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EDITORIAL 

Sad to say that not a single ‘swarm story’ or ‘Warwickshire Beekeepers Tale’ has 
materialised following my request in last month’s WB.  Perhaps you are all too busy 
actually catching the swarms and endeavouring to extract your OSR honey...?        

Recipe of the month - Beehive Cookies 
Douglas Nethercleft 

Ingredients 
4 tbsp honey  
1 egg, beaten 
1 tsp vanilla essence 
450g coconut, shredded 
225g walnuts, coarsely chopped 
225g dates, chopped 
2 tbsp flour, plain 
 

Method 
(makes about 30) 
Mix together the egg, honey and vanilla. 

IMPROVEMENTS TO COUNTY GOVENANCE 
Celia F Davis  

County Chairman 

By the time you read this there will have been a Trustees 
meeting and the ‘Rules’ sub-committee, which has been 
working very hard for the past three months, will have     
presented the first draft of the new Association Rules to the 
Trustees.  We have gone back to basics and used a       
template which the Charity Commission suggests as a    
basis, with some amendments to accommodate our County 
structure.  I am sure that not everyone will be totally happy 
with all parts of the document we have produced but the aim 
is to get the Association onto a firm footing so that it can run 
smoothly, with everyone aware of their responsibilities and 

of the legal implications of being a charity.   We hope that, as a result, the charity can 
go forward without the panics and crises there have been in the last few years.           
I trust that we can have the support of you, the members, to achieve this so that we 
can all pursue our aims to promote bees and beekeeping and educate members of 
the public in the importance of bees in the environment.  With bees in the state that 
they currently are, this is of prime importance and other matters are a distraction.  
  

On a personal note, I hope to visit the branch apiaries during July and I would       
appreciate information from Secretaries / Apiary Managers on location, post codes, 

times etc.  My contact details are at the front of this newsletter. 

Beat until well blended and stir in the 
coconut and nuts. 
Coat the dates with the flour and add to 
the mixture. 
Drop tablespoonfuls of mixture onto a 
greased baking sheet.  
Bake at 170˚C (325˚F, gas mark 3) for 
12 minutes or until slightly brown. 
 

Acknowledgement: Honey and its 
many health benefits – Margaret Briggs 



4 

Warwickshire Beekeeper  July 2016 

A cultivated plant in this Family is  
Lavatera, or Tree Mallow.   This has the 
typical Mallow flowers, but they are big 
and the plant can grow very tall, given 
the right conditions.   

Two for the price of one this month:  
The Malvaceae are the Mallows and the 
Onagraceae are Willowherbs, with 
which most of us are familiar if we are 
gardeners, but one of which is an     
important bee plant.  Neither Family has 
f lowers which are part icu lar ly          
characteristic as far as their floral parts 
go but there are not that many members 
so they are not too difficult to get to 
grips with. 
 

The Mallows include the Common   
Mallow (Malva sylvestris), which is   
usually called a weed but is a very 
handsome plant and is useful for bees 
for both nectar and pollen.  The flowers 
are large and mauve and it flowers from 
June to August, so a good season.  The 
Musk Mallow (Malva moschata )       
normally has pink flowers but we have a 
cultivated form with white flowers.  It 
seeds around quite a lot but is not a 
problem plant.  The pollen, which is 
produced in huge amounts, is white and 
bees working it, which they do          
enthusiastically, finish up looking like 
little white ghosts.   

HANDSOME WEEDS AND PURPLE SPIRES 

Malvaceae and Onagraceae 

Celia F Davis 

It has become naturalised in many   
areas and can be found growing on 
wasteland and uncultivated ground, 
particularly in towns, where it forms a 
useful addition to the bee flora.  It has 
huge pollen grains around 140+ µm     
(1 µm is 1/1,000 mm).  That may not 
seem big but compared to average  
pollen size of about 30µm and the 
smallest, forget-me-not, 6µm, it is quite 
large.  Hollyhock, in the same family, is 
similar, as are the Greek Mallows 
(Sidalcea spp).  All of these make very 
handsome and useful garden plants.  
So not a Family of plants which is going 
to give you a good honey crop but very 
useful as suppliers of nectar and pollen. 
 

