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CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF BEEKEEPERS 
 

Kenilworth Conference 
 

18
th

 – 20
th

 November 
   

See the website (www.cabk.org.uk) for full details and a booking form 
or 

contact John Chapple: chapplejak@btinternet.com 

In 2014 and 2015 Warwickshire BKA ran a training session called “Beyond The    
Basic”. As the name implies this was focussed on beekeepers who, having attained 
the Basic Certificate, wished to improve their knowledge and skills.  The session also 
provided a basis and refresher for any beekeeper who was planning to undertake the 
BBKA General Husbandry Assessment. The feedback from the attendees was     
excellent.  Therefore, Warwickshire BKA will be running this weekend course again 
on February 18th and 19th next year.  
  

The venue will be Solihull school, which has excellent facilities for both classroom 
and workshop sessions. Topics covered by the course will be; shook swarms, Bailey 
comb change, swarm management, disease recognition, making up nucs, dealing 
with vicious bees, queen rearing etc.  It will be a packed weekend with lots of hands 
on group sessions.  There will also be a practical apiary session later on in the     
season – date and venue to be confirmed. 
 

The cost is only £40 and covers the whole weekend and also attending the practical 
apiary session later in the season.  Tea and coffee will be provided; you bring your 
own packed lunch, so excellent value for money. Places are limited, so book (and 
pay) early.   
 

Contact your branch education co-ordinator to get your name on the list; 
 

Birmingham   Noel Parker  noelparker@btinternet.com 

Coventry   Dave Bonner  cbka.membership@hotmail.co.uk 

Nuneaton   Linda Tuffin  purefoy.lodge@tiscali.co.uk 

Rugby    Sam Peckett  samantha.peckett@ntlworld.com 

Shipston   David Blower  davidjb54@gmail.com 

Solihull   Celia Davis  celia.davis1@btinternet.com 

Sutton Coldfield  Jitesh Patel  jiteshkcpatel@googlemail.com 

Warwick & Leamington Julia Smith  smith.je539@gmail.com 

 

BEYOND THE BASIC 

http://www.cabk.org.uk
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Two small families this month, but    
containing plants that are quite useful to 
beekeepers.  
There is only one small Genus found in 
the Balsaminaceae in this country and 
that is Impatiens.  The plants in this 
group, with one exception, are all     
introduced and the one with which we 
are most famil iar is Impatiens          
glandulifera; Himalayan Balsam, often 
called Policeman’s Helmet because of 
the shape of its flower.   Originally    
introduced as a garden plant from the 
Himalayas, it escaped and is now   
naturalised throughout the country,  
usually growing in damp places such as 
the edges of rivers and lakes and in 
damp ditches and meadows.  It is our 
tallest wild annual plant, growing up to 
2.5m high and often forms dense    
thickets.   
The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
specifically prohibits its planting in the 
wild as it is very invasive, competing 
strongly with native plants and         
disturbing the natural ecology of the 
banks of rivers and lakes.  Once it dies 
down later in the year, having             
out-competed other plants, it leaves the 
river banks bare and more liable to  
erosion.   Although it is a shallow-rooted 
annual it is quite difficult to eradicate, 
partly due to its explosive fruits which 
each contain many seeds.  They can 
travel up to 4m from the parent plant 
and get carried away by the currents in 
rivers and streams to start new patches 
downstream.   It must be controlled  
before it flowers, by cutting or pulling 
and it still takes three or four years to 
clear a patch.   
Despite all these problems it is a brilliant  

 

HELMETS AND PRICKLES 
Balsaminaceae and Aquifoliaceae 

 

Celia F Davis 

bee plant.  The flowers may be various 
shades of pink or white, come out    
between early July and September and 
secrete large amounts of nectar.  This is 
found in a narrow spur at the base of 
the flower.  The bee crawls right inside 
the flower and the spur is short enough 
for the bee’s tongue to reach right    
inside.   In the process the bee’s thorax 
becomes coated with whitish pollen 
from the anthers at the top of the flower 
and it arrives home with this tell-tale 
sign.  A honey crop can be obtained, 
producing apparently a light honey with 
a pleasant but not strong flavour.          
(I have no personal experience of this.)  
As it is such a late flowerer it is        
particularly valuable in boosting winter 
stores of both honey and pollen but it 
can interfere with Varroa treatments.  

