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FROM THE CHAIRMAN
The end of a not uneventful year for Warwickshire Beekeepers Association; Twelve
months ago I had no idea that I would be Chairman of the County and had no real
desire to take on the job, but I am now enjoying it and we have made some important
changes during the year. We have a completely new Constitution, which has
occupied a lot of time for a few people and they have my heartfelt thanks for all their
hard work. It is important to have a clear framework within which to run the
organisation and I believe we now have that in place. The Members will have the
opportunity to vote for its acceptance at the AGM in March.
The post of Honey Show Secretary has changed following the resignation of John
Craddock and we thank him for his efforts during the past few years. Douglas
Nethercleft has taken on the job and has formed a sub-committee to help him so we
look forward to great things from them. Perhaps more of you can make the effort to
exhibit as I know there is a lot of talent out there and plenty of beautiful honey.
Details will be published as they become known.
In October I travelled down to the National Honey Show. There will be a report on
this elsewhere in WB. The new venue is fabulous and it would be lovely to see more
Warwickshire people exhibiting there. You can never win if you do not enter and the
successes of some of our members this year show that it is quite possible.
Warwickshire used to regularly win the Smallholder Shield (for most points in the
show) and we would love to see that happening again.
I would like to thank all the County Trustees, and particularly Mike Blanco and Jan
Willetts, our Secretary and Treasurer, for all their work during the year. Much of that
work goes unnoticed and unremarked and the brickbats can seem easier to throw
than the bouquets, but the Trustees perform an essential function and all Members
should be grateful to them.
Finally may I wish everyone a Happy Christmas, and a New Year full of sunshine,
flowers and honey.

Letter to the Editor...
Dear Julia,
A comment on the article in November’s edition of Tom and Tim;
As a swarm coordinator I’m frequently called to deal with established bee colonies
like Tom and Tim recount in the November WB. It has always been my belief that
swarm collectors should have three hands, particularly when on a ladder up a tree.
This is also true when a wild colony has to be tackled. In Tom and Tim’s case they
were lucky having four hands to choose from but when you’re on your own there’s a
problem in tying the combs onto a frame with string, something ancient beekeepers
have always recommended. I’ve found an easier way using two hands and wire.
Where does the wire come from? You have access to loads of this in the form of
reinforcement wire from old brood and super frames. It only takes one hand to twist
the wire to secure the comb while the other holds the frame. I also have used a piece
of the same wire to string a crown of thorns queen catcher in place of cotton thread.”
John Gale
Birmingham BKA.
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National Honey Show
This year the NHS moved to an exciting
new venue at Sandown Park Exhibition
and Conference Centre, Surrey. The
facilities were excellent and the main
exhibition hall large enough to
accommodate all the exhibits and trade
stands. The event took place over
three days, 27th - 29th October with a
variety of lectures and workshops from
which to choose.
The principal
speakers were Susan Coby and David
Tarpy whose lectures were videoed
and which may be viewed on
www.honeyshow.co.uk

there were some 2,000 individual
entries in just over 200 different classes.
Warwickshire's successes are recorded
below but however meritorious, are far
less in number than was the case in the
past when the County almost routinely
won the prestigious 'Smallholder
Challenge Shield'.

The twenty or so workshops held were
sponsored by BDI and on the Friday
there was the opportunity to attend the
programme of five BeeCraft sponsored
Research Lectures with presentations
by PhD students on their on-going
'cutting edge' investigations and findings
relating to the activities of bees or areas
of research of particular interest to
beekeepers. I am pleased to report that
these and other students working in this
field are very often sponsored by the
BBKA and BDI Ltd.

The standard of entry at the National is
that which could be achieved by
perhaps 60% of those Warwickshire
members
entering their
respective Branch competitions. Given
the requirements of the show schedule
are met and there are no faults in
presentation, your honey or wax or
whatever, could get to the last half
dozen entries in a particular class and
get a placing at National level. Your
winning entry at County level is even
more likely to succeed!
Showing /
exhibiting is not for everyone, but your
high standards when preparing hive
products for sale are just those
necessary for success in
competition. Take a jar off the shelf
next year and see how far you can get!