That brings me to the Onagraceae.  
There are many species of Willowherb 
and I spend many hours pulling them up 
as they are serious weeds in the      
garden.  They are strange plants as 
they often seem to resemble the plant 

White variety of Musk Mallow 
All photos: Celia Davis 

A flower of Lavetera 
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house backing onto several acres of 
abandoned orchard, where there were 
large areas of Rosebay and I obtained 
honey crops from it.  The honey was not 
particularly distinctive in flavour but 
granulated with very fine crystals so 
was very useful for blending and     
seeding other honeys.   Now I live near 
the West Coast main railway line where 
there are good stands of Rosebay   
Willowherb, much to my joy. There is a 
white cultivated form, but I have never 
been brave enough to try it as I have 
enough trouble with the smaller        
relatives.   
 

Like many flowers, Rosebay Willowherb 
has  an  in terest ing  pol l ina t ion       
mechanism, ensuring to some extent 
that it uses pollen from another plant to 
donate the male sex cells for            
fertilisation:  the flowers first open (at 
the bottom of the spire) as females with 
ripe stigmas and undeveloped anthers.  
As they get older the stigmas shrivel 
and the anthers develop, so that flowers 
further up the spike are effectively male.  
When a bee visits it always goes first to 
the bottom of the spike, and works its 
way up, delivering pollen at the bottom, 
collecting it at the top.  It does this   
because the ‘female’ flowers produce 
more nectar than the ‘male’ ones.  All 
very cunning. 
 

The Great Willowherb (Epilobium     
hirsutum) is a tall plant found growing in 
ditches and other damp places but is 
not very significant as a honey         
producer, and other members of the 
family: Fuchsia, Evening Primrose,  
Clarkia and Godetia are of passing  
interest only.  
 

Perhaps, now the rain has eased for a 
bit I’d better get back to pulling out   
Willowherbs from the herbaceous    
borders! 

that they are growing close to, so they 
tend to escape, then a week or two later 
they have grown and are showing their 
little pink flowers.  Their seeds are 
formed in an elongated capsule and are 
hairy, so that they float around,        
establishing themselves everywhere 
they can get a toe-hold.   As weeds they 
are very successful.  However one 
member of the family, although a fairly 
pernicious weed, is important to many 
beekeepers and that is Rosebay       
Willowherb (Chamerion angustifolium).  

Its other name is Fireweed and this has 
arisen because it colonises areas where 
trees have been burnt or felled or, in the 
past, on bomb sites.  The flowers start  
appearing in July and last until August 
and form purple/pink spires.  En masse 
they are an attractive sight.  As they age 
they become less productive but when 
young, yield a good supply of nectar 
and pollen.  Honey from Rosebay    
Willowherb is very pale and the pollen is 
a distinctive blue/green colour.  When I 
first started keeping bees I lived in a  

Rosebay Willowherb: Fruit at the bottom 

of the spike, then ‘female’ flowers, with 

‘male’ flowers nearer the top 
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Most of us will be, if we haven’t already 
been, extracting rape honey. For some 
this is a very welcome addition to the 
honey harvest, but to others it is a great 
nuisance and much extra work. The 
crystallization can occur rapidly. Some 
manage to remove their super comb 
before crystallization and after the bees 
have sufficiently reduced the water   
content. More often than not the cells 
are unsealed. So how do we know if it is 
suitable for extraction? The shake test 
is a good indicator. If no honey drips out 
it should have a water content below 
20% and therefore is unlikely to       
ferment. A more reliable method is to 
use an accurately calibrated honey  
refractometer which gives the water 
content as a percentage. If you have 
honey with a high water content you can 
either return it to the bees, or make 
some mead! Commercial beekeepers 
are said to use dehumidifiers to further 
reduce water content. 
  

I purchased a refractometer from a 
Hong Kong company two years ago but 
relegated it to the growing list of useless 
tools because at the time, Brix scales 
and Dioptic oils and calibration were 
beyond me, especially when translated 
badly from the Chinese. Inspired by a 
friend who wanted to purchase one I 
recently typed an internet search ‘How 
to calibrate a refractometer’. Things 
have moved on exponentially and it is 
possible now to find the answer to   
anything at the click of a button. A   
Youtube video showed me how. No 
Dioptic oils required...just virgin olive oil 
and a calibration of 71.5; couldn’t be 
easier. Now it is, as originally intended, 
a very useful tool. 
 

