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National Honey Show Newsletter
2016 Venue: Sandown Park Racecourse
27th, 28th and 29th October 2016
Preparations are well underway for this year’s show at the
new venue with our usual excellent programme of lectures
and workshops. It’s over to you all now to plan your visit,
your entries, give the stewarding and staging entry teams
something to do, and make it the most spectacular display
ever. As always, do please get in touch if you can spend
any time helping with the stewarding please e-mail our chief steward
steward@honeyshow.co.uk .
National Honey Show Posters & Leaflets
We have some A3 and A4 posters, plus A5 leaflets available for distribution at your
local meeting, county show or other events in the lead up to this year’s National
Honey Show. If you would like some, and particularly if you can display posters in
the Esher area, please e-mail publicity@honeyshow.co.uk and let Val know how
many and what size posters, how many leaflets, and whether you would like some
raffle ticket booklets too. Remember to add your address. Val would also like to hear
from you if you have any contacts in the schools, scout groups etc in the area
surrounding Esher. It would be great to encourage more entries and young visitors.
National Honey Show Schedule
The 2016 Schedule will be going to press shortly, when the last pieces of information
are finallly added, and should be mailed out to National Honey Show members at the
beginning of August in good time for the show. This year it will include a programme
of events over the three days.
New class for 2016:
Skep: To be made by the exhibitor using traditional materials and suitable for use. If
it has been used, the skep must be in a clean condition with no comb inside. So all
those of you who have attended the skep making workshops over the years will have
a chance to show off your new skills.
The Trade, Educational Stands & Attractions
There will be a children’s table with candle rolling, a children’s quiz, a (virtual)
observational hive and a skep making demonstration on the Saturday. It will be a
very welcome novelty to have everything happening under one roof. Our usual
supporters have already booked, plus some newcomers, so there will be lots to see
alongside our competitive display. As we have more space this year, there is still time
for new traders and supporting groups to contact us with a view to taking space over
the three days: e-mail tradestands@honeyshow.co.uk.
National Honey Show Membership
Just to mention that if you take out or renew membership across the summer, as
many of you do, you’ll not only receive your copy of this year’s schedule in the post,
but it makes admission the day a much faster process which will really pay off if
you’re delayed in traffic. It’s a slightly longer trek to the lectures upstairs for 2016!
Val
NHS Publicity Sec
publicity@honeyshow.co.uk www.honeyshow.co.uk
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STARRY FLOWERS AND RICH NECTAR
Boraginaceae

Celia F Davis
adequate insect pollination as this
ensures a more even seed set, so
maximising the crop. The fields are a
beautiful blue and it produces copious
nectar. Even after the crop has been
cut, the severed stems continue to
produce a rich sap which is collected by
the bees. The honey is not, in my
opinion, anything to write home about.
It looks like water and does not have
much flavour, but it is very slow to
granulate if it is pure and is excellent for
cut comb production and for mixing with
other, more strongly-flavoured crops. It
has a high sucrose content and is
mentioned in the Honey Regulations as
not more than 15g/100g of sucrose is
permitted in borage honey compared to
the maximum 5g/100g in other honeys.
It is frequently marketed as ‘Starflower
Honey’ as the flowers do have the
appearance of blue stars and the name
appeals to the buying public.
The
pollen is almost white and collected
easily from the pendant flowers. It is
often grown in the garden where it
self-seeds happily but is not a problem.
It is worth the space to enjoy watching
the bees feeding on it.

This month a look at a family which
contains some of the most
bee-attractive and productive flowers
that we know and where one short
article is not really adequate.
It is
timely because many of them are in
flower now, although the smallest
flowered some months ago. We will
deal with that first;
Forget-me-not (Myosotis spp) is of
course a very small flower but it is nonethe-less of interest to us as beekeepers.
Honey bees collect nectar from it and in
doing so, also take on board a great
deal of pollen. The mouth of the flower
is very small so the pollen gets
dislodged and covers the bee’s
mouthparts. It is quite unusual as it is
so tiny, measuring only about 6 µm
(average pollen size 20 – 30 µm) and
shaped like a little dumbbell. It is one of
the smallest pollens we see in the UK
and it is very widely distributed in
honey. The flower is also interesting as
it communicates with the bees in a
visible manner, the middle yellow disc
changing to white as the flower ages
and ceases to produce nectar. In some
species the whole flower may also
change colour. This is a signal to
pollinating insects that the flower has
been pollinated and that their services
are no longer required, and therefore
there will be no nectar and this is a very
common phenomenon in flowers,
although the colour changes vary.