Creating a truly memorable display,

Douglas Nethercleft

Warwickshire members' results at the National Honey Show
David Blower

Douglas Nethercleft

Class 109 - 1st - One comb suitable for
extraction

Class 17 - 1st - Two 1lb jars naturally
crystallised (World Open)
Class 40 - 1st - Metheglin [spiced mead]
(World Open)
Class 87 - 1st - Six small honey
biscuits
Class 83 - 2nd - Decorated Honey
Sponge
Class 85 - 2nd - Traybake
Class 5 - 4th - Two jars liquid honey
Class 33 - VHC - Three non-moulded
[dipped] candles (World Open)
Class 2 - C - Two jars clear honey

Sharif Khan
Class 38 - 1st - Dry mead (World Open)
Class 39 - 1st - Sweet mead (World
Open)
Class 112 - 1st - One piece of beeswax
7-9oz
Class 13 - 2nd -Two 1lb jars dark honey
Class 29 - 2nd - One piece of beeswax
1lb+ (World Open)
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NHS 2016
Delegates’ Report
Both Warwickshire delegates* attended
the 85th AGM of the National Honey
Show Ltd. held Thursday 27th October
2016 at Sandown Park, Surrey and
afterwards, the meeting of the National
Council which is the governing and
policy-making body of the NHS and of
which WBKA is a corporate member.
Those present were welcomed by the
Chairman Bob Maurer. Re-locating to
the Conference and Exhibition Centre at
Sandown Park this year had been hard
work but very worthwhile given the
additional space and improved facilities
being enjoyed.
The Directors, as
Trustees presented their annual report
reiterating the aims of the NHS which
are, essentially the encouragement of
beekeeping through the medium of both
national and international competitive
classes for honey and related products.
With regard to the accounts, the
Company had broken even the previous
year but needed to seek sponsorship to
meet the cost of holding the National
Honey Show for a second year at the
new venue. The continuing support of
the trade exhibitors was much
appreciated and to this end, ‘long
service’ certificates were to be issued to
the stand holders as appropriate. With
regard to the educational programme,
videos of lectures by the key-note
speakers of this and previous years
would be / were available to view
o n Y o u T u b e vi a a l i n k f r o m
www.honeyshow.co.uk/
The meeting of the National Council
then followed. Business was conducted
as per the Agenda which was of
standard meeting format and swiftly
concluded. There was no AOB.

Sharif Khan received the Mead Makers
Mazer for the second consecutive year.

Douglas Nethercleft receives his award
Photo: Valli Cawte

*Douglas Nethercleft & Bernard

Diaper
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A FINAL WORD ON PLANTS
Celia F Davis
We have now reached the end of this
series on the plant families which are
particularly important to bees and
beekeepers. I have avoided botanical
details but, if I have kindled an interest
in anyone, there are many books which
can help. Do be sure to use a modern
book as the names of most of the
families and quite a few species, have
changed and older books can therefore,
be a little confusing if you are not
familiar with the new names and the old
ones. Taxonomy (the classification of
living organisms) used to be a fairly dry
subject, which never changed, but with
new techniques the names of plants
and animals and their place in the grand
order of things seem to be continually
changing. Very confusing, not to say
annoying at times.

planted in a container by our back door
has been known to provide a small
amount of forage for my bees on New
Year’s Day. It will never be a major
source but every little helps.