The June Gap is upon us again.  It is a 
worry, especially if you live in a rural                                                                                                                                                                                 

arable, monoculture environment. 
Those who keep bees in an urban and 
green place often have a more         
continuous supply of forage for their 
bees from gardens and parks.           
The Rape crop has its advantages and 
disadvantages; the crystallization     
problem is well known, but the       
abundance of this food in May can 
boost a colony population rapidly. 
These can consume stores very quickly 
when confined to hive during bad 
weather or starve rapidly when the crop 
is over and no more food is available.  
 

Farmers have this  year  been            
encouraged to add an extra crop and 
many have opted for field beans     
(Vicia Fava). I am hoping that most of 
us will now have an extra supply of food 
available to fill this gap. The honey  
varies from dark amber to light in colour 
with a pleasant mild flavour. It can 
granulate fairly quickly too. Honey bees 
are not very able to reach the nectaries 
at the base of this flower unless      
Bumblebees have made holes on the 
outside providing easier access. This is 
known as ‘secondary nectar robbing’. 
But the plant also provides extra nectar 
under the leaves in the extrafloral    
nectaries which the bees use readily. 
Incidentally I recently discovered that 
Laurel does the same. I had heard and 
seen the bees frequenting our         
flowerless hedge and wondered what 
was so attractive. Some say that honey 
bees should not be moved to bean 
fields before flowering because they 
might  be conditioned to work the     
extrafloral nectaries and not the flowers. 
Others claim that these other nectaries 
keep the bees in the crop for longer.    
 

My good friend Tom has persevered 
with his attempted queen rearing.                                                         

TOM’S COLUMN (& TIM’S) 
Tim Newcombe 
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Needless to say he has been fiddling too much as usual. A lot of trial and too much 
error! Despite five tries at grafting into cell bar cups he has had little success with   
raising queen cells or having them accepted. It is sometimes all too easy to keep on 
repeating the same mistakes without asking why it is not successful. His problem has 
been I think, a lack of populated colonies to build and nurture queen cells. He also 
performed artificial swarms on occasion when it might have been better to leave well 
alone. His ‘swarm’ cells looked more like supercedure cells to me. But it takes some 
courage to leave the old queens to their fate.   
 

Re swarms: There seem to have been very few swarms in our area. We either have 
very good, responsible beekeepers or they have been keeping their activities very 
quiet. I expect that the bees already have plans to escape as soon as this spell of wet 
weather comes to an end. I can imagine them planning right now... 

propolis envelope [1]. Thicker ridges of 
propolis are then laid down at the     
attachment points of comb to the walls. 
On comb itself, a thin propolis film is 
found upon the outer rim of every cell. 
Workers even embed propolis inside 
cleaned and polished cells [2]. Any cells 
containing contaminated pollen become 
entombed in propolis [3] as, upon their 
death, do any colony invaders that are 
too large for the bees to physically    
remove. It is obvious that propolis is 
highly valued by the bees. 
 

What is its purpose? 
Propolis is a crucial architectural fabric 
within a honey bee colony. It serves as 
a caulk for blocking drafts and limiting 
the influx of water from tree sap or the 
immediate external environment. It can 
also be used as a simple physical    
defence against a range of pests. For 
example: 

 At the entrance, a sticky layer of    

propolis can deter small nest invaders 
such as grubs and ants [4]. 

 Within the nest proper, it is used to 

eliminate any cracks and crevices that 
would otherwise provide ideal          
egg-laying sites for wax moths. 

Propolis (part 1) 
 

John Chambers 

Propolis is the soft, pliable and very 
sticky orange substance that gums all 
the hive parts together and stains your 
clothes during summer hive inspections. 
It is also the hard and brittle orange 
sealant that has to be cracked open in 
order to enter the hive during winter or 
early spring. No wonder it goes by the 
name “bee glue”! Historically, it has 
been unpopular with beekeepers, who 
have tended to selectively breed the 
propolising trait out of their stock. 
 

Derived from the Greek, propolis means 
something like “before the city” and it is 
used by honey bees to cover almost 
every surface within the colony. In the 
established tree nest of a feral colony, 
the rough bark immediately surrounding 
the entrance is bitten away and a 
smooth layer of propolis is laid down. If 
the entrance itself is too large then the 
bees reduce its size using propolis. 
Within the nest cavity, after removal of 
all weak and rotten wood, any holes or 
crevices within the walls are filled and 
smoothed out with propolis. Indeed, one 
of the first steps in transforming the 
cavity into a home is the coating of the 
entire inner surface of the nest area with 
a 0.3-0.5mm propolis film known as a  
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disease [10, 11]. It has also been shown to reduce the AFB spore load in honey [12]. 
 