Viper’s Bugloss and other Echium
spp
Viper’s Bugloss (Echium vulgare) is a
plant which is patchy in its distribution.
It likes light sandy or calcareous soils
and I have seen quantities of it growing
at Land’s End, Lulworth Cove in Dorset
and at the Dungeness Nature Reserve
in Kent. It is a tall hairy plant with
beautiful spikes of purple/blue flowers
which are always covered with insects
of various sorts. Members of this group,
particularly E. plantagineum are now
being grown commercially for their oils

Borage (Borago officinalis)
A plant well-known to beekeepers as a
major producer of honey where it is
grown on a large scale; It is grown for
its oil which is obtained from the seed
and is high in gamma-linolenic acid
(GLA) and it benefits greatly from
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which are high in some of the essential
fatty acids such as Omega-3 and
Omega-6.

honey bees.
The Lungworts are
particularly valuable for bumblebee
queens when they emerge in the spring.
There are many varieties, which often
have silver-splashed foliage and make
very useful garden plants. Comfrey is
quite invasive but can be kept under
control and cut down two or three times
a year to add to the compost heap or to
soak to make a good liquid fertiliser.
Bumblebees often rob the flowers but I
have seldom seen honey bees on it.
The family as a whole is well worth
investigating both for its beauty and its
insect potential and there are many
other garden plants available, which I
have been unable to mention. Most of
the members are hairy and have rough
stems, although Phacelia is quite
smooth. Flowers in some species may
be pink or white sometimes, but blue is
the predominant colour.

Phacelia tanacetifolia
One of my favourite plants. I grow it in
the garden every year and advertise its
value for pollinators everywhere I go.
It is an annual, flowering about eight
weeks after sowing, extremely easy to
grow – just broadcast the seed and rake
it in lightly – and in flower for a long
period. It grows to about two feet in
height and is rather floppy, so needs
support. It will self-seed but is shallow
rooted and so not a problem.
All pollinating insects love it and honey
bees collect nectar and pollen from it.
The latter is blue, as are the flowers.
They are produced in spirals, rather like
a snail’s shell, which open from the
base and gradually uncurl. The seed is
included in many mixtures for insects
and has been used to attract hoverflies
which then produce larvae to eat the
aphids on adjacent crops. I obviously
need to grow more of it!

BBC Countryfile
Live
Blenheim Palace
Woodstock OX20 1PY
Thursday 4th to
Sunday 7th August 2016

Photo: Celia Davis
Phacelia flowers showing the
stamens which carry blue pollen

The entire membership should have
already received a request for help via
their Branch Secretary, but for those
that never got round to volunteering or
may find themselves available at the
last minute, if you find that you can
after all, help steward on the BBKA
stand please contact Gordon Robbins
with your availability.
email; g.d.robbins@outlook.com
Mobile; 07900 852236

long

Other species
The family includes the Lungworts
(Pulmonaria spp)
and Comfreys
(Symphytum spp). Both of these are
excellent bumblebee plants but their
flowers are too long to give access for

Free show entry ticket for you + one
other.
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Bee trials!

Recipe of the month

Douglas Nethercleft

On June 16th torrential rain fall flooded
the garden to a depth of 3ft lifting the
hive, turning it on its side and carrying it
10m. As the water receded, bees were
seen squeezing through a tiny hole
between the queen excluder and super.
The hive was placed back on its stand
as water poured out.
A few days wait; on examination the
brood was dead and each frame half full
of water. We saw lots of bees but no
queen. We treated as a swarm and
replaced all the brood frames with new
ones leaving a space for a frame of
eggs etc. hoping that they would then
produce a queen. The hive went back
together with the super which had some
sealed honey. Also we fed 1:1 sugar
syrup.
Next day the frame of brood was slotted
in and amazingly eggs were seen in the
super frames!
The next week after seeing the queen in
the super I was advised to brush her
down into the brood box. Naturally,
I couldn’t find her this time! So, whilst
continuing to feed 1:1 we waited.
After a week’s wait the queen was
brushed down at last. Following advice
we fed with fortified fondant.
To date the queen is laying actively and
there are lots of bees and stores.
Miraculous!

