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FROM THE CHAIRMAN
The next Trustee Meeting is scheduled for 28 th September, when we will discuss the
final version of the new Constitution. This should have been available to as many
members as possible for comment. The consultation period has now closed and final
touches are being put to the document based on suggestions from you, the
members. Providing that the Trustees agree, the final Constitution will be put to the
County AGM in March 2017 for final acceptance. This will be a big step forward,
bringing us up-to-date with changes to Charity Law which have taken place over the
past few years, and also clearing up a few anomalies and misunderstandings within
our own organisation. We hope that within this framework the Charity can go
forward.
Also this month, on the 24th is the County Show. Details are on the website and we
hope as many of you as possible will support this event, either as exhibitors or as
visitors. Honey shows give us the opportunity to showcase our products and to
interact with the general public, an experience which can be interesting, inspiring or
depressing, but is always worthwhile.
At the last Trustee meeting a request from BBKA to assist with financing The
International Meeting of Young Beekeepers was discussed. This event will be held in
England next year. It had been suggested that each Branch should contribute £1 per
member, but it was decided that, as the funds were quite healthy, the money would
be contributed from County funds.

Celia F Davis

Letter to the Editor
Hi Julia,
You will remember that a couple of months ago, we reported that some frames of
stores had been stolen from our Branch Apiary. One of our members has now had
the bees stolen from three hives at her out-apiary.
There may have been two thefts. On the first occasion a queen disappeared 3 weeks
after being mated. Whether this loss was caused by a human or by nature is not
known. However, on the second occasion, the hives, which had been secured with
ratchet straps, had been moved and the straps interfered with. The equipment was
marked and that was not taken, but all the bees had been shaken off. When our
member went to the site, the only bees present were the foragers - and of course,
they were not able to care for the brood, so that was all chilled.
There is CCTV at the site and this is being checked. The police have been informed
and they have commented that many such thefts go unreported. If the theft is not
reported, it does not get into the statistics and so it appears that there is no
problem. If you suffer a theft at your apiary, please report it to the police.

Ian Davidson
Solihull Branch
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MOORS AND HEATHS
Ericaceae
Celia F Davis
middle of August and continues until the
end of September. This, of course,
means that the weather is often not
favourable for bees, especially on the
hills, being either too cold, too windy,
too wet, or all three. Young heather
plants are more productive than old
ones, so colonies situated on grouse
moors, managed to encourage young
growth, often get the best crops.
Heather honey production is therefore,
a chancy operation requiring very full
colonies with young queens, but also a
need to keep an eye on conditions, as
colonies on the moors can quickly
starve. The end result is worth the
trouble as it is such a prized honey,
fetching higher prices than floral honey.
It is thixotropic, which means that it
cannot be extracted in the usual way
and needs to be pressed, agitated
before extraction, or sold as cut comb.

The Heathers and Heaths, the family I
have chosen for August, is not one that
we in Warwickshire have much direct
access to, although there are a few
places like Sutton Park where there is
heather to be found, but it is still a very
important family for our bees. In many
parts of Scotland it is the prime honey
crop and other areas of the UK have
plenty of moorland where these plants
flourish.
The family includes ling heather,
Calluna vulgaris, and various heaths,
which are often loosely referred to as
heathers but in fact belong to the genus
Erica, and a number of other genera
including Rhododendron, Kalmia and
Vaccinium (Bilberries).
The members of the family are quite
difficult to define in terms of plant
structure but they are recognised by
their woody, usually evergreen habit
and the petals which are fused into a
tube. For those of you into pollen
identification, the pollen grains are
usually in tetrads (groups of four ‘stuck’
together). Most of the species are
found on acid soils and cannot tolerate
lime, but a few, including the Strawberry
Tree (Arbutus unedo) and two species
of Erica are not so fussy and will
tolerate more alkaline conditions.

