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The summer is over and so are most of the local honey shows, but we still have our 
winter meetings to look forward to.  I managed to visit a few branch apiaries in July 
and I must thank all those who made me most welcome.  All the visits were enjoyable 
and it was good to meet people.  Unfortunately, I didn’t receive invitations from all 
branches but I hope to visit some of the branches during the winter. 
 

By the time you read this we will have had our last discussion within the Executive 
Committee on the new Constitution and, providing the Trustees are happy with the 
final document, it will be sent to the Charity Commission for their approval prior to it 
being put before the membership at the AGM in March.  Such matters may seem 
tedious and far removed from our precious bees, but it is essential that the County 
Association, as a Registered Charity, has good governance.  We hope that once the 
Constitution is approved, we can go forward within a sound and modern framework. 
 

The Central Association of Beekeepers is holding its annual Conference at the  
Woodside Hotel in Kenilworth from the 18th to 20th November.  This is a super venue 
and the lectures are always fascinating, being given by research workers from around 
the UK, working on a variety of projects.  It would be lovely to see more Warwickshire 
members there – after all we don’t need to pay for accommodation.   

Celia Davis 

 

FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

 

National Beekeeping Centre 
Stoneleigh Park, Kenilworth, CV8 2LG 

 
 

Speaker:  Chris Park 
 

Saturday 22nd October 2016 
10.00am arrival for tea / coffee and biscuits 

prior to lecture start at 10.30. 
 
Chris is an environmentalist and accomplished storyteller. He will be running his ever 
popular skep-making workshop at this year’s National Honey Show.  
He is probably best known for navigating the River Thames from source to estuary in 
a self constructed coracle.  For a flavour of the talk check out Acorn Education at  

http://www.acorneducation.com/homepage.html 

 

Warwickshire  Autumn County Lecture 

Britain, The Island of Honey 
A Historical Perspective 

http://www.acorneducation.com/homepage.html
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This family is in sharp contrast to some 
of those we have looked at this year, as 
it contains so few species in only three 
genera:  Hedera, Fatsia and Aralia.  The 
last two are of only passing interest to 
us as beekeepers but Hedera contains 
the ivies, which are of immense       
importance to honey bees and many 
other insects. There are a number of 
species, subspecies and cultivated  
varieties of ivy, but the common ivy, 
Hedera helix, is the one we are        
concerned with here. 
 

I have a love/hate relationship with ivy.  
In the last few years it seems to have 
taken off in a big way and is now found 
festooning trees everywhere, climbing 
over buildings and even growing out 
into grassy areas.  It is extremely     
difficult to remove, although a certain 
grim pleasure can be had pulling the 
trailing stems and seeing how long you 
can get them before they break.       
Otherwise I find myself using finger 
nails to prise them from tree trunks and 
other places where they are not wanted. 
 

Ivy has two forms of stem; creeping and 
flowering.  The creeping stems wander 
over the ground searching for        
somewhere to climb.  Their leaves are 
smoother and not the characteristic 
shape of the leaves on the climbing 
stems and the creeping stems may form 
a mat on the ground.  Once the     
creeping stem has found somewhere to 
climb, it begins its upward trek.  It may 
be a wall, tree, fence, anything that it 
can fasten onto with its little roots, which 
occur all along the stems and which 
make it very difficult to remove them 
from the support.  These roots do not 
obtain any food from the support, so ivy  

 

CREEPERS AND CLIMBERS 
Araliaceae 

 

Celia F Davis 

cannot be classed as a parasite, but just 
act as anchors, enabling the stems to 
reach great heights sometimes.  The 
leaves then change to the characteristic 
three-lobed ivy shape and the flowers 
appear on the tips of these climbing 
stems.  Although the books say they 
need sun to flower, I have seen plenty 
of ivy that flowers quite well in the 
shade.  Trees can become quite      
inundated with ivy causing them to be 
top heavy and reducing dramatically the 
amount of light reaching their leaves. 
Smaller trees can sometimes snap off 
from the weight, particularly after heavy 
rain or high winds.  This is all made 
worse by the fact that ivy is evergreen.  
However, this luxuriant growth provides 
nesting sites for small birds and a home 
for many insects, particularly in the 
overwintering stage of their life-cycles. 
 