Honey and Almond Pillows
(Makes approx. 48 pieces)

Ingredients
120g clear honey
2 egg whites
2 tsp vanilla paste
400g caster sugar
400g whole blanched almonds
100g glucose
100g icing sugar, plus extra for dusting

Method
Line a flat baking tray with baking paper
and dust with icing sugar.
Place the caster sugar in a small
saucepan, add 100g cold water and
bring to a simmer so the sugar
dissolves.
Add the glucose and honey and stir.
Bring to the boil and keep heating until
the mixture reaches 160˚C
This can take up to 10 minutes, so in
the meantime;
Place the egg whites in a clean glass
bowl and whisk with an electric mixer
until firm peaks are formed.
Add the icing sugar and whisk until
peaks are firm again.
When the sugar honey mix is up to
temperature, pour the liquid into the egg
whites slowly and continuously whilst
whisking. Continue whisking until the
mixture is so thick that the whisk has
trouble turning.
Stir in the almonds and vanilla paste.
Spoon into the prepared tray, smooth
and sprinkle with more icing sugar.
Use another piece of baking paper to
press down to flatten.
Leave to set for one hour.
Cut into pieces and serve.

Val Docherty
Birmingham Branch

PROPOLIS
The 2nd part of John Chamber’s
excellent article on Propolis will
appear in the October edition of
Warwickshire Beekeeper

Acknowledgement: Landscape
Magazine May / June 2016
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BEE HUSBANDRY DAY
at Stoneleigh
What a fascinating day we had with Jo
Schup from the National Bee Unit and
her team of notable Regional Bee
Inspectors on Saturday 9th July.
The initial part of the day was, as you
would expect, a lecture on Pests and
Diseases and what we should all be
doing to minimise the risks of infection.
Jo also covered what to do if you find
foul brood, the incidence of which has
reduced greatly over the years, however
vigilance is still essential.
This was enlightening for some of the
newer members and a revision/
update for the more experienced
beekeepers who attended. Jo and her
team also went over some of the new
pests we need to be on the lookout for
like the Asian Hornet and the Small
Hive Beetle.

to emphasise what we should be
looking out for, and how to diagnose
and confirm these highly contagious
diseases with the help of the bee
inspectors and the National Bee Unit.
W e also had talks on Varroa
where Jo Schup displayed an array of
commercial products that can aid in
varroa management; she explained that
maintaining records of what products
are applied and who supplied them are
a legal requirement. Jo also introduced
a number of products that are new to
the market and are now available within
the arsenal that beekeepers have. She
talked through the correct uses and
methods of application of many of the
products that were on display; all very
interesting and building on knowledge
that many of us have.
We also suited up and visited a number
of hives in the Stoneleigh apiary and
with the aid of the Regional Bee
Inspectors, we examined hives and
nucs with the inspectors demonstrating
in a professional capacity, what they
would be looking for when they do an
bee inspection in the field.
This was a great knowledge building
and/or refresher day for all those who
attended, highly recommended for all
beekeepers of all levels to attend and
one that the association should run
again.

Then came the interesting and more
notable practical sessions; this included
looking at diseased comb which
contained American Foul Brood and
European Foul Brood, two diseases that
beekeepers never want to see in their
hives. This was one of the rare
opportunities for us as bee keepers to
see the diseases in a safe environment.
The experienced inspectors were able
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A BEEKEEPING TIMETABLE

Every beekeeping year is different of course but this extremely comprehensive chart
gives a guide of what is happening and what needs doing when if used together with
common sense and careful observations of what’s happening in your own colonies
Devon BKA via ebees.