The open invitation of a flower of        
Himalayan Balsam .  Photo: Celia Davis 
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So, two very different plants, both    
important in their own way.  Next month 
we will finish this series of articles. 

The only native member of the genus; 
Touch-me-not balsam, I. noli-tangere, 
has yellow flowers, the same explosive 
seeds and is not very common.  As far 
as I know it has no particular value for 
bees and neither has the Impatiens 
grown commonly as bedding plants in 
gardens and also known as Busy Lizzie. 
 

Our second family, the Aquifoliaceae is 
a very different matter, but again with 
only one Genus.  This contains Holly, 
Ilex aquifolium.  We are all familiar with 
holly, an evergreen with prickly leaves 
and red berries used extensively for 
Christmas decoration, but not so many 
people notice the small white flowers 
which are produced in May or June.  
The flowers produce good supplies of 
nectar which are readily available to our 
bees but only stay out for perhaps two 
or three weeks.  Even so, holly can be a 
very useful nectar source and I think is 
often not appreciated by beekeepers.  It 
is very common and may sometimes be 
found in great numbers, particularly in 
some woodland, but also as small trees 
along hedgerows and in gardens.  
Where it is used to make hedges and 
regularly clipped, it does not flower but 
apparently, the various varieties, of 
which there are many, are just as good 
as the native plant as far as bees are 
concerned. 
Holly is dioecious, having separate male 
and female trees.  Both types produce 
nectar but only the male trees will    
provide pollen.  Insects, particularly 
bees are essential to move the pollen 
from the male trees to the females and 
only the females have the red (or yellow 
or black) berries everyone craves for 
their holly wreaths at Christmas.  There 
are, apparently, some self-fertile      
varieties which produce only female 
flowers and do not need a male tree at 
all, but I have no experience of them 
and I do not know the mechanism 
whereby they manage this.  Clearly they 
have no pollen. 

A cluster of male holly flowers.  
Photo: Celia Davis 

TOP TIPS 
 

Ensure the leg of the hearth (loose 
bit in your smoker at the bottom) 
isn't blocking the lower hole or the 
smoker won't work properly.  
 

Instead of  rubber gloves (marigold 
types) getting filled with sweat. 
Use a pair of thin cotton gloves and 
then a pair of thin latex gloves. 
or if you go bare handed, make 
sure there's no gap at the wrist  
between suit and flesh. They will 
find away in. 
 

A cheap pot of talc in your tool box 
is ideal for getting gloves on more 
easily. If latex gloves rip then pull 
new one on over the top rather 
than trying to get new one on a 
sweaty hand.  
 

Put gaffer tape on the top faces of 
your smoker's bellows where your 
hands go. Easier to keep clean and 
can be peeled off and replaced 
when it gets too grubby! 



6 

Warwickshire Beekeeper  November 2016 

Recipe of the month  
Douglas Nethercleft 

Honey Almond Snaps 
(Makes approx. 30) 
 

Ingredients 
125g flour - plain 
1/8 tsp bicarbonate of soda 
50g butter - salted 
1/4 tsp cinnamon - ground 
75g sugar - light muscovado 
75g honey – light 
? tbsp water * 
55g almonds - flaked  
 

Method 
1. Pre-heat oven to 180˚C / 350˚F / Gas Mark 4. 
2. Put the butter, cinnamon, sugar and honey into a saucepan on a low heat until 
combined and just melted. Allow the mixture to cool. 
3. Sieve the flour and bicarbonate of soda into a bowl. 
4. Stir in the mixture. The resultant dough ball should be very firm and leave the bowl 
clean. 
5. Put the almonds into a bowl and ‘dab’ with dough until all are incorporated 
6. Press the dough into lightly oiled take-away box or other rectangular container 
roughly 3½ “ x 5½ “ in size. 
7. Put into the freezer until firm (perhaps half an hour) but NOT frozen. 
8. Remove the dough from the container. With a sharp knife cut the dough into thin 
(3mm) slices and place them on a lined baking sheet, allowing room for expansion. 
9. Bake for 8 - 10 minutes until golden brown. Leave to cool. ** 
10. Enjoy freshly baked.  To retain the biscuit ‘snap’ store in an airtight container.  