There are many plant families which I
have not mentioned in the last twelve
months and a huge number of them
have species which bees use. It is very
important that bees have a range of
plants from which to gather their food
and that plants should be available
throughout the active season and even
during the quiet part of the year, when
bees may sometimes be tempted out.
Mahonia, for example is just starting to
flower (depending on variety) and I have
seen masses of bees feeding on its
sweetly-scented flowers in January. It
belongs to the Berberidaceae, a family
which also contains the many types of
Berberis, which are often great bee
plants and found in gardens as hedges
or individual shrubs. Many plants may
have small, quite insignificant flowers
and a useful example is the Sweet Box,
Sarcocca confusa which has masses of
small white flowers with the most
amazing scent. The one we have

Mahonia, a Winter source of nectar
Photo: Celia Davis

Some of the early spring plants are very
useful. Snowdrops are members of the
Liliaceae (Lily family) and Crocusus
belong to the Iridaceae (Iris family).
Both families are similar in many ways
and have leaves which are
characteristically straight with parallel
veins. Snowdrops are true harbingers
of spring and bees will work them
enthusiastically in a warm spell of
weather. Crocuses provide abundant
pollen although, once visited by a bee,
the flowers will wither more quickly.
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Recipe of the month

Douglas Nethercleft
Honey, Lemon & Ginger
Tray-Bake
(Serves 12. Prep Time 15 mins. Bake
time 30mins.)
Ingredients
For the cake:
125g Butter
65g Caster sugar
65g Honey
2 Medium eggs
1tsp Lemon zest
1tsp Grated ginger
Juice of ½ lemon
125g Self raising flour
For the buttercream:
100g Butter, softened
200g Icing sugar
2 tbspn Honey

Honey Bee in Crocus - Photo: Cyril Davis)

We now know that bees need a mix of
pollens to provide them with all the
nutrients that are essential and under
normal conditions, you can generally
find the odd bee collecting nectar and
pollen from other plants even on the
edge of a field of Oilseed Rape. Look at
the pollen combs in your hives and you
will see them often providing a
wonderful kaleidoscope of colour.
Individual bees will normally collect only
one type at a time so mixed loads are
very unusual, but all put together in the
hive they provide an essentially varied
diet. This is very important for the
welfare of the hive and vast amounts of
pollen are needed, particularly to fuel
colony growth in spring and to build up
the fat bodies inside the bees that will
overwinter and feed the early brood in
late winter the following year.
As
gardeners, which many of us are, we
can really help our bees by planting
useful plants and watching the bees is a
great source of enjoyment.

Method
1. Preheat the oven to 180˚C / Gas 4.
Grease and line a 10" x 7" tray bake tin.
2. Cream together the butter, sugar and
honey.
3. Gradually add the beaten eggs,
mixing well in between. Add the lemon
zest, lemon juice and ginger.
4. Carefully fold in the flour. Spoon the
mixture into the tin and bake in the oven
for approximately 30 minutes.
5. Remove from the oven, transfer to a
wire rack and leave to cool completely.
6. To make the butter cream, mix the
butter and icing sugar together until light
and fluffy, then whilst mixing, slowly add
the 2 tablespoons of honey. Spread
over the cake top using a palette knife.
Rough up with fork.

So, as you prepare for Christmas, think
about the plants you might be using:
Holly and Ivy berries, both produced as
a result of (mainly) bee pollination
earlier in the year, maybe Christmas
roses (Helleborus niger) providing
nectar and pollen and of course the
snowdrops on the Christmas cards.

NB. This tray-bake recipe and that for
the Honey Almond Snaps featured in
last month’s WB were put to the test at
the National Honey Show. See results
on page 4!

Happy Christmas
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TOM’S COLUMN (& TIM’S)
Tim Newcombe
A little overdue but winter preparations
are now completed; mouse guards on,
fondant on top of brood frames (where
stores are low), queen excluders
removed, and insulation in place above
crown boards. Narrow entrances have
been replaced with ones wide enough
to allow free passage through the
mouse guards. Presumably it’s too late
for them to propolize any draughty gaps
after these latest intrusions so I am
going to apply tape around the top of
brood box to keep the draughts out.