BEEKEEPING HISTORY
Swarm Law
BEE LAWSUIT IN LONDON
The case was Charles Brooks v. Thomas McArthur and was tried at the Marlborough
County Court, on Oct. 13, before Judge Caillard and Registrar Merriman. In this case
the plaintiff Brooks, who lives at Cadley, sought to recover 10s. from the defendant, a
neighbour, for the loss of a swarm of bees which flew into his garden.
According to the evidence given at the last court by the plaintiff's wife, an immense
swarm of bees came out of her husband's hive in their garden and flew over some
buildings into the defendant's garden. She followed the bees and did not cease
ringing to them. As soon as they began to pitch on a gooseberry bush, the defendant
threw stones and a bucket at them. Mrs Brooks was standing just outside the
defendant's gate at the time. The defendant fastened up his gate and forbade her
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coming on to his ground. He began
throwing at the bees again. Then, and
this was important his Honour said, they
settled again on the same gooseberry
bush, after which Mrs. Brooks went
in-doors thereby losing sight of them for
a considerable time. When she came
out again, they were gone. From the
evidence it appeared she lost sight of
them for two hours before she came
out.

and un-neighbourly conduct on the part
of the defendant, there was nothing to
prevent the plaintiff's wife from steadily
keeping the bees in sight after they
again settled upon the gooseberry bush.
However, she went away for two hours,
and lost sight of them. When she came
back, the bees were gone. What
became of them did not appear.
Somebody else must have had the
benefit of the swarm. He thought the
plaintiff was not entitled to recover. The
order of the court was that there be a
non-suit, without costs.
British Bee Journal 1891

To show the law on the matter, his
Honour read the following extract from
Blackstone's Commentaries: "Bees are
fierce nature; but when hived and
reclaimed, a man may have a qualified
property in them by the law of nature, as
well as by the civil law. And to the same
purpose, not to say the same words
with the civil law, speaks Bracton:
occupation that is hiving or including
them gives the property in bees; for,
though a swarm lights upon my tree, I
have no more property in them until I
have hived them, than I have in the
birds which make their nest thereon;
and, therefore, if another hives them, he
shall be their proprietor; but a swarm
which fly from and out of my hive are
mine so long as I can keep them in sight
and have power to pursue them; and in
these circumstances no one else is
entitled to take them. But it has also
been said that with us the only
ownership in bees is ratione foli; and the
charter of the forest, which allows every
freeman to be entitled to the honey
found within his own woods, affords
great countenance to this doctrine, that
a qualified property may be had in bees,
in consideration of the property of the
soil whereon they were found.”

In more modern times the law still says
that beekeepers do not have a right to
enter private property to collect swarms.
A beekeeper’s so-called ‘right’ to follow
and collect a swarm from where it
landed, if that land is another’s private
property, has long been rejected by the
English Courts. That means that if your
swarm lands, in your neighbour’s
garden for example, you have no right
to collect it without their consent. If
consent is refused that should be the
end of the matter and if they decide to
keep it or offer it to someone else, you
have no right to compensation.
Via ebees

PESTS
Asian Honeybees together with two
Varroa jacobsoni mites were
recently discovered in Townsville,
Queensland, Australia;
http://forums.actbeekeepers.asn.au/
viewtopic.php?f=7&t=223&p=567#p567
Closer to home, the Asian Hornet,
Vespa velutina, has been identified in
Alderney, the most Northern of the
Channel Islands and suggests an
increased risk of it reaching UK shores.
https://www.pestcontrolnews.com/asian
-hornet-identified-first-time-alderneychannel-islands/

The Judge said he had not been able to
find any other authority. Therefore, the
leading principle to be kept in view as
regarded the plaintiff's right to have this
swarm of bees, was that he or his wife
should not have lost sight of them.
Although there was some ill-natured
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TOM’S COLUMN (& TIM’S)
Tim Newcombe
We all know about the ‘June Gap’. The
gap doesn’t seem to conform to the
rules and can take place later. In my
parish it took place at the end of June
and the first two weeks of July. Most of
my bees are surrounded by arable
crops and struggle at the best of times
so I have to keep a regular eye on their
food supplies. I keep a weather eye on
their ability to get out and forage too.
Observation is the key. David Blower
has passed on the following advice
about feeding; I work on the basis that a
colony will require about 10lbs of food
for a week. If they are confined for ~1
week (between inspections) that will
have to be in the hive but if they can fly
they will get some or all of it from
foraging. A full brood frame holds 5lb.
All our bees are foraging now and we
can see liquid stores in the brood box
and supers. Only weak colonies with
few foragers will need feeding.
I was very much hoping that the warmer
weather would coincide with the
flowering of the lime trees in and around
my apiary. These flowers need a
temperature of 20°C at least to produce
supplies for the bees and once again
the flowers were over before it
was warm enough. Last year the
limes were worked well by the bees.
If there is no food ‘income’ the queen
will go into pause/standby mode and
the workers will often eat any eggs
present so as to reduce the needs
of the colony. This will resume when
food becomes available again or
when fed by their keepers.
I think I can safely say that my colonies
are queen right and beyond the point
of swarming. (Famous last words,
as I have just heard of several
swarms in the past three days).
So if you want continuity through poor