 
Any unused dough can be kept in the fridge to make subsequent batches or can be 
frozen until required. 
 

* Dough consistency will depend on the viscosity of the honey. Only add water if  
absolutely  necessary to hold the dough together. 
 

**  If neat, uniform rectangles are required, remove to a chopping board and trim the 
snaps whilst still hot to touch. 
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TOM’S COLUMN (& TIM’S) 
Tim Newcombe 

were secured with string.  As many 
bees as could be found were shaken 
into the brood box. There was a fair 
amount of sealed brood plus food stores 
which ensured that most of the bees 
stayed with the brood. No fanning was 
evident at the hive entrance which was 
disappointing, but there was no great 
exodus to the original site either. So we 
don’t yet know if the queen is in the hive 
or not. A return visit tomorrow will  
hopefully reveal more about her      
presence. 
 

Back to my apiary:  Wasps had been a 
problem in one hive. A sheet of glass 
and later a six inch section of clear pvc 
roofing seemed to be helping the bees 
defend themselves by making entry 
more difficult for the invaders.          
Interesting how wasps are thwarted by 
such trickery if in the early stages of 
invasion. In an old pre-WWII bee    
manual I read recently, it was stated 
that one deterrent was to place straw 
liberally sprinkled with carbolic acid over 
the entrance. The theory was that only 
the residents would be desperate 
enough to gain entry to their home via 
the noxious substance. The invaders 
gave my bees a rest when the ivy came 
in flower but returned as soon as this 
food source had finished. 
As an experiment, I have bought an 
Apishield floor trap. (I have no financial 
interest in this company by the way). A 
concern was that robber bees would 
also be caught but a week’s haul only 
seems to have caught wasps so I am so 
far very pleased with it, the advantage 
being that no bait is required other than 
the natural smell of the hive and its  
contents.  It would be a useful Asian 
Hornet trap as well. The trap has a  
removable sealed tray which can be  
                                                                      

I am writing this edition on behalf of 
Tom who managed to involve both 
David Blower and myself in a bee    
rescue operat ion this morning          
(20th October) and then failed to turn up. 
He left a text saying that he had to   
take his prize cockerel to the vet.                                                                                    
 

The bees in need of rescue were on an 
exposed, natural comb nest beneath an 
overhanging roof on the old army     
barracks at Long Marston. As you can 
see from the photograph, (see front 
page), the comb was extensive and 
needed reducing to fit  into 14 by 12 
brood frames.  David had brought along 
an old  14 by 12 brood box                      
to accommodate them. Tom had      
received a call from a security guard at 
the Modwen development site to see if 
someone could remove the bees as the 
buildings are to be demolished in two 
weeks time. The site, having been   
under lock and key for over a year, has 
returned to nature and loppers were 
needed to find a way through the dense 
undergrowth to access the bees. What 
was once a thriving community with 
landscaped surroundings and wonderful 
trees will soon to be flattened to make 
way for yet more housing.  A sad sight 
and a sad thought that this will soon be 
under concrete. Yet credit is due to 
someone at Modwen who took the   
trouble to notify us via Tom.  
These rescue operations start well but 
soon turn into an increasingly messy 
and sticky business as clothing,    
equipment and car door handles are 
soon liberally covered. It was a long 
operation taking a couple of hours to 
surgically remove the comb. Hope of 
finding the queen diminished as the last 
few combs were removed revealing all 
kinds of dark retreats. Comb and frames  
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pollination whilst producing queens, 
nucs and honey for sale.   He is       
convinced that bees bred for conditions 
extant locally more than repay the work 
involved and, controversially given the 
host organisation, he is satisfied with 
the genetic diversity of his own bees by 
virtue of the wide variations in the 
colouration of his queens! 
 

As early as 1989, the Isle of Man 
banned the import of bees and used 
equipment and the island is certified 
free of varroa and the foul broods.  The 
native bees are productive, frugal and 
winter well; they have an abundance of 
gorse, heather and fuchsia from which 
to gather nectar and pollen.  The Isle of 
Man has recently been awarded      
Biosphere Reserve Status by UNESCO 
‘a special place for people and nature,’ 
something I would heartily endorse 
given a delightful visit to the island and 
this conference in my motor home with 
Jesse my Border Collie. 