Bell Heather (Erica cinerea) and other
Heaths
The Heaths all belong to the genus
Erica and only two species are common
in the UK: Bell Heather and the
Cross-leaved Heath (E. tetralix). Bell
Heather has flowers which appear like
little bells, unsurprisingly. It is a richer
colour than Ling, flowers earlier during
the summer and its honey, which is a
deep, port wine colour when pure, is not
thixotropic. E. tetralix has leaves
arranged in fours like a cross, hence its
name.
The Heaths are very valuable garden
plants and, with the right choice of
varieties, can be in flower throughout
the year. Those that are most valuable
flower during the winter and early spring
and it is worth seeking these out at the
garden centre. E. carnea and

Ling Heather (Calluna vulgaris)
This is the heather of mountain and
moorland, producing vast swathes of
purple over the landscape. It can also
grow in boggy places and open
woodland and is often found growing on
sandy soils and peat, overlying acidic
rocks such as granite. The latter is
reputed to give the finest honey crops.
Heather is in flower from about the
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E. x darleyensis are particularly useful.
As well as being vigorously worked by
honey bees for nectar and pollen, early
bumblebee queens love these plants,
providing them with essential food after
their winter hibernation, and my first
sighting of a queen bumblebee in the
early spring is usually on the Heaths in
the garden.

Recipe of the month

Douglas Nethercleft
Honey Ice Cream with
Honeycomb
Ingredients
Ice Cream:
450ml double cream
150ml full fat milk
Vanilla pod
5 egg yolks
3 tbsp honey
Honeycomb:
50g caster sugar
2 tbsp golden syrup
½ tbsp bicarbonate of soda

Rhododendron
Rhododendrons in the UK are visited by
bumblebees but rarely by honey bees.
The nectar contains a toxin called
grayanotoxin, which is poisonous to our
honey bees but not to bumblebees, so
this is probably why they avoid it, as the
nectar is perfectly accessible to them.
In some areas the common
purple - flo wered R pont icum is
established but there are many varieties
of Rhododendron grown in gardens, so,
unless you live in an area with alkaline
soil, there will almost certainly be some
near you. They are very useful for
bumblebees.

Method
1. Pour cream and milk into saucepan
with vanilla seeds.
Heat until just
starting to simmer. Remove and set
aside.
2. Whisk egg yolks with honey.
3. Pour cream / milk mixture into eggs
and honey whisking the while.
4. Transfer into container to cool.
5. Grease shallow metal tray or line
with baking paper.
6. Combine sugar and syrup in
saucepan on medium heat.
7. When sugar has melted, increase
heat for 2/3 minutes until mixture starts
to darken and caramelise.
8. Remove from heat. Add bicarbonate
of soda and whisk.
9. Pour into tray to harden.
10. Put ice cream mixture and
honeycomb in the freezer.
11. Whisk ice cream mixture every 30
minutes to break the ice crystals.
When ice cream is nearly solid, shatter
honeycomb into small pieces and stir
into ice cream.

Other species
This is not a huge family but there other
members which may be of interest on a
fairly small scale. Most are grown in
gardens eg. Kalmia latifolia, Pieris spp.,
two beautiful shrubs and the varieties of
Bilberry, Bearberry and Cranberry, the
former growing in vast quantities
sometimes, particularly on heath land.
Most of these are worked by bees of
various sorts and are generally
available to honey bees. In our garden
Pieris
is usually covered with
bumblebees but this year my bees
worked it in huge numbers. Presumably
there was a copious nectar production
since the bell-like flowers are usually
considered a little too long for their
tongues.
So a useful family and with, arguably,
the queen of honey producers, Ling
Heather, in its ranks.

Keeps for a week. Best eaten within a
few days.
Acknowledgement: MSW CC
Conference, Pershore 2014
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Propolis (Part 2)
John Chambers
regions, poplar trees are a particularly
favoured source [18, 19], but pine,
birch, elm, elder, beech and horse
chestnut trees are also commonly used.
Resin is collected from wounds on
trunks and branches [20] as well as
from buds and young leaves [21].
Plant resins contain innumerable
bioactive chemicals, including large
numbers of flavaniods, terpenoids and
phenolics. Many flavanoids have
demonstrable antibacterial, antiviral and
anti-inflammatory properties [22].
Terpenoids are volatile and responsible
for the resinous odour. It is understood
that honey bees utilise all these
substances in their natural state without
any subsequent chemical alteration.
Plant resin is converted into propolis by
honey bees through the addition of
other substances so that the final
product comprises approximately 50%
resin, 30% beeswax, 10% essential and
aromatic oils, 5% pollen and 5% other
organic substances [23]. Well over 300
distinct chemicals have been identified
in propolis samples. In addition to the
categories already mentioned, these
include sugars, hydrocarbons, vitamins
and several trace elements. The exact
chemical composition is dependent
upon the resin sources [24, 25].
Nonetheless, antimicrobial properties of
the final products are remarkably
consistent around the world even when
the exact constituents vary considerably
[24, 26].