weather or food ‘gaps’ then you need to
feed, or at least make sure your colony
has enough food to take it through at
least until your next inspection. It is
all too easy when inspecting your
bees to overlook the food stores.
Robbing will occur also when food
supplies have run out. To avoid this
try to feed in the evening and make
sure all the colonies have food.
I have been feeding 1:1 sugar syrup in
rapid feeders. Tom asked me the other
day about ratios and measurements.
Pounds & pints and kilos & litres. I
understand his confusion. To simplify
the mixing of cane sugar and water
I do the following process which
eliminates the usual formulae;
It helps to have a large enough
measuring jug. I obtained a 3 litre one
from either Wynnstay or Countrywide, (I
can’t remember which farm supplier it
was). This makes mixing very easy.
For 1:1 pour in your bag of sugar and
note the level. For instance a kilo of
sugar will register as 1000ml. All you
need to do is top up with the same
volume of water, (i.e. another 1000ml).
This will take your level to 2000ml. In
order to mix well and make this mixture
for immediate use I add the water in two
500ml stages. The first 500ml is hot
which melts the sugar when stirred and
then a top up of cold water which
reduces the temperature for immediate
use. Very quick and easy.
Thymol can be added to stop mould
growth. This is especially useful in the
autumn feeding when the solution might
sit for some time. I copy here a recipe
given by Douglas Nethercleft as follows.
Thymol added to sugar syrup will
prevent fermentation / the formation of
mould in the feeder. (20g in 100 ml
surgical spirits – 1 ml of this to 3 litres
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syrup).Newly hived swarms, in
particular, are thought to benefit from
being fed this ‘medicinal’ mix. It is
possible, but not proven, that the
incidence / severity of nosema in an
over-wintering colony is reduced where
thymol is added to the late summer 2:1
‘top up’ feed.
Wasps. That time is approaching. Small
entrances will help the colony defend
itself - perhaps one bee space for small
colonies. Once wasps have targeted a
hive it is almost impossible to stop
them. A colony which eventually gives
in to a prolonged wasp attack is a very
sad sight and ultimately doomed.
Prevention is far better than cure. I
have used the pane of glass method
where the pane is propped against the
front of the hive. Wasps are surprisingly
baffled by this. They favour the direct
and aggressive approach. Bees appear
to find their way around either side and
can better defend their entrance. It
doesn’t always work but I have done
this successfully in the past. An article
in a recent bee publication suggested
using a six inch length of clear pvc roof
flashing over the entrance which works
on the same principle but to greater
effect. I am on the lookout for this
material. If anyone out there knows
what I mean and where to get it I would
be very grateful if you could relay the
information to Shipston Beekeepers. It
would be interesting to learn of any
other proven methods of wasp control,
(other than wasp traps), from other
readers.
Merging colonies. Do we want extra
colonies as back up in the spring or do
we want to make the most of the ‘main
crop’ here in July? A strong colony will
forage well and also defend itself
against wasps as well as stand more
chance of survival through the winter.
Tom has quite a few ‘half strength
colonies.’ He would like some honey
but also would like to try and take some
reserve queens through the winter So I