Improved honey bee survival in Aspergillus flavus (Stonebrood)-contaminated 
nests 
Propolis inhibits in vitro fungal growth. It also induces honey bee P450 isoenzymes 
that metabolise mycotoxins into non-toxic products, thereby allowing bees to live 
longer in their presence [7, 13]. In contrast, P450 inhibitors shorten honey bee      
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moth [14, 15] 
 

Protection against scavengers of dead flesh 
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thereby breaking the reproduction cycle [5]. 
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to what is arguably its primary role, namely the provision of colony-level defence 
against microbial infection [6]. Any warm and humid cavity containing large stores of       
carbohydrate and protein, open brood and highly social trophallactic insects should 
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the inhabitants of many potential pathogens.    
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Examples of how propolis alters the microbial landscape and/or the metabolism of 
certain pests are summarised below:  
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With thanks to Nottighamshire BKA 
via ebees 
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Coventry & District 
Branch 
www.covbeebranch.co.uk 
We recently completed a poll to ensure 
that we have someone available at our 
branch apiary for each of the Sundays 
over the season. The results of this poll 
can now be seen on our branch website 
at http://www.covbeebranch.co.uk/
branch-diary/ryton-inspection-rota/  
It shows that we have all but one     
Sunday (24 t h July) covered by         
committee members. However, if any 
member wants to actually feel part of 
the branch they are a member of and 
turn-up for any of these Sundays at 
3pm, you will find a very good facility, a 
good set of branch hives and some  
interesting people to talk to you about 
your beekeeping and any problems or 
interesting bee behavior you may be 
experiencing. 
On Saturday 11th June, Bill Crofts and 
Julia Barclay attended the Coventry 
Weaver’s House Craft Day. We took the  

observation hive, two pull up information 
banners and a selection of bee kit. In 
order to contribute to the craft theme, 
Julia did some candle rolling and Bill did 
some skep making. The morning was 
rather wet but it was a pleasant        
afternoon, though probably not very 
productive in terms of potential interest 
in beekeeping, etc. 
The committee is now busy planning 
and preparing for the main events we 
will be attending on your behalf over this 
season. These will principally be the 
Godiva Festival, Birdingbury Country 
Show, and the Fillongley Show (see 
‘Branch Diary’ on our website for dates, 
etc). Dave has circulated a request for 
assistance from members in terms of 
manning stalls at these events. As   
always, the more people who can offer 
to do an hour or two, the less is needed 
to be done by all. These are pleasant 
events to attend, and the public are very 
interested in seeing and hearing about 
bees, so please respond to Dave’s 
email if you are able. Please be aware 
that anyone wishing to sell their honey 
at one of these events will need to offer 
themselves for a stint on the stand. 
We are also planning, via Dave B, to 
purchase new queens for our branch 
colonies. This is a commitment to    
maintain our branch colonies to the 
highest quality and to make inspection 
of the bees in the branch apiary a   
pleasant affair for all concerned. 
As always, please see our website via 
the url given above if you would like 
anyother information about our branch 
and associated events  
Bill Crofts 
 

Nuneaton & Atherstone 
Branch 
It is disappointing, to say the least, that I 
have to report that an outbreak of    

Branch News 

http://www.covbeebranch.co.uk/branch-diary/ryton-inspection-rota/
http://www.covbeebranch.co.uk/branch-diary/ryton-inspection-rota/
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European Foul Brood (EFB) has been 
identified in our branch apiary.  As a 
result of this, there will be no apiary 
meetings until further notice.  Hopefully, 
other branches will not be in the same 
position as ourselves but, as a possible 
guide to other branches, the order of 
events was as follows: 
During a branch apiary meeting, two of 
our more experienced members were 
carrying out demonstrations and noticed 
unusual brood cells that had not been 
apparent at the previous meeting. The 
demonstrators swapped hives and   
confirmed the suspicions of their      
colleague. Members present were   
informed of the suspicions, the meeting 
was suspended and those present were 
advised of precautionary measures to 
take to avert further spread of the    
infection. 
Our Seasonal Bee Inspector was     
informed by telephone and photographs 
of the suspected infection were             
e-mailed to him. The Inspector made a 
visit and agreed with the suspicions, 
although the indicators were difficult to 
identify due to masking by Chalk Brood 
in the colonies.  In addition, the       
characteristic gut colouration was not 
apparent. A Lateral Flow Test was   
carried out which proved to be positive 
and the Bee Inspector took samples to 
be forwarded to the National Bee Unit at 
Sand Hutton for confirmatory analysis. 
Club members were alerted by e-mail, 
where possible, and those without   
access to e-mail were telephoned. 
Confirmation of EFB was received from  
FERA and a Statutory Standstill Notice 
issued. Infected colonies were killed 
and their hives sealed. Incineration of all 
infected bees and frames from their 
colonies were supervised by the      
Seasonal Bee Inspector and other hive 
components thoroughly scorched by  
 