away from heat sapping draughts
beneath the hive.
At the end of the day I haven’t really
convinced myself. It is very much a
personal preference and probably
doesn’t matter much either way.
As for Tom, he was offered a hive (a
WBC) and colony at a knock down price
the other day. He jumped at the
opportunity, made the purchase and put
the crumbling hive into his car. The
journey home was eventful as the rotten
WBC leaked bees everywhere even
though it was wrapped in a sheet. More
was to come when he tried to take the
lifts off the following day. The boxes
inside did not match and the bees had
filled up all spaces with comb. On top of
that there was a shocking infestation of
wax moth. Clearly the colony had been
neglected for some time. I attach a
photo of one surplus box which had
been happily occupied and scarred by
some undesirable residents.

Controversially, (and this is Tom’s
suggestion not mine), some
experienced beekeepers are putting
their super store beneath the brood box,
rather than above as has been the
custom. I put this to our BKA recently
and it led to me posing the question to
the Bee Craft ‘Hangout’ team this week.
None of the team could explain why
anyone should place supers under
because bees always store food above
and tend to move upwards as they
deplete their stores in the brood
chamber. Of course it all makes sense.
So why change the practice of many
lifetimes? Well, I’m not really sure of
that answer but will have a go at
explaining the pros and cons;
ABOVE: disadvantages include having
to remove the super in spring when
there is brood in there and brood and a
half is not required. More disruption to
the bees in the brood box perhaps?
Supers which have contained brood will
be also attractive to wax moth.
BELOW: Advantages include being able
to place fondant directly over brood, and
removal of super is easier in spring, (it
is unlikely to have any brood within) and
is less disruptive to bees in the brood
box. There is also the extra volume
beneath the brood which keeps it further

By coincidence I helped a friend with a
similar problem last week. Through no
fault of his own he had been unable to
check this particular colony for some
time. The WBC needed renewal as well
as moving to another site because there
had been neighbourly complaints.
Preparation for moving was required. As
with the other WBC, every inch of ‘in
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between’ space was filled with comb
and honey. This colony was thriving and
obviously revelled in such anarchy.
Trying to free the lifts resulted in more
crumbling wood. The boxes were a
mixture of National and WBC so the
bees saw it as open house. Honeycomb
was removed from these spaces and
placed above the crown board for them
to consume or take down. It looks as if
the real tidying up will have to wait till
spring when the hive and old dark
brood frames can be replaced.
Depending on the strength of the
colony, it seems likely that this will be
done with either a ‘Bailey comb change’
or a ‘shook swarm’. These can only be
done when the temperature is warm
enough for the workers to produce and
manipulate wax into fresh comb. There
must either be a ‘flow’ underway or the
correct strength syrup provided.
Of course I am not recommending it but
it always amazes me just how strong
and vigorous colonies can become
when completely neglected.

Are you interested in
joining a
Microscopy Study Group?
This year I missed the Microscopy
Assessment (again) through pressure
of work – so I am determined to get it
done in 2017. Therefore, are you able
to help me? If you have attended either
the basic or the improvers microscopy
courses, then you may be interested in
being part of a microscopy study
group. Whilst the theory is important,
the specific area of interest would be in
improving the practical skills needed for
slide preparation. This is intended to be
a stand-alone self-help group but could
be used as your preparation for the
BBKA Microscopy Assessment in
November 2017.
Nothing like a bit of peer pressure to
make things happen!
If interested, please contact Dave
Bonner. Dave@bonner.me.uk

Lastly, for those of us who intend to
apply Oxalic Acid in some form or other,
as a treatment for Varroa around
Christmas time, we need to choose a
long cold spell when no brood is
present. Normally this time is between
Christmas and New Year but it has
been suggested that this broodless
period might actually be happening a bit
earlier... mid December. Oxalic will be
very effective at this time because it
should knock down a high proportion of
phoretic mites. If brood is present any
mites hiding/breeding in cells will remain
unaffected and continue to prosper.
A long cold spell should imply that
brood is unlikely and the sight of pollen
coming in (as happened in my apiary
just before New Year) would suggest
that brood is present.
So good luck with overwintering
yourselves and your bees...