Despite the theoretically high appeal of
their colonies to microbial pathogens,
honey bees have a remarkably limited
r e p e r t oi r e o f h u mo r a l i mm u ne
responses and a small range of P450
isoenzymes when compared to most
other insects. Research has shown that
the propolis envelope reduces colony
bacterial load to such an extent that
considerably less demand is placed
upon the innate immune responses of
the honey bee [6]. Mounting an immune
response is very draining of resources
that could be used in other ways. For
example, in a study of 16 colonies
exposed to two large inoculums of
American Foul Brood spores, 5 colonies
developed high-level disease whereas
the remaining 11 had low-level disease
[17]. Within the low-level disease group,
there was over a one-hundred fold
difference in the amount of larval
immune peptide transcription between
colonies. It was found that those
colonies mounting the largest innate
immune responses had considerably
smaller brood areas, supporting the
idea that vast energy and nutritional
resources were being deflected from
brood rearing to mounting the immune
response. It has been argued that such
energy savings make the collection of
plant resins for the creation of a propolis
envelope highly cost-effective for honey
bee colonies. With over 300 bioactive
chemicals in a typical envelope, it is
highly unlikely that any environmental
bacteria or fungi will ever develop
complete resistance to it.

How is resin collected and propolis
used by the colony?
The rate at which plant resins are
foraged and used within the colony
follows a seasonal pattern that is not
directly influenced by actual intra-colony

What is propolis made from?
The distinguishing ingredient of propolis
is an amalgam of resins derived from
diverse local plants. Within temperate
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presumably to make it more malleable
and a suitable shape, because there is
no evidence that the chemical
composition changes during the
process The resin is sequentially
passed from the mandible to a foreleg,
middle-leg and then the corbiculuis of
the the ipsilateral hindleg. This process
is repeated many times until there is a
full load on both sides. Intermittently
during the loading process, the forager
will take small test flights in the
immediate vicinity of the resin source,
presumably to check weight and
balance of the load. Loading typically
takes about 7 minutes and then the
forager returns to the nest.
On returning to the nest, the resin
forager goes directly to the location
where the need for propolis had been
identified. Being completely unable to
unload herself, she waits for cementing
bees to bite off the resin chunk by
chunk [32]. If necessary, she will use
the tremble dance to recruit unloaders.
Only at this point is the resin renamed
propolis. The propolis is either used
immediately for cementing purposes or
put into a small pile for future use.
Again, there is no chemical alteration of
the raw material by the bees. Any
cemented areas are smoothed off by
the mandibles of the cementing bee.
Most cementing bees are middle aged
pre-foragers, but resin foragers will also
perform this activity if they are not
carrying a resin load [28]. The unloading
and cementing process can take
anything between about 15 minutes and
several hours.
If recruitment of more resin is
necessary, active resin foragers will
perform waggle dances next to the area
in need of cementing rather than on the
dance floor near the entrance. Colonies
unable to find a suitable propolis source
have been known to collect substitute
materials such as paint, asphalt or
mineral oil [33].