So far the ‘hate’ part of the relationship 
seems to be winning, but ivy flowers are 
so attractive to bees and other insects, 
that it is impossible to not love it.  You 
only have to watch a busy hive in     
autumn bringing in load after load of 
yellow ivy pollen to realise the value of 
this plant.  The flowers are produced in 
clusters called umbels, at the ends of 
the stems and are pale coloured,  
greenish structures.  The ovary which 
forms a small mound in the middle of 
the flower becomes covered with nectar 
that is therefore accessible to all visiting 
insects and it is common to see late 
butterflies, wasps and many species of 
flies, feeding on patches of ivy on sunny 
days.  The nectar is very rich in sugar, 
so much so that it frequently dries up on 
the flower leaving a dry sugary residue.  
It also granulates very quickly when  
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Recipe of the month  
Douglas Nethercleft 

Beehive Cookies 
(Makes approx. 30) 

 

Ingredients 
4 tbsp honey 
1 egg – beaten 
1 tsp vanilla essence 
450g shredded coconut 
225g walnuts – chopped 
225g dates – chopped 
2 tbsp flour - plain 
 

Method 
 Mix together the egg, honey and 

vanilla. Beat until well blended 
and stir in the coconut and nuts.  

 Coat the dates with the flour and 
add to the mixture. 

 Drop tablespoonfuls onto a 
greased baking sheet.  

 Bake at 170˚C (325˚F, gas mark 
3) for twelve minutes or until 
slightly brown. 

 
Acknowledgement: Honey and its 
many health benefits – Margaret Briggs 

bees carry it home, but it is reputed to 
have a pleasant flavour and is the last, 
often very important, honey produced in 
the year.  Both the nectar and the pollen 
provide important sources of food for 
the colonies as they prepare for winter, 
although the stored honey granulates 
very rapidly in the comb.     

Ivy flowers provide an abundance of late 
nectar and pollen  Photo: Celia Davis 

There are two interesting footnotes to 
the story of ivy.  One is the appearance 
of a little solitary bee, Colletes hederae, 
from the Continent in 2001.  It was first 
recorded in Dorset and has since     
extended its range northwards as far as 
Shropshire, Staffordshire and Norfolk, 
so it is present in parts of Warwickshire.  
It has a gingery thorax and a striped 
abdomen, collects its pollen pretty well 
exclusively from ivy and so is about at 
this time of year  This is very late for a 
solitary bee. The second is the holly 
blue butterfly which, despite its name, 
uses ivy as its food plant for its second 
brood of larvae.  (The first brood feed 
inside holly buds but clearly these are 
not available later in the year.) The  
larvae develop inside the buds of the ivy 
flowers and the pretty little butterflies 
can often be seen flying around          
ivy-covered trees.  There are some  
species of moth larvae that also feed on 
ivy leaves. 
Once the flowers of ivy have vanished  

they are replaced by purple/black fruits 
and these are eaten avidly by many 
birds, particularly the winter-visiting 
thrushes such as Fieldfares and      
Redwings, so on balance, the ivy is 
really a tremendously valuable plant for 
wildlife in general, but I still prefer it kept 
under control in my garden 
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sessions were filled by the Warwick and 
Leamington branch and the others by 
Rugby (4), Solihull (1), Coventry (1) and 
Sutton (1). 
We received a very warm welcome from 
the staff at BBKA who not only         
entertained us with tea, coffee and    
biscuits but regaled us with details of 
rare breeds of sheep, lampshades and 
other matters. 
A big thank you to all members who 
helped in the scheme, some             
occasionally, others on a weekly basis.  
We all enjoyed and learnt from the   
experience.  The BBKA were extremely 
grateful for the assistance which goes in 
part to thanking them for the help they 
give us in return.  They would welcome 
the same again next year. 

BBKA HQ receives up to 300 calls per 
day during the swarming season about 
flying insects and the majority are      
not concerning honey bees.  The          
h e a d q u a r t e r s  i s  s t a f f e d  b y                
administrative personnel only and the 
calls greatly disrupt their work.  The 
majority of the calls are secondary   
referrals from city and town councils.  
Some councils enquire as to the nature 
of the insect and refer accordingly;   
others refer any insect that flies to the 
BBKA.  It was agreed that the Warwick 
and Leamington branch would lead in 
offering assistance in dealing with the 
calls and did so from 8th May until 8th 
July. The system was christened 
'Swarmline'. 
1394 calls were taken over the period.  
Some callers had been erroneously told 
that bees were a protected species and 
could not be destroyed.  Very few were 
able to describe the insects, but were 
able to describe the location - in a bird 
box, going in and out of a hole in the 
wall, coming in and out under the gutter 
- giving some inkling of the nature of the 
insect concerned.  Some were       
frightened - 'they might bite the children' 
- and just needed reassurance.  By and 
large if they were a large ball in a hedge 
or hanging off a wall they were deemed 
a honey bee swarm and the caller was 
referred to a swarm collector.  If the 
insects were large and fluffy and also 
came out of a hole, for example a bird 
box then they were deemed bumble 
bees and referred to the Bumble Bee 
Trust.  The majority however, were  
neither honey bees nor bumble bees 
and it was suggested the caller contact 
a pest controller. 
68 out of the 88 possible sessions were 
filled (77%) with an average of 20.5 
calls per session.  63 of the 68 (93%)  