BEEKEEPING
LIMERICK
A forgetful beekeeper we hear
Was smoking his bees without
fear
Then his mobile phone rang
Quickly to it he sprang

And his smoker he put to his
ear!
Via ebees
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Branch News
Birmingham & District Branch
A visit to the National Honey Show.
So, I am no longer a NHS virgin. I went, I saw, I counted several hundred jars of
honey of varying hues. I am a new beekeeper, for just over a year, and this was an
inspiration-seeking visit for me. There was a wonderful array of lectures and
workshops on offer, but we decided to attend the novice lectures in order to embed
some of our learning this year.
Our first talk was a good guide to the tasks throughout the year, putting all into
perspective and renewing my resolution to be far more assiduous in my
record-keeping. I found that I was too late already, as the beekeeping year starts in
September, much like academia and the Methodist Church.
The second talk was an entertaining take on the uses of swarming, but I so must
follow this up with some more reading.
A third lecture gave us a comprehensive guide to pests and diseases, scaring us
witless, convinced our bees will be coughing and wingless and their homes over-run
by moths and mice by the time we got home. Other lectures were on offer – a feast
of science and experience on such topics as genetics, breeding, nutrition and world
issues for bees. Another year, perhaps.
Looking at the competition, the larger displays of wax models, mead and jars were
imaginative - aspirational for future years, once I have sorted out a good way of
melting our wax without coating the whole kitchen. Sticky honey I can cope with, but
wax or propolis in the shoes is so trying.
Trade stalls are always tempting, but a mixture of ignorance and planning meant that
we did not spend too liberally.
Overall, I was slightly underwhelmed – the site was rather large for the crowds and
show – and I wonder if the show is marketed correctly. To me it seemed to be very
much for existing beekeepers wanting to compete and extend their knowledge. Fair
enough, but a long way to travel for the numbers likely to benefit and a local,
speculative contingent might be attracted with inspection hives and more interactive
displays. However, it was good to check the lists of winners’ names, and
occasionally see one or two you recognize: go Team Sharif!

Barbara Howarth
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Branch News
Coventry & District
Branch
www.covbeebranch.co.uk
It is that time of year when not a lot is
happening. The apiary site is set for the
winter; the equipment has been cleaned
and stored away. The apiary has been
transformed over the past two years.

October 2016

In December (19th) there will be the
Christmas Social – food and a fun quiz.
All are welcome to come along and join
in. Then in January (16th), Sam Barber
of Honeyfields Bee Farm, Bulkington, is
coming to tell us about his experiences
of Beekeeping and Queen Rearing in
Australia.
Now it is all about sitting by the fireside
and planning for next season – when
queens will be mated well, hives bulging
with bees and we will need step ladders
to get that extra super on and cherry
pickers to take the full ones off. “Live in
hope and never die of despair”.

Dave Bonner
January 2015

Nuneaton & Atherstone
Branch
Since my last notes, life has been busy
for the branch. Our winter programme
began with a presentation from Peter
Spencer on the production of mead.
Peter’s advice was given a warm
welcome and his samples, which
demonstrated that his skills were not
just theoretical, were received with even
greater enthusiasm from all present.
For some reason, the offer of tea, coffee
and biscuits seemed to be received with
less enthusiasm than is the norm!!!
In late September, a willing band of