suggested doing a mixture of both
Merge a few and make one or two nucs
up with some of the queens taken from
the merger. It is also a good time to cull
the queens which are under performing
or bad tempered. Records of behaviour
during past inspections should help
here as mood during the recent food
gap has been understandably tetchy.
Tom has made some great blunders
this year. A few weeks ago he routinely
mowed around his line of hives
protected with a beekeepers smock,
visor and gloves just in case. Just as
well, because he clipped one hive on
the turn which upended and fell on to its
neighbour which also toppled. The
domino effect. It could have been even
worse. Brood and super frames upside
down and all around the mower. A cloud
of justifiably cross bees soon covered
him. With a keen sense of preservation,
(and a sense of responsibility to his
bees), he remained calm and managed
to extricate both himself and the mower
from the scene. With the luck of Tom he
emerged sting free and put on full
protection before attempting to restore
order. The hives were soon back in
shape and the bees soon settled. He
will not do that a second time.
It has been said that there can be no
real success without failure. Who has a
right to judge others who has not yet
failed himself? Tom is unnaturally open
about his mistakes. I learn from them
and I believe that he does too. I have
the feeling that one day he will make a
very good beekeeper. He might get
there by a circuitous and prolonged
route but get there he will.
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BEE LIFE-CYCLE
WHEEL

WB is available to
read online
&
in colour!
warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk

To access ‘members only’
pages contact your
Branch Secretary for the user
name and password

Branch News
Coventry & District
Branch
www.covbeebranch.co.uk
As always we had a Coventry BKA
stand at this years Godiva Festival held
on 2nd/3rd July at Memorial Park. We did
very well in terms of our overall income,
and we talked to a great many people
about beekeeping. There was a lot of
interest in the observation hive as usual.
Unfortunately, we actually ran out of
honey to sell towards the end of the
afternoon on Sunday. Nevertheless, it
was a successful event overall.
Thanks go to the committee members
who prepared and manned the stall,
and to Sally, Anne, John and Peter who
also helped out by doing a stint on the
stand over the weekend.
Unfortunately things didn’t go quite so
swimmingly at Birdingbury Country
Festival on the following weekend. In
fact it didn’t go at all! The committee

This handy device for new (and not so
new) beekeepers is available as a free
download from this web site:
www.edinburghbeekeepers.org.uk/
downloads
Print both sheets, cut them to size, and
then laminate to protect from the
elements. A third wheel gives
information about the life cycle of varroa
mites, and is available at the same time.
courtesy of Edinburgh BKA
2008 Copyright Mathew Richardson
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Branch News
members were not able to provide cover
for most of the weekend, and with no
other offer of help from our members,
we decided to cancel our attendance at
the event.
The rota that we set up recently to
ensure that we have someone at the
branch apiary every week to inspect the
branch hives seems to be working well - but it is entirely committee members
who are providing the cover of course we have every weekend bar one
covered up to the end of September.
It is good to report that our ‘Beekeeping
Taster Afternoon’ in September is full,
and interest in our next weekend
Beginner’s Beekeeping Course in
February 2017 is also healthy.
We also were pleased to see three
potential new members at the branch
apiary on Sunday 18th July. Two of them
(Karen & husband Andy) actually put
bee suits on and witnessed the
inspection of one of the colonies. They
found it very interesting, and it seems
we will see more of them in the coming
weeks.
As always, please see our website via
the url given above if you would like any
other information about our branch and
associated events.

improved knowledge of bee diseases
and how to reduce the chance of
spreading them. In a similar vein, we
had a subsequent indoor session at
Hatters Space, Nuneaton where Linda
Tuffin our Education Officer, delivered
an informative session on bee health for
members who had not been able to
attend the Stoneleigh training.
Unfortunately, the wife of one of our
long-standing members had an extreme
reaction to a bee sting that required a
stay in hospital, despite having no
previous adverse reaction to stings.
Fortunately, our member had witnessed
a similar reaction in a friend and was
able to secure speedy and appropriate
medical treatment. In order to be better
placed ourselves, we have been able to
secure the services of Jane Heslegrave
(Specialist
Allergy
Nurse)
from
Heartlands Hospital, Birmingham, who
is to deliver a talk at our winter venue,
Hatters Space, Nuneaton on the
evening of Thursday 11th August on the
treatment of bee sting allergic reactions
so that we are in a better position to
respond to similar reactions ourselves.