For Sale 
Three Hives  

with Colonies  
£270 Each 

 

Each cedar National hive comprises: 

 Varroa floor and insert 

 Brood box and ten frames plus 
dummy - with colony currently in 
all stages  

 Queen excluder 

 Fast feeder – currently taking syrup 
down 

 Two supers with frames 

 Crown board with excluder(s) 

 Roof 
For collection from my allotment in 
Stockingford, Nuneaton.  Preference 
given to beekeepers with some        
experience.  I am cutting down         
beekeeping as I get more creaky.  
Julia Wallis; 02476328527 or 
07801414335.  

SWARMLINE - 2016 
 

Peter Stanworth 
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TOM’S COLUMN (& TIM’S) 
Tim Newcombe 

and I found two short of supplies. This 
has now been remedied and I have not 
s ince had the same problem.           
Incidentally I had a stall at the Shipston 
Food Festival last weekend to sell my 
apple juice and honey. This great event 
took place in the square. I was very 
conveniently sandwiched between the 
impressive SBKA stall and that of the 
Cotswold Distillery which was serving 
gin inspired cocktails. Some came my 
way (which livened up proceedings) in 
return for some apple juice which they 
used and promoted with their cocktails. 
David Blower gave a talk on bees and 
the demonstration hive attracted many 
to the well stocked and well manned 
SBKA stall. 
 

Robbing: Prevention is the best option. 
Now is the time to be on guard and  
follow the good advice to feed syrup 
during the evening, not to spill syrup 
anywhere in the apiary, not to leave any 
attractive items exposed to attract 
wasps or bees, and not to leave the 
hives open for long during inspection. In 
other words do nothing to excite other 
bees or wasps unnecessarily. Make 
sure they all have sufficient food at least 
until your next visit, but now is the time 
to feed if they have insufficient stores 
for winter. Robbing spreads like wildfire 
once started. 

Wax moth: This time it isn’t Tom, but a 
friend of his, (genuinely, he does have 
friends). It is not unheard of for         
beekeepers to postpone dealing with 
stored frames. As time proceeds there 
is a suspicion that an inspection might 
discover wax moth. Tom’s friend had 
procrastinated long enough. He       
tentatively opened the cardboard boxes 
containing the frames which were 
stored at his business premises.    

Upon arrival at my out apiary on 22nd 
August I found a swarm hanging      
beneath one of my hives. My visit was 
for feeding purposes only and I was ill 
prepared for catching a swarm. I 
checked inside and sure enough, a ripe 
queen cell was present. I didn’t want to 
return home for the right equipment or 
risk losing the swarm so I chose to   
improvise with no more than a metal 
container for my smoker and a reflective 
jacket. The journey home was exciting 
enough. Every bump and bend was felt 
by me as well as the bees. When we 
arrived, half the bees were quite happily 
stationed on top of the container as well 
as the jacket; so it was then an        
interesting exercise to get them down to 
the bottom of the garden and installed in 
their new home. This was successful 
and they are now doing well. As for the 
original hive, I returned four days later 
and was lucky enough to see the virgin 
queen emerging from her cell with the 
help of one obliging worker. I fumbled 
for my phone camera but she was far 
too quick for that and rushed down  
toward the dark interior. I checked   
recently and she has laid a few eggs. 
Time will tell whether she has mated 
well. I will keep an eye on her and 
merge if necessary. More on autumn 
mating in a moment. 