Honey bee with propolis load
Photo: DBKA via ebees

microbial threats. It is therefore viewed
as constitutional rather than inducible
activity.
Resin foraging takes place between
May and November, peaking between
the end of June and the close of autumn
[20, 21]. Warm sunny days are ideal,
with resin sources typically being visited
between about 10am and 3:30pm.
Propolis is not stored to any great
extent within the nest and the resin on
each returning forager is put to use as
soon as it has been unloaded.
Therefore, by default, cementing
activities peak in the late afternoon [27].
Resin foragers are small and specialist
subpopulation of worker bees, perhaps
having a genetic predisposition to the
task [21, 28]. The foraging itself is
thought to be demand-driven for which
the main stimulus is the detection of
gaps and crevices in the nest wall by
the resin foragers themselves, using
their antennae [29, 28]. It is also
possible that slits of light and drafts of
air passing through the fabric of the nest
wall are other indicators of the need for
more propolis [1, 2].
On leaving the nest, it is not known
what factors attract the foragers to
particular resin sources. However, the
collection activities themselves have
been well described [21, 30, 31]. Firstly,
the resin forager breaks off a very small
fragment of resin with her mandibles.
She then works it with their mandibles,
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Should we review our approach to propolis?
It appears that high-propolising honey bee colonies should be valued for their
superior colony-level defence. Perhaps beekeepers should start to view this trait
favourably and selectively breed for it. Better understanding of the importance of the
propolis envelope might encourage beekeepers to desist from scraping so much of it
away during hive inspections. Arguably, propolis should be allowed to build up so
long as it does not interfere with hive manipulations. Indeed, propolis deposition could
even be encouraged through the use of roughened hive interiors for the bees to
smooth over. The alcohol-soluble fraction of propolis scrapings can be put to use in
the apiary. For example, it can be painted onto the interior surfaces of newly
constructed hive equipment to give the bees a head start in their fight against
pathogenic microbes. Research is currently underway to discover whether spraying
propolis extract onto newly-drawn comb provides any protective advantage against
American Foul Brood or other brood diseases.
References (continued from July’s issue)
[17] Evans J, Pettis J. Colony-level impacts of immune responsiveness in honey bees, Apis
mellifera. Evolution. 2005;59:2270–2274.
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origin. Apidologie. 2000;31:3–15.
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euramericana, and of propolis, by gas chromatography-mass spectrometry. Proceedings of the
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TOM’S COLUMN (& TIM’S)
Tim Newcombe
A minimal and disappointing honey
harvest this year for me. Manipulations
and swarm prevention went well
although queen rearing has not been as
productive as other years.

away. When I stop to dwell on this it
drives me mad so perhaps time to move
on.
3: Poorly mated queens. There was
evidence of supercedure in several
hives. I didn’t have the courage or
confidence to let them be, otherwise
they might be thriving by now. Instead
they had the artificial swarm treatment,
‘just in case’.

The joy of beekeeping for me is that it is
a constant learning process. I now
know, for instance, that successful
queen rearing and surplus honey
production are dependent upon well
populated and vigorous colonies. I
asked myself why mine have not
developed as anticipated? I came up
with several theories. Firstly, my
colonies have struggled all year and are
only now up to strength. This is partly
due to them being small going into
winter when perhaps I should have
merged/united them. Another lesson
learnt. Other possible reasons; 1: the
low spring temperatures, 2: lack of
forage, 3: poorly mated queens, 4: too
much human intervention, 5: the
possible presence of Nosema. ; and 6:
overfeeding.

4; Human intervention. Oxalic Acid
sublimation. I treated each colony three
times over a period of 3 weeks to cover
the brood cycle as brood was present.
This seemed to be the right thing to do
at the time. For one, Oxalic doesn’t kill
the mites hiding and breeding within the
brood cells; and secondly, this
procedure was recommended (if my
memory serves me well) by the Dept. of
Apiculture at Sussex University. Brood
was present, in between Christmas and
New Year, the traditional time to apply
Oxalic. (Incidentally, current advice is
that the best time for minimal brood and
subsequent treatment now is a bit
earlier, in early December). On top of
this possibly excessive dosage of
Oxalic Acid, was further interference in
my determination to change all comb
and boxes. I chose the Bailey Comb
method. I have never been very
successful before with this method.
Timing and temperature are essential.
Bees will not readily draw out
foundation without either a ‘flow’ or the
temperature which enables them to
produce and manipulate wax. Food can
be provided but not temperature. It
didn’t exactly go to plan this year either;
but it eventually worked when it warmed
up a bit.