Douglas Nethercleft 

inspected quite easily. One trap per apiary, especially on a weak colony, would be 
sufficient. Time will tell how useful this trap is going to be.  
 

Feeding: Syrup feeding is nearly over and fondant should be supplied as insurance. 
Liquid feed can no longer be reduced effectively, leading to damp and dysentery  
producing conditions. It’s time to think about other winter problems such as mice and           
woodpeckers. I read recently that the Pygmy Shrew is often the unknown cause of 
the demise some hives as they can easily get through mouse guards. So beware. 
 

Modules:  I am undertaking my second module, no 3. Our group bar one, have no 
intention of taking the exam at  present. This is not essential, but the learning process 
is useful and  interesting. 
 

Asian Hornets: I am not alone in finding the BBKA / NBU hornet trap instructions  
difficult to follow. David Blower was not as easily defeated as I was and brought a 
completed version to our monthly SBKA meeting. Seeing the finished  article makes 
sense of the instructions and the parts are easily obtainable and therefore, cheap to 
make. We thought that workshops could be run to make loads of these; not just for 
ourselves but for non beekeepers as well, seeing as how important it will be to control 
Asian Hornet queens at this time and in the spring. More on this in the SBKA report.                                                                                                                                                    

This year the Bee Improvement and 
Bee Breeders Association held its    
annual conference in the Isle of Man. 
Some 180 beekeepers from all over the 
world met up for three days of lectures 
and good company at the Villa Marina, 
Douglas.  Two ‘streams’ of lectures ran 
concurrently giving delegates the     
opportunity to ‘mix and match’ speakers 
and subject matter.  There were topics 
dear to the heart of the black bee     
aficionados running alongside lectures 
suited to mainstream beekeepers with a 
thirst for knowledge too, but a more 
general interest in the craft.  
 

The Principal Guest Speaker for four   
o f  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  w a s               
Randy  O l i ve r  whose  webs i t e 
www.scientificbeekeeping.com is a 
‘must visit’ for anyone seeking facts, as 
opposed to ‘inherited wisdom’, about all 
things beekeeping.  Randy holds BSc & 
MSc degrees in Biological Sciences, 
has 40 years of practical beekeeping 
experience and currently manages 
about 1000 colonies for migratory  

BIBBA Conference   
20th - 22nd September 2016 

http://www.scientificbeekeeping.com/
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Fondant is used to feed bees in the coldest months, and as an addition to the syrup 
that was fed in September. 
 

This is basically a recipe for fudge, but without butter or flavouring. The addition of 
citric acid or lemon juice will invert the sugar, turning it into fructose and glucose. This 
will slow down the speed at which it spoils. It will take 1gm of citric acid, which is the 
amount contained in 20g of lemon juice. 
 

Equipment; 
1 large saucepan  
1 hand or electric mixer  
1 Cooking thermometer   
Moulds (semi transparent take away food boxes are ideal) 
 

Ingredients; 
1 kg granulated sugar,  
300ml water,  
20g of lemon juice.  
 

Method 

 Pour the sugar, water and lemon juice into the saucepan and bring to the boil   

stirring constantly. 

 Cover and gently boil for about 5 minutes 

 Remove the lid and use a cooking thermometer to check the temperature of the 

mixture.  Continue to boil with the lid off until the temperature reaches 234⁰F 
(112⁰C). 

 Remove from the heat and allow to cool to 200⁰F (93.3⁰C). 

 Beat with a mixer (preferably electric) until the mixture begins to turn white and 

creamy with air bubbles. 

 Pour the mixture into the containers and replace the lids, otherwise it will attract 

moisture. 

 Allow to cool undisturbed. If you can remember sugar mice, that is what it should 

look like. 

 To feed the fondant to the bees, remove the container lid & place the inverted tubs 

over the feed hole in the crown board immediately above the brood chamber. 
Place an eke on the crown board and replace roof. 

 

Note: If you intend to store your fondant, keep it in tightly sealed containers in a cool 
and dry place. Don’t feed too much to the bees at one time as it will attract moisture, 
become gooey and run through the feed hole. 
 
