yourself in any danger of getting stung
when trying to take a photo. Even if you are unsure of whether it is an Asian hornet,
send it in anyway – it’s better to be safe than sorry.
We thank you in advance for your co-operation and vigilance.
Kind regards,
National Bee Unit

Honeybee Mating - part 2 by John Chambers
Due to lack of space this month, the second part of Honeybee Mating will appear in a
future edition of WB
Ed
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Tomlow Bees

For Beekeeping Essentials
Wax, Frames, Feed, Hardware
HONEY EXTRACTING SERVICES
Honey sold in tubs and jars.
David Stott
Thorn Furlong Farm
Stockton
CV47 8HU
01926 813802 Evenings/Weekends
tomlow.bees@virgin.net

Caveat Emptor
Be aware that Warwickshire
Beekeepers Association is not
responsible for any goods or
services
advertised
in
Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the
website. Anyone purchasing bees
or
nuclei
should
satisfy
themselves that they are disease
free and that they are aware of
the provenance of any queens.
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Sun 15

Hive Inspections & Group Chat!

S4 Juneun
19 Jun

Hive Inspections & Group Chat!
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WBKA WHO’S WHO
Stan Dolphin

President

0121 475 4740

Celia Davis

Chairman 01676 533252
chairman@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Mike Blanco

Secretary 01527 67515
secretary@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Jan Willetts

Treasurer 0121 249 1965
treasurer@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Julia Barclay

WB Editor 02476 411275
wbeditor@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk
Copy to julia@barclaysworld.com

Peter Barclay

Web Master
webmaster@warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

Gill Grimshaw

Examination Secretary 01926 497440
wbkaexams@gillgrimshaw.com

Branch Secretaries
BIRMINGHAM

0121 249 1965

COVENTRY

07715 059669

NUNEATON

01827 880689

RUGBY

01788 833877

SHIPSTON

07730 008222

SOLIHULL

0121 704 1731

Bee Inspectors
REGIONAL BEE INSPECTOR
Jo Schup
01948 710632
07979 119368
joanna.schup@apha.gsi.gov.uk
SEASONAL BEE INSPECTORS
(April to September)
Dave Bonner
07775 119434
Keren Green
07901 517779

SUTTON COLDFIELD
0121 354 3322

BEE DISEASE INSURANCE
WBKA Representative
Julian Routh
0121 354 5956

WARWICK & LEAMINGTON
01926 632388

Director & Claims Manager
Bernard Diaper
07711 456932
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