May 2015
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Branch News
practical advice. Many were shocked
when he explained the use of
antihistamines prior to attending the
hives actually placed certain members
at more risk of anaphylaxis. The reason
being the histamine dampens down the
early symptoms and masks signs that
would normally alert the individual to the
onset of more serious effects. When the
more serious effects then suddenly
occur, the individual may well be too
poorly to call for the correct
assistance. The take away message
being caution to all who have shown
signs of allergy and act early after a
sting has occurred. Dr Huissoon then
went on to explain the success rates
after the intense 12 week programme
and then how the continuing
immunotherapy venom course of 3
years works . An excellent presentation.
Finally we need to extend our sincere

volunteers presented themselves and
set about the clearing of our club apiary
site. An autumn morning of banter and
productivity with good company was
enjoyed by all present, including a
young gentleman guest from Germany
who holds our members responsible for
him becoming a beekeeper when he
returned home after a previous visit.
In November, we were fortunate to
welcome Julian Routh who gave us an
extremely well-informed presentation on
hygienic beekeeping. Julian spoke from
strength due to his vast experience as
both a beekeeper and Seasonal Bee
Inspector. In addition to Julian’s sound
advice on the advertised topic he was
also able to give us an update on the
current position with regards to the
discovery and disposal of an Asian
hornet colony. We need to be ever
vigilant with respect to this unwelcome
visitor to our shores and hope that the
first visit is also the last.
Our next meeting on the first Tuesday of
December will be our annual “Noggin
and Natter”. I look forward to seeing as
many branch members as possible,
especially those who have been unable
to attend previous meetings.

John Twidle

Rugby Branch
Immunotherapy in relation to bee sting
allergy was the subject matter of
November's meeting. Dr. Aaround
Huissoon gave an amazing talk on how
and when venom immunotherapy can
be used and its effectiveness. In a well
attended but relatively small members
group, we were amazed by the
accounts of both local and systemic
effects that appear to have occurred in
this last year. Dr Huissoon was
extremely reassuring to many of the
members affected and offered sound

12

Warwickshire Beekeeper

December 2016

Branch News
congratulations to Samantha Peckett
who has completed all the British
Beekeeping Association Theory
Modules and passed the Advanced
Theory Examinations with Credit .

further sign of more moles. Then she
caught one in her own garden just for
good measure. Just wondering if Cyril
put moleskin mittens on his Christmas
list – if so I think he may be lucky....
Hot from the “battle of the bund”, Celia
came to our November meeting to
explain the intricacies of communication
in the reproductive process; the bee’s
reproductive process I should maybe
add hurriedly. As always, she broke
down the complexities of the system
into manageable portions and then
explained how the various pheromones,
song and dance communications, not to
mention pushing, shoving and biting
resulted in the swarming process and
ultimately the establishment of a new
hive in a new home. And the trigger for
all this? A congested brood box. It was
an excellent talk – reckon this speaker
is a “keeper”.
Looking ahead, Andrew saw some old
videos at a conference last year and
has arranged to borrow them for our
December meeting, “Old Beekeeping
Videos and Nibbles” although I'm sure
it's the videos that are old and not the
nibbles!! Especially when our own ‘star
bakers’, Mandy and Denise are
involved. It should be a fun, relaxing
evening in the run up to Christmas. Our
New Year Meal and Get Together will
be at The Farm, Solihull B90 4EH on 9th
January and family and friends are
welcome but pre-booking with Ian
Davidson is essential. His telephone
number is 0121 704 1731. Please note
that the telephone number shown on
the programme card is not correct.
Our Introduction to Beekeeping Course
will begin slightly later next year, on 3 rd
February and anyone interested in
joining should contact Celia Davis on
01676 533252.
Merry Christmas everyone.

Gail Plester

Shipston Branch
A quieter time of the beekeeping year
and one dominated by equipment
cleaning here in Shipston.
Our Second Monday meeting was
hosted by Tim Newcome this month and
he showed us some of the wonderful
photographs he has taken of his bees,
sharing with us how he takes his
p h o t o g r a p h s a n d g i vi n g s o m e
suggestions on how to choose
equipment based on the bewildering
and ever increasing range of resolutions
becoming available. His enthusiasm
was infectious and I'm sure other
members, encouraged by his disclosure
that he is an opportunist photographer,
will try to capture some of the action in
the coming season. As we discovered
during the evening the best camera for
the job is the one you have with you!
Tim also showed us and told us about
some of the wackier wild colonies he
(and Tom) have collected! The meeting
concluded with a discussion on
weighing and hefting hives to ensure
they have plenty of stores over the
coming winter and early spring.