Adapted. Somerton & District BKA via ebees 

Home Made Fondant Recipie 
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Honey bees play it both ways during the 
winter, they act both as ‘cold-blooded’ 
insects, and as a ‘warm-blooded’ super 
organism. There are a number of     
reasons why this is advantageous.  
An individual bee reaches ‘chill coma’ at 
about 44°F (6.7°C), and will die if held 
at the edge of freezing for a few days. 
So the cluster must generate and     
conserve enough heat to keep all   
members of the colony at least above 
that temperature for the duration of the 
winter.  
This process requires only a small 
amount of honey consumption, less 
than a pound a week even under     
severely cold winter conditions. The 
cluster must also maintain the ability to 
warm up enough to move to reach new 
areas of the hive in order to access food 
stores.  
This is how the winter cluster forms:  

 There is a fairly loose core of bees in 

the centre that  mainta ins a            
temperature of about 80-95°F (26- 
35°C). In small clusters, the core         
temperature may drop to 60-70°F (15-
20°C).  

 Around the core, there is a tightly 

packed layer of bees that maintain a 
temperature of about 56°F (13°C), 
which is a critical temperature, below 
which the cluster will die.  

 At the very outside, or ‘mantle’ of the 

cluster, individual bees do not allow 
their body temperatures to drop below 
about 44°F (6.7°C) which is just 
above their ‘chill coma’ temperature.  

 These bees may burrow deeper into 

the cluster from time to time and very 
rapidly raise their body temperature, 
then return to the mantle after several 
hours. If a bee’s temperature falls 
below 45°F (7.2°C) it is no longer able 
to flex its muscles to generate heat.  

 

The actual cluster size is dependent 
upon the ambient temperature - it can 
expand or contract to an amazing    
extent.  
The core of the cluster is an             
otherworldly environment. The bees 
actually modify the atmosphere in order 
to allow themselves to enter into a 
‘hypoxia-induced ultra-low metabolic 
rate’ (Van Neuman 1997). They restrict 
ventilation to let the oxygen content 
drop from the normal 21% down to only 
about 15%, and allow CO2 to rise to 5-
6% (up from 0.038% in normal air). This 
atmosphere would be toxic to humans, 
but allows the bees to go into a form of 
suspended animation.  
Water loss in the winter cluster is very 
important. Insects lose water vapour 
with each breath, just as mammals do, 
but they have no source of drinkable 
water within the winter hive. In cold  
winter areas, the extremely low      
moisture content of the air means that 
when the cluster creates heat the     
relative humidity of the cluster          
atmosphere drops extremely low.     
Insects can hold their breath, (for up to 
a day at a time), in order to prevent  
water loss and it is likely that bees in the 
cluster do the same.  
When animals and bees metabolise 
carbohydrates, such as sugar, they  
create ‘metabol ic water’  as a               
by-product. If the bees can conserve 
this metabolic water enough to be in 
excess of that lost to respiration and 
any body waste, then they can actually 
realize a net gain of water.  
So, how much water do bees get out of 
honey? A pound of honey at 83%    
sugars, contains 0.17 lb of water and 
creates 0.48 lb of metabolic water,   
giving a total of 0.65 lb of water freed 
from each pound of honey consumed. 
This means that a colony typically     

 

The Winter Cluster 
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consuming 0.8 lb of honey a week, (Holte 1970), would produce about a half a pound 
(1 cup) of water per week. It may be a challenge for a large colony to live on this 
amount of water so there is good reason to provide an available source of water,  
together with hive   insulation and good hive ventilation to help overwinter your bees.  
Adapted: Susquehanna BKA & Bournemouth BKA via ebees 

 

WB is available to read online & in colour! 
 

warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To access ‘members only’ pages contact your  
Branch  Secretary for the user name and password 
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Thanks go to the show secretary Peter 
Barclay and to Mike Priest for assisting 
the judge. 
The next Coventry Branch meeting will 
be on Monday 21st November and will 
be a  presentation on the Asian Hornet; 
very topical due to this non-native insect 
being found in both Gloucestershire and  
Somerset recently. The meeting is open 
to everybody. 
In December (19th) there will be the 

 