It has been a busy time just recently. 
Some early apples have started my 
collection and pressing routine for   
making apple juice and cider. I usually 
have an audience of wasps but for the 
first time, the press and emerging juice 
was covered with honey bees. It was 
very distracting as I interrupted the 
process many times to rescue the bees 
from drowning. This caused me to 
check the food levels of my bees nearby  
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A diabolical mess and writhing,        
wriggling grubs greeted him. In horror 
he taped the boxes  up and               
procrastinated some more. I presume 
that he hoped they would die from    
suffocation but NO. When he ventured 
next into the store room they had 
chewed through the cardboard and 
were on the rampage.  The stuff of 
sleepless nights and fertile imaginings. 
Headlines could read...‘Wax moth    
larvae consume warehouse’ and ‘they 
were last seen approaching the village 
of Winderton’. Prevention is far better in 
this case too. Dispose of old brood 
frames. Don’t store them with super 
frames. If you do keep some brood 
frames treat them in good time with 
Acetic Acid or Sulphur and prevent wax 
moth entry. The disadvantage of the 
former treatment is that it corrodes 
metal if left in for more than a few days. 
 

I have been very fortunate recently to 
have been given a box full of old bee 
books by a lady whose late husband 
and grandfather both kept bees. There 
are some real treasures. One I’m    
reading at the moment is ‘The          
Beekeepers Guide’ by W. Herrod-
Hempsall. Written at the outbreak of 
WW2 and updated throughout the war 
for the benefit of beekeepers doing their 
bit for the war effort. Much wisdom lies 
within. I quote one or two extracts which 
may be of interest. 
 

On queen rearing. “The beekeeper 
should obtain a strain of bee (by      
selective breeding) that befits his     
particular requirements and, MOST 
IMPORTANT is adapted to the district in 
which he lives”. 
 

“In order to secure drones early the 
following spring see to it that, when  
preparing for winter, one of the combs 
near the centre of the brood chamber 
be devoted to this purpose and contains 

a fair percentage of drone cells”. 

“Requeen with home reared queens all  

those colonies which shall be devoted 
to honey production the following      
season. Autumn is the time to re-queen, 
not the spring”. 
 

His reasons why... 
1:  Purchasing new queens in spring is 
more costly. 
2:  The most important time for rearing 
brood is in the first months of the year; 
from late January onwards. As a new 
queen cannot be introduced until April 
at the earliest which is in his opinion,  
too late to ensure a thriving population 
by spring.  Also “by introducing the 
queen immediately after the honey  
harvest, observation can be kept on her 
performance and if unsatisfactory, there 
is time to remove and replace her with 
another”. 
 

On robb ing  (not  now  t o  be                
recommended of course, but mentioned 
just for interest) ...“Sprinkle Carbolic 
Acid on straw and place over the     
entrance. All but the residents will be 
deterred from entering”. 
 

On ants...“Rub the leaves of Tansy, 
Walnut or Tomato plants on the legs of 
the hive”. (I might try that next time I 
have an ant problem). 
 

O n  W a x  m o t h ,  ( a g a i n  n o t                  
recommended)... “Napthalene should 
always be present in the brood chamber 

and the wrappings” in the roof space.    

Wax moth Photo: BBKA                                                                                                                              
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striped abdomens and a furry ginger 
thorax. Several may be seen together 
on ivy flowers, particularly if there is a 
nest site nearby. 
They are now locally common in   
southern England and are spreading 
north and west into the Midlands and 
Wales.  
Unlike honeybees, the ivy bee is      
solitary. After mating, the female digs a 
burrow in loose earth or sand and    
creates underground chambers. She  

Ivy bees (Colletes hederae) were first 
seen in the British Isles in Dorset in 
2001, having arrived from continental 
Europe. They feed exclusively on the 
nectar of ivy flowers and consequently 
emerge in mid or late September to take 
advantage of the flowering season of 
the ivy and are on the wing until early 
November. 
They are the last solitary bees to 
emerge and because there are so few 
other bees around at this time of year, 
are relatively easy to identify. They look 
like small honeybees with orange  

lays several eggs which she supplies 
with pollen as food for the larvae when 
they hatch. She dies after a few weeks 
but the larvae pupate, staying           
underground and emerging as adults in  
the following autumn. 
Tens or even hundreds of females nest 
close together in colonies, usually on 
sandy banks. The male bees wait by the 
burrows for females to emerge before 
ambushing them. Many males may  
attempt to mate with a single female, 
forming a writhing mass, or mating ball.  
 

The Bees, Wasps and Ants Recording 
Scheme (BWARS) is monitoring the 
spread of the ivy bee and needs your 
recordings. 
 