 

h i m .  B D I  c l a i m  s u p p o r t i n g               
documentation was forwarded to the 
Club by the Seasonal Bee Inspector. 
Currently, the Standstill Notice remains 
and no movement of items from the 
apiary are permitted, without a licence 
issued by DEFRA, and this position 
remains until clearance notice B9 is 
issued.  A further inspection will be  
carried out at least 6 weeks following 
the initial notice. 
Since we are not able to hold our 
planned apiary meetings, there will be 
two indoor meetings at our winter 
venue, Hatters Space, Nuneaton on the 
evenings of Thursday 14th July and 
Thursday 11th August to run from     
7.00 pm until 9.30 pm 

John Twidle 
 

Rugby Branch 
Swarms, swarms, the phone never 
stops...all of our new beekeepers at 
point of writing have been given at least 
one each...but many calls are related to 
bumble bees. Beautiful as they are we 
can only advise the public; education is 
key. 
Various members of Rugby Branch 
have been supporting the swarm line at 
Stoneleigh; well done.  
Also, a major ‘well done’ to Sam 
Peckett who has gained her Advanced 
Theory Certificate with credit! This 
means she has now passed  7 modular 
examinations and is a great inspiration 
to us all. Please contact her should you 
be interested in honeybee education or 
direction. 
We are anticipating giving ongoing    
education to the public and continuing 
hive produce sales at the Dunchurch 
Festival this month, it is always a great 
pleasure to be involved in such a   
charitable event.  The sun will shine... 
I am informed that Bruce Roberts, our  

Branch News 



12 

Warwickshire Beekeeper  July 2016 

source of all bee wisdom, has been 
busy drying grass cuttings in the   
greenhouse and using them in the 
smoker to produce effective cool smoke 
with low residue. What an excellent and 
sensible idea..why not try it? 

Gail Plester 
 

Shipston Branch 
‘2nd Monday’, 13th June 2016 
The SBKA held their ‘new format’ 
monthly meeting on Monday 13th June 
at the Gate Inn, Brailes. It is kindly 
hosted by landlords Ian and Anne,      
ex-beekeepers themselves and       
sympathetic to the cause. The meet has 
changed from the 1st Tuesday to the 2nd 
Monday of each month and is to be held 
in the larger bar. This was much      
appreciated last night as there was a 
record turnout of nearly forty            
beekeepers, many of them new faces. 
There was initially a little concern as to 
how it would work but this fear was 
quickly allayed by James who presided 
over the discussion and the meeting 
went off to a flying start. Many questions 
were asked and answered by             
the more experienced keepers.                                                                                                        
The theme to this evening was 
‘extraction’.  Various ways of removing 
bees from supers was explained and 
then the problems encountered when 
removing and extracting rape honey;    
The problems being rapid crystallization 
of comb if left too long and a high   
moisture content if removed too early. 
Moisture content can be established by 
shaking the frame over the super. If the  
contents stay in, the honey can be    
extracted without fear of fermentation.      
A more reliable method is to use           
a honey refractometer which will      
indicate the percentage of water      
present, hopefully below 20%. The  
refractometer needs to have a scale for  

the percentage of water. It seems                                                                                                 
as if rape honey is a bonus to some but 
to others is a curse entailing much extra 
work.                        
We then moved on to making creamed 
honey and the availability of association 
equipment for extracting processing.   
Dr John gave us a spontaneous and 
graphic account of how, at one time, he 
treated the MRSA infected wounds of 
his patients with raw honey with great 
success, when they had previously 
failed to respond to conventional      
treatment. Although foreign honey was 
used there should allegedly, be no   
reason why our own honey could not  
be used for this purpose ...as indeed     
it  was for the wounded in the First     
W o r l d  W a r  a n d  b e y o n d .                                                                                                           
The Gate has proven to be a great 
venue for our meetings and as a site for 
our new apiary. The Hooky beer and 
good food tip the balance a little too. 
Altogether, it was an interesting and 
informative evening for all levels of  
experience. Great to see those new 
faces and a big thank you to all who 
participated. 