1: Low temperatures do not always
favour pollen and nectar production or
bee mobility. This year for example, the
lime tree flowers were over by the time
that the temperature was right for nectar
production. There was only one week in
it but that wasn’t good enough for the
bees. They also didn’t benefit from the
early rape for the same reason.
2: Lack of forage. I have convinced
myself that most of my bees live within
an ‘arable desert’. No space is spared
for anything other than the winter wheat/
rape cycle. No white clover left from the
old pasture, hedges and verges cut too
early and no wild spaces; even though
there are financial incentives to restore
some of that which has been taken

5: Nosema. I should have but haven’t
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tested the bees for Nosema. I will. But
in the meantime I will add Thymol to my
winter feeding regime. It also helps
prevent the formation of mould in the
sugar syrup.

A New Beekeeping
Disease?

6: Feeding. It is all too easy to overfeed.
This is where experience and
observation pay. Too much food
deposited in the brood box reduces the
space available for the queen to lay the
brood essential for overwintering.
I might have been guilty of this last year.

As someone who works in a clinical
setting within the NHS I am well aware
that appalling handwriting appears to be
a prerequisite of practicing medicine.
Certain doctors dictation tapes can also
be somewhat challenging for the
medical secretaries to interpret and can
lead to some amusing letters ending up
in the patient notes from time to time.
The following anecdote illustrates just
such a scenario...
Ed

So the answer to my question is that all
these have contributed to the slow build
up and poor queen rearing results.
Plans
I am in the middle of Apiguard treatment
right now and will treat again, (once or
twice with Oxalic in December). I will
feed syrup and fondant as insurance,
insulate the roof and walls and unite
colonies where necessary. This I have
already done; 4 into 2. One surplus
queen now resides and is doing very
well, in a polynuc. She will hopefully
survive and be my reserve in the spring.
Other items on my list of things to do,
apart from preparation for apple juice,
cider and mead making, are treating my
equipment and frames with sulphur. I
am not keen on Acetic Acid because it
has the ability to corrupt my cider (cider
making and honey extraction/bee
equipment share the same workshop),
and requires the removal of metalwork
within the boxes. Did you know that a
mead maker is called a ‘Mazer’?

Whilst transcribing medical tapes, a
medical secretary came upon a garbled
diagnosis about a beekeeper who had
injured himself collecting a swarm;
‘This patient has pholenfrometry.’
Not knowing of this particular disease,
the secretary double checked with the
doctor. After listening to the tape very
carefully, he shook his head sagely and
explained the unfortunate patient’s
condition;
“This patient,” he said, “has fallen from
a tree”
Harrogate & Ripon BKA via ebees

Tom has been on top of things lately.
I could mention wax moth. He very
carefully stored spare frames in sealed
boxes with the aim of treating them
sooner than he did. No wax moth could
get in. He hadn’t taken account of the
fact that they were already in there! In
egg form. What a mess to sort out.
Good luck with your bees.
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WB is available to read online & in colour!

warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

To access ‘members only’ pages contact your
Branch Secretary for the user name and password

Branch News
out for some time. It will be staffed by
Julia and Pete Barclay, Bill Crofts, Mike
Priest, and Jean & Graham Hobbins. It
is usually a very pleasant afternoon
received with much appreciation by the
attendees.
Our branch committee will shortly
be having a meeting to decide on
our schedule of winter talks. If any
members know of any particularly
suitable topic – and a speaker for it –
please let Bill Crofts know via
cbka.secretary@hotmail.co.uk.
As always, please see our website via
the url given above if you would like any
other information about our branch and
associated events.

Coventry & District
Branch
www.covbeebranch.co.uk
In recent times a small sub-group of the
Warwickshire BKA committee has been
working on a revision of the
association’s constitution. During the
past month a draft version of this
revised constitution was circulated to all
C o ve n t r y b r a nc h m emb e r s f o r
comment. Not the lightest bedtime
reading I must admit, but all comments
were passed back to Mike Priest who
kindly agreed to collate the feedback
and return it to the WBKA committee.
At the time of writing, some of our
committee members, and possibly one
or two non-committee members, will be
attending the Fillongley show. Members
with honey to sell were offered the
opportunity to sell it at this event – with
a small contribution to the branch – and
it appears that we should be having a
strong presence there.
We will be having the next of our
Beekeeping Taster Afternoon session at
Garden Organic on Saturday 10 th
September. This event has been sold