Branch News 

Coventry & District 
Branch 
www.covbeebranch.co.uk 
The summer season (what season? 
some are saying!) is now over, the bees 
have been treated for Varroa, are fed 
and have now been closed for the    
winter.  When we re-queened all of the 
seven branch colonies at Ryton       
Gardens in August we made up four 
nucs to hold some of the old queens. A 
bit of an insurance policy should any of 
the new queens not make it through to 
next spring.  To my knowledge, this is 
the first time that Coventry Branch have 
tried to over winter nucs, so we are very 
interested to see how things go. 
In the past two years a lot of work has 
been done on the training apiary site at 
Ryton.  The area has been transformed, 
improving facilities for both the bees 
and the members.  We have now had a 
metal shed delivered, which is highly 
secure.  This will be used for the      
gardening and maintenance equipment 
needed to keep the site tidy.  We will no 
longer be reliant upon one stalwart 
member who had to ‘cart’ his          
lawnmower and strimmer up to the site 
on a regular basis.  Thank you Graham. 
The honey show was held on Monday 
17th October.  The number of entries 
was up again on last year and was the 
highest number for several years.  John 
Home did an excellent job of the     
judging, commenting on the high     
standard of all the entries.  Afterwards, 
he gave an overall summary and also 
some tips for the future which was   
extremely helpful to all of us.   
The   competition was fierce.  The   
overall winner, with most points, were 
Dave & Cathy Bonner.  Best in Show for 
his excellent Heather Cut Comb exhibit, 
was Stuart Pollard. 

Overall points winners; Dave & Cathy 
Bonner 

Best in Show : Stuart Pollard for his 
Heather Honey Cut Comb 
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Christmas Social – food and a fun quiz.  
All are welcome to come along and join 
in. Then in January (18th), Sam Barber 
of Honeyfields Bee Farm, Bulkington, is 
coming to tell us about his experiences 
of Beekeeping and Queen Rearing in 
Australia. 

Dave Bonner 
 

Rugby Branch 
The honey show was a great            
success again this year thanks to    
Margaret and Dick Holdsworth.  
Although the entries were down on  
previous years, the quality remained  
high with the Judge, John Home,     
commenting on the high standard of 
wax, honey, candles and mead.  
The Members Cup was awarded to 
Steve Brown with most points, followed 
by Rowan Moore who swept up three 
awards; the Townsend Cup for runner 
up, the Centenary Cup for light honey 
and Best in Show awarded for his  
beautiful dark honey. The Malin Cup for 
best honey cake went to David Harris 
and a newcomer, Gillian Berridge was 
awarded the prize for best novice 
honey. Congratulations to you all.  
Whilst judging was in full swing, David 
Stott entertained and updated the  
members by discussing the numerous 
ways of clearing supers, with methods  

Branch News 

used by a semi-commercial beekeeper 
down to a single hive beekeeper. David 
also explained methods of preparing 
honey for sale and for show with a  
number of very useful ‘little gems’ 
dropped in...Thank you David!  
The next meeting to be held in         
November will be extremely interesting 
with Dr. A Huissoon giving a talk on 
Allergy to Stings, a very topical subject 
and one that can clearly affect many 
beekeepers in different ways. It is    
important that all beekeepers are aware 
of the possible effects of a bee sting on 
an individual with or without an allergy 
and indeed, the correct action to take in 
response to the symptoms. Please try to 
attend to ensure you are updated. 

Gail Plester 
 

Shipston Branch 
At our ‘Second Monday’ meeting  in The 
Gate at Brailes, (thanks again to our 
kind hosts Anne and Ian), we were 
lucky enough to have as guest speaker 
Keren Green, our Seasonal Bee      
Inspector. After 10 years as a           
beekeeper, Keren is now a bee farmer 
who manages 80 colonies throughout 
the three counties of Worcestershire, 
Herefordshire and Worcestershire. She 
lives near Upton on Severn.  Her talk 
was about her duties as a seasonal bee 
inspector, which mainly entail checking 
the  health of bees in general but     
especially for the notifiable diseases 
such as  American and European Foul 
Brood. Seasonal inspectors are on the 
alert for other notifiable pests which 
have not yet reached these shores; for 
example, Small Hive Beetle and    
Tropilaelaps, (how that just rolls off my 
tongue now with a bit of practice). 
Checks are made within a radius of 
disease outbreaks and reassurances or 
verifications are given to beekeepers 
who have requested a site visit.  