Adapted from http://www.bbc.co.uk/earth/
story/20141001-new-bee-on-the-block 

Ivy Bees 

Photo: Richard Woodhouse  - Reigate 
BKA via ebees 

WHY BEES CAN SURVIVE 
HITTING WINDOWS  

 
Bees fly quite fast for their size but in 
absolute terms their speed is only 
around 11km/h; faster than bumblebees 
but much slower than most birds. But 
the main thing that protects them from 
damage as they bash into solid objects 
is their very low mass. Kinetic energy is 
equal to half the mass multiplied by the 
velocity squared. For an insect that 
weighs less than 100mg, this comes to 
less than half a millijoule of energy. This 
is the same as the energy an adult   
human male would have at a practically 
immobile speed of 3mm per sec. 
However, we all realise that a bee hit by 
a moving car, which has high kinetic 
energy, reverses this situation... 
 

Stuart Ching Nottingham BKA via ebees

(adapted from BBC Focus magazine) 
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On 20th September 2016 The National 
Bee Unit confirmed that there had been 
a sighting of the Asian hornet in the 
Tetbury area of Gloucestershire – the 
first time the hornet has been           
discovered on the UK main land       
although there were reports during the 
summer of Asian hornets being sighted 
on Jersey and Alderney in the Channel 
Islands. 
 

Work to locate, identify, destroy and 
remove any nests was  reported to be  
already underway including; 
 

 The setting up of a three mile     
surveillance zone around Tetbury.  

 The opening of a local control centre 
to co-ordinate the response 

 The deployment of Bee Inspectors 
across the area who are using    
infrared cameras and hornet traps to 
try to locate any nests 

 The readying of nest disposal     
experts capable of using pesticides 
to kill the hornets and destroy any 
nests which may be discovered. 

 

The hornet found in Tetbury is currently 
undergoing DNA testing at the National 
Bee Unit in North Yorkshire to try to  
establish how it may have arrived  in the 
UK. 

Asian hornets arrived in France in 2004 
and have spread rapidly northward so 
that they are now common across large 
areas of Europe It is believed the     
species will not be able survive in the 
north of the UK due to colder winters. 

 

Nicola Spence, Defra Deputy Director 
for Plant and Bee Health, said: 
 

‘We have been anticipating the arrival of 
the Asian hornet for some years and 
have a well-established protocol in  

place to eradicate them and control any 
potential spread. 
It is important to remember they pose 
no greater risk to human health than a 
bee, though we recognise the damage 
they can cause to honey bee colonies. 
That’s why we are taking swift and   
robust action to identify and destroy any 
nests. 
We remain vigilant across the country, 
working closely with the National Bee 
Unit and their nationwide network of 
bee inspectors.’ 

 

Do not under any circumstances      
disturb or provoke an active hornets’ 
nest. Anyone who thinks they have 
seen an Asian hornet should send  
location details and if possible a           
photograph to  
alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk 

 

ASIAN HORNET 
Already here? 

Identification; 

 Thorax dark brown / black bordered 
with a fine yellow band 

 Abdomen dark brown / black except 
for fourth segment which is yellowy 
orange 

 Upper legs brown with yellow lower 
legs 

 Smaller than our native European 
horntet; workers up to 25mm long, 
queens up to 30mm long 

mailto:alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk
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Birmingham Branch 
The 81st Birmingham Open Honey 
Show took place on 3rd and 4th         
September at Martineau Gardens, and 
once again was a fabulous success!  
Unfortunately, Saturday’s weather   
depleted visitor numbers, but the dry 
and warm weather on Sunday more 
than made up for the visitors we would 
usually expect. The judge, Mr Alan 
Woodward of Doncaster, was very 
pleased and impressed with the      
standard of honey products on show 
and extended his congratulations to the 
exhibitors.   
The RSPCA, The Wild Life Trust and 
The Bumble Bee Conservation Trust 
were invited to attend the show and all 
reported good attendance and St John 
Ambulance members demonstrated life 
saving CPR techniques.  The Lord 
Mayor of Birmingham, Cllr. Carl Rice, 
visited the show on Saturday afternoon 
and David Gregory Kumar (the bloke off  

BBC telly) awarded the prizes on     
Sunday and closed the Show.   
Our own Sharif Khan appeared on   
Midlands Today a few days later and  
our very own President, Stanley Dolphin 
gave an interview to The Birmingham 
Mail and had his own little bit of fame.  
Follow the following link to see The  
Birmingham Mail item with Stan       
Dolphin; 
http://www.birminghammail.co.uk/whats
-on/watch-birmingham-honey-show-
secrets-11839523 
Honey and cake sales went very well 
again this year and I imagine those 
working on all the stalls were all      
shattered. 