Bill Crofts
Preparations for our Branch Honey
Show have hit a bit of a hitch in that we
have been unable to secure the
services of a Honey Judge for the
original scheduled date of
19 th
September.. Consequently, the new
plan is to move the date of the Branch
Honey Show to the meeting on 17th
October which gives everyone more
time to prepare their exhibits and
perhaps we can expect a bumper entry
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Branch News
from Coventry members this year! The
September meeting will now consist of
a discussion evening entitled ’An
Audience with Peter Spencer’ and it has
been suggested that we have a little
honey tasting event between attending
members to see whose honey we all
prefer. Please bring along a taster jar.

a range of reactions to bee venom.
Briefly, we were informed of the
classification of reactions to bee venom,
from:
Local reactions - some redness, pain,
swelling and itching at the site of the
sting (the reaction we all experience);
through
Large local reactions - with extensive
swelling in the entire limb, including
intense itching and pain; to
Systemic reactions - with additional
symptoms in other areas of the body,
such as swelling of the tongue, lips and
throat, possible breathing difficulties, fall
in blood pressure, increased pulse,
nausea, vomiting, fainting, a sense of
impending doom and, in severe cases,
the possibility of death.
In the case of systemic reactions, the
advice was to place the patient in a
suitable recovery position, dial 999, use
the auto-injector if carried and seek
referral to a specialist allergy clinic via
their G.P.
Jane went on to outline the lengthy
immunotherapy / de -sensitising
treatment provided by her hospital and
finished with a “hands on” opportunity to
practice the use of auto-injectors (minus
needles and medication). One curious
piece of information was that a
significant number of beekeepers who
had suffered a systemic reaction had
failed to seek medical help. Equally
surprising was the fact that, of those
who had sought medical help and had
been issued with an adrenaline
auto-injector, a number failed to carry
them when visiting their hives!!!

Pete Barclay

Nuneaton & Atherstone
Branch
First of all, our good news: a
re-inspection of our Branch’s remaining
colonies found no sign of European
Foul Brood. However, as a matter of
prudency, we have decided not to hold
any “hands on” sessions for the
remainder of this season and closely
monitor the remaining stock, which has
been significantly depleted. In an act of
welcome generosity, one of our
members has kindly offered some of his
own colonies in order to kick-start the
Branch’s resources and activities.
However, in other areas, we have not
been completely inactive and several
Branch members volunteered to help
man the BBKA display at the Countryfile
Live show earlier on this month. Those
attending found the experience to be
enormously helpful in their own
understanding of both the workings of
the BBKA and the craft of the
beekeeper.
An additional indoor meeting has also
been held in which we were able to
secure the services of Jane Heslegrave
(Specialist Allergy Nurse) from
Heartlands Hospital, Birmingham, who
kindly agreed to deliver an informative
talk on the mechanism and treatment of
bee sting allergic reactions so that
members are in a better position to
understand the cause and treatment of

John Twidle

Rugby Branch
The season is gradually drawing to a
close, hive products collected, colonies
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great fun trying to spot the queen in the
observation hive. The sales table, with a
variety of member's local honey, was
also very popular and there were a
number of enquiries from prospective
new beekeepers looking to take up the
craft next year.
In the absence of a Shipston
Beekeepers Honey Show it was
decided to award the Shipston trophies
to the winners of the honey classes at
the local fairs – more on this next
month.
Our weekly practical apiary meetings
which have been running through the
summer for new beekeepers have now
finished and to mark the end we are
holding a barbecue at the branch apiary
when we will formally open our new club
house (shed). We have had twelve new
beekeepers attending most weeks and
they now have sufficient practical
experience to take on their own hives
next year should they wish.

checked and treated, stores replaced
but ...we still have our summer social to
look forward too, so a big thank you in
anticipation to Margaret and Dick for
offering to host at their home and
garden.
One of our members again attended the
Annual Irish Beekeepers Summer
Conference. She reported that the
quality of the lectures were matched
again by the warm hospitality and that
this year, the visiting lecturer was Jamie
Ellis a well known Professor from the
University of Florida who delivered a
range of fantastic talks from biology to
varroa. Equally, the lectures delivered
by local beekeepers were delightful and
so inspiring. Some sessions were very
practical indeed, full of amazingly
simple and effective ideas; our member
quoted ‘I will be hearing a gentle Irish
voice speaking to me every time I open
my hives, saying “so why are you
disturbing the bees today?” along with
"and keep the inspection short, think of
the bees.” ‘
The evening in-house entertainment
was as ever, fun packed and bee
orientated however, should you have
wanted to step away for an evening ‘the
local’ was nothing more than a
wonderful hive of vibrant Irish music
with fiddles, flutes and guitars...how
lovely and certainly worth a visit.