Tim Newcombe 

Visit to David and Margery Blower's 
apiary - 12 June 2016 
Half an hour in to the inspection, the 
sixteen of us looked like a bunch of  
extras in a Mary Poppins movie set. 
Yes, it rained. Well, it is England in 
June. What did you expect? It started 
off well enough anyway. We split into 
two groups and off we went around the 
lovely garden looking in hives and nucs. 
What do the notes from the last visit 
say? What should we expect to see 
today? Is the queen at home? It's    
always nice to see the queen, even 
nicer when she's not marked. You feel a 
sense of satisfaction and achievement. 
It reminds me of those sight tests at the 
opticians, the one with a picture of lots  

Branch News 
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looked beautiful thanks to the team        
aided by members and our own “star 
bakers” Mandy Cadge and Denise 
Grove laid on a spread fit for a queen, 
insect or one celebrating a 90th birthday! 

It is one of the few occasions when we 
don't open the hives so non beekeeping 
visitors can join us. 
Sadly, just after that lovely afternoon we 
found some frames of stores were  
missing and our queen rearing         
programme was wrecked. Considering 
the amount of work involved in queen 
rearing, the frustration of that being for 
naught is nothing compared to the nasty 
feeling that it was one of our own      
members responsible. Security has now 
been tightened and hopefully we will not 
have further problems. 
On a lighter note, Nicola Content is  
organising a branch outing on 10th   
September to The Hive at Kew         
Gardens. Cost is £35. More information 
is available from her and cheques 
should be sent to her at Spencers End, 
Spencers Lane, CV7 7BY. Hope Mark 
can organise the weather again! 

Theresa Simkin 

Branch News 

of coloured balls packed together and 
you have to read out what the word 
says that's cunningly embedded 
amongst the balls. For one of the nucs 
my group looked in we could not find 
her. Every frame was closely scrutinised 
on the way out and yet again on the 
way back in. Absent she was. No eggs 
in there yet, so we wondered if she was 
out cruising.    Possibly, as it was quite 
warm in the middle of the afternoon. 
Before we could replace the lid        
however, those members on the outside 
of the circular group surrounding the 
hive had to  reach sharpishly for any 
umbrel las  lying around,  which          
conveniently there were.  
By the time the heavens were          
relinquishing all that they contained, and 
it was rather a lot that day, we were 
safely under cover on the courtyard 
patio enjoying a nice cuppa and a slice 
of something naughty! 
If the queen was out mating, we were 
hoping she had taken shelter. While 
waiting for the storm to pass, maybe 
she should write a note to herself - a 
reminder to check the weather forecast 
next time she thinks about leaving the 
hive! 
Thank you to David and Margery Blower 
for hosting the visit to their home apiary 
and providing smashing cakes and tea! 

Steve Turner 
 

Solihull Branch 
Thankfully, our new Chairman Mark 
Robinson made a good job of           
organising the weather for our       
Chairman's Afternoon at the beginning 
of June and it was in bright sunshine 
that we were able to welcome our  
s p o n s o r s ;  r e p r e s e n t a t i ve s  o f           
Whaletankers and Indestructible Paints, 
plus friends and family of members for      
afternoon tea at the apiary. The apiary  
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Branch News 

Warwick & Leamington Branch 
We have been ‘busy bees’ with branch training, giving continuity to our ‘newbees’ 
who have expressed their interest in the Basic Assessment and generally learning 
more about bees and beekeeping.  Training sessions are both knowledgeable and 
fun, run on several different days and times in the week to enable more members to 
attend – I believe the coffee and chat afterward goes a long way towards the fun      
element!! 
We continue to support Bernard Brown, our shows coordinator; several shows under 
our belt already, and more to come in July/August and early September.  How lucky 
are WLBK to have someone like this, who is ably assisted by his wife Jane?  BBKA    
Gardeners World is next on the list, helping our parent association the BBKA, with 
Clive Joyce spurring us on as always.   
A Honey & Wax Processing presentation is happening on Saturday 16th July at the 
BBKA, Stoneleigh, which is always interesting.  With social outings, the next to    
Cotswold Lavender at Broadway on 30th July, and a branch BBQ booked, we look 
forward to a  summer of fun and fellowship with our members. 