Jennifer Williets 
 

Coventry & District 
Branch 
www.covbeebranch.co.uk 
The WBKA draft constitution has gone 
through its consultation period and   
following feedback from branches, is  

 

WB is available to read online & in colour! 
 

warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To access ‘members only’ pages contact your  
Branch  Secretary for the user name and password 

Branch News 

http://www.birminghammail.co.uk/whats-on/watch-birmingham-honey-show-secrets-11839523
http://www.birminghammail.co.uk/whats-on/watch-birmingham-honey-show-secrets-11839523
http://www.birminghammail.co.uk/whats-on/watch-birmingham-honey-show-secrets-11839523
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A number have already expressed   
interest in attending the full Beginner’s             
Beekeeping Course we will run in    
February next year. 
Our plans for winter talks at branch 
meetings seem to be panning out quite 
well and I hope that a full schedule will 
shortly be published on our branch  
website. 
As always, please see our website via 
the url given above if you would like any 
other information about our branch and 
associated events. 

Bill Crofts 
 

Rugby Branch 
The weather and the wonderful bakers 
and cake makers were smiling with us, 
as we enjoyed a delightful Summer  
Social gathering recently, courtesy of 
Margaret and Dick in their beautifully 
blooming garden. 
The monthly meetings for the branch 
are about to begin as the nights start to 
draw in. Do attend when you can and 
enjoy the warmth of the company as 
you listen to the knowledgeable     
speakers each month covering diverse 
and interesting topics . 
Please remember the Branch Annual 
Honey Show on the 15th of October. 
Should you be a new beekeeper or 
more experienced, do enter your      
exhibits, enjoy the day and listen to Tim 
Foden talking about preparing honey for 
sale, or just go along and see the    
wonderful displays of hive produce.  We 
have members who have been awarded 
prizes and trophies in the County and 
National Honey Show; it truly is an   
experience seeing such standards in 
our Branch. 

Gail Plester 

Branch News 

now in its final form pending approval by 
the Trustees. By the time you read this, 
the WBKA Executive Committee will 
have met on the 28th September to 
agree the final version. Once approved, 
I will put it on our branch website for 
members to view if they wish.           
Remember that everyone was given the 
opportunity to comment on it when the 
initial draft  version was circulated on 
the CovBee Forum some time ago. 
On a lighter note, we held our second 
Beekeeping Taster afternoon on      
Saturday 10 th September. Twelve    
enthusiastic candidates turned up to 
Ryton on a rather damp day. However, 
the worst of the rain held off, and they 
all seemed to enjoy their experience. 
The day was run by Graham & Jean 
Hobbins, Julia & Pete Barclay, and Bill 
Crofts.  The group experienced a ‘show 
and tell’ session on the basics of      
beekeeping equipment and beekeeping 
husbandry, honey processing, and they 
all put on a bee suit and spent some 
time handling bees in the apiary. They 
went home very pleased with their   
experience and were armed with an 
excellent ‘goodie bag’ put together for 
them by Graham & Jean.  

Our group of 12 Taster Afternoon        
attendees, about to go home with         
certificates and goodie bags. 
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Shipston Branch 
August saw the official opening of Shipston's new training apiary. Situated at the back 
of The Gate Inn, Upper Brailes it was the perfect venue for the branch barbecue and 
about thirty members enjoyed a very pleasant evening of food, and lots of bee talk. 
For our new beekeepers it marked the end of their season's practical tuition and they 
were delighted to receive some honey from the hives they tended.  

Branch News 

With the inclusion of the new beekeepers membership of Shipston's branch has 
reached a milestone of one hundred members. This has contributed to the popularity 
of the 1st Tuesday meeting (coupled with James' excellent comparing), held in The 
Gate's smaller room and this has meant we have had to move the meeting to 2nd 
Monday  evenings so we could have use of the larger room in the pub.  
It was decided not to hold a honey show this year because of anticipated low honey 
yields coupled with the poor support of last year's show, so September's meeting saw 
some members bring honey, mead and other products of the hive for others to     
sample. There was quite a range of honeys reflecting different sources of nectar from 
apiaries around the area.  
Mid August saw us at the Tysoe Show where, despite at times having to hang onto 
our gazebo in high winds and rain, our observation hive and honey tasting proved 
very popular with children and adults alike. 
As I write we are readying ourselves for the Shipston Food Festival where Shipston 
beekeepers will have a presence for the first time. 