Margery Blower

Solihull Branch
Well, as soon as I heard that a silly
mole had ventured onto the bund, via
the trench newly dug for the hedge
extension, I knew its days were
numbered! So I was not at all surprised
to hear the latest developments in
Celia's campaign to rid the apiary of
moles. Score is Celia 3, moles 0 and no

Theresa Simkin
13

Warwickshire Beekeeper

December 2016

Branch News
extra feed.
Help a nuc.
Build up a colony for queen rearing
What should we feed?
Bees need carbohydrates and proteins.
Carbohydrates – nectar and sugar
Proteins – from pollen as it provides
lipids, fats, vitamins and some minerals.
You can supplement pollen substitutes
(normally soya based) or pollen
supplements. A single colony needs
50lb (22kg) of pollen a year.
You should only use white sugar to
make syrup for your bees (never use
brown sugar). When bees do consume
sugar syrup they need to invert it first.
You can buy inverted sugar syrup. An
array of products are available like
Ambrosia syrup. This means bees don’t
waste any energy inverting it. These
products are expensive.
Pollen supplements can also be
provided and again various products are
available and you can just remove a
frame and freeze it until required
We have three formulas for syrup
Heavy/thick – 2 kg Sugar + 1 Litre water
Medium – 1kg Sugar + 1 Litre water
Thin – 1kg sugar to 2 litres of water
When feeding Julian gave tips on using
a bucket to turn over a rapid feeder so
that none falls on the ground but rather
into the bucket which can be taken
away and reused.
Types of feeder to feed syrup include
Ashforth, Miller, contact and rapid
feeders. All have pros and cons and
some are better suited to out apiaries.
One interesting solution that Julian
showed us was the use of a
plastic milk bottle filled with a sugar
syrup and then pierced with small holes
from a needle or something similar
either on site or in advance and sealed
again with some strong tape. The bottle
acts like feeder.
You also have bakers fondant which is

Sutton Coldfield &
North Birmingham
Branch
A guide to Feeds and Feeding by Julian
Malein at Erdington Methodist Church
20th October.
Julian, a beekeeper with over 25 years’
experience gave the Sutton beekeepers
a very topical talk on feeding bees.
Julian suggested that as beekeepers we
should be aware of:
Weather – Monitor forecasts. Are your
bees going to be able to forage, will
they be clustering?
Forage – What forage bees are bringing
in and in what quantities. What’s
available in the area and will be around
emerging soon?
Know what strain of bee you have –
Some strains of bees are thriftier than
others and some will attempt to keep
brood development going for longer
(They will need more feeding).
These three items can help determine
when to feed and how often you will
need to feed.
Bees need at least 2 frames of stores
per week; that’s 10Ib of honey. As a
beekeeper you may need to feed even if
you haven’t taken honey and check that
the bees have food particularly in
November and December. After that
normally some of the spring flowers and
forage will begin to appear. Plants like
willow, crocuses and snowdrops start to
emerge. They may still need feeding
even after this depending on the
weather and forage.
Julian suggested that the main reasons
for feeding were to;
Provide stores
Prevent starvation
Stimulate the queen to lay early
Stimulate a swarm.
When doing a shook swarm to provide
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dearer that sugar but cheaper than Ambrosia. Fondant can be made at home but you
need to be a dab hand with the thermometer when making it.
Various questions were asked and Julian answered them well and with insight.

Jitesh Patel
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Caveat Emptor
Be aware that WBKA is not
responsible for any goods or
services advertised in Warwickshire
Beekeeper or on the website.
Anyone purchasing bees or nuclei
should satisfy themselves that they
are disease free and that they are
aware of the provenance of any
queens.