Mary Pemberton 
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SWARM  
STORIES 

 

How many have you 
collected so far?  
Were they easy to 
catch or in a tricky 
situation?  Were you 
successful? 
Share your summer 
exploits in WB and 
send your stories to 
the editor! 
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Caveat Emptor 
 

Be aware that WBKA is not        
responsible for any goods or      
services advertised in WB or on the 
website. Anyone purchasing bees 
or nuclei should satisfy themselves 
that they are  disease free and that 
they are aware of the provenance 
of any queens.  

  
Tomlow Bees 

For Beekeeping Essentials 

Wax, Frames, Feed, Hardware 

HONEY EXTRACTING SERVICES 

Honey sold in tubs and jars. 
  

David Stott 

Thorn Furlong Farm 

Stockton 

CV47 8HU 

01926 813802 Evenings/Weekends 

tomlow.bees@virgin.net 
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Sun 15 
May 

  Hive Inspections & Group Chat! 

S4 Juneun 
19 Jun 

  Hive Inspections & Group Chat! 
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2 July 2.00pm Branch Apiary Meeting & every following  
Saturday in July 
Highbury Park, Kings Heath, Birmingham 

Birmingham 

2 & 3 
July 

 Godiva Festival 
War Memorial Park 

Coventry 

4 July 5.30pm Branch Apiary Meeting  & every following  
Tuesday in July 
Sutton Park Apiary 

Sutton  
Coldfield 

5 July 7.30pm 1st Tuesday Meeting 
The Gate Inn, Upper Brailes 

Shipston 

6 July 7.00pm Branch Apiary Meeting & every following  
Wednesday in July. Ravenshaw Apiary 

Solihull 

9 & 10 
July 

 Birdingbury Country Festival Coventry 

13 July 12 noon Wednesday Lunch 
The Village, Alcester Road, Moseley, B13 8JR  
The Village Website 
Bdbka.socsec@aol.com / 0121 444 4005 

Birmingham 

16 July  Honey & Wax Processing 
BBKA Stoneleigh 

Warwick & 
Leamington 

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

http://thevillagemoseley.co.uk/
mailto:Bdbka.socsec@aol.com
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As members of the WBKA you are welcome to attend ANY of the  
meetings listed on the Diary pages 

 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

www.warwickshirebeekeepers.org.uk 
 

WB is available to read online & in colour! 
 

To access ‘members only’ pages contact your Branch 
Secretary for the user name and password 

17 July 3.00pm Branch Apiary Meeting  
Ryton Gardens, Wolston Lane, CV8 3LG 

Coventry 

21 July  Bar-Bee-Q 
Sutton Park Apiary 

Sutton  
Coldfield 

29 July 7.30pm Friday Social: Skittles at Selly Park Tavern,  
592 Pershore Road, B29 7HQ.  TBC 

Birmingham 

30 July  Cherington Show Shipston 

30 July  Cotswold Lavender Trip 
Broadway 

Warwick & 
Leamington 

2 Aug 5.30pm Apiary Meeting  & every following Tuesday in  
August at Sutton Park Apiary 

Sutton  
Coldfield 

6 Aug 2.00pm Branch Apiary Meeting & every following  
Saturday in August 
Highbury Park, Kings Heath, Birmingham 

Birmingham 

6 Aug 10 am Honey Extraction Day at Winterbourne  Noel 
Parker 
One super per member 

Birmingham 

13 Aug  Brailes Show Shipston 

17 Aug 12 noon Wednesday Lunch   
The Swan, Fairfield, Bromsgrove, B61 9NG 
The Swan Website 
Bdbka.socsec@aol.com / 0121 444 4005  

Birmingham 

20 Aug  Tysoe Show Shipston 

27 Aug 7.30 Friday Social   
Loco Lounge, High Street, Kings Heath 
Loco Lounge Website 
Bdbka.socsec@aol.com / 0121 444 4005 

Birmingham 

http://www.swanpubbromsgrove.co.uk/
mailto:Bdbka.socsec@aol.com
http://thelounges.co.uk/lounges/loco-lounge/
mailto:Bdbka.socsec@aol.com