Margery Blower 
 

Solihull Branch 
It's been a busy time for our members! On the 10th September we set off on our 
branch excursion to visit The Hive installation at The Royal Botanic  Gardens at Kew. 
Our Hon. Treasurer Nicola was in charge and everything  worked out extremely well 
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Branch News 

John Narramore 
While the judging was taking place, 
Sarah and Andrew organised and ran a 
fun quiz which was won by Mandy and 
Brian Cadge with Denise and Richard 
Grove.  
Looking ahead, it's time for the Apiary 
Clean Up on 2nd October at 2.30pm. 
Apart from making sure everything is 
ready for winter, it is also an opportunity 
to compare notes on beekeeping and 
enjoy some good cake in the process.  
The first of our indoor meetings then 
follows on 10th October. This time it is 
Soap Making with Dr Sarah Robb.   

Theresa Simkin 
 

Sutton Coldfield & 
North Birmingham 
Branch 
Bee Venom Allergy - The importance of 
recognition & treatment of allergic    
reactions. Jane Haslegrave, Heart of 
England Foundation Trust 
Jane is a healthcare professional with 
over 10 years of experience in         
immunology. She explained how allergic 
reactions don’t occur on the first       
exposure but rather they prime the 
body’s immune system so that it reacts 
when exposed again. Jane also       
exp la i ned  how  reac t i ons  a re            
categorised into three responses that a 
body has; “local reactions”, “large  local 
reactions” and the most serious, 
“systemic reactions”.  
Jane works with people that have had 
the serious systemic reactions and she 
explained how she and her colleagues 
attempt to desensitise people to       
various allergies. They have a very high 
success rate with various venomous 
stings including wasps and bees and 
other allergies like pollen and nuts. She 
has more people being treated for     
 

apart from the weather. It rained all day 
and light values were very subdued, but 
not our mood. And being Solihull      
beekeepers we naturally enjoyed     
savoury muffins on the way there     
courtesy of Gordon and cake on the 
way back by Denise (even though she 
had been stuck on the M5 most of the 
evening before).  
The Hive itself is a juxtaposition of   
artistic design and science, the structure 
being electronically connected to a 
nearby beehive with sounds and   
movement in the colony being          
interpreted by lights and sounds in the 
structure. The colony must have been 
having a bit of a sulk when I visited  
because everything was quiet. We were 
all fascinated by the audio information 
though. There are several posts around 
the lower section of the structure, which 
have slots at various heights with a  
supply of wooden lolly type sticks at the 
top. The visitor inserts one end of a 
stick into the slot whilst clenching the 
other end between their teeth and    
covering their ears. Commentary and 
sounds then come through the teeth 
loud and clear!  
Our Branch Honey Show followed just 
two days  later.  John Lowe, our Honey 
Show Secretary tells me he was 
pleased with the event overall, although 
we were just three entries short of being 
able to award a certificate of merit. He 
thought the new venue worked very well 
(Red Lion in Shirley) and judge John 
Goodwin of Cheshire, was impressed 
with the quality of some entries.  
The awards were as follows: 
Ted Scott Trophy for novices: Roger 
Taylor 
CW Dutton Cup for runner up on points: 
Mandy Cadge 
SB Stokes Cup for most points: Alan 
Taylor 
PD Lishman Trophy for comb classes: 
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allergic reactions to wasp stings than 
bee stings but all the people that she is 
treating for bee venom are beekeepers. 
It’s important for us as beekeepers to be 
aware of what a serious anaphylaxis 
reaction (systemic reaction) is and what 
to look out for. The symptoms occur 
very rapidly, within 5 minutes, the    
patient can have tightness of the chest, 
wheezing, coughing and difficulty 
breathing. The person could have  
swelling of throat and tongue. Swelling 
could also occur around the skin      
including the face and lips. Blood    
pressure also falls. It’s important to  
react to these signs as quickly as     
possible. You should ; 

 Dial 999 Tell them what has happen, 
where you are and that you believe 
it to be an anaphylaxis reaction.  

 Lay the person down with legs 
raised.  

 If they know they are allergic and 
have medication, get them to apply 
the adrenaline immediately. Repeat 
the dose if possible after 5 minutes. 

 An antihistamine can also help. 

 Get them transferred to A&E 

 They should be referred by a Dr to 
s pec ia l i s t  m an agem en t  f o r         
treatment. 