Tomlow Bees
For Beekeeping Essentials
Wax, Frames, Feed, Hardware
HONEY EXTRACTING SERVICES
Honey sold in tubs and jars.
David Stott
Thorn Furlong Farm
Stockton
CV47 8HU
01926 813802 Evenings/Weekends
tomlow.bees@virgin.net

16

Warwickshire Beekeeper

December 2016

17

Warwickshire Beekeeper

Sun 15
May
S4 Juneun
19 Jun

December 2016

Hive Inspections & Group Chat!
Hive Inspections & Group Chat!
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What’s happening in 2017?
When?

Where?

What?

4th March

National Beekeeping Centre
Stoneleigh Park

WBKA Spring County Lecture
Tracking Bees with Harmonic Radar,
Joe Woodgate

4th March

National Beekeeping Centre
Stoneleigh Park

BeeTradex

7th to 9th April

Harper Adams University
Newport, Shropshire

BBKA Spring Convention

30th July to 4th
August

Gormaston, Ireland

Gormaston Summer School

3rd to 6th
August

Blenheim Palace,
Woodstock, Oxfordshire

BBC Countryfile Live

15th to 17th
September

Royal Agricultural University,
Cirencester, Gloucestershire

Midland & South Western
Counties Convention (MSWCC)

19th September
TBC

BIBBA Conference

29 September to
4th October

Istanbul, Turkey

Apimondia 2017

30th September
TBC

National Beekeeping Centre
Stoneleigh Park

WBKA Autumn County Lecture
The Pollen Preferences of Honey
Bees, Laura Jones,
National Botanic Garden of Wales

30th September
TBC

WBKA Honey Show

26th to 28th
October

Sandown Race Course,
Surrey

National Honey Show

17th November
TBC

Woodside Hotel, Kenilworth

Central Association of
Beekeepers (CABK) Conference

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
3 Dec

5 Dec

12noon
for 1pm
meal

Christmas Lunch
Westley Hotel, Westley Road, Acocks Green
http://www.bw-westleyhotel.co.uk/ contact Social
Sec: Diana Phillips 0121 444 4005

Birmingham

Social Evening
Park House

Sutton
Coldfield
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
12 Dec

7.30pm

13 Dec

Christmas Branch Meeting
Old Beekeeping Videos and Nibbles
Solihull Methodist Church, Blossomfield Road

Solihull

Christmas Meal
Park House

Sutton
Coldfield

19 Dec

7.30pm

Christmas Branch Meeting
Christmas Quiz & bring an item for the buffet table,
family & friends welcome
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane, Allesley,
CV5 9EQ

Coventry

21 Dec

7.30pm

Christmas Quiz with Peter Dixon
Plus Bring a Plate Buffet
Friends Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby

Rugby

3 Jan

Social Evening
Park House

Sutton
Coldfield

9 Jan

Second Monday Meeting
The Gate Inn, Upper Brailes

Shipston

9 Jan

New Year Meal and Get Together
The Farm, Farmhouse Way, Solihull, B90 4EH.
Family and friends welcome but please phone Ian
Davidson on 0121 704 1731.

Solihull

16 Jan

7.30pm

Branch Meeting
Beekeeping & Queen Rearing in Australia,
Sam Barber of Honeyfields Bee Farm, Bulkington
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane, Allesley,
CV5 9EQ

Coventry

18 Jan

7.30pm

Branch Meeting
Apis through the Looking Glass, Graham Royle
Friends Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby

Rugby

Branch Meeting Subject TBA
ErdingtommMethodist Church

Sutton
Coldfield

Branch Meeting
Asian Hornet & Small Hive Beetle Update,
Jo Schup (Regional Bee Inspector)
Dame Elizabeth Hall, Firbank Close, Bournville,
B30 1UA

Birmingham

19 Jan
27 Jan

7.30pm

As members of the WBKA you are welcome to attend ANY of the
meetings listed on the Diary pages
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