Judge John Home at the Rugby Honey 
Show 
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Branch News 

at Tetbury. As hornets, like wasps,   
produce hundreds of queens per colony 
from September onwards, it seems 
highly likely that some of these will   
successfully survive the winter and start 
new colonies in the spring. We should 
be busy making hornet traps, and in the 
spring bait them with their preferred bait 
which is apparently a mixture of prawns 
and dark beer. This is to catch the 
queens and therefore, reduce their 
spread and threat to our pollinators. 
Sweet bait is used to attract wasp and 
hornet workers from late summer     
onwards when their diet changes and 
they annoy us with their search for jam, 
beer and sugary drinks. Meat (or 
prawns) is the bait to satisfy the       
carnivorous tastes of a queen freshly 
emerging from hibernation or one newly 
mated and in search of hibernation, but 
sweetness is also required for energy. It 
would also be useful to educate the 
public in the matter of queen catching 
and the making of suitable traps. 
Keren said that they do not always 
‘hawk’ outside the beehives but pick off 
bees when they are foraging or        
travelling to and from the hive. Their 
tactics are to weaken the colony by  
reducing the number of foragers and 
consequently the feeding of larvae. The 
colony soon weakens leaving them 
open to mass invasion. Strangely, they 
are not a ‘notifiable’ pest. Other        
differences between the European   
Hornet and the Asian Hornet is that the 
latter is generally more aggressive but 
not active at night. The sting is         
supposed to be no worse than a wasp 
sting unless you have an allergic      
reaction. They only pose a serious risk if 
their nest is threatened or an attempt is 
made by unqualified people to destroy 
them and they can then come out in 
force.  

Tim Newcombe 

There are also ‘sentinel hives’ placed 
strategically at likely entry sites into the 
UK which have to be inspected.                                                                                        
Of rather more interest to us was her 
recent involvement with the discovery 
and destruction of the first Asian Hornet 
nest in the UK, near Tetbury in  
Gloucestershire ...not so very far away 
from us. (I must look at the map to see 
where the rivers flow, as these new 
arrivals are said not to stray from water 
and progress along watercourses). 
Keren was not to disappoint us. The 
Asian Hornet is a very serious threat to 
all our pollinators and native insects in 
general. The founding queen could 
have come in any vehicle, imported 
plant or pot, (as was the cause of the 
outbreak in France). We were told how, 
near Tetbury, observers were posted 
around sightings to watch not only for 
the hornets but for their behaviour as 
well. They watched hornets catch 
wasps and bees and remove them to a 
suitable place to dismember and make 
into a ‘food parcel’ for their brood. 
Rather than catch them though, their 
flight paths were noted for their return 
journey to their nest. Eventually, cross 
referencing led to the narrowing down of 
the search area and the nest, as we 
know was 55ft high in a tree. It was  
disposed of by the professionals.  
During the summer these nests are 
hard to find because they are hidden by 
rich foliage. In France it is usually the 
job of specially trained firemen to deal 
with them. This nest was clearly well 
established and had been operating for 
some months. Asian Hornets we were 
told, unlike their native counterparts, 
usually build two nests... a Primary and 
a Secondary. The Primary is often low 
down in a hedge but can be in a cavity, 
like those of ordinary hornets. The   
Secondary site is well established by 
June and July, such was the one found  
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Solihull Branch 
Too late for inclusion in last month's bulletin, I was sent a photo of our Branch Honey 
Show winners – and what a picture they make, so I include it this time.  