Jane noted that if you take an          
antihistamine before inspecting your 
colonies it masks the effects of any     
reaction, so to avoid doing this. 
Jane's talk on this subject was received 
well, as was evident by the number of 
questions people had for her. She also 
demonstrated how to apply an     
adrenaline injection using a dummy 
device. The members particularly     
enjoyed this as the patient was the 
chairman of Sutton Branch James 
Mundye. (see photo) 

Jitesh Patel 

Branch News 

Warwick & Leamington 
Branch 
Phew!!  Public shows are now over and 
we are looking forward to the Branch 
Honey Show, skep making course and 
the start of normal autumn/winter 
branch meetings.  These allow us to not 
feel too bad about the bees and      
summer weather, as we all benefit or 
suffer the same, and it's good to talk...   
No doubt everyone has been busy   
extracting and jarring this year’s honey 
crop, making sure labels are correct and 
generally pushing forward the final burst 
o f  beekeeping, w ith medic ina l         
treatment, feeding etc.  It is no wonder 
that we take 'winter' holidays, I really did 
not realise how exhausting but fun   
beekeeping can be.  Is it me, are has 
anyone else been called to collect late 
swarms/casts of bees lately? What is 
happening?? But, isn't that always a   
beekeepers question...?  'Til next time 

Mary Pemberton 
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Tomlow Bees 

For Beekeeping Essentials 
Wax, Frames, Feed, Hardware 

HONEY EXTRACTING SERVICES 

Honey sold in tubs and jars. 
  

David Stott 

Thorn Furlong Farm 

Stockton 

CV47 8HU 
01926 813802 Evenings/Weekends 

tomlow.bees@virgin.net 

MORE BAD BEE JOKES! 
 

Q: Where do bees go on       

holiday? 

A:  Stingapore 

 

Q: What's a bee's favourite 

flower? 

A:  Beegonia 

 

Q: When a bee is in your hand, 

what is in your eye? 

A: Beauty – it's in the eye of the 

beholder! 
 

Source: princetonbees.webs.com/

beepunsandjokes.htm 
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Sun 15 
May 

  Hive Inspections & Group Chat! 

S4 Juneun 
19 Jun 

  Hive Inspections & Group Chat! 
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Caveat Emptor 
 

Be aware that WBKA is not responsible for any goods or services advertised 
in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the website. Anyone purchasing bees or 
nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are  disease free and that they are 
aware of the provenance of any queens.  
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As members of the WBKA you are welcome to attend ANY of the  
meetings listed on the Diary pages 

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

1 Oct 11am to 
5.00pm 

Steam Day  
Winterbourne House & Garden, Edgbaston.   

Birmingham 

2 Oct 2.30pm Apiary Clean Up 
Branch apiary, Ravenshaw 

Solihull 

10 Oct 7.30pm Branch Meeting  Soap Making - Sarah Robb 
Solihull Methodist Church, Blossomfield Road 

Solihull 

15 Oct 2.00 to 
5.00pm 

Branch Honey Show   
Judges; John Home - Honey,  
Shelley McGonigle - Cakes 
United Reformed Church Hall, Hillmorton Road 

Rugby 

17 Oct 7.30pm Branch Honey Show  staging from 7.00pm 
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane, Allesley,  
CV5 9EQ 

Coventry 

20 Oct  Branch Meeting  Lecture TBA 
Erdington Methodist Centre 

Sutton 
Coldfield 

28 Oct 7.30pm Branch Meeting  
Managing Allergic Reactions to Bee Stings  Dr An-
jali Ekbote, Consultant Immunologist  
Dame Elizabeth Cadbury Hall, Firbank Close, 
Bournville, B30 1UA 

Birmingham 

14 Nov 7.30pm Branch Meeting  Communication & Control in  
Colony Reproduction. Celia Davis NBD.   
Solihull Methodist Church, Blossomfield Road 

Solihull 

16 Nov 7.30pm Branch Meeting  Allergy to Stings  Dr A Huisson 
Friends Meeting House, Regent Street, Rugby 

Rugby 

17 Nov  Chairman’s Evening 
Erdington Methodist Centre 

Sutton 
Coldfield 

21 Nov 7.30pm Branch Meeting Subject TBC 
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane, Allesley,  
CV5 9EQ 

Coventry 

25 Nov 7.30pm Branch Meeting  Wax Reclamation and  
Processing   Douglas Nethercleft  
Dame Elizabeth Cadbury Hall, Firbank Close, 
Bournville, B30 1UA 

Birmingham 