Bill Crofts

On June 15th Celesio, a leading
provider of integrated healthcare
services, invited Rugby beekeepers to
present an information stall as part of
their Environmental Week. Cathy Moore
our branch secretary used the
Warwickshire Beekeepers story boards
as background and prepared a fantastic
display. Nicola Brayn, from the
company had proactively been on the
Internet and downloaded information
and games to engage and educate the
staff about honey bees in anticipation,
to compliment Rugby's presentation.
Numerous employees asked questions,
exchanged "bee experiences”,

John Twidle

Rugby Branch

Nuneaton & Atherstone
Branch
Due to the diagnosis of European Foul
Brood at the branch apiary, there has
been little hands-on activity for
members this month while we anxiously
await a follow-up visit from our
Seasonal Bee Inspector. However, we
have not been completely inactive and
several branch members attended the
very well-run “Healthy Bees” day at
Stoneleigh at the beginning of July and
all of those present came away with an
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discussed their role in pollination and
sampled our local honey. What a great
company to take time to promote
environmental issues to their staff in
such an interesting and inclusive way.
Well done Cathy.
Our new beekeepers appear to be
making good progress with their first
colonies thanks to the time given and
support of their mentors. We hope they
are lucky enough to experience their
first extraction of honey.

deigns look very familiar. Our thanks go
to Tim and his family for letting us
invade their Sunday morning.
In the past two months candles, lip balm
and moisturising cream were made in
four workshops for members. Donations
were requested for the branch library
which may also contain candle moulds
in the future!

Gail Plester

First of all, I'm very happy to update the
news on the disruption to the queen
rearing programme. It was not as
disastrous as it first sounded as only
stores were taken and Celia was able to
introduce the five queen cells she
donated as originally planned. The
apiary team report that all five nucs are
doing well so a huge well done to all
involved. We also welcomed Jo Schup,
Regional Bee Inspector to the apiary
last month. She was very impressed
with our set up and equally, members
were very appreciative of the time she
spent with them advising on all aspects
of healthy beekeeping.
Looking ahead, Lowsonford and
Rowington Show is scheduled for 6th
August. It is at Shakespeare Hall,
Rowington, CV35 7DB this year, which
is a lovely venue and coupled with tea
and cake courtesy of the WI makes this
a lovely event to either attend or
support. Our Secretary, Ian Davidson is
looking for volunteers to help man the
stall so please contact him if you can
help. Set up is around midday for show
opening at 2pm. It is also an opportunity
for members to sell their own honey and
wax provided it meets all legal
requirements and is of a suitable
quality.
There are still seats available on the
coach for the visit to Kew Gardens and
The Hive installation on 10th September,

Margery Blower

Solihull Branch

Shipston Branch
In July we were delighted to welcome
Celia Davis, Warwickshire County
Chairman, to our monthly meeting at
The Gate Inn. Celia was on her tour of
the branches and we took the
opportunity to show her our new training
apiary. It is our suspicion that Celia
never goes anywhere without a bee suit
as she came prepared to inspect the
bees with us. At the meeting, led by
James Robertson-Dunn we discussed
jarring, labelling, honey regulations and
showing honey followed by a chance to
natter over a welcome pint and for the
second month running the Hundred
Club draw was won by a member of the
Haycock family.
Tim Newcombe kindly hosted the July
open apiary meeting at his home apiary.
He invited us to help him evaluate his
colonies as part of his preparation for
merging and controlling increase. As
often happens it was not a black and
white situation and even after mulling it
over with delicious coffee and cakes we
had to leave Tim to make the final
decisions. Tim also showed his recently
acquired collection of honey processing
equipment that dates back about a
hundred years including an extractor,
settling tank and honey press. Modern
materials may have changed but the
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so contact our Treasurer, Nicola
Content if you wish to join us.
Hot on the heels of our excursion to
Kew we have our Honey Show on 12th
September. This year it's going to be
held at The Red Lion, Shirley. An ideal
venue to celebrate our successes! Set
up will be at 6.30pm for a 7.30pm start.

Richard went on to explain the evolution
of bees and how they have evolved
from wasps which had turned
exclusively to pollen and nectar diets
and rejected the carnivorous nature of
its ancestors and cousins. He informed
us that initially bees were solitary and
how some bees, including our beloved
apis mellifera (honey bees) have
evolved more recently in evolutionary
terms to become more social.
More interesting were the facts that
Richard bought to our attention about
our staple food crops and how without
bees you would still be able to grow the
vast number of these foods. These
crops are not dependant strictly on bees
but are pollinated by wind and gravity
and other insects. However, with the aid
of bees the crops produced can be
greatly improved.
This was an intelligent lecture that
bought together lots of information and
stated that without our honey bees we
would survive as a race.