Margery Blower
On Monday 8th August we held our
‘Second Monday’ in the month meeting
at the Gate pub in Brailes, which is also
our branch apiary site. Thanks to our
kind hosts Ann and Ian. We now have a
very well attended and successful
monthly meeting. (How we ever
managed in the small room I’ll never
know). Relevant topics for the time
of year are announced in advance
and we all seem to come
away with answers to our many
questions, all ably hosted by James.
This months topics covered honey
extraction, varroa treatment now and
around Christmas, uniting small
colonies and feeding for winter. Various
varroa treatments were mentioned, as
was the suggestion that these
treatments be varied from time to time

Gail Plester

Shipston Branch
As the beekeeping season draws to a
close the summer fair season is in mid
swing. Our branch's new pop up banner
put in an appearance at the Cherington
Show at the beginning of August and a
week later at the Brailes Show. There
the sun shone and there was a great
atmosphere; children especially had
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to reduce the chances of a resistance
developing as has been the case with
pyrethroids. Integrated pest
management such as queen caging and
subsequent brood removal being extra
tools in the armoury against varroa.
The period between Christmas and New
Year has been the time to treat colonies
with Oxalic Acid presuming that no
brood will be present and only phoretic
mites are on the bees and not hiding
away in sealed brood cells. The current
opinion is now that the best time for
treatment is brought forward to early
December.
Overfeeding can have its own problems
too. Too much food deposited in the
brood chamber can restrict space
available for the queen to lay and
therefore, inhibit the development of
winter bees crucial for the survival of the
colony.
Our branch apiary has been going from
strength to strength, (admittedly due
partly to its proximity to the pub), but
also due to the dedication of some
members who have spent much time
and effort organising the hives and the
teaching facilities. Special mention is
rightly due to David Blower and Douglas
Nethercleft for setting up and
supervising the teaching; to Steve,
Dr John, Irene and others for tutoring;
and for the building skills of Mike and
Rod. Long may it thrive.

The branch was well represented at the
Lowsonford and Rowington Show and
all had an enjoyable afternoon. Earlier
in the month we had the opportunity to
see a Flow Hive and understand a bit
more about this new addition to the
beekeeping world thanks to Valli Cawte.
We have our visit to Kew Gardens and
The Hive installation on 10th September.
There may still be a couple of spaces
free so contact our Treasurer Nicola
Content if you wish to join us. Then we
have our Honey Show and quiz on
Monday 12th September. The venue has
changed this year for this meeting and
we will meet at The Red Lion Shirley.
Set up will be at 6.30pm for a 7.30pm
start and we promise the quiz will not be
too hard! All your winning exhibits from
this show can then be taken to the
County Show on 24th September.
The remainder of the winter meetings
will be at the Methodist Hall, on the
second Monday of the month starting on
October 10th with a talk on soap making.
Finally we have an apiary clean-up on
October 2nd at 2.30pm. Please look out
for emails explaining what equipment is
needed and come and join everyone in
a fun afternoon of work and chatter.

Tim Newcombe

August
Well, summer has been with us for
a couple of weeks then
went.....
Busy time for all of our
‘girls’. Keep looking to see if they need
any more food or are they performing as
should be. It never ends; now time to
treat for Varroa – Hey Ho! All in the
days work of beekeeping.
Our Training Apiary had a ‘royal visit’
from our Chairman Celia Davis, who