Mandy Cadge went on to  further success at the County Honey Show at the end of 
last month and was presented with her trophy for the Best Medium Honey in Show by 
Celia at the beginning of our October meeting. 
The Apiary Management Team were very pleased with the efforts made by members 
at the Autumn Clean Up earlier this month. Apart from the usual jobs at this time of 
year to prepare our colonies for winter, members even managed to treat the shed and 
dig a trench for the new hedge extension at the end of the apiary. We just need the 
new hedging plants to go in it now, which thanks to Jim's efforts, should be with us in 
November. Mandy and Denise kept everyone energised with their cake. Meanwhile, 
Celia's one woman campaign against the apiary moles continues and she caught one 
a week or two back but last week one had the temerity to dig a straight line right 
through the trench for the new hedge! Heads will roll..... 
The first of our winter talks was given by Dr Sara Robb who came up from London to 
demonstrate soap making. Sara is a chemist and was able to explain the scientific 
background and chemical process. I bought a copy of one of her books, which is very 
informative and I'm sure I'll make use of it in future. She was very well organised to 
demonstrate quite a messy process and members sitting in the front row were 
amazed that she managed to whizz up the mixture without whizzing it all over them! 
Unfortunately, the soap wasn't set hard enough by the time she had to leave to catch 
her train and we weren't able to try a piece but we saw enough of the process to be 
able to attempt it for ourselves. Sadly, the prohibitive cost of complying with          
regulations means that for most small scale producers it isn't viable to consider it 
commercially, but it remains a useful skill to learn for the benefit of friends and family. 
Our November meeting will feature Celia talking about Communication and Control in 
the Swarming Process. It's obviously a very complex and involving procedure       
carefully managed by the bees and results in colony reproduction. I'm sure it will be 
fascinating to learn more about it and add to our  understanding. I keep asking my 
bees to leave me a note but they never do, so anything helps! 

Theresa Simkin 

Branch News 

Mandy Cadge, Roger Taylor, Judge: John Goodwin, John Narramore, Alan Taylor 
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Caveat Emptor 
 
 

Be aware that WBKA is not        
responsible for any goods or      
services advertised in Warwickshire 
Beekeeper or on the website.  
Anyone purchasing bees or nuclei 
should satisfy themselves that they 
are  disease free and that they are 
aware of the provenance of any 
queens.  

  
Tomlow Bees 

For Beekeeping Essentials 

Wax, Frames, Feed, Hardware 

HONEY EXTRACTING SERVICES 

Honey sold in tubs and jars. 
  

David Stott 

Thorn Furlong Farm 

Stockton 

CV47 8HU 

01926 813802 Evenings/Weekends 

tomlow.bees@virgin.net 
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Sun 15 
May 

  Hive Inspections & Group Chat! 

S4 Juneun 
19 Jun 

  Hive Inspections & Group Chat! 
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As members of the WBKA you are welcome to attend ANY of the  
meetings listed on the Diary pages 

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

1 Nov  Social Evening 
Park House 

Sutton 
Coldfield 

14 Nov 7.30pm Branch Meeting  Communication & Control in  
Colony Reproduction. Celia Davis NBD.   
Solihull Methodist Church, Blossomfield Road 

Solihull 

16 Nov 7.30pm Branch Meeting  Allergy to Stings  Dr A Huisson 
Friends Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby 

Rugby 

17 Nov  Chairman’s Evening 
Erdington Methodist Centre 

Sutton 
Coldfield 

21 Nov 7.30pm Branch Meeting  
Asian Hornet Update Dave Bonner 
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane, Allesley,  
CV5 9EQ 

Coventry 

25 Nov 7.30pm Branch Meeting  Wax Reclamation and  
Processing   Douglas Nethercleft  
Dame Elizabeth Cadbury Hall, Firbank Close, 
Bournville, B30 1UA 

Birmingham 

3 Dec 12noon 
for 1pm 
meal 

Christmas Lunch 
Westley Hotel, Westley Road, Acocks Green 
http://www.bw-westleyhotel.co.uk/  contact Social 
Sec: Diana Phillips  0121 444 4005 

Birmingham 

5 Dec  Social Evening 
Park House 

Sutton 
Coldfield 

12 Dec 7.30pm Christmas Branch Meeting 
Old Beekeeping Videos and Nibbles 
Solihull Methodist Church, Blossomfield Road 

Solihull 

13 Dec  Christmas Meal 
Park House 

Sutton 
Coldfield 

21 Dec 7.30pm Christmas Quiz & Bring a Plate Buffet 
Friends Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby 

Rugby 

21 Dec 7.30pm Christmas Branch Meeting 
Christmas Quiz & bring an item for the buffet table 
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane, Allesley,  
CV5 9EQ 

Coventry 

    

    

http://www.bw-westleyhotel.co.uk/