Theresa Simkin

Sutton Coldfield &
North Birmingham
Branch
Sutton Coldfield monthly lecture –
16 th June 2016. Pollination &
Pollinators - Richard Barron
Richard gave a thought-provoking talk
on pollination and how plants have
evolved over the millennia from
predominately wind pollinated plants to
plants that require assistance for
reproduction. This assistance comes
from moths, butterflies, hoverflies,
wasps, beetles, birds, bats and of
course bees in all forms.

Jitesh Patel

15

Warwickshire Beekeeper

August 2016

Caveat Emptor
Be aware that WBKA is not
responsible for any goods or
services advertised in WB or on the
website. Anyone purchasing bees
or nuclei should satisfy themselves
that they are disease free and that
they are aware of the provenance
of any queens.

Tomlow Bees
For Beekeeping Essentials
Wax, Frames, Feed, Hardware
HONEY EXTRACTING SERVICES
Honey sold in tubs and jars.
David Stott
Thorn Furlong Farm
Stockton
CV47 8HU
01926 813802 Evenings/Weekends
tomlow.bees@virgin.net
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Sun 15
May

Hive Inspections & Group Chat!

S4 Juneun

Hive Inspections & Group Chat!
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2 Aug

5.30pm

Apiary Meeting & every following Tuesday in
August at Sutton Park Apiary

Sutton
Coldfield

3 Aug

7.00pm

Apiary Meeting & every following Wednesday
Teaching apiary (Last meeting on 31st August)

Solihull

6 Aug

2.00pm

Branch Apiary Meeting & every following
Saturday in August
Highbury Park, Kings Heath, Birmingham

Birmingham

6 Aug

10 am

Honey Extraction Day at Winterbourne
Noel Parker - One super per member

Birmingham

6 Aug

2.00pm

Rowington and Lowsonford Show

Solihull

11 Aug

Branch Meeting Bee Sting Allergy
Jane Heselgrave, Specialist Allergy Nurse
Hatters Space, Upper Abbey Street, Nuneaton

Nuneaton &
Atherstone

13 Aug

Brailes Show

Shipston

17 Aug

12 noon Wednesday Lunch
The Swan, Fairfield, Bromsgrove, B61 9NG
The Swan Website
Bdbka.socsec@aol.com / 0121 444 4005
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20 Aug

Tysoe Show

Shipston

21 Aug

3.00pm

Branch Apiary Meeting
Ryton Gardens, Wolston Lane, CV8 3LG

Coventry

26 Aug

7.30

Friday Social
Loco Lounge, High Street, Kings Heath
Loco Lounge Website
Bdbka.socsec@aol.com / 0121 444 4005

Birmingham

3&4
Sept

10am to Birmingham Honey Show
4pm
Martineau Gardens, Edgbaston

6 Sept

5.30pm

Birmingham

Apiary Meeting & every following Tuesday in
September at Sutton Park Apiary

Sutton
Coldfield

10 Sept

Visit to The Hive at Kew Gardens

Solihull

11 Sept

10am to Community Food Festival
5pm
Winterbourne House & Garden, Edgbaston,
B15 2RT www.winterbourne.org.uk

11 Sept

Birmingham

Branch Honey Show
Mere Green, Sutton Coldfield

Sutton
Coldfield

12 Sept

6.30pm

Branch Honey Show
The Red Lion, Shirley

Solihull

12 Sept

7.30pm

Branch Meeting
The Gate Inn, Upper Brailes

Shipston

Branch Meeting
Bees (Not Honey) Bernard Diaper
Erdington Methodist Centre

Sutton
Coldfield

Branch Honey Show
All Saints Church Hall, Rectory Lane, Allesley,
CV5 9EQ

Coventry

15 Sept

19 Sept

7.30pm

24 Sept

10am to Warwickshire Honey Show
4pm
Hatton Country World, Hatton, Warwick

30 Sept

7.30pm

Branch Meeting
The Honey Bee Democracy Justus Klaar
Dame Elizabeth Cadbury Hall, Firbank Close,
Bournville, B30 1UA

Birmingham

As members of the WBKA you are welcome to attend ANY of the
meetings listed on the Diary pages
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