Sarah Davis

Warwick & Leamington
Branch

Solihull Branch
It has been a busy month, but the
weather has been good for our
Wednesday meetings and there has
been lots of activity thanks to our
dedicated trainers and the apiary team.
By the time you read this the varroa
treatment will have been completed and
feeding started.
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gave it a clean bill of health and was
quite impressed – very good morale for
our trainers who put in so much time
and effort. Thank you Celia for the visit,
it meant a lot to know down at branch
member level that you really do care
about the branches and what we are up
to.
A lovely day out was had for those who
went to the Lavender Farm at Broadway
in the Cotswolds. The scent and the
colour of the lavender was wonderful.
Just a couple of more shows to do in
August, then we can heave a sigh of
relief to have our weekends free again.
On Sunday 14th August we helped out
with a ‘Hive of Activity’ at Jephson
Gardens in Leamington Spa and
anyone who came along and see what
we do, was most welcome. There is a
lovely cafe with organic, homemade
food and cakes, also a sensory garden
for us to walk through and appreciate.
Not much to say this time, but will catch
up again next month.

“That’s what happens to your
Waggle Dance if you drink too
much mead!”
Nottinghamshire BKA via ebees

Mary Pemberton

FOR SALE
One treatment of MAQS
in its original container
Shelf life until January
£8
David Ridgeon
Nuneaton
07795431165
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Tomlow Bees
For Beekeeping Essentials
Wax, Frames, Feed, Hardware
HONEY EXTRACTING SERVICES
Honey sold in tubs and jars.
David Stott
Thorn Furlong Farm
Stockton
CV47 8HU
01926 813802 Evenings/Weekends
tomlow.bees@virgin.net
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S4 Juneun
19 Jun

September 2016

Hive Inspections & Group Chat!
Hive Inspections & Group Chat!
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Caveat Emptor
Be aware that WBKA is not responsible for any goods or services advertised
in Warwickshire Beekeeper or on the website. Anyone purchasing bees or
nuclei should satisfy themselves that they are disease free and that they are
aware of the provenance of any queens.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
3&4
Sept

10am to Birmingham Honey Show
4pm
Martineau Gardens, Edgbaston

6 Sept

5.30pm

Birmingham

Apiary Meeting & every following Tuesday in
September at Sutton Park Apiary

Sutton
Coldfield

10 Sept

Visit to The Hive at Kew Gardens

Solihull

11 Sept

10am to Community Food Festival
5pm
Winterbourne House & Garden, Edgbaston,
B15 2RT www.winterbourne.org.uk

11 Sept
12 Sept

7.30pm

Birmingham

Branch Honey Show
Mere Green, Sutton Coldfield

Sutton
Coldfield

Branch Honey Show 6.30pm set up
The Red Lion, Shirley

Solihull
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Branch Meeting
The Gate Inn, Upper Brailes

Shipston

15 Sept

Branch Meeting
Bees (Not Honey) Bernard Diaper
Erdington Methodist Centre

Sutton
Coldfield

16 Sept

Branch Meeting
Group discussion of the past season

Rugby

Branch Meeting
‘An Audience with Peter Spencer’ plus informal
tasting session of members honey. Please bring a
taster jar if possible
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane, Allesley,
CV5 9EQ

Coventry

12 Sept

7.30pm

19 Sept

7.30pm

24 Sept

10am to Warwickshire Honey Show
4pm
Hatton Country World, Hatton, Warwick

30 Sept

7.30pm

Branch Meeting
The Honey Bee Democracy Justus Klaar
Dame Elizabeth Cadbury Hall, Firbank Close,
Bournville, B30 1UA

Birmingham

2 Oct

Apiary Clean Up
Branch apiary, Ravenshaw

Solihull

10 Oct

Branch Meeting Soap Making - Sarah Robb
Methodist Hall, Blossomfield Road, Solihull

Solihull

15 Oct

2.00 to
5.00pm

Branch Honey Show
Judges; John Home - Honey,
Shelley McGonigle - Cakes
United Reformed Church Hall, Hillmorton Road,
Rugby

Rugby

17 Oct

7.30pm

Branch Honey Show Please note change of date
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane, Allesley,
CV5 9EQ

Coventry

Branch Meeting Lecture TBA
Erdington Methodist Centre

Sutton
Coldfield

Branch Meeting Speaker tbc
Dame Elizabeth Cadbury Hall, Firbank Close,
Bournville, B30 1UA

Birmingham

20 Oct
28 Oct

7.30pm

As members of the WBKA you are welcome to attend ANY of the
meetings listed on the Diary pages
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